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RADIO'S MISPRONOUNCERS 





Summer Hideaway Tryout Spots 


Don't Solve the 





Putting on new plays in the rural 
Bummer playhouses which was fig- 
ured a solution to the problem of 
inexpensive try-outs, is not work- 
ing out the way expected, Instead 
of the idea being simplified, the 
plan of experimenting with shows 
presented to non-critical audiences 
@ppears to have become complex, 

Because there is so little doing on 
Broadway, several dramatic review- 
ers have been rubbering in the sup- 
(posed hideaways for copy. And be- 
cause the showmen couldn't say no, 
motices that have reached print 
jwere either pans or were so worded 
mas to discourage the summer pro- 
aucers. 

Producers knew that the easts in 
the main would not measure up to 
fright light requirements nor would 
jthe settings, not to mention script 
changes and therefore few if any of 
the showings would have been made 
“if the merits and demerits were to 
Ybe commented on in the metro- 
molitan press. Yet they agreed to 
“permit admission to the scribes. 
Whe latter were requested not to 
comment on the performances, but 
adverse matter crept into their copy. 

Invite Comment 

The hideaway showman rather 
encourage news of their activities 
in the New York papers. The rural 
spots even advertising in the Sun- 
day dramatic sections, copy coming 
from houses as far away from 
Broadway as Stockbridge, Mass., 
(insertions used cost about $20, 
which is plenty for such announce- 
ments). 

One prominent producer who will 
tryout four shows in a New Eng- 
land rural- spot made it a require- 
ment that the Boston reviewers not 
be admitted. As yet the New York 
delvers have not invade.! that ter- 
ritory. 

Reports so far have indicated 
Buccess possibilities of several new 
shows tried out but experienced 


(Continued on page 75) 


3 STARS IN 1 PLAY, 
BUT IN THREE CITIES 


Legit premieres in Vienna, Ber- 





lin and New York simultaneously 
is a possibility for October, with 
John Barrymore, Emil Jannings 
and Conrad Veidt playing the same 
role in the three cities. 

Play is ‘Ein Mantel, Ein Hut, Ein 
Handschu’ (‘A Coat, A Hat, A 
Glove’). Berlin, Vienna  co-pre- 
mieres are set. Jannings opens in 


the play at the Theatre Strese- 
manstrasse, Berlin, at the same 
time as Veidt appears in it at the 
Deutsche Volks theatre in Vienna. 

Crosby Gaige has the New York 
rights and is talking to Barry- 
more, 
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Gamble, After All 


The Dogs, Too! 








Hollywood, July 17. 
‘Pike,’ only trained bulldog in 
town, died of heart failure two 
days after finishing ‘Big Ex- 
ecutive’ at Paramount. 
Animal had been credited 
with stealing the picture. 


DIVORCE STUFF 
STEAMED UP 
BY DAILIES 


Hollywood, July 1T. 

‘Examiner’ and ‘Times’ are try- 
ing tc scoop each other on film di- 
vorces, So far they’re even, with 
the picture industry getting a load 
of notoriety as a result. 

Hollywood legmen_ for both 
dailies are working overtime hunt- 
ing the faintest reports of marital 
rifts and inducing couples on the 
verge to take the initial step so 
that the story may be printed. 
Film couples themselves have 
helped the battle by telling their 
troubles exclusively to one paper 
or the other. 

Divorce war start is ascribed to 
Louella Parsons’ announcement of 
the Pickford-Fairbanks break, fol- 
lowed by the ‘Times’ kidding story 


of Miss Parson’s sudden disappear- 
ance frcm her husband’s car while 
riding home from a Santa Monica 
party. Both papers denied each 
other’s various stories. 

Associated Press and United 
Press have felt the effects, both 
services working overtime in an ef- 
fort not to miss out on the di- 
vorces. 

















FREE LUNCH UNFAIR 





Chicago Has It But Restaurants 
Squawk—With Beer at 5c Too 





Chicago, July 17. 

Free lunch with beer and in beer 
saloons has appeared here. And has 
started an internecine squabble be- 
tween the restaurants and the new 
crop of 4% parlors that have bobbed 
up all over town, in some districts 
two and three places to a block. 
Restaurants say the free lunch 
thing is unfair competition and 
doubly so now that nickel beer is 
announced by the small dispensers. 
Threats to break windows wher- 
ever ‘5c Beer’ signs are displayed 





Pretty Bad, Says Pierre de 
Rohan, Who Doesn’t Tell, 
However, Hew or Why 
He Knows 


By Pierre de Rohan 


A lot of harsh things and a great 
many kind ones have been said 
about radio, but it is not likely that 
anyone has ever before accused it 
of promoting birth control. But I 
am here today, brethren and sisters, 
to testify that I, for one, have been 
prejudiced against the honorable es- 
tate of fatherhood by the infant art 
of broadcasting. 

You see, | could never face the 
possibility of being awakened some 
morning by the turgid tones of my 
own son’s voice coyly cooing into 
my ear: 

‘Hel-1-1-I-l-o everyBODY! This is 
Graham Husing de Rohan speaking 
to you direct from the nursery. 
When you hear the alleged musical 
note it will be exactly eight o’clock, 
bull all-over watch time, and | am 
ready for a great big, appetizing 
serving of crunchy, wunchy Wheat- 
sie Weetsies, because they are kind 
te the tummy. Are you listenin’?’ 

This is what radio is doing to the 
rising generation; but even the 
prospect of this unctuous claptrap 
is not so appalling as the thought 


(Continued on page 62) 


34 LAWYERS NOW 
AT PARAMOUNT 


A total of 34 lawyers are now ad- 
ministering to Paramount and its 
subsidiaries at the home office. 

This includes the attorneys on 
the regular Paramount legal staff, 
as well as the forensic talent on the 
payroll for the trustees of P-P and 
Public Enterprises, each with their 
staffs, besides special counsel 
brought in for the theatre reorgani- 
zation committee. 

Some of the bankruptcy lawyers 
say they’re getting a little tired of 
it all and look for an early out, if 
for no other reason than that it is 
summer, 














Bum Swallower 





Chicago, July 17, 

Among the oddities at the 
World’s Fair is Kanichka, im- 
ported from Paris. He swal- 
lows a watch and chain, “*sil- 
ver dollars, and finally a lighted 
electric bulb on a cord which 
shines through his throat. 

A few days after arrival, the 
change of climate made Kan- 
ichka ill. Two aspirin tablets 
were prescribed. Then occurred 
one of those offstage incidents 
that are even more unusual 
than the performance. Kan- 
ichka choked, gagged, got pur- 
ple and couldn't swallow the 
two little pills! 














are also reported. 








INo Radio Gravy for U. §. Chumps Who 
Go In on a Rain Check at Tia Juana 








Code for Layoffs 





Bunch of actors gassing on 
46th street started rewriting 
the Industrial Recovery Act. 

One finally cracked lay-offs 
should devise a code, singe that 
was about the only one miss- 
ing. 


25% OF LOS AS 
POP. IS ON 
THE CUFF 











Hollywood, July 17. 
Despite a ballyhoo that touts 
Southern California as the white 
spot of America, it has leaked out 
that in the County of Los Angeles 
alone there are over 445,000 people 
dependant on charity, a total equal 





to the population of Memphis, Tenn. 
Population of L. A. county is around 
2,000,000, which means that about 
one-quarter of the total people here 
depends on county and »private 
charity. 

Welfare problems of the county 
have reached such a point that the 


board of supervisors has arranged to 
spend one day each week on mat- 
ters pertaining to the operation of 
the various charity departments . 


Hitting Theatres 


Showmen are pointing to this 
large number of indigents as the 
main reason for the drop-off of the- 
atre patronage locally, particularly 
in the east side naborhood houses. 

Business men and merchants are 
doing a burn over the consistant 
‘white spot’ advertising campaign 
Los Angeles receives from various 
local organizations which encourage 
people from other states to come 
west only to find conditions here 
similar te those in their home com- 


munities. Result is that L. A. and 
surrounding towns are having a 
heavy burden to bear supporting 


those who are unable to find em- 
ployment after coming here, 

An effort will be made to counter- 
act the affluence propaganda by ad- 
vising people to stay away from the 
coast unless they are well supplied 
with cash, at least sufficient so that 
employinent is not a necessity the 
day following their arrival here. 





2-Way Ma 


Tia Juana, Mex., July 17. 

This is the sucker town for radio 
stations. They grow here as fast as 
mushrooms and fade as quickly. 

With the exception of one station 
that has been doing business at the 
same spot for several years, but enly 
as an on-and-offer, a dozen or more 
have started in the last two years, 
have since vanished. 

Chumps are the Americans who 
come over the border, hoping te 
start a station and garner a lot of 
gravy broadcasting medical adver- 
tising, mystics and other types of 
accounts banned north of the line. 
But it’s a one-way street—the coin 
goes from the chumps for equip- 
ment and some talent but it has no 
retrieving power. 


Amateurs Flood It 

Newest to hit the town are five 
amateur radio operators from Los 
Angeles. They pooled their equip- 
ment and are now hoping for busi- 
ness. They have a couple of re- 
motes from honky tonks which call 
for no outlay as station in return 
plugs the excellent whiskey, ingra- 
tiating hosterses and oppertunities 
at the wheels. 

Trying to attract Americans here 
with beer back and a freer atmos- 
phere in the States, is going floppo. 

Previous couple of American ra- 
dio dabblers went out in a hurry 
after a brief spell in the bastile, 
They found business awful at the 
station so thought they’d make a 
killing at the tables by using fake 
chips of their own make. Good cye- 
sight on the part or croupier stopped 
this particular American invasion. 

It’s a good talking point above the 
border—this heavy coin to be made 
with a station hereabouts—but the 
boys who have tried it have another 
story to tell. 


COAST'S 2D TWO-HOUR 
VARIETY BILL FOR MILK 


San Francisco, July 17, 

Second of the Coast’s two-hour 
variety shows starts on KTAB 
Thursday night (20), when Borden 
Milk Co. begins ‘Borden Capers.’ 

Program will use most of staff 
talent. McCann-Erickson’s Frisco’s 
office agented. 

Other two-hour Coast program is 
the Blue Monday Jamboree on 
KFRC and the CBS-Don Lee chain, 
one hour of which is bankrolied by 
the Shell Oil Co 


Not Hard j in Films 








Picture written se astud the colored 
man who turned white, recently re- 
ported by all the newspapers, ia 
planned for early production in Ja- 
maica, West Indies. Continuity, by 
Julia Gwin, ties it up with a voodoo 








Hollywood, July 17. 
Jack Oakie’s mother, in real life 
is being tested by Paramount to! 
| play the actor’s mama in reel life | 


in ‘Too Much Harmony.’ 


‘Bring 'Em 


princess. 

Car! Burger, the cameraman of 
Back Alive,’ is reported 
bankrolling the indie venture, 
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Hollywood-at-F ail 


Not Favored as 


Representative of Film Industry; 
L. A. and Chicago Give Local Views 


ee 


“Hollywood, July 17. 

Studio publicity heads and execu- 
tives do not regard Hollywood at 
the Fair in Chicago as advantageous 
for tieups. They feel it does not 
give the Fair visitor a proper in- 
sight into working conditions-in the 
industry. 

They claim the Fair venture has 
nothing to offer but a stage and an 
auditorium and has been trying 
to work local pride angle to entice 
Chicago exchange managers. to 
team up their coast studios to boost 
an entirely commercial gimmick 
that is of no help to the industry. 

With regard to the story printed 
on the authority of Lola Lane that 
the cameras were not loaded with 
film, Miss Lane states that the 
statement was given as hearsay as 
she did not personally examine the 
magazines or cameras. 

It is understood here that Fred 
Barto, of Metro’s Chicago exchange, 
wrote Howard Strickling, studio 
publicity head, that empty cameras 
were used to take so-called screen 
tests. This studio had been con- 
tacted to supply cameramen and 
money for film for tests in a beauty 
tieup, but was not interested. Uni- 
versal was not going to co-operate, 
but Carl Laemelle, Sr., was sold on 
the beauty test idea. Studio cannot 
see where the tieup has been of any 
material benefit to the studio, which 
is now giving it no attention. 


Call Itt ‘Racket’ 
Arch Reeve, of Fox, who visited 


the World’s Fair, said his organiza- 


tion was not co-operating. He said, 
‘Il saw the Fair exhibit but it ap- 
peared to be nothing but a racket.’ 
Said they were going through the 
motions ot making tests while he 
was there, but he doubted that they 
were using film in the cameras. 

Idea started two years ago, with 
Hays okaying it at that time. In- 
dustry was to provide a building, 
but Hays’ New York board turned 
that down. Later Hays conferred 
with Rufus G. Dawes on a less cost- 
ly plan, which seemed to be fixed 
about a year ago. Architects from 
the Fair came to the coast and 
wanted to make a reproduction of 
a Hollywood studio, with the Pro- 
ducers’ Association in Hollywood 
rejecting it. Still later the Fair 
people asked all companies to con- 
tribute an educational studio pic- 
ture for showing at the Fair. When 
it was found it would cost $10,000, 
that also went by the board. 

When Grant Withers went to 
Hollywood last spring to interest 
the studios, they also shied from 
his ideas, feeling that there would 
be no benefit to the industry to any 
tie-in suggested. 

Tom Bailey and Bill: Pine, who 
visited the Fair, stated they had no 
yen for the proposition, and that the 
Paramount end \ 2s being cared for 
by the Balaban & Katz-Chicago 
‘Tribune’ beauty contest tie-in to 
the national campaign. 

Understood that for a time it was 

(Continued on page 55) 
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More Colonels 





There will be Colonels from 
now on in Loew theatre op- 
eration, with Joseph R. Vogel 
.added to the ranks as a 
Colonel from Kentucky. Other 
is E. A. Schiller, a Georgia 
Colonel. 

During the past year nu- 
merous showmen have gone 
Colonel via Gov. Ruby Laffoon 
of old Kaintuck, 











Hearst Chatterer 


On L. A. Stage for 
Glory—N Hearst 





Hollywood, July 17. 
Appearance of Jimmy Starr, Los 
Angeles ‘Herald and Express’ film 
columnist, at Loew’s State. this 
week is a promotional. circulation 
tieup. 

Paper refused to allow Starr to 
accept any payment for his ap- 
pearance, figuring trailers plugging 
him in West Coast houses and 
lobby displays announcing he is 
appearing through courtesy of the 
publication, are sufficient re- 
muneration. 

It was reported Starr had been 
agreeable to take $350 for the week. 
Draw which the theatre: figured 
him. for did not materialize. 

House thought it would pull one 
on the studios by having prominent 
stars make appearances for inter- 
views “by the columnist on the 
stage. First day at the matinee he 
had Alice White. For the final 
night performance he had Ginger 
Rogers, with nobody appearing for 
the first night performance. The 
second day Friday (14), he fran- 
tically called studios to help him 
out with people, with studios slip- 
ping novices from their stock com- 
panies. 

Beside interviewing the people, 
Starr is doing a plug on the feat- 
ures of his paper and also his 
column. 


Pummelled for Alleged 
Fake Relief for Actors 


Los Angeles, July 17. 

Chris Traynor, organizer of the 

Allied Unemployed Theatrical 
yroup, Ernest Hall, Kenneth Mee- 
han and Frank Babka, members of 
the group, were arrested Friday 
(14) following an alleged beating 
administered to Mortimer Hayes. 
The group members claimed Hayes 
had sold tickets for a fake benefit 
staged for unemployed actors sev- 
eral months ago. 

Hayes claims that the quartet 
took ‘him to the group headquarters 
and slugged nim with a rubber hose. 

Traynor is a former vaude actor 
and song writer. He organized the 
guild a year ago, and has since been 
sleeping and feeding indigent ac- 
tors and chorus girls. Funds for 








them are solicited from picture 
names. 
SAILINGS 
July 28 (New York to London), 


Belle Baker (Ile de France). 

July 20 (New York to London) 
John MeCormack (Majestic). 

July 19 (London to New 
Jeannette MacDonald, Robert 
chie (lle de France). 

July 19 (New York to London) 
George Kamen (Manhattan). 

July 15 «(New York to 
Jaques Fray (Champlain). 

July 14 (New York to Monte 
Carlo) Carl Randall, Dorothy and 
David Fitzgibbon, Vilma and Buddy 
Eibsen, Tito Coral (Augustus). 

July 12 (New York to London), 
Franklyn D’Amore (New York). 

July 12 (New York to Paris) Eric 
Pommer, Hanna Kass (Olympic). 


York), 
Rit- 


Paris) 








WILL MAHONEY 


The Hollywood Citizen ‘News’ said: 


“Will Mahoney, the sitar of Sid 
Grauman’s prologue to ‘Grand 
Hotel’ was a sensation. He won 


and deserved a tremendous ova- 


ono Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 
Roosevelt Hotel 


Hollywood, Cal. 


ESTHER RALSTON’S HORSE 














It Will Carry Girl in Saddle to 
Comeback for Films Here 
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Hollywood, July 17. 

It will be a horseback comeback 
for Esther Ralston in American 
films. 

Out vf domestic pictures with one 
or two exceptions, for two years 
and a half, player will appear as the 
femme lead in Paramcunt’s western 
‘To the Last Man.’ It was with Par 
that she climbed to stardom. 


COMMISH CLAIM OF 66 
FEES AGAINST DUNN 


Jimmy Dunn, Fox player, has 
been served with notice of an inten- 
tion to file suit against him for al- 
leged past commissions due to the 
estate of the late William H. Leahy, 
former agent. Action is being pre- 
pared by Attorney Robert Broder 
on behalf of H. Rogers Travers; ex- 
ecutor of the Leahy estate. 

Amount sought is slightly under 
$6,000 with the action supposedly 
based on an alleged charge of 
breach of contract by Dunn. Claim 
of the plaintiffs is that Dunn was 
supposed to pay commissions to 
Leahy estate for Leahy’s connecting 
Dunn with Fox Film. 

Dunn’s contract with Fox still has 
around two years to go with his sal- 
ary scaled upwards by $200 weekly 
every other year until expiration. 
Presently Dunn’s salary is slated to 
be around $800 a week. 


Fred Astaire’s Pictures 


Fred. Astaire, just married to 
Mrs. Phyllis Livingston-Potter, left 
with his bride for Hollywood 
Thursday (13) for_his first picture 
work. 

Astaire is set for one picture at 
Metro and another at Radio imme- 
diately afterward. 














New Kind of Dirt for Actors 





Hollywooders Talk About Their Own Soil 


and Rain 


—————— 





Quantity Preferred 


Beverly Hills, July 17. 

For some time Henry Ford 
has been trying to present 
Will Rogers with a Lincoln in 
return for frequent mention in 
his articles of the automobile 
manufacturer. 

Rogers has always refused, 
but finally, at Ford's latest 
offer, sent him the following 
telegram: ‘If you want to 
make me a present of seven 
or eight thousand dollars, send 
me 13 Fords and a tractor.’ 











Wife Ordered from 
Court as Goldstem 


Is Given Divorce 


Springfield, Mass., July 17. 
Samuel Goldstein, head of the G. 
-, Theatres Corp., owners of a 
western Massachusetts circuit, was 
granted a divorce in Probate Court 
here from Mrs. Ray Jacobs Goldstein. 
Goldstein had sued for a divorce on 
the charge of desertion and his wife 
sued for separate support. 

Goldstein testified his wife had 


contemplated a separation and ex- 
pressed pleasure when he left their 
home in November, 1926. After- 
wards, he said, he asked her a 
dozen times to resume iiving with 
him, but each time she refused. 

The summing up of the case 
brought violent protests from Mrs. 
Goldstein. She cried: ‘I don’t care 
if you are a judge, you can’t do 
this to me,’ while Judge John A. 
Denison was reading his decision, 
She then was ordered out of the 
courtroom. 

The judge declared he did not 
find Mrs. Goldstein’s charges against 
her husband proved or ‘even prob- 
able.’ Before filing her separation 
support action, Mrs. Goldstein had 
withdrawn a divorce suit on Jan. 
24, last. She had based the divorce 
action on statutory grounds. 

During his testimony Goldstein 
declared that the young woman 
found in his home early on Nov. 8, 
1927, when Mrs. Goldstein and a 
private detective paid a _ surprise 
visit, was a nurse who had been 
sent to care for him by his physi- 
cian, The theatre operator testified 
his health had become impaired by 
his wife’s nagging and accusations. 

The Goldsteins were married in 
1908. Samuel Goldstein is a brother 
of Nathan Goldstein, his associate 
in the theatre business. 

In Operetta 

Grace Moore and Lawrence Tib- 
bett may go into ‘Blossom Time’ for 
Universal. 








Protecting Fox's New Star 








Makes New Pic Bow 


Hollywood, July 17. 
Walking out on his Metro con- 
tract two years ago to return to the 
stage, Douglass Montgomery (Kent 
Douglass in legit) is back in pic- 
tures. He has replaced Eric Lin- 
den in ‘Little Women’ at Radio. 
Linden was taken out of the pic 
ture to go into ‘Balloon Buster.’ 


Connie’s Musical 


Connie Bennett's first picture for 
Twentieth Century will be a musical 
‘Moulin Rouge,’ 

It’s laid in Paris and around the 
famous music hall there. Adapted 





from a French stage play. 


a 





Lillian Harvey’s First Will Be Her Second 


Fox has decided to temporarily 
shelve the first Lillian Harvey pic- 
ture ‘My Lips Betray’ because not 
considered good enough, and rush 
through the second film. 

Figured by Foxites that the 
launching of the German gir] on 
this side needs a heavy artillery film. 
With Buddy deSylva writing songs 
for the second Harvey pic, more at- 
tention will be given to it and it will 
be launched as Miss Harvey’s first 
American debut picture. Then ‘Lips 
Betray’ will follow on the release 
schedule. 

Miss Harvey was Europe’s biggest 
b. o. draw in France, England and 
Germany for the past four years. 
Fox had to pay her a very heavy 
salary to bring her over, plus her 
clothes designer and director, Hence 
the anxiety not to muff on her de- 
but, 





Hollywood, July 17. 

It may or may not be the lowa 
influence on Southern California, 
but nevertheless the current crop of 
screen celebs mre farmers at heart. 

It’s quite the thing at those Ho}- 
lywood parties now to discuss the 
way the cabbages and the ’taters are 
‘doing qn the ol’ farm. While the 
vocation of the bunch is pictures, 
the back-yard avocation of the ma- 
jority is dirt-digging, but not the 
column chatters’ kind. 

It’s. cheaper than yacht 
and besides it’s a secuurity perhaps 
for those days when a fickle public 
decidés ‘on the wash up. All the 


blue-bookers own farms somewhere |, 


between here and Connectiéeut, 
‘Where They Sow and Reap 


Gary Cooper has his farm (always 
a ranch out here whether an acre 
or 600,000 acres) on the desert edge 
near Palm Springs. Everett Ed- 
ward Horton digs occasionally in 
the soil at Van Nuys. Leo Carrillo’s 
100 acres and his cows are. near 
Santa Monica. Richard Dix has a 
rural mail box in 
valley. Billy Bévan raises avacados 
at Excandido. Edmund Lowe goes 
for walnuts. Clara Bow and Rex 
Bell are true ranchers in Nevada. 

All of the horse opera stars have 
truly rural ranches . with cows, 
broncos and picture cowboys. Wil- 
liam 8S. Hart, Tom Mix and Hoot 
Gibson are all ranch neighbors out 
Saugus way. 

Others who join in the party dis- 
cussions about rain and other agri- 
cultural topics, all ranch and farm 
owners, are Will Rogers, Robert 
Montgomery, George O’Brien, Raoul 
Walsh, Warner Oland and Miriam 
Hopkins. 


WITH CANTOR SERIOUS, «- 
ROGERS STOLE SHOW 


Hollywood, July 17. 

|Eddie Cantor’s recent tendency to 
step out of character and get se- 
rious at parties to discuss weighty 
world topics threw a wet rag into 
the Writers’ Club party Saturday 
(15) with guests paying $1.25 each 
for the honor of eating with writers 
and newspaper men. 

Result of Cantor’s serious note 
halted a. number of gags. planned 
to rib Walter Winchell. Cantor, an 
early speaker, claimed Winchell had 
cleaned up recently and was not the 
dirt digger he used to be; that an 
improvement in his column was no- 
ticeable and Cantor proceeded to 
whitewash Winchell on the dirt 


angle. 
Later Winchell who burned at 
Cantor speech denied he had 


changed and defended his stuff. 
Party advertised as ribber for 
Winchell and other newspaper men 
Winchell in defending his stuff 
took a crack at the Los Angeles 
‘Times’ for recent editorial censur- 
ing him for print‘ng the Carole 
Lombard-William Powell separation 
pointing out it was soreness for 
scooping it, as following week 
‘Times’ used it on news page with 
pictures. Rupert Hughes presided 
and with Will Rogers stole the show 


U’s Polish Tenor 


Universal has sent over to Europe 
for Jan Kiepura, Polish tenor, with 
instructions to come to Hollywood 
pronto. U wants the Pole to play 
the lead in ‘Blossom Time,’ purchase 
of which from the Shuberts was 
consummated Saturday. 

Kiepura-is the star of ‘Be Mine 
Tonight,’ German film which U re~ 
leased over here in an English ver- 
sion to pretty good results. 





Shrinking Pickfair 


Hollywood, July 17 
Pickfair, home of Douglas Fair- 
banks and Mary Pickford, which 
looks down in lordly aloofness from 


its hillside perch upon the lesser 
shacks of Hollywood and Beverly 
Hills, has dropped $150,000 in price 
from its top figure. Manse was 


quoted at $500,000 during the peak 
of the Pickford-Fairbanks reign 

Once pointed out as the rooftree 
of Hollywood's ‘happiest couple,’ it 
ig now for sale at $350,000. 


owning 


San Fernando °* 
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PLAYERS COLD 





Goodwin, Henry Vill, Hopper and 
Joyce Just Amateurs as Meaney, 


Marriage Glu 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Oft-married Don Meaney is get- 
ting ready to try the connubial gam- 
ble once::more. To be exact, he’s 
going to marry for the ninth time. 
That will make him one up on Nat 
Goodwin, Henry VIII and De Wolf 
Hopper, and it will make Peggy 


Hopkins Joyce look like a selling 
plater in the matrimonial handicap. 
Meaney still has a. few to go to tie 
Solomon, but he’s only 45, and has, 
according to the average span of 
life, a chance to become the all-time 
champ. 

His latest trip to the altar will be 
with Dorothy Brown, of the Brown 
sisters, former accordion act. He 
has rechristened the Mrs. Meaney- 
to-be, ‘Ann Howe.’ Pair will do a 
radio tour following their marriage, 
with the new name used for plugs. 

Meaney is a former Chicago news- 
paperman. Later he tried vaude and 
more recently has been working in 
radio both as an entertainer and 
publicist. His ninth bride has also 
been broadcasting. In fact, it was 
through radio they met, Miss Brown 
is the former wife of Walter Nils- 
son, bicycle act. 

Glutton for It 


The marriage glutton, claims that 
all his former marriages have been 
partnerships and the new one will 
be on the same basis. Miss Brown, 
or Ann Howe, understand this, be- 
lieves it will be a success. Meaney, 
who claims he invented her new 
name, has given it to her as a wed- 
ding present. 

Prospective groom's many mar- 
riages started back in 1907 in Chi- 
cago, where he married Amy 
Duwyer. Wife No. 2 was Constance 
Knood, a dancer. The first two hav- 
ing been duds, Meaney decided to 
try again and married Violet Clarke, 
a non-pro. This wedding blew up 
and another wife was taken, this 
time Marion Roland, also a dancer, 
who was followed by Elizabeth 
Wheatley, a singer. Evidently the 
song bird soured Meaney on vocal- 
izing wives. For his next mate, he 
returned to the ranks of the hoofers 
to join heart and hand with Edna 
Wilson. Taking a chance on singers 
again, he next married Virginia 
King, a singer, but it didn’t work, 
so Marian Drael, a dancer, replaced 
her. Meaney and Miss Drael were 
divorced in January. He's been at 
liberty since and goes out of circu- 
lation in a few days when he and 
Miss Brown take the out. 

Meaney has been divorced four 
times, and has had marriages an- 
nulled an equal number. He won't 
bet on how the new attempt will 
end. 

He’s on good terms with all his 
former wives. It was just a ques- 
tion of dissolving partnerships. 
That's all. 

When asked why he was willing 
to take a chance again by a 
VARIETY mugg, a mere amateur of 
one marriage, he replied, ‘Look at 
Miss Brown, that’s reason enough.’ 


2 New Par Stars 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Two new stars will appear in 
Paramount’s 1933-34 product. 

Dorothea Wieck, though having 
appeared in no picture in this coun- 
try, -vill be billed over the title, 
‘White Woman.’ Bing Crosby also 
gets the star spot in ‘Too Much 
Harmony.’ 








Mary Pickford’s Next 


; Hollywood, July 17. 
Mary Pickford’s determined to 
set started on her next picture. 
She is currently negotiating for 
one of five romantic, modern nov- 
els. Miss Pickford has let it be 
known that nothing shall disrupt 
her screen career. 





s 


tton, Plans Ninth 





1st Hitler Gag 





First Hitler gag to hit the 
screen is in Radio’s ‘Rafter Ro- 
mance.’ Hebrew father, played 
by George Sidney, catches his 
son chalking Swastikas on the 
wallpaper and does the kid 
get it! 











Jumps and Bumps 
~ Again Too Much 
For Comic Fatty 





After the 11 years which had 
elapsed following the jam in San 
Francisco, Roscoe Fatty Arbuckle 
became involved in, the late com- 
edian had just finished six comedy 
shorts for Warner Bros. He had 


received $3,000 per short and was 
under contract for six more at the 
same price. 

It had been a comeback for Fatty 
after his long wait, but the making 
of the shorts may have been con- 
tributory toward his sudden death 
while asleep. ' Fatty had not been 
aware that he had _ heart’ trouble 
and gave it no thought. In making 
the shorts, however, after the long 
lapse and without training, he was 
again going over the jumps and 
bumps at the age of 46, the same as 
he had done at 35. On top of which 
the com-dian was a heavy eater at 
night with his favorite dish, beef- 
steak. 

Arbuckle left no estate. Nor did 
he carry any life insurance as far 
as known. A report that a Holly- 
wood producer had a _ policy on 
Fatty is not confirmed. 

Mrs. Arbuckle will leave New 
York during this week for the pic- 
ture colony. 





TALLULAH’S TIME LIMIT 


if U 





Isn’t Ready, Comeback Try 
Will Have to Wait 





Tallulah Bankhead’s comeback at- 
tempt in another picture depends on 
Universal. Actress left for Holly- 
wood Wednesday (12) to make one 
picture for that company if ready 
to start pronto. Otherwise it'll be 
off, as far as she’s concerned. 

Miss Bankhead is set for a legit 
play, ‘Jezebel,’ in New York. Guthrie 
McClintic, its producer, won’t be 
ready for six weeks or two months. 


Siff and Marin at Metro 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Philip Siff, assistant to Dave Selz- 
nick, has been made associate pro- 
ducer at Metro. His first assign- 
ment is the Pecora investigation 
story. 

Siff is to continue his former 
duties as assistant in addition. 








Ned Marin, recently back from 
Ieurope, will probably be made a 
Metro supervisor working under 


Harry Rapf. 





English Lead by Cable 
For the Garbo Film 


Los Angeles, July 17. 
Metro by cable engaged Lawrence 
Olivier to play the lead opposite 


Garbo in ‘Ciristina’. Now en route 
from England 

Metro tested about 4¢C different 
leads in Hollywood for part, even 





trying to get Ronald Colman. 


a4 


CPACE GRABBING 
TASK FOR P. A'S. 


Only Few Actors and Ac- 
tresses Remain Who Can 
Walk Unsolicited Into 
Cols of Papers and Mags 





WEST IS PET 





Hollywood, July 17. 


Currently picture publicists are 
decrying the lack of personalities in 
pictures who appeal as hot copy to 
the newspapers and magazines. 
Though crowded with names, the 
press agents claim that only a dozen 
or so are acceptable to the press 
writers. All other names have to be 
sold to the scribes and peddled hard. 

It’s also admitted that unlike the 
stage, no picture producer means 
anything to a newspaper or maga- 
zine. Pictures, so far as copy is con- 
cerned, have failed to produce a Be- 
lasco or Ziegfeld. On!ty Howard 
Hughes among the producers meant 
anything to a newspaperman. With 
a background as a millionaire play- 
boy, anything Hughes did was copy. 

Currently, Mae West is the scriv- 
eners’ pet. They hang around Para- 
mount trying to get a word with 
her. That goes for fan, newspaper 
and wire service writers. Space on 
Miss West is not hard to get. Para- 
mount, has a hard time getting 
writers interested in any other of its 
contract people. Chevalier, Gary 
Cooper, Bing Crosby and Marlene 
Dietrich get fair space breaks, but 
the remainder of the contract list 
has to be sold to the writers who do 
a lot of sniffing before they start 
writing. 

Metro’s Grabbers 


Metro has Greta Garbo as the 
chief publication interest. Follow- 
ing comes Marie Dressler, who is a 
consistent space getter. Despite a 
heavy backing by the Hearst papers, 
Marion Davies is down the line with 
other papers ‘and news _ services 
passing her up. Fan mags give her 
none too much space. Joan Craw- 
ford, Jean Harlow, Wallace Beery, 
Jimmy Durante, Clark Gable, Rob- 
ert Montgomery and Norma Shearer 
are all good interest for the writers 
of press blurbs and fan mag yarns 
with Miss Harlow rating top inter- 
est of the group. 

Samuel Goldwyn has Ronald Col- 

(Continued on page 75) 
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Dique the Nuts 





Roxy didn’t think Dick Lei- 
bert was dignified enough 
billing for the Radio City Mu- 
sic Hall organist, and sug- 
gested that he spell it Dique. 

Leibert compromised on be- 
coming Richard Leibert. That 
‘que’ was n-e-r-t-s to him. 


OLDTIMERS MAY 
GET BREAKS 
AS EXTRAS 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Academy will attempt to get 
breaks in pictures for the 300 or 
more former silent screen names 
who are in need of work since the 
parade passed them with the start 
of sound. 

List is being drawn up by the 
assistant directors’ section. It will 
be given to every director and pro- 
ducer with a plea to use those on 
the list in extra parts whenever 


possible. 

On the list will be the names of 
scores who were big. in their day, 
but are now mostly forgotten. 


TESTING FOR TEAM 
LIKE WOOD-METAXA 


Peggy Wood and George Metaxa 
have been tested by Paramount as 
a possible team for musicals. 
Couple appeared together in ‘Bitter 


Sweet’ in London, 

Par also spent several days last 
week testing Lanny Ross, radio 
singer. 





























Calling All Headlines! 





H’wood’s Unhappy Legion Vie with Funnies 
for News Spot in Divorce Deluge 





Hollywood, July 17. 

This burg’s gone plain nutty on 
divorces and reported splits in the 
marital ties. Any femme or male 
mugg in the film colony can get 
guaranteed publicity in the local 
sheets by merely hinting that things 
aren’t running so smoothly in the 
family. 

During the past week divorce 
news from the film colony, as played 
by tLe newspapers, would &'! a siz- 
able scrapbook. 

Besides others reported Aileeen 
Pringle hit the dailies with the most 
novel of the divorce stories. Hav- 
ing had the tie unknotted in Mexico, 
she learned that her husband, or ex- 
husband, could not marry again in 
Jamaica, where he lives, until di- 





kin Barclay, actress, from McClel- 
land Barclay, artist. 
Other divorce yarns included: 


Rose Sedgwick, actress, who estab- 
lished a Reno residence to divorce 
Edward Sedgwick, director; denial 
by Edmund Goulding, director, and 
his wife, Marjorie Violet Moss, 
dancer, that they were separated; 
Norman Foster, actor, who spiked 
the report that his Honolulu vaca- 
ti-n was in indication of a marital 
separation with Claudette Colbert, 
actress; series of stories stating 
that Hoot Gibson had a new heart- 
beat, that he didn't have a new 
femme attraction, that he and Sally 
Eilers, actress, would get a divorce, 
and that they wouldn't; separation 
of William LeBaron, producer, and 





vorced there, so Miss Pringle has |his wife, former actress: contem- 
fiied suit in the British possession | plated divorce by Zita Johann, ac- 
to oblige. tress, from John Hausmann, play- 

Those in the film colony divorced | wright; suit filed by Irene Fengal, 
during the past week were Lillian | singer, from San Fengal, non-pro; 
| Bonner Asher, former actress, from | plan of Judith Allen, actress, to di- 
| Eph Asher, producer; Rose Marie } vorce Gus Sonnenberg, wrestler. 
Redwing, actress, from Robert Red- And on all these stories the dailies 
wing, director; Mrs. Constance Ber- 4 jumped with both feet, with divorce 
gen MacMillan, actress, from Dr. | news sharing honors with the funny 
|} Douglass MacMillan; Helene Has- ' page as a necessary feature. 


> 





Tunesters, Once Hollywood's 
Secret Shame, Now Walk in 
Front Door of Filmdom’s Elite 


Hollywood, July 17. 


It is no longer a pity to be a 
songwriter in Hollywood. While 


people in film circles felt, during the ~- 


first musical gold rush, that the 
tunesters got into their hair, the 
current crop of ditty-writers are ac- 
corded respect and consideration, 
‘42a Street’ was the Abraham Lin- 
coln that freed the musikers from 
their former stigma. 

New importance attached to the 
musical end of pictures is due to the 
fact that only those who have 
proven themselves topnotchers and 
film-minded have either survived 
the first influx or have come out 
since. Only about 10% as many 
musikers are now on the coast as 
there were during the days of ’28-'30 


and all those currently here are’ 
working. 
Songwriters are unanimous in = 


their opinion that they are not 
ashamed of ‘their profession any 
more, since they are no longer the 
butt of every joke, but are treated 
as creative contributors to the film 


industry. 

Whyfore of Dislike 
Formerly the lack of picture 
knowledge and _ occasional brash 


manners of some of the craft gave 
the entire group a black eye. The 
practice of forcing any kind of a 
song in a film just to have music, 
with the resultant headache of a 
public saturated with musicals, 
didn't raise the songwriter in Holly- 
wood’s opinion. 

Now it’s all different, with song- 
writers called on :o work hand in 
glove with writers and directors, 
The survivors of the first tune flood 
are invited about socially with im- 
portant people and looked upon as 
craftsmen who really can give a pic- 
ture solid production value. 

Today's demands on the tune- 
smiths are for more than mere 
words and music. Showmanship, 
sense of character delineation and 
situations and ability to fit the in- 
dividual artist’s style and delivery 
are necessary. Even the writing of 
rhymed dialog, an increasing prac- 
tice. calls for more skillful artistry 
than the average dialoger has at his 
command, since it calls for rhythm 
and rhyme plus what the prose 
writer can give. 

Practically all of the composers 
and lyricists who have successfully 
demonstrated their ability to write 


directly for pictures are here now 


or are expected before fall, 


Marshall’s Reply 


Herbert Marshall is on his way to 
the coast to play in ‘White Woman,’ 
starring Dorothy Wieck, regardless 
of reports he wasn't going to go 
through on it. ; 

Actor arrived in New York Fri- 
day (14) on the ‘Berengaria’ and 
left the same afternoon for Holly- 
wood, 

Par is said to have cabled Mar- 
shall that if he didn’t want the 
Wieck picture, he needn't come 
back. He merely replied he was on 
the boat, 











Keaton Sewed Up 


Buster Keaton, in New York cur- 


rently, wasn’t available for per- 
sonzvi appearances because of his 
picture deal for Aubrey Kennedy. 
Latter is producing with Mar- 
shall Neilan directing at Kennedy 
City, outside of St. Petersburg, Fla, 
Patsy Kelly Set 
Hollywood, July 17. 
Patsy Kelly, brought from New 
York through Ralph Farnum 
by Roach to repla Zasu Pitts, 
'clicked on her first picture with 


iThelma Todd 


} 


} 


Producer has given her term 


, 
mtract with 


S 








Sw Og 








EDEN IGEN LEAL IEEE ITLL LON LE TERE RET EEE EI) Gy he 


- 


pe miner! Nene < it ts 5 Sinan 


ney 


ee 

















oars as nan NE op 





‘ 
ceieeaae 


' 
a 
io 
a4 
te 
ne 
bay 
"4 

4 

it 


SRR RE TN 





on 


Ce 


4 VARIETY 


PICT@ReS 


Tuesday, July 18, 1933 


—— 














Maybe 25 Features Not Costing 


Over $200,000 Per 


This Season—Watching WB in B’klyn 


At least 18 and possibly 25 fea- 
tures will be made in the east this 
season for major release. The 18 
may include six produced by and 
for Warners at its own studio in 
Brooklyn, with the balance by in- 
dependent units for major company 
distribution. These will be in addi- 
tion to the East’s usual yearly 
quota of catch-as-catch-can indie 
quickies. 

None of the individual budgets on 
the eastern majors will exceed $200,- 
000. It’s more likely the per picture 


cost will run closer to $150,000. 

Warners’ eastern plans involve 
the construction of another stage at 
the Flatbush studio, where shorts 
only are now made. According to 
Warners, the cost is still under con- 
sideration, with only an okay on 
the price still needed. It is figured 
that if going inte feature produc- 
ing in New York at all Warners 
will have to make at least six pic- 
tures to absorb the overhéad and 
preparatory costs. 

Cast of ‘Chance’ 


Rowland & Brice will make five 
features for Universal, in addition 
to its shorts for the same company. 
R. & B.’s ‘Moonlight and Pretzels’ 
is finished and the indie’s second 
musical, ‘Take a Chance,’ to be 
made in conjunction with Lawrence 
Schwab, goes into production at the 
Paramount (now Eastern Service) 
studio at Astoria, L. I, July 29. 
The cast will comprise James Dunn, 
borrowed from Fox; June Knight, 
Joan Marsh, Cliff Edwards, Buddy 
Rogers, Lillian Roth and Lillian 
Bond. 

Krimsky-Cochran, whose ‘Em- 
peror Jones’ started at Astoria last 
week, may make two more for 
United Artists. 

Herbert Yates (Con. Lab.) com- 
pleted his first feature, ‘Midnight,’ 
at the Erpi studio in the Bronx, N. 
Y. C., last week. It was made with 
the Theatre Guild, Chester Erskine 
directing. Yates hasn’t made a dis- 
tribution deal yet but intends to 
produce two more if landing. 

The eastern expectation is that if 
Warners carries out its eastern 
plans, other major producers may 
follow. Talk of Metro considering 
making use of its partly equipped 
Cosmopolitan studio in Harlem has 
been around for some time. 





$263,000 FOR INDIE ‘JONES’ 


With Robeson Made at 
Astoria in 7 Weeks 





Picture 





Krimsky and Cochran finished 
making of ‘Emperor Jones,’ star- 
ring Paul Robeson, Saturday (15) 
with a total layout of $263,000. 
Two days under seven weeks were 
used at the Astoria (L. I.) studios. 

Schedule for the picture had 
called for five weeks and $200,000, 
but that had called for at least half 
the film to be made in Haiti. Trip 
to that island was put off and a 
jungle set up in Astoria. Bud- 
get was sent up a few notches 
more when Robeson, the star, re- 
fused to go to the South for some 
location shots. 

Picture will be rushed through 
for United Artists’ early fall re- 
lease. 





J. J. Franklin as Div. Mgr. 
With One RKO House 


Harold Franklin is now supervis- 
ing operation of the Albee, Brook- 
lyn, direct. House formerly was 
under divisional jurisdiction of 
Charles McDonald. McDonald is re- 
lieved of the Albee responsibility 
with J. J. Franklin, brother of Har- 
old, in charge. lLatter reporting 
direct to Harold Franklin, gives J. 
J. status of divisional director for a 
single house. 

John Franklin previously had 
been district manager in Cleveland, 
starting with RKO, shortly after 
Harold Franklin tock charge, as 
manager of one of the Coast houses. 
He has progressed rapidly until his 
present divisional manager's berth. 
As div. mgr. with one house ,J. J. 
draws a div. mgr’s. salary. 


Will Be Made East 





Whitney’s ‘Beautiful’ 


Hollywood, July 17. 
First Jock Whitney Technicolor 
picture ‘Beautiful’ ready for camera 
at Radio. 
Barry Trivers, English writer, has 
completed script and through. 


BRITISH AFTER 
HOLLYWOOD 
MEGGERS 


Hollywood, July 17. 
British Gaumont is reported to 
have had agents approach a dozen 
or more current top notch directors, 
most of whom are currently under 
contracts to native major com- 
panies. 
List that Gaumont is interested 
in is virtually the current blue book 
of Hollywood meggers. 
Significant angle is that hereto- 
fore foreign companies, particularly 
English, have rarely shown interest 
in any but the moderate priced di- 
rectors. 
Among those reported on the list 
are Sidney Franklin, Stephen Rob- 
erts, Mervyn LeRoy, Frank Borzage, 
Frank Lloyd, William K. Howard, 
Edward H. Griffith, George Fitz- 
maurice and Robert Leonard. 


A. M. BRENTINGER DIES 
WHILE ASLEEP AT HOME 


Hollywood, July 17. 
Alfred M. Brentinger, 42, vice- 
president and genera] manager of 
United Artists studios, died in his 
sleep of heart failure at his sum- 
mer home at Playa del Rey July 15. 
He had been associated with 
Joseph Schenck for 15 years, com- 
ing from Chicago, his birthplace, to 
go to United Artists as auditor. 
Later he served in various executive 
capacities with different Schenck 

















enterprises. 
Two daughters and a brother sur- 
vive. C 





Estelle Brody for Radio 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Estelle Brody, on the coast since 
returning from London, is getting 
her native film break. She had ap- 
peared in British-made pictures. 

Radio is giving her the chance. 
Miss Brody will be featured in a 
forthcoming production. Studio has 
a long term option on her. 


Coast Ills 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Frank Lloyd left the Murphy 
Memorial hospital, Whittier, yester- 
day (16) with his broken leg in a 
cast. He’ll remain in a wheel chair 
for several weeks. 

Conchita Montenegro is improv- 
ing rapidly following an emergency 
ap-snatching at Benedict hospital. 

Hoot Gibson taken home last 
week. In bed for another 10 days 
while his fractured vertebrae knit. 

Harry Wilson at the Good Sa- 
maritan for observation because of 
foot ills. 

Julie Lang, fan mag publicity 
woman for Paramount, off for two 
weeks for a minor op. 

Sylvia Sidney away from studio 
several days because of impacted 
wisdom tooth. 


London Drafts Lukas 


London, July 17. 
Paul Lukas is the latest American 
actor to be drafted for picture mak- 
ing here. He's due next month for 
London pictures. 
London is making the films here 
for United Artists release. 




















YORK and KING 
LEGAL BATTLE ENDS 
After three trials York and King 
have again been successful in the 
world famous case of York 4nd 
King vs. The People of Great Brit- 


ain. Three times they have been 
the victors and the former judg- 
ment of applause and approbation 
has been affirmed together with 314 
laughs and an additional award of 
43 laughs has been granted, 


PALLADIUM, LONDON 
Weeks July 17 and 24 


Dembow Getting N.Y. | 
Publix Up-Staters of 
Twelve Good Houses 


Sam Dembow, Jr., will probably 
become the operating partner of 
Publix over the upstate New York 
houses under negotiations that have 
reached the stage where a deal will 
be closed shortly. Theatres in the 
group, numbering 2 dozen, are all 
that remain under home office man- 
agement except for the Paramount, 
New York. 
Deal is going forward with the 
trustees of Paramount, to whom 
Dembow is said to have put in a bid 
for the theatres some time back. 
One of the best money-making 
chains within *he Publix system, the 
upper New York state group is 
known as Netco. It includes the 
Paramount, Stapleton, 8S. IL, with 
houses in Syracuse, Rochester, New- 
burgh, Poughkeepsie, Middletown 
and Glen Falls. At present they are 
operated from the ‘Publix h.o. by 
George Walsh, with Harold Green- 
berg as the film buyer. 

Held Many Posts 
In becoming a Publix partner over 
these theatres, Dembow relinquishes 
a number of posts in the Par or- 
ganization, including presidency of 
Theatre Management Corp., vice- 
presidency of Publix Theatres, presi- 
dency of Publix Enterprises and of- 
fices up to presidency in many the- 
atre subsidiaries. He was with the 
Par organization prior to organiza- 
tion of Publix, for which he has 
been vice-president since inception. 














FRANKLIN’S INFO TRUST 


RKO Cabinet Meetings Called Off— 
Only One Angle Source Hereaftei 








By eliminating the cabinet meet- 
ings of the RKO theatre end, Har- 
old Franklin becomes the sole foun- 
tain head for info and other things 
to the receivers, bankers’ reps and 
others in RKO. Eliminati®n of the 
cabinet meetings prevents the re- 
ceivers or others from securing any 
angle but Franklin’s on anything. 
Officially the reason for eliminat- 
ing the sessions was to have the 
theatre men in the company con- 
centrate on the company’s Mid- 
summer Festival. 





Grainger Joins U 





James R. Grainger, on the loose 
several months since resigning from 
Fox, yesterday (Monday) joined 
Universal as its general sales man- 
He replaced Jack Schiaiffer, 
over sales since U settled its con- 
tract with Phil Reisman, ° 
Long in distribution, Grainger 
headed that branch for many years 
in the Fox organization, 

“ddie Grainger, kis son, May go 


ager. 





with U as an associate producer. 





RKO Personality Interjected Into 
WB-RKO; Get-Together Proposal May 
Temporarily Postpone Negotiations 








LeMaire with Zanuck 


Los Angeles, July 17. 


Rufus LeMaire after drawing a 
$1,000 a week for four months from 
Fox without working on lot, and 
with five weeks to go on contract, 
settled it Saturday. F 

He immediately signed with 
Twentieth Century to become pro- 
duction executive to Darryl Zanuck 
aiding him in the same capacity as 
LeMaire did at Warners. Starts 
today. 


MORT SHEA GETS 
BROOKLYN PAR 


Paramount, Brooklyn, reopening 
around Aug. 15, will be operated by 
M. A. Shea under arrangements 
completed between Publix, Shea 
and the Allied Owners’ Corp., 
which built and leased the theatre 
to Publix. Same policy as before, 
Par pictures and stage shows, will 
obtain, 

It will be Mort Shea’s first the- 
atre operation in the Greater New 
York zone. He has _ previously 
confined himself to Ohio, Pennsyl- 
vania and New England, largely 
Ohio and Pa., where Publix and 
Shea pooled theatres two years ago 
into a partnership, Shea operating. 

While it has been agreed that 
Shea will operate the Brooklyn Par, 
the partnership to be set up over 
this de luxer, to take in Allied 
Owners, Publix and Shea, has not 
been worked out. 

Shea has arranged to bring in 
William Raynor, now with RKO at 
the Memorial, Boston, to manage 
the Brooklyn Par for him. For- 
merly with Shea, Raynor was at the 
Fox, Detroit, prior to switching to 
RKO, 


COL WANTS INDIE-MADE 
LOW COST FEATURES 


Hollywood, July 17. 


Columbia is sounding out top- 
notch independent producers with 
a view to having them produce low 
budgeted films for Columbia re- 
lease. Understood it is willing to 
finance 100% with the proviso Co- 
lumbia shall have the privilege of 
okaying cast, director and story. 

First to go under this contract is 
I. &. Chadwick for one picture. 




















Teaming Married Couple 


Edmund Lowe and Lilyan Tash- 
man as a team on _ percentage 
against a $5,000 guarantee are a pos- 
sibility for the Capitol, N. Y., 
July 28. 

Bert Lahr at $3,000 may be on the 
same bill with them. 








‘Baby Face’ Was All Bad, 
Now 100% Other Way 


Chicago, July 17. 

‘Baby Face’ (Warners) at first 
banned in toto by the censor board 
finally passed, also in toto. Very few 
cuts and not pinked. Okay for child- 
ren. 

Censor opposition set back the 
play date a week. Opened Friday 
(14) at B&K Chicago. 





Retakes Hold Sheehan 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Winfield Sheehan’s European trip 
is in the air until the completion of 
‘Paddy the Next Best Thing’ and 
‘Doctor Bull.” Former has two weeks 
to go, with the latter scheduled for 
one week of retakes due to the re- 
placing of Boots Mallory by Ro- 


chelle Hudson. 
Sheehan will remain until both 
pictures have had their rough cut, 


which will at least be three weeks. 


q 


That projected Warner-RKO 
rcombo proposition has taken an in- 
side turn. Mostly, it’s because the 
present RKO theatre personnel is 
not entirely to the liking of War- 
ners, or something like tha‘, it’s said. 
If a deal can be negotiated without 
injecting the RKO personality angle, 
looks good to be accomplished. 
There are likely to be further con- 
fabs soon but exactly when is open, 
Certain forces are at work to assure 


| the completion of the thing, with 


the likelihood the downtown end of 
RKO may be propelled to take a 
hand in the future conferences. 

So far whatever talk has taken 
place has been through regular com- 
pany people. 

Aid to Both 


A union of the two firms is looked 
upon as beneficial to both from va- 
rious angles.- Not the least is the 
enormous saving in overhead which 
could be effected through cutting 
down the film exchange properties 
and production. 

Additionally, with Warners lend- 
ing its film booking aid to RKO 
theatres, the latter could shove into 
a most enviable position from a, 
product supply point. For Warners 
is the RKO key theatre position in 
and around New York, which would 
be second to none. 

The RCA angle runs along equip- 
ment lines. It’s not at all incon- 
ceivable to see the RCA forces fig- 
uring to make a tie-up and over- 
riding any and all possible person- 
ality or manpower objections which 
are now confronting the proposi- 
tion, 

RCA is the controlling factor in 
RKO, but on the theatre end as rep- 
resented by Keith-Albee-Orpheum, 
the Meehan faction.may now have 
to be considered. 


16 Couples as U. A. Guests 
At Fair, With Extras 


Jimmie Ashcraft went with 
United Artists Thursday (13) and 
quickly left for Chicago to handle 
the Mary Pickford ‘Secrets’ win- 
ners who arrived in fair town Sate 
urday (15). 

A total of 16 couples were picked 
from as many keys, with free trips 
to Chi, hotel expenses and enter- 
tainment included. While in the 
Windy City, each couple is sending 
a story daily back to the newse- 
paper in their town which the con- 
test was worked through. 








While this tie-up was on ‘Se- 
crets,’ Miss Pickford chalks its 
value mostly up to her next, ‘Se- 


crets’ being pretty well out of cir- 
culation now. 





BEN PIAZZA’S BURN 


Metro’s 265-Ilb. Caster Put on a Diet 
a La a Canary 








Hollywood, July 17. 


That loud groan floating eastward 
is emitted by Ben Piazza. After 
years of free and hefty eating, he 
has been put on a diet. 

Metro’s 265-pound caster is now 
trying to live on melba toast and 
orange juice. His usual meal has 
been of spaghetti, chicken and 
Chinese food. 

Piazza consulted a Doc about his 
weight. Pill dispenser said cut 
down on intake, and gave him one 
of those diets which would make 
a canary squawk. 

When the mob are with Piazza 
now they talk of nothing but food. 


Thompson Back at RKO? 


Major Leslie E. Thompson may 
be back at RKO on the theatre end 
in the old job, that of handling Ia- 
bor relations. 

Herschel Stuart, who was over- 
seeing Thompson’s former work in 
his capacity as general manager ot 
RKO, later took over actual neg0- 
tiations when Thompson left to £9 











with Trans-Lux. 
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Columbia Cancels All Players in 3 


- "Pix Pending 
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Hollywood, July 17. 

Sam Briskin has cancelled all 
players in the two features and the 
short halted on the Columbia lot 
when the soundmen led the other 
unions out on strike, giving as the 
reason for the cancellation the 
abandonment of production on these 
pictures. 

This is based on two clauses of 
the standard artists’ contract, one 
provision of which allows for one 
week’s suspension of salary during 


production. This is used to cover 
the week just closing. Other clause 
provides for the cessation of salary 
should the production for any rea- 
son be abandoned. Had production 
merely been announced as _ sus- 
pended, the players would. have 
gone under half salary until work 
peas resumed. 

Briskin hopes to resume work on 
all three when the strike shall have 
been settled. Having ended pro- 
duction, he must take his chances of 
again securing the players released 
by this action, who are at liberty to 
accept any other engagement. 

Those affected by the cancellation 
include Helen Twelvetrees, Victor 
Jory, Alan Dinehart, Noel Madison, 
Frederick Vogeding, Walter Con- 
nelly, Clarence Muse, Charles 
Stevens and Toshia Mori in ‘Fury 
of the Jungle,’ with William Niel 
directing, and Nancy Carroll, Wal- 
lace Ford and Donald Cook in ‘My 
Woman,’ over which Victor Scher- 
tizinger was waving the megaphone. 
Will Mahoney, Bob Garrety arfé 
Dorothy Dixon were in ‘The En- 
tertainer,’ with Ralph Staub pilot- 
ing. The latter was the short sub- 
ject. 

Union Matter Same 

‘Jungle’ had been four days on 
location at Lake Malibu, with ‘My 
‘Woman’ one week under way. ‘En- 
tertainer’ had one day to go to 
round out the first week. 

Situation with the unions is un- 
changed. Pat Casey is working to 
effect a settlement through William 
Elliott, IATSE head, handling the 
matter in the east. Latter is un- 
available to get a decision through, 
but has promised Casey to notify 
the unions that Columbia was to 
be considered as signatory to the 
producers with the union, though 
not a member of the Hays body at 
the time the pact was signed. Pend- 
ing some decision from _ Elliott, 
Casey is marking time in dealing 
with the local unions. 


ON THE CUFF DIALOG 
AGAIN FOR PEARL PIX 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Since its sad experience shooting 
on the cuff for ‘Rasputin’ dialog, 
Metro completed 
scripts only. 

Because of short time left on Jack 
Pearl story, ‘Big Liar,’ the studio 
will have to go back to the cuff 
stuff again, starting picture in three 
weeks with what is estimated will 
be only half the story. Pearl must 
be in New York Oct. 3, causing 
studio to rush work. 

Allan Rivkin, P. J. Wolfson and 
Norman Krasna now on script. 


Slot Machines at Mayfair 


First Broadway house to go for 








has been using 





those gambling machines is Walter 
Reade’s Mayfair the&tre. 

Machines are flooding the city of 
New York due to a court ruling that 
they're not to be considered a legal 
offense unless a policeman actually 
sees the tokens the machine pays 
out turned in for cash. 

Two nickel eating steel monsters 
in the Mayfair lobby are the first 
used in show biz 


Strike Settlement 


Picking Friends 


> 





Film p.a., idle for several 
months, is going through the 
customary experience of find- 
ing out who his friends are. 

When inducted into his last. 
big job he received a flock of 
congratulatory telegrams. And 
kept them. 

Last week he mailed all the 
wires back to the _ senders, 
without comment. 


FOX’S OUTLOOK 
WITH KENT 
SEEMS 0.K. 











Sidney R. Kent has been at Fox 
as its president. just a little over 
one year, and is confident the com- 
pany will make the grade all right 
now, with nothing to fear. Now that 
the hardest bumps are over, his en- 


tire organization as well is behind 
Kent in the outlook ahead. 

After a long siege of dubiousness 
concerning Fox’s picture output, 
sentiment within the organization 
has turned strongly, former non- 
Kent men now being his biggest 
boosters. Manner in which Jesse L. 
Lasky is coming along further 
backs up the judgment shown by 
Kent since he took hold of the 
shaky reins of Fox Films. 

Fox sales force, in the dumps last 
year from all appearances, has sud- 
denly become keyed to a high pitch 
under John Clark. Since coming in 
as general sales manager for Fox, 
Clark has upset all fears of large 
shakeups by avoiding disturbance 
of the distributing system, Kent’s 
policy from the start. 


30c Average P.P. for 
Over Million F-WC 
Fans Ist July Week 


Los Angeles, July 17. 
After dropping to approximately 
800,000 during the middle of June, 
weekly attendance at Fox West 


Coast houses took a jump during 
the first week in July and again 
passed one million. 

Average admission over the cir- 
cuit was approximately 30c, for a 
total gross intake of slightly better 
than $306,000. 


PLENTY OF NEIGHS 
FOR HORSE FANS 


Hollywood, July 17. 


The horse, usually only a critter 
to help the hero win the gal in the 
wide-open-spacers, is having his 
starring cycle in pix. He’s the chief 
actor in at least four films in work 
or soon to be started. 

Columbia will release ‘King of the 
Wild Horses,’ featuring ‘Rex,’ and 
directed by Earl Haley, as the first 
on its '33-'34 program. 

A neigh hero will be an artillery 
charger to be prominent in RKO’'s 
‘Rodney,’ taken from Leonard Na- 
son's ‘Satevepost’ story. 

Still another prominent gallope~ 
is a cavalry mount to be featured in 
an untitled Peramount pic. 

Horse prospects are being can- 
vassed by Fox from which to pick 
‘Smoky,’ the four-hoofer in the 











WIRES, EITHER 


——___— 


ABA Code Takes in All 
Show Biz Branches— 
Child Talent, Foreign Ac- 
tors and Auditions Con- 
sidered—Bureau for Ma- 
terial Registration—10% 
Top Commish—No Dou- 
bling 


ALL ACTORS LICENSED 


Actors’ Betterment Association, 
of which Eddie Dowling is presi- 
dent, has forwarded to Washing- 
ton its own code for the improve- 
ment of conditions for actors in all 
branches of show business under 
the National Industrial Recovery 
Bill. 

The ABA code covers all matters 
affecting actors, including wages, 
doubling, auditions, contracts, arbi- 
tration, salary pacts, commissions, 
insurance,’ company unions, child 
talent, foreign talent, number of 
shows daily, and bonding of the- 
atre owners. It even bars collect 
telegrams. 

Of the several actors’ codes be- 
ing formulated, the ABA’s is the 

(Continued on page 67) 


PLAYGROUNDS 
OPPOSITION 





Reading, Pa., July 17. 

Theatres here are viewing with 
alarm—and with good reason—the 
spread of activities of the Reading 
playgrounds and public recreation 
department, financed by the city 
treasury, out of taxes supplied in 
part by theatre owners. 

Now the playgrounds, 29 of them, 
are showing free films in competi- 
tion with theatres that have to 
charge admission to earn enough to 
pay city taxes. 

The situation is anything but 
pleasing to the theatres, but thus 
far no managers have had the ener- 
gy to protest to City Hall. 








IN] NO COLLECT |New Corp. but Subsid of Paramount 


May Purchase Assets at Proper Time 





Doesn’t Sound Broke 


Hollywood, July 17 
Howard Hughes’ yacht is up 
for. sale, with Hughes in the 
market for a new boat. 
Reason for the sale is that 
his present yacht is not large 
enough to carry his airplane. 


U IS FINANCED 
AND SAFE, SAYS 
N.Y. 1.0. 


Within the past few weeks Uni- 
versal has greatly steadied its posi- 
tion so far as the immediate future 
is concerned through arrangements 
for financing that will carry the 
company safely for the coming year. 
It may have been forced to sell out, 

















as reported probable, had not satis- 
factory connections been made for 


provision of funds essential to car- 
rying out production and _ other 
plans. 

Reports that Universal would sell 
out are set a. rest with the arrival 
of financing. Source an” amount of 
money at U’s disposal not set forth, 
but from the New York home office 
emanates information that U has all 
the credit it needs at this time. 

U says that no one at the moment 
holds any options for purchase cf 
the company, nor has one, specific- 
ally set at $4,000,000 and said to be 
held by a_ well-known producing- 
distributing showman, ever been in 
existence. 

From time to time U has been a 
possibility for sale, but at the value 
placed on the company by Carl 
Laemmle there never has been any 
close bite. 


’ 
Goldwyn’s Sculptor 
Hollywood, July 17. 
Ralph Jester, New York sculptor, 
is here under 10-week contract as 
Sam Goldwyn aid, designing sets 
for ‘Roman Scandals.’ 





Con Lab Asked to Cut $200,000 From 
RKO Film Print BillKinda Jammed 





Selznick Take-Over 








screened version of Will James’ 
story, now being prepared by Paul | 





Perez for Gene Forde's direction 


Hollywood, July 17. 
Metro intending ‘Villa Villa’ as a 
special, John Considine was taken 
off as supervisor, with Dave Selz- 
nick handling the picture personally. 
Considine works under Selznick 
in Metro supervisory setup. 


Schenck Burn Fizzling 
Out After Sizzling Up 





Hollywood, July 17. 


Charges of Joseph M. Schenck, 
specifying ’espionage and bribery’ 
against a fellow member of the Pro- 
ducers Association, seem to be fiz- 
zling out as fast as they sizzled up. 
Present indications are that the 
matter will be allowed to die in the 
committee, to which it was referred. 

Committee to date has not called 
1 council on the issue, explaining 
that members have beeen too busy 
with other dutiea 





> o RD 


Whether RKO will 
film printing contract with Consol- 


idated Lab is__ still unsettled. 
Regardless of outside propaganda 
trying to impel Eastman influence 
to land the deal, the deal is not yet 
set. The DuPont-Pathe people 
have a bid in also for the RKO 
film printing contract. 

RKO people feel they are entitled 
to at least a $200,000 cut in the Con- 
solidated terms, it is reported. 
Other differences have arisen be- 
tween the firms, mostly on account 
of certain Consolidated angles. 
These haven't made RKO at all en- 
thusiastic about renewing with the 
lab. 

Among the angles is one which 
would have Consclidated as just 
about having talked itself out of an 
RKO deal, through voluntary opin- 
ions rendered anent company film 
production and as made to one of 
the firm’s receivership committees. 

The thing may be ironed out. If 
Consolidated RKO 
film printing for the next season, it] 
may be split with DuPont-Pathe. | 

' 
| 


renew the 


doesn’t get all 


iffiliation, more Yr 
RKO, and therefore is 


considered as entitled to a piece 


Latter has an 


less, with 


5 ——— 


Paramount Publix bankruptcy 
may be discharged by Jan. 1, ac- 
cording to present estimates. By 
that date the company will have 
gone through the process of a sale, 
conventional under the bank- 
ruptcy laws, regardless of what re- 
organization has meanwhile tran- 
spired, it is believed. 

Most likely a new company will 
be formed to supplant Paramount 
Publix in the purchase of the as- 
sets of latter as they stand when 
the time arrives for consideration 
of offers. A _ possibility, according 
to Par, is that Paramount Pictures, 
Inc., may be the purchaser. This 
is a PP subsidiary, set up to hold 
Paramount Distributing Corp., 
Paramount International and Para- 
mount Productions. It has no con- 
nection with theatres, which rep- 
resent the main liabilities of the 
PP company through Publix En- 
terprises and other subsidiaries. 


Theatres Did It 


While it may seem odd that a 
subsidiary of P-P could become the 
purchaser of the bankrupt estate, 
it would work out in this case be- 
cause Par Pictures is in no way 
associated with theatres. Latter 
were the major source of Par's 
troubles, eventually landing the 
parent company in_ receivership 
and bankruptcy. 

If taking over Paramount Publix 
on a bankruptcy sale, Par Pictures 
would immediately have a clean up 
all creditor claims as filed against 
P-P by no later than Sept. 26, date 
when all claims must be in. 

With the deadline on _ creditor 
claims against PE being July 26, 
attorneys are waiting for an offer. 
It may come from a group headed 
by S. A. Lynch under an arrange- 
ment which would make Lynch a 
partner in this large subsidiary 
with P-P. Irving Trust Co., trus- 
tees for PE, has hints that this 
may be done but nothing more 
conclusive than that. It would 
have to be through a new company 
organized as a PP-Lynch partner- 
ship. 

While it is said that the theatre 
reorganization committee will de- 
termine what PE is worth as it 
now stands or will stand after all 
creditor claims are _ considered, 
there is no advance as to possible 
purchase price on a sale. PE is 
a $14,000,000 corporation. If a 
sale is to be made, its acceptance 
must be approved by both the 
Irving Trust and the PE creditors. 
Latter is largely comprised of sub- 
sidiaries within PE, owned in 
whole or part by PE, as well as 
landlords. 


225 Theatres Left 


In considering the value of PE, 
it is pointed out, an estimate must 
be reached largely on the basis of 
the earning power of the approxi- 


mate 225 theatres this company 
holds. 
Majority of the creditor claims 


against PE are already filed. In a 
few instances landlords are trying 
for future rents under an amended 
bankruptcy law that isn’t exactly 
clear on the point. PE trustees 
will try to avoid court action on 
any claims, making effort § for 
amicable settlements instead if any 
question arises. 


CHI ‘TRIB’ GOES PURE 
BUT ONLY FOR 50% 





July 17. 

Local showmen reported last week 
Chicago ‘Tribune’ was apparently 
on another one of its purity sprees. 
Censorship of theatrical advertising 
crops up every now and then with 
the ‘Trib.’ 


Chicago, 





‘Baby Face’ copy had to be rewrit- 
ten by B&K on the ‘Trib’s’ claim 
that the line ‘she lured men to get 
what she wanted was salacioua, 
‘Trib’ didn’t object to a rather sexy 
illustration used with the text 

Meanwhile the ‘Tribune’ has flatly 
rej ~“l any and all py for ‘This 


Nude World,’ current at the Castle. 
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Leon's Goes Into 


Spurt, Tops 30; 


Pathe Up on Heavy Volume, but 


Others Fail to Follow Leader 


By AL GREASON 

Feature of dealings yesterday 
(Mon) in the amusement shares 
was the performance of Loew's, 
which was pushed up above 30 for 
a new top on the year. Response 
to activity in the group leader 
among the other theatre stocks was 
not impressive. 

Pathe was churned around in 
Jarge volume and moved ahead to a 
new high for the recovery at better 
than 9, but there was nothing in 
the news to hint at any relation- 
ship. Leading influence in the se- 
curity market was a sensational 
upturn in wheat, some of the op- 
tions in which went ahead by four 
cents to above $1.22, with Decem- 
ber cotton up about $2 a bale. 

Bonds performed strikingly in a 
rather mixed picture, continuing a 
movement begun last week. Oddity 
was that the Pathe liens did not 
appear on the tape at all, although 
they have been spirited performers 
up to now. RKO obligations held 
their own, while the Warner 6’s 
were available at concessions from 
the recent best. 

It was an even choice between the 
views that something was in the 
making among the amusements or 
whether clique operators were 
merely using the film issues for a 
demonstration as a ‘curtain’ to 
mask distribution elsewhere in the 
list. There has. been nothing re- 
cently in the trade news to justify 
a campaign in any of the film is- 
sues. 

A Confused Picture 

Composite line-up of the amuse- 
ment group in last week's dealings 
was too confused and contradictory 
to give any line on the outlook. 
Cross currents and conflicts fogged 
the picture in all directions, carry- 
ing the suggestion that the theatre 
issues as a family were lacking in 


(Continued on page 38) 


CHADWICK RETURNS TO 
STATE RIGHTING ON OWN 


Hollywood, July 17. 


I. E. Chadwick returns to the in- 
dependent production field on his 
own within a few weeks, with a 
program of four pictures scheduled 
for state righting. 


Chadwick abandoned his own in- 
dividual production activities four 
years ago, although during the past 
year he has been making films for 
Monogram. 


First picture will be ‘Wine, 
Women and Song,’ the rights to 
which he bought from Bonita, the 
play’s former star, who will assist 
on the production. 

Producer returned Wednesday (12) 
from New York and a swing around 
the exchange centers. While in 
New York he closed with Gaumont 
to handle the British distribution 
of his pictures, and with Melvin 
Hirsh to state right them in the 
New York territory. 

Pop Korson will release the quar- 
tet in Philadelphia. 











Garyn’s Master Art Berth 


Pat Garyn, former National 
Screen Service general manager, 
joined Master Art Products yester- 
day (Mon) as vice-president and 
general manager. 

His activity begins immediately. 
Company statement was that Garyn 
had acquired an interest in the con- 
cern. He takes charge of distribu- 
tion and assumes other executive 
duties. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Karl Freund. 

Stanley Bergerman. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Astaire. 
Tallulah Bankhead. 
Herbert Marshall. 

Mrs. B. Sidney. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Robert Gillham. 

Al Wilkie. 

fam Marx. 

Herman Gluckman. 
Jobn Francis Larkin. 
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Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last chee. 
100 Am, Seat. 6% 6% be — 
300 Col. Pics.. 23% 22% 23%+% 
300 Cons. Film 4% 4% ‘4%— % 
2.600 Deo pf... 12% 11% 12% + % 
2,700 East. K.. 87% 86 86%— % 
3,100 Fox F. A. 4% 4 4%—% 
6,100 Loew .. 30% 26% 29% +2% 
2,800 Par. cfs. 2 2 2% + % 
7800 Pathe .... 2% 2 2% + % 
8200 Do pf... 9% 8% 9% +1% 
62,800 RCA 11% 11 11 + % 
4,100 RKO 4% 4% 44% 
12,300 W. B....-. 8% 7% S&+ % 
BONDS 
$13,000 Gen. Thr. 8% 7 8% + % 
6,000 Keith .... 52% 52% 52% + % 
1,000 Loew's ... 82 82 82 +1 
25,000 Par-Fam.. 28% 25% 27 +1% 
28,000 Par-Pub 28 25% 28 +2% 
1,000 RKO . 20% 20% 29%+ % 
14,000 W. B..... 38% 38 38% + % 
UR 
100 Col. Pic.. 22 22% 22%-—1% 
300 Techni ... 8% 8% 8% + % 
400 Trans-L .. 3% % 3%+ % 











COAST AGENTS 
TO HAVE OWN 
ARBITER 


—_—— 


Hollywood, July 17. 

If the proposed agency code of 
the Academy is accepted by all 
branches of the body, Charles Lowy, 
deputy state labor commissioner, 
will act as arbiter on all disputes 
involving percenters and clients. 

Academy agency committee 
passed the amended code, with 
Lowy and other State Labor Com- 
mission officials present and okaying 
the legality of the instrument. Since 
then a clause has been inserted pro- 
viding for the state labor body to 


participate in any agency-talent dis- 
putes. Representative from that of- 
fice will sit in at hearings with per- 
sons named by the two sides. 


Code prov:ides that an agency 
must have a written agreement to 
represent the artist and that a com- 
plete list of all clients be filed with 
the Academy by each agency, as 
well as a complete list of all per- 
sons connected with the agent’s 
office. 

In reciprocity, producers will send 
the agents descriptive east sheets 
of productions coming up. No agent 
is to receive more than 10% com- 
mission, nor take any gifts or com- 
missions from studios. No con- 
tracts on contingent basis will be 
allowed, and if during a _ stated 
period no employment is forthcom- 
ing, the contract is cancelled. Same 
holds true if agent is expelled from 
Academy. 


Mixing Air, Celluloid 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Taking a tip from Radio, Hal 
Lyons will produce a series of film 
shorts similar to the popular ether 
programs dramatizing events in 
American history. Oliver Drake, 
who has been writing for ether, 
will do dialog and continuity on 
the picture. 


Lyons has been out of pictures 
since 1925. He is partly angeli-<¢ 
himself, with Santa Barbara people 
supplying balance of ~*sh. 

First short gets underway in two 
weeks at International studio. 
Lyons has no release. 











Young Laemmle Decides 
U Needs Scenario Head 


Hollywood, July 17. 


Although previously deciding that 
Universal could function without a 
scenario head, Carl Laemmle, Jr., 
changed his mind and has appointed 
Alfred J. Cohen to the post. Cohen 
will also continue his present duties 
as story head. 

Scenario job was left vacant when 
Dale Van Every was named as as- 





sociate producer. Studio will con- 
tinue having its writers work di- 
rectly with their supervisors, 


25TH FOR RICHARDS CLAN 


Pa and Ma With 9 Children 
Celebrating; E. V. Resting for While 








New Orleans, July 17. 

Al) the Richards family will 
gather round Thursday (20) to help 
Pa and Ma celebrate their 25th 
anniversary. Pa and Ma will be 
there in person as Mr, and Mrs. 
E. V. Richards, 

Filling up the rest of the room 
will be the nine Richards children, 
the youngest about 15 months old 
and all gathered during the same 
25 years. 

According to E. V., production 
has stopped for a while, 


Henigson Lands 1006’s 
In Chi Sound Suit 


Universal City, July 17. 

Henry Henigson was granted a 
judgment of $106,500 in the Superior 
Court of Chicago against the Ex- 
celsior Motor Manufacturing and 
Supply Co. of that city. 

In 1928, Henigson made a deal 

with the corporation to handle 
sound equipment manufactured for 
theatres on the coast. 
Henigson is reported to have paid 
a substantial bonus for the coast 
rights to the equipment, but during 
’°28-’29 was unable to get equipment 
from the company to fill the orders 
he received. Suit was the result, 
with the trial lasting about two 
weeks and Henigson going to Chi- 
cago to testify. 











Group Flying East 


Hollywood, July 17. 

' Officials of Radio who were to 
have left for the east via plane yes- 
terday, will not leave until today 
(Monday). 

Party includes Ned Depinet, Rob- 





Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 
Week of July 21 
Paramount — ‘Mama Loves 
Papa’ (Par). 
Capitol—‘Storm at Daybreak’ 





(Merto). 

Strand — ‘Heroes for Sale’ 
(FN). 

Rialto — ‘Sleepless Nights’ 
(Ind.). 

Roxy—‘Arizona to Broadway’ 
(Fox). 

Music Hall—‘Double Harness’ 
(RKO). 

Mayfair — ‘Savage Gold’ 
(Auten). 

Rivoli — ‘This Is America’ 
(BIP). 

$2 Pictures 


‘Pilgrimage’ (Fox) (Gaiety) 
(2nd week). 
‘Song of Songs’ (Par) (Cri- 


terion) (18). 











Malay Bunch Back 


San Francisco, July 17. 


Fox crew which spent the last 
six months in Malay filming ‘Man 
Eater’ docked here Wednesday (13) 
on the NYK liner Tatsu Maru. 

In the company: were Marion 
Burns and Kane Richmond; Clyde 
E. Elliott, who directed; and James 
O. Spearing, author. Some 450,00) 
feet of film came back with the 
voyagers. 

A cameraman, still there, will re- 





ert Sisk and Jules Levy. 


turn in a fortnight. 





Hollywood 





department. 


Warners borrowed Howard Hawks 
from Metro to meg Richard Barthel- 
mess in ‘Shanghai Orchids.’ 
Harvey Fox scripting his own 
yarn, ‘Mandalay,’ for Warners. 


_Mickey Mouse Tour 

Evelyn Torry’s ‘Mickey Mouse’ 
unit gets three weeks’ bookings over 
the Fox West Coast circuit in 
Southern California, 

Eight-year-old Jane Withers from 
radio will vocalize for 13 ‘Looney 
Tune’ cartoons. 

Metro renewed its contract with 
Bert Nelson and his lioness, ‘Prin- 
cess Pat.’ 

Albert Kelley and John Reinhardt 
will meg Fox’s Spanish version of 
‘Woman.’ 

Fox has termed Wini Shaw from 
New York legit for six months. 

Robert Lord and Peter Milne are 
rushing a rewrite of ‘Kennel Mur- 
der Case.’ Charles Kenyon and 
Edward Chodorov are doing a simi- 
lar job on ‘Shanghai Orchids,’ both 
Warner pix. 

H. C. Hopper, ange! for George 
Weeks, and Wesley Smith, of Smith 
and Aller, are in New York on a 
producing deal. 


Writers to Meg 

Frances Martin turns from writ- 
ing to directing at Paramount. Ben 
Holmes foregoes the typewriter for 
the meg at Radio. 

Quinn Martin, formerly of Fox, 
on the editorial board at Para- 
mount. 

Charles Laughton will be the 
Humpty-Dumpty of Paramount’s 
‘Alice in Wonderland.’ 

Radio is after Bert Lahr to team 
wie ae Pitts. 

ollenette ballet and the Meglin 
Kiddies spotted in Metro’s ‘Stage 
Mother.’ 

Norman Krasna has been put on 
the Jack Pearl story at Metro. Six 
previous yarns were dumped. 

Henry Armetta with Universal for 
three shorts. 

Metro wants another story from 
Morris Lavine based on the latter’s 
experiences as a news hound. 

Replacing Boots Mallory by 
Hudson in Will Rogers’ Fox pic, 
‘Doctor Bull,’ necessitated a week 
of retakes. 

Grover Jones, new president of the 
Paramount Studio club; Harry 
Thompson, v. p.; William P, White, 
treas., and Louise Allen, sec. 

Sari Maritza off the Paramount 
contract list. Likewise Jerry 
Tinker, kid actor. 

Percy Kilbride from New York 
legit, arrived for one pic at Para- 
mount, ‘White Woman.’ 

George Wagener adapting ‘Sweet- 
heart of Sigma Chi’ for Monogram. 
‘Deluge’ Ends ‘World’ 
Because of the similarity between 





KBS’ ‘Deluge’ and ‘End of the 





Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and added to the regular weekly ‘Variety. 
The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 

News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 


World,’ Cecil B. DeMille has set 
‘Cleopatra’ to supplant ‘World’ for 
Paramount. 

Bradford Ropes returned to Metro 
to work on the adaptation of Marion 
Davies’ ‘Paid to Laugh.’ Bing Crosby 
set for male lead. 

Cold on Code Co-Op 

Academy has chilled on lending 
co-operation to the Al Cohn-formed 
Employees’ Code conference. 

Sam Marx in New York on story 
hunt for Metro. 

Termer for Hyams 

Leila Hyams has been given a 
seven-year contract by Universal, 
with first picture to be ‘Saturday’s 
Millions. Actress recently left 
Metro. 

Extra ranks of Twentieth Cen- 
tury’s ‘The Bowery’ include such 
old time stars and feature names as 
Florence Lawrence, Kit Guard, 
Helen Chadwick, Alice Lake, Paddy 
Flynn, Frank Moran and Pat Fra- 
ney. 

L. Wolfe Gilbert, I. B. Kornblum 
and Stuart Anthony, authors of the 
operetta, ‘Waiting for the Robert 
E. Lee,’ have closed with Belasco 
and Curran to produce it on the 
stage. 

Deal for KBS to produce six fea- 
tures for United Artists release, 
chilled. 

J. P. McGowan will produce the 
three Tom Tyler westerns which 
Burton King was originally set to 
do for Freuler Films release. 

Alice White goes into the femme 
lead of Universal’s ‘Good Red 


Bricks.’ 
Set Back 

When Mona Maris had to replace 
Conchita Montenegro in  Fox’s 
Spanish picture, ‘Woman,’ because 
of latter’s appendicitis op, it set 
back starting date of the Ralph 
Like-Willis Kent indie, ‘Don Henry.’ 
Indies will wait for Miss Maris. 

Robert Collier east this week for 
Fanchon & Marco to arrange New 
York and chain broadcasts for the 
Roxy. 

Dorothy Mackaill, Regis Toomey 
and Dorothy LiBaire have the top 
parts in Allied’s ‘Red Kisses.’ 

Marion Orth, off at Fox’s West- 
ern ave. studio, goes to work for 
Goldwyn on script of ‘Nana.’ 

Jesse Lasky’s ‘Berkeley Square’ 
gets $2 top run in New York, open- 
ing at the Gayety there after ‘Pil- 
grimage.’ 

Radio wants 
two pictures. 

‘Crowned Head’ is Joe E. Brown’s 
next Warner comedy, scripted by 
Ernest Pagano and H. M. Walker. 

Gean Raymond gets male lead in 
Fox-Lasky’s ‘Marionette’ pic, 
megged by Rowaland V. Lee. 

Eugene Frenke get to produce 

(Continued on page 49) 


Colleen Moore for 


Matter of Decree by Judge Nields r) 
Up in Wilmington 


on Electrics 


Between Wednesday and Friday 
of this week lawyers for the varioug 
sides will get their chance to argue 
pro and con in the matter of what 
kind of a decree Federal Judgq 
Nields should hand down in Wilma 
ington, relating to the suit of Stana 
ley (WB); General Talking Pic« 
tures (DeForest); and the Duovag 
Corp., against ERPI, A.T.&T. an@ 
Western Electric. 

Indications are that the plaintiftg 
will ask for a blanket injunctiow 
covering every phase of equipment 
merchandising in the film trade by 
the electrics. This is regardless of 
whatever direct interest each of the 
plaintiffs may have individually in 
the matter. of 

The angle the Warners are most-«- 
ly interested in covers the servied 
charge. For Duovac, it’s an alleged 
claim of restraint of trade in the 
matter of radio tubes manufacture 
and sale, while for General Talking’ 
Pictures (DeForest) it covers every 
phase of the talker equipment from 
recording to reproduction. 

Wide Open 

A blanket injunction would prac« 
tically give the film biz a new 
talker lease and make every part of 
the electrical end in films open to 
readjustment. 

Question of an appeal by the elece 
trics is still open, depending on 
Judge Nields’ decree, but it’s fairly, 
certain the electrics will appeal 








against one or more of the plaine 
tiffs’ injunctions, if granted. 


L.A. UNION SPLITTING 
ON COLUMBIA STRIKE 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Strike has brought about split in 
union ranks with the jurisdictional 
fight between IATSE Sound men 
and International Brotherhood of 
Biectrical Workers again at issue. 

Columbia _ situation based on 
whether or not Columbia signatory 
to basic agreement with Interna« 
tional plus electrical workers, care 








organizations recognizing Colum- 
bia’s part of agreement and local 
International Unions claiming the 
reverse. 

Expected that Columbia strike 
will bring to climax the long brew- 
ing fight at studios. 


Gillham’s P.A. Exchange 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Before returning east the 15th by 
plane Robert Gillham, Paramount 
publicity head, set plan exchanging 
east and west coast advertising 
publicity men to bring two offices 
into closer relationship. 

Bill Pine in charge of west ad- 
vertising starts off by going to New 
York in August for five weeks. 
Eastern ad man, probably Rodney 
Bush, comes west, with Tom Baily, 
studio publicity head, later going 
east, and Al Wilkie finishing ex- 
change by working in west coast 
publicity office. 

Wilkie flew east with Gillham, 


Record Week of Year 
For Extras Spots 6,361 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Last week was the biggest in a 
year for picture extras, 6,361 place- 
ments at studios having been made. 
Next two months look promising for 
extra work. 

Edgar Selwyn, directing “Turn 
Back the Clock’ at Metro, used the 
largest number of extras on one set, 
with 400 working July 10. Same day, 
a total of 1,348 people received 
checks. 














That Co-op Spirit 


Hollywood, July 17. 
After being spotted at Radio for 
the male lead opposite Ginger Rog- 


ers in ‘Sweet’ Cheat,’ Randolph 
Scott, Paramount’s western star, 
was called back to the home lot 
Saturday (15) to step into ‘To the 
Last Man.’ 

Par couldn’t find a satisfactory 
substitute for the ace part in the 


Zane Grey feature, so maneuvered 
with Radio to have the latter exere- 
cise its contract right to the player 





for one pic at some later date, 





penters and musicians. Latter three 
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Can't Sell Film Tickets in Advance; 
B&K Tried Conventions, Tourists 





Chicago, July 17. 
While special efforts to contact 
and make group sales to conven- 
tions and large bodies of tourists 


are being continued by Balaban & 
Katz, the experience to date has 
borne out an old maxim of exhibi- 
tors. Tickets to motion picture the- 
atres cannot be sold in advance of 
the performance attended. 

Carl Strodel is handling these ac- 
tivities for B&K. He has consum- 
mated several group ticket deals 
for the Chicago theatre, but as a 
rule he has found that beyond 
planting the seeds that may sprout 
in individual ticket purchases it is 
pretty tough to get people to buy 
film ducats ahead of time. Folks 
just don’t think about film tickets 
as they do about legit pasteboards. 


When Spirit Moves ’Em 


B&K has a deal with various 
tourist camps operated by Allen 
Tours in outlying districts. Motor- 
ists spend the night and park their 
cars in these camps and travel into 
town to see the World’s Fair by ‘L’ 
and trolley. Allen Tours acts as 
ticket broker for B&K in attempt- 
ing to peddle admissions... How- 
ever, results have been meagre, 
again for the reason that picture- 
goers don’t want.to pay until just 
before entering the cinema parlors. 
B&K has reason to believe that the 
tourists are patronizing their loop 
houses, especially the Chicago, in 
large numbers, but it’s a question 
of waiting until they present them- 
selves and plank down the money 
on the shelf. They won’t and can’t 
be rushed or booked in advance. 


WITH WALKER AS SEC. 
FILMS IN LINE AT WASH. 


Pictures is among the industries 
which the newly organized recovery 
council will go into in Washing- 
ton as soon as the big cabinet, to 
meet with the President every 
Tuesday, has considered the larger 
trades. First to be served, it is 
expected, will be cotton, steel, agri- 
culture and other major industries. 

According to sources with po- 
litical and recovery act informa- 
tion, the film business is to go on 
the schedule. If for no other rea- 
son, some presumption that’ this 
may be considered certain grows 
out of the selection by Pres. 
Roosevelt of a showman as exec- 
utive secretary of the recovery 
council. 

He is Frank C. Walker, of the 
Comerford (Penn.) interests, and 
treasurer of the National Demo- 
cratic Committee. It’s the first ac- 
ceptance of many offers made him 
that Walker has been interested in. 
Close to the President, he has 
turned down Washington posts up 
to now, as well as other connec- 
tions. 

Walker is g. m. and counsel of 
the Comerford interests. He is a 
film man mostly from the theatre 
operating and legal side but has a 
general knowledge of the show 
trade that is not expected to be 
attacked by any quarter when film 
industry matters are ready for the 
big Washington cabinet. 

Newly created cab includes all 
regular cabinet members, Recov- 
ery Act administrator and the ad- 
ministrators of various large in- 
dustries and trades. 











King on ‘Connelly’ 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Henry King will direct ‘House of 
Connelly’ from the play by Paul 
Green produced by Group Theatre 
based on career of Duke family for 
Fox. 

King leaves by plane for Charles- 
ton, S. C., with Reginald Berkeley 
on script Wednesday. Will take at- 
mospheric scenes in Carolinas and 
Georgia tobacco regions, returning 
Aug. 15 for interiors here. 

King piloting own plane. 


+ 





Dicks in Derbies 





Hollywood, July 17. 

Managers of three Brown 
Derby eateries had a tough 
time the past week trying to 
hide that sheriffs had moved 
in on them under attachment 
proceedings. Their best bet 
was seating the badge holders 
at tables, so they would look 
like guests. 

At the Wilshire Derby, one 
of the sheriffs couldn’t pass as 
a guest, so he turned host in- 
stead and helped seat the cus- 
tomers.’ 


Dont Look as if 
Par Will Do Biz 
With RKO for MLH. 


Not much enthusiasm of late is 
being shown by either Paramount 
or RKO relative to concluding a 
deal between them for the Para- 
mount product to go into Radio 


City Music Hall. This would indi- 
cate that the Music Hall deal pro- 
posed between the two is cold. In- 
stead, it has been indicated Par has 
elected to keep its own product for 
the Paramount Broadway, first-run. 

Handing the films over to RKO 
would have necessarily shoved the 
Broadway Paramount into a sec- 
ondary rating. The RKO deal-also 
would have affected the Brooklyn 
Paramount Similarly. Understood 
that the way Publix feels about it 
Par could have all the profit on the 
Paramount Broadway so long as the 
Par house remains the company’s 
own Broadway show window rather 
than handing over the product to 
RKO. Feeling at Paramount is that 
handing over the pictures to RKO, 
on any price, would indicate at the 
same time, that Par hasn’t much 
faith in own product for its own 
theatre or something. This view 
became additionally accentuated 
when the Par trustees elected to re- 
tain the Brooklyn Paramount under 
Par’s own operation. 

The RKO deal would have in- 
tended RKO to guarantee a flat 
minimum sum amounting to over 
$500,000 for the entire Par program 
for the R.C. Music Hall. This fig- 
ure was considered too high by 
RKO with the idea being that if Par 
was to sell away from itself the 
price was a big one. 

















FINAL P. E. HEARING 


Publix Theatres’ Claim of 6 Millions 
Mest Important Item 








What is expected to be the final 
hearing in examination of officers 
of Publix Enterprises will be held 
Friday (21) before Referee Henry 
K. Davis, New York. Adjournment 
was taken last week when final bai- 
ance sheet, breakdown of a Publix 
Theatres’ claim of $6,000,000 and 
other matters were not completed. 
M. F. Gowthorpe, P-P comp- 
troller, and aids have long been 
compiling figures demanded by the 
PE trustees and its majority cred- 
itors. 

There have been no examination 
hearings for about two months, 
with this about all interested par- 
ties wanted prior to going over all 
claims for final disposition. This 
will begin early in August, it is ex- 
pected, but no hint as to what if | 
any claims may be contested. 
Unless the Publix Theatres’ 
of $6,000,000 isn’t broken down sat- | 
isfactorily, it stands the strongest | 
chance of precipitating a fight. 


item | 





MEET OVER IT 


May Not Reach Washington 
for Two Weeks or Longer 
—MPTOA Also Submit- 
ting Its Exhibitor Code 
for Union or Considera- 
tion with Hays Office 








MORE TO COME? 





Hollywood, July 17. 

Talk about a general increase in 
salaries for the film biz which is 
going the rounds looks to be just 
that. Most of the increase talk 
comes by way of comparison with 
what other industries may be doing 
this way. Difference lies in that 
other industries as mentioned are 
observed to be those which have 
cut the workers’ pay in the past 
more or less arbitrarily. 


. While it may happen that with 
the adoption of a code by the in- 
dustry, that union labor, such as the 
number thereof, may be eut, doesn’t 
mean that there is to be a decrease 
in pay. Number of boothmen as 
presently employed by theatres may 
be sliced but with this also can 
happen that those cut off will be 
spread through the biz on other 
theatre jobs. 

That would come through the 
eventual reopening of many theatres 
now dark, with whatever union help 
is reduced presently. 

Instances where execs or talent 
get too big money are usually gov- 
erned by contract or the b.o., ac- 
cording to the individual concerned. 
In most cases these can be adjusted 
under proper conditions. 

Though production code has been 
left to Will Hays and Gabe Hess to 
work out, an executive committee 
meeting consisting of Louis B. 
Mayer, Joe Schenck, Ben B. Kahane, 
Adolph Zukor and Hays was held 
Friday (14) with studio group giv- 
ing numerous suggestions to Hays 
as to propesed contents of the code. 
Efforts were made to inject clauses 
that would regulate by reduction 
salaries of all earning in excess of 
$25,500 a year. 

Hays, Hess and Joe Breen have 
been working over the week-end on 
a draft of the code and submitted 
this (Monday) afternoon at a spe- 
cial meeting a tentative rough draft, 
referred to them for a more com- 
piete outworking. It is expected the 
final draft will be ready for submis- 
sion in about a fortnight. 

Producers’ first meeting called to 
discuss the government-requested 
instrument, admitted they were on 
a merry-go-round on code matters. 
They passed the buck to the pro- 
ducer association head. 

Casey’s Data 

Labor features of the code are 
considered in the bag, with Pat 
Casey assembling the data needed 
by Washington. This has been 
rushed from figures supplied labor 
organizations and studios the last 
few days, and should be on its way 
to Gen. Hugh S. Johnson in Wash- 
ington late -oday (Monday) or to- 
morrow. 

Intimation is that the first effect 
the code will have on Hollywood 
will be the lowering of the maxi- 
mum hours for the various studio 
labor crafts, to allow for more gen- 
eral employment. 

It is not anticipated that the wage 
scales will be affected, as it is con- 
ceded that in comparison with other 
industries film studi» labor is paid 
comparatively higher wages. 


N. Y. END WAITING 








| matters, 


Up to yefterday (Monday) noth- 


|ing stirring in New York on 
codification with the Hays group 
still on the Coast laboring on code 


Indeper.dent distributors 
met at Hays’ headquarters 
Wednesday (12) to discuss a 
minimum wage-working scale and 
adjourned until tomorrow (Wednes- 











i+ 
PAR TRUSTEES REPORT 


Filed With Court—Time Extension 
for Bafttks’ Answer 








Paramount ‘trustees on Friday 
(14) filed a report with the courts 
as to business since they came into 
the company and asked for author- 
ization to continue the trusteeship. 
This was granted. 

At the same time Paramount per- 
mitted an extension of time in 
which a group of 12 banks must 
make answer in the Film Produc- 
tions hocking suit, to Thursday (20). 
Said yesterday (Monday) it will 
probably grant a further extension. 
This is the action of the Par trus- 
tees against New York, Chicago, 
Philadelphia and Los Angeles banks 
asking for a surrender of creditor 
preferences under transfers from 
PP to the Film Productions subsid 
in providing security for a $13,600,- 
000 loan. 





day) to await return of question- 
naires which have been sent to all 
indie producer-distributors and 
exchanges in the U. S., with a view 
to getting opinion as to what fig- 
ures should be reached. 

A uniform 35-hour week and $i4 
minimum wage scale for labor and 
40-hour work week and $15 mini- 
mum for the white collar worker 
is under consideration in Washing- 
ton, but while reported favored by 
President Roosevelt, the chief exec 
has left it to Hugh S. Johnson, Re- 
covery Act administrator, to de- 
termine on a compulsory single 
code for all industry, if that should 
be placed in effect. 

Codes from various industries 
are rapidly pouring into Washing- 
ton. These would all be subject to 
change should anything on _ uni- 
formity be decided at the White 
House. 

No guess as to when the code on 
the picture industry may be ready 
or wanted in Washington. 





MPTOA CODE READY 


One of the contributions to an 
eventual code to be presented for 
official approval is contributed by 
the Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
of America, for submission to the 
Hays body, with president Ed Kuy- 
kendall, and Fred Meyer as contact, 
with Jay Emanuel as alternate. The 
code was drafted at meetings in 
Chicago last week, the deliberations 
extending over a period of more 
than four days at which the various 
suggestions and opinions were codi- 
fied. 

The code, in brief, provides a 
minimum rate of pay at 30c an hour, 
exclusive of ushers and cleaners’ 
calling attention to the fact that 
there is a wide divergence in living 
costs and other guiding factors. It 
limits the hours of emp!oyment to 
36 per week with the exception of 
office and supervisory staffs, fire- 
men and watchmen. 

Optional standard license agree- 
ment to be used exclusively, with 
the optional arbitration clause elim- 
inated, provided that any clauses in 
that agreement in conflict with the 
code as adopted shall be governed 
by the code. 

All trade disputes to be submitted 
to local arbitration of a board 
equally representative of the ex- 
hibitors and_ distributors. Their 
findings to be binding and enforce- 
able against either party to the dis- 
pute. 

Clearance and zoning to be locally 
determined by a committee com- 


Poacy MAKERS — |Lynch Getting Down to Partnership 
Deals All Over—Texas-Detroit First 


have operating 
single situation 


Paramount will 
partners in every 


in the United States and Canada 
where it has theatres with the prob- 
able exception of New York and 
Brooklyn. This duo would be ope- 
rated from the Par home office. 

Having gone over much of the 
preliminary work in priming itself 
for execution of this program, the 
reorganization committee, headed by 
S. A. Lynch, is now getting down 
to individual theatres and discus- 
sion of deals. 

Partners now in Publix will be 
given preference when it comes to 
setting up other houses in partner- 
ships, it is said. In a realignment 
of operations now under various 
partners, it will be the policy to 
take into consideration the condi- 
tion of houses when they went to 
partners and what the latter have 
done with them. To this end, it is 
stated, partners will be given what 
they are entitled to receive in the 
way of deals. 


‘ No Friction 
While reported there have been 
numerous complaints and that 


Charles E. Richardson, one of the 
trustees, met with irked Publix ope- 
rators Fricay (14) with a view to 
ironing out troubles, this is not true 
ir. the strict sense. It is stated there 
have been some differences of opin- 
ion on deals so far under discussion 
but that in no case has the situa- 
tion brought about any friction be- 
tween forces within the Paramoynt 
organization. 

Among partners or operators of 
Publix in New York are E. V. Rich- 
ards, of the Saenger chain; H. F, 
Kincey and R. "3. Wilby, large 
southern and southeastern partners; 
R. J. O’Donnell, from Texas; Marty 
Mullin and Sam Pinanski, New Eng- 
land chieftans and John Balaban, 
A. H. Blank, who was on from Iowa, 
has returned, as has Richards. 

Balaban for sometime now has 
been attempting to obtain a partner- 
ship with Publix over the Detroit 
string. Whether or not this will 
eventually transpire is not indicated 
at this time. Trimble of Detroit is 
also an applicant for the Detroit 


‘end. 


Texas Dea! 


The Richards-O’Donnell New York 
presence is to work out a Texas 
deal with Karl Hoblitzelle, who has 
the former RKO houses in that 
state. It’s understood Hoblitzelle 
asked for 50% of “he pool but this 
percentage will probably be lowered 
if the Texas deal goes through. In 
that event O’Donnell will be the 
theatre operator. 

The Southerners are said to have 
stood behind the Balabans and cone- 
sult~ 1 with them, in all of each othe 
er’s dealings with Lynch. 


Chicago First to See Film 
Glorifying Anton Cermak 


Chicago, July 17. 

Fox has promised Balaban and 
Katz that ‘The Man Who Dared’ 
will have its world premiere in Chie 
cago. This is the film which glore 
ifies the late Mayor Anton Cermak, 
Preston Foster impersonates Cera 
mak in the picture. 

Fox has hired Gardner Wilson for 
the Chicago engagement to do spe- 
cial exploitation. It is hoped that 
the City Hall, Cermak relatives, and 
the Democrats in general will turn 
out and get behind the release. Pice- 
ture will follow ‘Hold Your Man? 
(M-G) into the United Artists in 
about three weeks, 











Shave O’Brien to Two 





prising two representatives of the 
distributors, two from first-run 
houses and four from subsequent 
runs, 

National board of appeals shall 
be constituted as in the Standard 
License Agreement. 

No exhibitor to be given prefer- 
ence in zoning or clearance, nor 
shall any exhibitor be given clear- 
ance in excess of the maximum 
stated in any agreement. 

Total film rental to be based on! 





(Continued on page 73) 
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; year. 


Hollywood, July 17. 
George O'Brien's new contract 
|; With Fox calls for only two pice 


made during the next 
Western star will be allowed 
of the studio. 

has been under contrac§é 
seven years. 
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Tuesday, July 18, 1933 








Heat Playing Havoc , but L.A. Biz 
Not Bad; ‘Mama, Papa, 146, a Profit: 
“Ariz. 136, Not So; ‘Baby Face’ Mild 


Los Angeles, July 17. 
Hot spell which has been hover- 
ing over the town for the past week 
is beginning to have an unusual 
effect on the box office. The effer- 


“wvescence with which some of the 


pictures get away on the jump-off 
day is entirely lacking the current 
stanza. 

Chinese, for its seventh week 
with ‘Gold Diggers,’ began to feel 
the effects of the heat but zoomed 
right up again into the $18,000 
brackets, to lead the town, with the 
Paramount running second, having 
‘Mama Loves Papa’ as its bait for 
trade, which should reach close to 
$14,000. State will not hit $13,- 
(00, with -arizona to Broadway’ on 
the screen and Jimmy Starr, a local 
columnist, without big screen per- 
sonalities to interview, as the stage 
magnet, which is not helping. 

President went first run with the 
foreign product ‘M,’ playing to neg- 
ligible take. 

Estimates for This Week 


Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 55- 
$1.65) —Gold Diggers of 1933’ (WB) 
and stage show (7th week). Start- 
ing to lag a bit after hot pace but 
spurted again and will hit around 
$18,200, which is .profit all around. 
Last week slipped to $17,300. 

Criterion (Tally) (1,600; 25-40)— 
‘Nuisance’ (MG) and stage show. 
Hard grind here to get $3,000. Sec- 
ond and last week ‘Barbarian’ (MG) 
no go at $2,800. 
Mr. Tally. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70)— 
‘Baby Face’ (WB) and vaudeville. 
Not going for this Stanwyck; lucky 
to reach $7,000. Last week ‘Silk Ex- 
press’ (WB) a busto at $7,200. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-65)— 
‘Baby Face’ (WB) and vaudeville. 
Little better trade than downtown, 
might hit $7,500, ng. Last week 
‘Silk Express’ (WB) not hot at 
$7,500. 

Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800. 
15-25)—‘I Have Lived’ (Chest) and 
‘Skyway’ (Mono). Not a seductive 
bo. aid at $3,600. Last week 
‘Samarang’ (UA) and ‘Kiss of Ara- 
hy’ (Freuler) had big week with 
‘Samarang’ responsible for most of 
the big $5,400. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 25- 
40)—‘Mama Loves Papa’ (Par) and 
stage show. Heat is kicking this 
house, which has been doing con- 
sistently good; dipping to $14,000. 
Last week ‘Gambling Ship’ (Par) 
$15,200. 

President (Principal) (843: 25-40) 
—‘M’ (Par) (list week). With fair 
teaser campaign did not make much 
stride, as first stanza will hardly 
exceed $2,500. 

RKO (2,950; 25-40)—‘Bed_ of 
Roses’ (RKO) and stage show. Ben- 
nett opus climbing to $6,200. Last 
week ‘What Price Innocence?’ (Col) 
and Ebony Club revue to help Hor- 
ace Heidt. Big disappointment at 
$6,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-40) 
—‘Arizona to Broadway’ (Fox) and 
stage show. Picture not strong, nor 
is the added 


Bit of a loss for# 


stage feature, 80 
around $13,000 will have to suffice. 
Jimmy Starr’s interviewing of sec- 
ond string film people no _ help. 


Last week ‘When Ladies Meet’ (M- 
G) best thing house has had since 
first week of ‘State Fair,’ getting 
$19,600. 

Tower (Gumbiner) (960; 25-40)— 
‘Cover the Water Front’ (U). Start- 
ed off in great style and will hit 
around $5,000, which is big. Last 
week ‘Hallelujah I'm a Bum’ (UA) 
brought in without trumpets or 
talk, better than figured at $3,900. 


Air Stage Acts Bolster 
Palace, N. H., Puh-lenty 








New Haven, July 17. 
Everybody keeping product up to 
ace inaaede, which may have 
something to do with trade holding 
up reasonably well during the sum- 
mer months, so far, anyway. 
Looks like Palace will top the 
town for fifth consecutive week, 
with stage talent credited for a 
good slice of the biz. House is 
offering everything but the man- 
ager’s bridgework — two features 
and Vaughn de Leath on stage. 
Fans seem to go for the live 
talent as James Melton was an 
extra day holdover last week and 
Lanny Ross went big the preceding 
week. May explain why Palace is 
getting the dough these days. 
Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Publix) 2,348; 35-50) 


Not doing so well, $3,600. Last 
week ‘Disgraced’ (Par) and ‘His 
Private Secretary,’ $2,600. 

Palace (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50) 
"Storm at Daybreak’ (MG) and 





| inking’ ‘Baby Face’ 
Draws Heavy Black; 
No B.0. Blues in St. L. 


St. Louis, July 17. 

This week's film business is not 
as optimistic as the last few have 
been. But neither is it pessimistic. 
Considering. the programs, theatres 
are doing as well as they can ex- 
pect. Nothing outstanding on the 
screen; ditto at the box office. 
Weather the first part of week was 
ideal. 

Looks like Ambassador will lead 
again with Stanwyck in ‘Baby Face’ 
and an ad campaign that’s bring- 
ing in the kids by warning them 
to stay away; also the grownups 
in paying numbers. It’s the same 
old gag and it’s working again. 
Hence, house in the black once 
more. Loew’s State will be, too, 
and maybe one or two others. 


Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (Skouras) (3,000: 
25-35-55) ‘Baby Face’ (WB) and 
stage show. Good, $15,000. Last 
week, ‘College Humor’ (Par) went 
over for a big $19,000. 

Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-50) 
‘Cohens and Kellys in Trouble’ (U). 
Fair trade, $9,000. Last week, ‘Best 
of Enemies’ (Fox), about the same. 


] Grand Central (Skouras) (2,000: 
25-35-50) ‘Emergency Call’ (RKO) 
and ‘Terror Aboard’ (Par). Good 
going, $5,000. Last week, ‘Be Mine 
Tonight’ (U), very poor, $1,800. 
Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,000; 25- 
35-55) ‘Storm at Daybreak’ (MG). 
Getting good gates and $10,000 on 
the week will be okay. Last week, 
‘Pez o’ Mv Heart’ (MG), $11,000. 
Missouri (Skouras) (3,500; 25-35- 
50) ‘Don't Bet on Love’ (RKO), and 
‘Gambling Ship’ (Par). A bit off 
from last week, but $5,000 is fair. 
Last week, Jimmy Dolan’ (WB), and 
‘Professional Sweetheart’ (RKO), 
good for $6,000. 


Buff’s Local Sensation 
Is 9 Weeks for ‘Be Mine’ 


Buffalo, July 17. 

While the rest of Buffalo 
struggles hard to get out of the 
rut and is making some progress 
through improved local conditions 
and the elimination of the Great 
Lakes for the time being, closed, 
it remains for a 300-seater, the 
Hollywood, to make a fine show- 
ing. ‘Be Mine Tonight,’ U’s for- 
eign-made musical has stuck there 
eight weeks getting close to $1,000 
each week and on its current, ninth, 
ought to kiss $800 at least. 

The Buffalo, Shea’s pride and joy, 
will be lucky to get $11,000, but 
better than it has been many weeks 
of late, while the Hipp and Cen- 
tury, other Publix-Shea operations, 
look to $6,000 each, fairly good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55). 
‘Private Detective 62’ (WB) and 
stage show. Not good at $11,000 
but a little above that $10,000 figure 
house couldn’t get over a lot of 
times recently. Last week ‘Bed of 
Roses’ (RKO), the house did even 
better, $12,000, the Constance Ben- 
nett name meaning that figure. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25)— 
‘Melody Cruise’ (RKO) and ‘Blondie 
Johnson’ (WB). This pair will be 
$6,000 or close to it, fairly good con- 
sidering the policy and 25c top. Last 
week ‘Professional Sweetheart’ 
(RKO) and ‘Jimmy Dolan’ (WB) 
the gross was $5,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—‘Baby 
Face’ (WB). The Cagney picture 
should nab at least six G’s, not bad 
for this theatre. Last week, fourth 
of ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB), business 
held up nicely to $6,600. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25)—‘King 
of Jazz’ (U) and ‘Destination Un- 
known’ (U). Paul Whiteman mu- 
Sical’s revival should better $6,500. 
Last week ‘Cocktail Hour’ (Col) and 
‘Sister to Judas’ (May) showed in- 
creasing strength, up to $5,500. 

Hollywood (Ind.) (300; 25-35)— 
‘Be Mine Tonight’ (U) (9th week). 
A local revelation. Unable to get 
into large first run houses, picture 
set in here and has averaged 
slightly under $1,000 for eight weeks. 
Still building despite heat. Should 
get at least $800 in ninth week. 











Last week, ‘Midnight Mary’ (MG) 
and ‘Arizona to B’way’ (Fox) with 
James Melton on stage, very nice 
$6,400. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 


50) ‘Bed of Roses’ (RKO) and 
‘Jimmy Dolan’ (FN). Probably 
moderate $3,000. Last week, ‘Mayor 
of Hell’ (WB) and ‘Professional 





‘Barbarian’ (MG), Vaughn de Leath 
on stage. Set for a good $6,000. 


Sweetheart’ (RKO) took it on the 
| chin at $2,600. 


Mills, Mines Reopened 
In Tacoma; Biz Going Up 


Tacoma, July 17. 

One thousand men reported going 
to work in local lumber mills, with 
Weyerhauser and other big com- 
panies opening a few logging 
camps, helps offset the summer heat 
here. Daylight saving also hurts 
and sentiment appears quite gen- 
eral ‘never again.’ Local smelter 
also opened this week, due to better 
metal prices and mining reviving. 

W. J. O'Connor is manager of re- 
opened Blue Mouse and also Tem- 
ple, both Hamrick houses. Ned 
Edris runs Hamrick Music Box as 
head man here for Hamrick. 

Point Defiance now has amuse- 
ment park called Funland. This 
takes some folks out into the cool, 
away from theatres. A dozen rides 
and penny arcade attractions. Five- 
cent beer floods the town. Half 
dozen road houses doing fairly, but 
no night club in the burg. 
Blue Mouse at lower admish 
prices and lower nut jrying again. 
Riviera theatre now operated by 
Pearl Constanti, since death of her 
dad. Last week Sharkey-Carnera 
fight was added booking that got 
some biz. 

Estimates for This Week 


Music Box (Hamrick) (1.400; 25) 
‘Private Detective 62? (WB) and 
‘Kiss Before Mirror’ (U), split. In- 
dicates a good $3,500. Last week, 
‘Golddiggers’ (WB) for two days 
okay at $1,300, ‘Silver Cord’ (RKO), 
three days, $1,200; okay for $2,500 
for the five days. ‘Diggers’ got 
around $6,600 for nine days, big. 

Roxy (J-vH) (1,300; 10-15-25) 
‘King of Jazz’ (U) ‘The Nuisance 


(MG), split. Around $4,000, good. 
Last week, ‘Reunion in Vienna’ 
(MG); ‘Made on Broadway’ (MG), 
okay $3,800. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 
10-20) ‘Temple Drake’ (Par). Only 
fair, $1,400. Last week, ‘Picture 


Snatcher’ (WB) and ‘Woman Ac- 
cused’ (Par), split, $1,200. . 


PORT. BIZ BIG; 
LADIES’ $6,500; 
‘JENNIE’ 41,6 


Portland, Ore., July 17. 

Parker houses launched Greater 
Summer Show season with all ex- 
ploitation guns firing and local 
sheets paying homage to J. J. Par- 
ker’s 18th anniversary in local show 
biz. B. o. results seen in current 
grosses, although the heat wave 
mitigated against wow biz. 

Parker's Broadway got results 
with ‘College Humor’ and Parker’s 
United Artists found ‘Hold Your 
Man’ answered well to exploitation. 
Broadway is following briskly this 
week with ‘When Ladies Meet.’ 
UA has ‘Jennie Gerhardt’ and prob- 
ably will hold if b. o. biz keeps up 
the opening pace. 

‘Gold Diggers’ is still setting the 
big stride at Hamrick’s Music Box. 
Now in its third week and likely to 
go several more. Second week of 
‘Diggers’ topped the burg’s gross 
list. First week was a smashing 
gold getter. 

Picture exploitation is getting 
competitive for the first time in last 
two years. Hamrick’s Oriental 
splurged on ‘India Speaks,’ and got 
results. Feature was ‘Tomorrow at 
Seven,’ otherwise weak, but held up 
well on the combo program. 

New vaude policy is clicking at 
the Liberty, upping gross at that 
house about 70% first week. Liberty 
dropped its 15c mat admish and now 
two bits all day. Possibly may up 
the ante to 35 nites if vaude biz 
holds up to good start. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 25-40) 
—When Ladies Meet’ (MG). Click- 
ing for strong biz and should go 
$6,500, big for this house. Last 
week ‘College Humor’ (Par) held up 
well to finish good $5,600. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 
25-40)—‘Jennie Gerhardt’ (Par). 
Well exploited and looks good for 








$4,500, okay; may hold. vast week 
‘Hold Your Man’ (MG) strong 
$3,800. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,500; 25- 
40)—‘Gold Diggers’ (WB) (3d 
week), still packing them in: $4,000 
nifty. Second week topped the 
burg’s grosses with $7,200; first 


week great $12,100. Holding a fourth 
stanza. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500: 25-35) 
—‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB). Poor 
pace, around 2,500. Last week 
‘Tomorrow at Seven’ (RKO) helped 
by Tndia Speaks,’ $3,000. 

Liberty (Evergreen) (2,000; 25)— 
‘Song of the Eagle’ (Par) and five 
acts vaude. yetting over fairly 
with new one price admish, $4,000. 
Last week ‘Hold Me Tight’ (Fox) 
with vaude upped house gross to 





énew level at $5,000, 


Philly; Nothing 


Unseasonable Bookings Retarding 


Over 136 This Wk. 


—_————__— 





Mae West’s Revival, 86, 
At Met, Wash., Better 
Than Some First Runs 


Washington, July 17. 
Mae West is still downtown box 
office even though she has played 
all the neighborhoods in the mean- 





time. Met is proving that this week 
with revival of ‘She Done Him 
Wrong,’ which already has two 


weeks downtown to its credit last 
season. Pic will get big $8,000, 
which is better than house usually 
draws on first runs, 

Biggest opposition is Keith's 
with ‘Double Harness.’ Harding is 
always o.k. here and with debut 
with Powell played up in exploita- 
tion week bids to do very oke. 

Loew houses, with exception of 
Columbia, which is reviving ‘Whoo- 
pee,’ are out of running this week. 
Palace should do better with ‘Storm 
at Daybreak,’ but papers are hail- 
ing it as heavy stuff for summer 
time and opposition is pretty stiff 
from other straight pic spots. 

Earle is onty so-so with ‘Mayor 
of Hell’ and Joe Penner. Reform 
school angle doesn’t get ’em in hot 
weather. Result is that Fox is get- 
ting mats and Earle nights and 
both, are weak. 

Estimates for This Week 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-50-60- 
70) ‘Mayor of Hell’ (WB) and 
vaude. Joe Penner helping, but 
reformatory atmosphere a bit heavy 
for season; maybe fair $13,000. 
Last week, ‘Jennie Gerhardt’ (Par), 
did o.k. $15,000. 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 
60) ‘Man Who Dared’ (Fox) and 
‘The Piccoli. No names in either. 
Puppet show is too long and no 
sub for flesh-and-blood vaude. 
Weak with $15,000. Last week 
‘Hold Me Tight’ (MG) $15,200 an- 
swer for Hilers-Dunn. 

Met (WB) (1,583; 15-25-35-50-60- 
70) ‘She Done Him Wrong’ (Par). 
Revived after neighborhood runs 
and doing beautiful $8,000, which 
is above house average for first 
runs. Last week, ‘Forgotten Men,’ 
o.k. $7,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 15-25-35- 
50-60) ‘Double Harness’ (RKO). 
Plenty of baily on Harding-Powell 
debut and with usual Harding pop- 
ularity is headed for nice $9,000. 
Last week, eight days of ‘Bed of 
Roses’ (RKO) clicked with $9,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 15-25-35- 
50-60) ‘Storm at Daybreak’ (MG). 
Up against better hot weather op- 
position. May do fair $8,500. Last 
week, second of ‘Hold Your Man’ 
(MG), held up to nice $7,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,263; 15-25- 
35-40) ‘Whoopee’ (UA). Revival of 
old Cantor and leg show should get 
big $4,000, judging from opening 
and local success of other revivals 
and musicals. Last week, ‘It’s 
Great to Be Alive’ (Fox), $2,500, 
better than average at house. 


TICKET CHOPPERS BUSY 
IN CINCY THESE DAYS 


Cincinnati, July 17. 

Ticket choppers by and large 
along Mazda Lane are whirling 
faster this week than last, cool 
temperature Saturday and Sunday 
diverting a lot of traffic from out- 
door spots to theatres. 

‘Made on FProadway’ and T Loved 
You Wednesday’ are turning in the 
biggest grosses. Grand is register- 
ing its best boxoffice score in 
months with ‘Devil’s Brother.’ 

Seventh and final week for ‘Be 
Mine Tonight’ is projecting at the 
Ufa, 300-seater two blocks from 
theatre district. 

Estimates for This Week 


15-25-35-50- 








Albee (RKO) (3,300; 25-50) ‘1 
Love That Man’ (Par). Lowe-Car- 
roll twain featured over title. 


Will get only $6,000, poor. Last 


week ‘Bed Roses’ (RKO) $8,100. 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 25-50) 
‘Made on Broadway’ (MG). Mont- 
gomery the main pull for good 


$11,000. Last week, ‘Midnight Mary’ 
(MG), $6,800, fair. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285: 25-50) ‘I 
Loved You Wednesday’ (Fox). 
Baxter and Landi in big letters and 
rewarding with $8,000, oke. Last 
week ‘Melody Cruise’ (RKO), in 
second week, $5,600, pleasing. 

Keith’s (Libson)” (1,500; 25-40) 
‘Heroes for Sale’ (FN). Barthel- 
mess attracting tragic fans for 
$5,200, okay. Last week, ‘Private 
Detective 62.’ Powelled ’em to tune 
of $6,500, biz taking extra spurt in 
last half. 

Grand (RKO) (1,025; 15-30) 
‘Devil’s Brother’ (MG). Laurel and 
4Hardy the most important names 








Philadelphia, July 17. 
Low-ebb days of film business 


seem to have been reached here in 
Philly and this week promises to 
be about as dismal in attendance 
as any the town will see this sum- 
mer, although it started on Friday 
and Saturday with unusually cool 
weather. 


Unseasonable pictures are one of 
the obvious causes for slim trade, 
‘Sweepings,’ at the Boyd, received 
good notices but is too heavy to 
attract much business; so is ‘Jen- 
nie Gerhardt,’ which recently played 
the Boyd and is now having a sec- 
ond run at the Karliton. A third 
case in point is the Earle which, in 
conjunction with a jazzy stage 
show, has seen fit to book ‘The 
Narrow Corner,’ an artistic but very 
heavy feature. The Fox,:iwith ‘The 
Man Who Dared’ on the: screen, is 
still another case in point. Only 
the Stanley, with ‘International 
House’ and the Stanton with ‘Baby 
Face’ seem to have appropriate pic- 
tures for these dog days and neither 
> them are setting any rivers on 

re. 

Town has, temporarily at least, 
dropped the Saturday opening idea. 
Houses, during these summer 
months, will change either on Fri- 
day or early in the week, Stanley 
and Boyd usually choose Tuesdays, 
while Fox, Earle and Karlton use 
Fridays with the little Arcadia 
varying by Wednesday switches 
and the Stanton uncertain. 

Not a gross of more than $13,000 
forecast this week, the Fox being 
likely to just about hit that figure. 
Barrymore picture at the Boyd fig- 
ures around $11,000 and the Earle 
combination indicates a trifle over 
that figure. 

Of last week’s pictures, ‘When 
Ladies Meet’ proved a_ rather 
pleasant surprise, though not sen- 
Sational, It held for three days 
over week and got $17,000, which 
is above Boyd average. 

‘Be Mine Tonight’ ended a three 
week’s rental occupancy of the Al- 
dine with $4,000, which brought 
total up to $17,500—a trifle better 
than expected. House again dark 
indefinitely. 

‘Eagle and the Hawk’ had a dis- 
mal $10,000 at the Stanley and T 
Love That Man’ was an awful bust 
at the Stanton with only $4,500 in 
five days when it scrammed to 
make way for ‘Baby Face,’ which 
should be a slight improvement. 

The Fox got the predicted $14,000 
gross with ‘Laughing at Life’ on 
the screen and Molly Picon and Jay 
Flipper on the stage—not so forte, 
Neither was the Earle’s $12,000 with 
‘The Nuisance,’ which got fine no- 
tices. 

‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ continued 
its success here by being held over 
for three extra days in its second- 
run at the Karlton. Got $7,000 in 
nine-day period—fine. 


Estimates for This Week 
Arcadia (600; 25-40-50), ‘Peg o° 
My Heart’ (MG). Doing rather well 
and should get a $2,400 or aver- 
age week. ‘Perfect Understanding’ 
(UA), although first showing here 


for Swanson picture, only $2,100 
last week. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55-65), ‘Sweep- 
ings’ (RKO). Barrymore picture 


won good notices but is rather 
heavy fare for hot days, $11,000 
forecast. Last week ‘When Ladies 
Meet’ (MG), held over three extra 
days and got $17,000 in nine days, 
good. 

Earle (2,000; 40-65), ‘Narrow 
Corner’ (WB) and yvaude. Good re- 
views for film but no more than 
$11,500 indicated for week. Last 
week ‘Nuisance’ (MG) and vaude, 
just beat the $12,000 mark, noth- 
ing to brag about. 

Fox (3,000; 35-55-75), ‘Man Who 
Dared’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Mediocre week in view with no 
more than $13,000 figured. Last 
week ‘Laughing at Life’ (Mas) anda 
stage show, the expected $14,000, 
not so forte. 

Kariton (1,000; 30-40-50), ‘Jennie 
Gerhardt’ (Par). Second showing 
and not much activity, $3,200 indi- 
cated. Last week ‘Gold Diggers’ 
(WB) stayed nine days after four 
weeks at Stanley, $7,000, fine. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-50-65), ‘Inter- 
national House’ (Par). Finished its 
week’s run tonight (Monday) and 
won't beat $11,500. ‘Eagle and the 
Hawk’ (Par), keen disappointment, 
only $10,000, last week. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-55), ‘Baby 
Face’ (WB). Panned and drooping. 
won't get over $6,500. Last week ‘I 
Love That Man’ (Par), floppo, $4,- 
500 and out after five days. 





screened at this house in months, 
Should hit $5,000, big. Last week 
‘King of Jazz’ (U) revival brought 
$3,000, excellent. 


Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25) 
‘Somewhere in Sonora’ (FN) and 
‘Dance Hall Hostess’ (Fischer). 


Only $1,800, but O.K. 
Last week, “Tomagrrow at Seven’ 
(RKO) and ‘Drifting Souls’ (Maj), 
split, with the Carnera-Sharkey 
fight clips the feature add all week, 
$1,900, 


Split week. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 9 








Al 4 Warner Pix in Loop Drawing, 
~ ‘Baby Face, $35,000, Cagney, H. 0.; 





Fair Aids for Winter-Time Grosses 


vv 


Chicago, July 17. 


Things are so different—in a nice 
way—from what they were just a 
month ago that it’s hard to remem- 
er just how pediculous they were 
in early June, the first couple of 
weeks after the World's Fair 
opened. 


Some showmen now feel that the 
theatres without any investment in 
the World’s Fair except maybe 
some new uniforms for ushers and 
a coat of paint for the marquees 
stand to profit in marked contract 
to some of the less fortunate con- 
cessionaires at the exposition itself. 
For the tourists are helping the loop 
do winter business in summer. 


This week, it so happens, the four 
Balaban & Katz theatres are ex- 
clusively given over to the product 
of Warner Brothers. Radio’s ‘Bed 
of Roses’ at the Palace keeps this 
from being an all-Burbank week in 
the loop. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-75), 
"Baby Face®(WB) and stage show. 
Looks like okay $35,000. Picture 
escaped pinking after at first being 
banned entirely by® Chicago censor 
board. Last week ‘Midnight Mary’ 
(MG) got $36,800, fine. 

McVickers (B&K) (2,284; 25-55), 
"Narrow Corner’ (WB). Estimates 
run around $6,000, house average or 
a bit better. Last week ‘Heroes for 
Sale’ (FN) got $6,100. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 30-40-65), 
“Gold Diggers’ (WB) (4th week). 
They're talking about six weeks. 
*Song of Songs’ (Par) is due to fol- 
low. This week maybe $16,000. Last 
meek $20,500. Making a very profit- 
able engagement. 

Palace (RKO) (2,583; 40-65-83), 
*Bed of Roses’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Opened well and house anticipates 
@s much as last week when total 
reached around $22,000. Palace 
plenty in black last several weeks 
after that terrible May and early 
June. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35- 
55), ‘Mayor of Hell’ (WB) (2a 
jyweek). Will hold until next Satur- 
day when ‘Hold Your Man’ (MG) 
comes in. After that ‘Man Who 
Dared’ (Fox) slated for its world 
premiere here. Second week of 
“Mayor’ around $7,000 after coming 
in with $10,900 on opener. 


Indie ‘Sucker Money’ 
Getting Big Money 
In Denver, $3,200 


Denver, July 17. 


_ Two big houses below normal 
with films of apparently poor draw 
for Denver. With Orpheum doing 
very poorly, a states rights film, 
“Sucker Money’ is above average at 
the Denham. ‘Arizona to Broadway’ 
is drawing nicely at the Aladdin 
and should do slightly better than 
average gross. 

Five out of six houses with first 
runners are under the management 
of Harry Huffman for the first 
time. This enables better spotting 
of films and with seven big com- 
panies under contract the combina- 
tion should click. 

, Tabor is doing only fairishly with 
a first-run, ‘Return of Casey Jones.’ 
Fanchon & Marco stage shows 
should return to Denver via Or- 
Ppheum stage July 28. 

Estimates for This Week 

. Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40) 
"Arizona to Broadway’ (Fox). Fair 
biz, $3,200. Last week, ‘Melody 
Cruise’ (RKO) did a nice business, 
but dropped the last day or two, and 
took in $3,750. The way it started 
it was thought the film would be 
held a second week, but the tapering 
off stopped that. 


Denham (Hellborn) (1,700; 15-25) 
"Sucker Money’ (Holly). Up, $3,200. 
Last week ‘Circus Queen Murder’ 
(Col) closed fair, $2,600. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
50) ‘Jennie Gerhardt’ (Par). Also up 
a bit to $5,500. Last week ‘Hold 
Your Man’ (MG) closed with a fair 
$5,000. 

Orpheum (Huffman) (2,600; 25-30- 
40) ‘Silver Cord’ (RKO). Dipped to 
$4,700. Last week ‘Mayor of Hell’ 
(WB) closed with a fair $5,500, in 
spite of the heat. 

Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
40) ‘The Nuisance’ (MG). Much bet- 
ter, $3,500. Tast week ‘Whoopee’ 
(UA) on a return engagement, 
proved a disappointment and closed 
with only $2,500. 








Tabor (Huffman) (2,000; 20-25) 
‘Return of Casey Jones’ (Mono- 
gram), and stage show. A first run, 
clocking $3,200. Usually a second 
run With stage show, this house oc- 
casionally runs a firstie. 


‘Hold Man,’ $7,500, B’ham 


Birmingham, July 17. 

Hot weather and hot ‘Hold Your 
Man’ should smother opposition this 
week among the four ace housess 
Otherwise it’s q. t. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Wilby) (2,800; 25-35-40) 
—‘Hold Your Man’ (MG). Could be 
better, but satisfying $7,500. Last 
week ‘College Humor’ (Par), $7,000. 

Ritz (Wilby) (1,600; 25)—‘Bed of 
Roses’ (RKO). A poor week is an 
ordinary week, $1,200. Last week 
‘Peg o’ My Heart’ (MG), around 
$1,500. 

Strand (Wilby) (800; 25)—‘Be 
Mine Tonight’ (U). Second best, 
$1,300. Last week ‘Big Cage’ (U), 
$1,000. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Shop Angel.’ Too bad this house 
cgn’t get'a natural once in a while; 
nothing but gowns in this one, $800. 
Last week ‘Oliver Twist’ (Mono) 
$1,000, a little better. 


INFLUX OF 25,000 GOBS 
WILL SPURT SEATTLE 











Seattle, July 17. 

Biggest naval armada ever in 
Seattle harbor for next 15 or 20 
days means 25,000 sailors spending 
a little dough and theatres getting 
some of it. Otherwise showmen now 
fighting real summer weather, hot- 
test of the year. Makes it tough 


grind. 

Talk of town is still ‘Gold Dig- 
gers,’ at Hamrick’s Music Box, now 
in third big week and to be held a 
fourth. 

Sensational biz being done by 
‘Back to Nature’ at Joe Danz’s Em- 
bassy theatre. Did $2,400 first two 
days, breaking all records for this 
spot, even beating the first blush of 
the talkers here. Looks to reach 
$6,000 and will be held over second 
week, also a record for Embassy. 
Sensational angle of nakedness 
played up in advertising, far greater 
than pix itself provides, while lob- 
by’s nude bally is causing crowds 
of stags to stop and look. Danz 
also using front page of ‘Post Intel- 
ligencer’ with headline about Seat- 
tle nudist colony plan, publicity gag 
put over three weeks ago by Herb 
Sobéttka, Sheffield Exchange man- 
ager here. Attendance shows in- 
terest in stuff, as well as curiosity 
on sex display, which was expected, 
but not very much realized. 

Roxy changed show a day early, 
as ‘Circus Queen Murder’ failed to 
hold up. Locally produced stage 
shows getting good notices on the 
whole. 

Fifth avenue using big space for 
‘When Ladies Meet.’ Biz seems 
pretty well divided, with attractions 
same way, now that ‘Diggers’ has 
had its first cream-takings. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Ave. (Evergreen) (2,400; 25- 
40)—‘When Ladies Meet’ (MG). 
Billing Ann Harding first, nice pub- 
licity helping; good $7,000 in pros- 


pect. Last week ‘Nuisance’ (MG) 
$6,800. 
Roxy (J-vH) (2,300; 25-35)— 


‘Blondie Johnson’ (FN) with new 
stage show, called ‘Fleet Week Re- 
vue.’ Indicates $6,000, good. Last 
week ‘Circus Queen Murder’ (Col), 
only six days and stage show, $5,100. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106; 
25-40)—‘I Loved You Wednesday’ 
(Fox), ‘Girl in 419’ (Par), dual. An- 
ticipates slow trade, $3,300. Last 
week, ‘Midnight Mary’ (MG), ‘It’s a 
Great Life’ (Fox), dual, $3,600. Rent 
and nut way down here now. 


Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35)—‘Gold Diggers’ (WB). Third 
week, still lines, should go to $5,000, 
good. Last week, same film, great, 
kept marching right on, with lines 
every night, for grand $7,500. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
35) — ‘Professional Sweetheart’ 
(RKO). May do $2,500, slow. Last 
week, ‘Jimmy Dolan’ (WB) terrible 
at miserable $1,800. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 10-25)— 
‘West of Singapore’ (Shef), Broad- 
way to Cheyenne’ (Shef), dual. 
Around $3,900, okay. Last week 
‘Parole Girl’ (Mas), ditto. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800: 15- 
25)—‘Rasputin’ (MG). Big ads to 
help, but $3,500 pace is only fair. 
Last week ‘Cavalcade’ (Fox), $3,400. 
Embassy (Joe Danz) (1,000; 25- 





35-50)—‘Back to Nature’ (Shef). 
For adults only, salaciousness 
played up beyond actual scenes, but | 
going for house record, over $6,000 


in sight. 


Bennett, ‘Waterfront,’ 
With Weather Breaks, 


Going Strong in Col. 


Columbus, July 17. 
Good picture breaks at the two 
major houses in town, the RKO Pal- 
ace and Loew’s Ohio, both keeping 
out of the red for the present ses- 


sion. Other spots not so fortunate, 
however. Product is the sole an- 


swer, as weather and all other con- 
ditions.are ripe as possible. 

Constance Bennett getting heavier 
play than had been anticipated and 
should put Palace in the lead for 
the week. Matinees at this one top 
for months, 


Estimates for This Week 





Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-40)— 
‘Bed of Roses’ (RKO). Looks good 
for $6,500. Last week ‘Melody 


Cruise’ (RKO) held up fairly, $4,600. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-40)— 
‘Cover the Waterfront’ (Par). 
Opened strong, good for $6,000. Last 
week ‘I Loved You Wednesday’ 
(Fox) and local talent stage show 
just fell short of $9,500. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-40)—‘Pri- 
vate Detective 62’ (WB). Rather 
weak but may hold even at $2,800. 
Last week, final of four weeks’ ses- 
sion of ‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ (WB), 
mild $2,300. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 15-30)— 
‘Ann Carver's Profession’ (RKO). 
Hardly better than $1,200, poor. 
Last week ‘Whoopee’ (UA) revival 
failed to hold up, but okay at $2,000. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 15-30)— 
‘I Love That Man’ and ‘Daring 
Daughters.’ Double bill, mediocre 
draft, $2,500. Last week ‘Gambling 
Ship’ (Par) and ‘Eleventh Com- 
mandment’ just got by at $2,300. 


BALTO EXHIBS 
DONT KNOW 
DEPRESH 


Baltimore, July 17. 


What's a depression? Exhibitors 
don't know how to spell that word 
any more. They’re starting to talk 
of re-seating, re-decorating. The 
Stanley is on its way to the highest 
gross in years, the New is doing a 
hold-over. Business is okay. Ex- 
hibs are even beginning to smile at 
film salesmen, 

For the second consecutive week, 
business is above normal and on the 
continuous climb. For July it’s 
something to talk about, particularly 
for the downtown houses. Besides 
the better feeling among the public, 
it’s the line-up of ace attractions 
currently that’s accounting for the 
hot coin. 

‘Gold Diggers’ is the easy leader 
of the town and will hoist the bulky 
Stanley to the largest gross the 
house has seen in almost two years. 
That was the indication at the start 
and the indications are _ getting 
better right along. Will have no 
trouble topping ‘42d Street’ by a 
wide margin, though ‘Street’ was no 
riot, strangely enough, in this house. 

Of second importance is the first 

hold-over in the loop in many 
months—since ‘Kong’ to be exact. 
The additional time is for ‘Be Mine 
Tonight’ at the New. This was an 
absolutely last-minute switch. On 
the final show of the first week the 
house was trailerizing ‘Cocktail 
Hour’ for the next day’s start. In 
fact, some ads on the first day of 
this week were carrying ‘Cocktail 
Hour’ notices instead of ‘Be Mine.’ 
Musical, however, stayed only three 
extra days, going out this morning 
(17) and ‘Cocktail Hour’ coming in, 
making one of the rare Monday 
openings in this town. 
Century and Hippodrome are 
battling it out on the stage show 
front. Hipp got off with a tremend- 
ous circusing for the vaude bill, 
headed by Singer’s Midgets, getting 
huge newspaper tie-up spreads and 
even getting away with a street 
parade. Matinees are already set 
with the kids. The only problem 
now is the night trade. 

Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-35- 
40-55-65) ‘Baby Face’ (WB) and 
vaude. Pat Rooneys and Harriet 
Hoctor on the stage accounting for 
some draw. Stanwyck fi':ker is the 
only femme flicker in the loop on 
the strictly s.a. angle. Means a 
concentration of femme coin that 
will help this house do a fair $12,000. 
Previous session was on the down- 
beat, the register clicking only fair 
$11,600 for ‘Girl in 419’ (Par). 

















Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,600: | 
25-35-40-55-65) ‘Emergency Call’ | 
(RKO) and vaude. Singer's Midgets | 
the big draw and circused all over| 
the town. Flicker hardly counts 

urrently being in merely through 


Roxy's Gang Helps Music Hall 


To Near $80,000: 
Par, Cap Also; Primo’s Pull, 226 


Stage Fare Aids 





Fair support of pictures on New 
York's first run front is being re- 
ceived all around this week. Not 
startling, but more than safely away 
from the doldrums. 


Where the attractions have the 
edge on pull, the grosses are piling 
up a good way above average. The 
Music Hall, with S. L. ‘Roxy’ Roth- 
afel on the stage in person, leads in 
this respect, and, with the rest of 
the week bringing any break at all, 
will do close to $80,000, very nice 
The town is going for Roxy before 
footlights more than it is for ‘Pro- 
fessional Sweetheart,’ it is believed. 
It’s the first time that the Radio 
City operator has put in a public 
appearance here in an effort to 
stimulate the gross. Among oper- 
ators, probably nobody but Roxy 
and possibly Major Edward Bowes 
would mean anything on any stage. 
Taking out ‘Pilgrimage,’ which 
opened keenly at the Gaiety as a 
roadshow attraction, nothing re- 
mains along Broadway to compare 
formidably with this two-a-dayer 
and the 6th avenue hall. Gaiety got 
$6,500 on first four days. Another 
roadshow film, Par’s ‘Song of 
Songs’ gets under way at the Cri- 
terion Wednesday (19). 

By and large, among the others, 
business is fair. With some attrac- 
tions exerting normal draw, those 
that do not possess box office 
strength are benefiting in a measure 
from the good theatre weather 
which yesterday (Monday) showed 
signs of continuing. If the grossing 
applecart isn’t upset before the 
week is out, the Capitol and Par- 
amount will be struggling for the 
lion’s share of what business is 
available on Broadway. 

Both are depending on their stage 
shows. Up at the Cap, where house 
has a big unit, consisting of Fred 
Keating, Borrah Minevitch, Lee 
Sims and Ilomay Bailey and others 
in support of ‘Midnight Mary,’ the 
take should be around $35,000. 

Par is racing for a possible $32,- 
000, comparative to Cap’s $35,000 in 
view of difference in prices. Former 
is also long on stage unit currently, 
with a show headed by Burns and 
Allen, James Melton and Mitzi May- 
fair. Picture is ‘Disgraced,’ which 
may be drawing some on strength 
of the title and the campaign 
worked out by Manager Les Dally 
and his ad shark, Jack McInerney. 
After four weeks at the Holly- 
wood, preceded by one at the 
Strand, ‘Gold Diggers’ will be hold- 
ing its own at an expected $13,000 
and should last a little longer. 

The new one Warners brought 
into the Strand, ‘Narrow Corner,’ 
however, is among the weaker book- 
ings this house has had of late, and 
can count itself lucky to eke out 
$15,000, so-so. Won't hold a second 
week at that figure. 

Of what remains, the old Roxy is 





custom. Vaude end will hold house 
to right side of $10,000, which is 
highly profitable at the theatre’s 
sliced overhead. Last week ‘Bed of 
Roses’ (RKO) weakened towards 
the finish but came through with 
okay $9,500. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,400; 25- 
30-40-50) ‘Forgoten Men’ (Indie). 
Second of these war archives com- 
pilations for this house, and doing 
okay. Advertising campaign was 
heated and spared no words. Enough 
American Legion men alone in this 
town to keep the register straight. 
Should make it another good $3,500. 
Last week was also bright and 


shining with ‘Disgraced’ (Par), 
which ankled home with sweet 
$3,200. 


New (Mechanic) (1,700; 25-30-40- 
50) ‘Cocktail Hour’ (Col). Opened 
today (17) after having been pushed 
around somewhat by the manage- 
ment when ‘Be Mine Tonight’ (U) 
clicked. Title and Bebe Daniels are 
helping at the start and looks oke 
for the afternoon trade from the 
shopping ladies. Maybe $2,500, oke. 
‘Be Mine Tonight’ ran 10 days, hit- 
ting off a terrific $3,800 for the first 
seven, but sliding off its pace some- 
what on the three-day hold-over, 
finishing at nifty $4,500 for the run. 
Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,400; 25-30- 
45-55-65) ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB). 
Smash of the week, and there’s no 
gainsaying it. Looking for $19,000 
total currently, a cmacking gross. 
Tops everything in nearly two years. 


It’s just one of those what-the- 
public-wants things. So what. Even 
has Warners so excited they’re 


checking this house. Very unusual. 
And last week the take wasn’t so 





bad either, ‘Hold Your Man’ (MG) 


coming through with an excellent 
$16,600. It was helped mightily by 
Chief Censor Bernard Gough coming 


out in the public prints with a state- 
ment that he was sorry he wasn't 
j}able to reject the film entirs ly. ' 


churning up the most silver. It 
stands a chance to reach a good 
$18,000 on the seven days from 
‘Best of Enemies’ at its newly cre- 
ated 55c top. The increase in scale 
apparently is not driving ’em else- 
where. For the show handed out at 
35c, perhaps the new clientele that’s 
been unearthed figures the standard 
set at well worth the 55c now asked. 
Results would refute the contrary, 
at least. 

Loew’s State, though a second run 
on film, is herding ’em in this week. 
House owes its prospectively cork- 
ing $22,000 chiefly to the personal 
appearance of champ Primo Car- 
nera than to ‘Waterfront.’ 

The Rialto, which operates at a 
low figure, is making okay do-re-mi 
at $8,000, the possibilities for $11,500 
—a profit—are moderately good on 
‘Laughing at Life.’ 

The Rivoli struck a patronage 
drought with ‘Gambling Ship,’ a 
shock booking from Paramount, 
and after getting only $11,500 on its 
first week ending tonight (Tuesday), 
takes it on the lam. ‘This Is Amer- 
ica’ opens tomorrow morning 
(Wednesday). 

Another war freak is at the May- 
fair, ‘Hell’s Holiday.’ It may get 
around $10,000 or better. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (5,400; 35-75-99-$1.65), 
‘Midnight Mary’ (MG) and stage 
show. Companioned by a large 
stage show, result should be $35,000, 
fairly good. Last week ‘Hold Your 
Man’ (MG) on its’ hold-over 
slumped to under $25,000. 

Gaiety (808; 55-$1.10-$1.65)—“‘Pil- 
grimage’ (Fox). Opened Wednes- 
day night (12) and on first four 
| days got $7,500, nice business, 

Hollywood (1,543; 25-34-55-75-85- 
$1.10), ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB) (5th 
week). At an approximate $13,000 
or slightly over depending on 
weather, musical will be maintain- 
ing a normal grasp. No date for 
departure as yet with picture able 
to hold until its gross goes to $10,- 
000 and under without incurring 
loss. Fourth week was $17,600 nice. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-55-65), ‘Hell’s 
Holiday’ (Superb). Indie war freak, 
after so many of its ilk have been 
around, will be fortunate to nab 
over $10,000 but good. Previous in- 
cumbent, ‘The Sphinx” (Mono) 
got $9,800. 

Palace (1,700; 25-40-55-75), ‘Bed 
of Roses’ (RKO) and vaude. Ben- 
nett proving drawful, receipts 
should total $11,500 or slightly over, 
not bad. Week before it was hor- 
rors with ‘Melody Cruise’ (RKO) 
failing to garner more than $7,900. 


Paramount (3,664; 35-55-75), 
‘Disgraced’ (Par) and stage show. 
Burns and Allen unit, plus title of 
feature, attracting fairly good busi- 
ness, $32,000. Last week it was no 
sing a song of sixpence, house 
rounding up only $22,000 on ‘I Love 
That Man’ (Par). 

Radio City Music Hall (5,945; 35- 
55-75), ‘Professional Sweetheart’ 
(RKO) and stage show. Roxy’s ap- 
pearance on stage here upping 
gross chances to a very big $80,000. 
‘Private Detective 62’ (WB) didn’t 
do so bad, either last week; $68,700, 
okay. 

Rialto (2,000; 35-50-64), ‘Laugh- 
ing at Life’ (Mas). Not much in 
view, looks like $11,500. Prede- 
cessor here, ‘Made on Broadway’ 
(MG) fair, $9,800. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-75-85), ‘Gam- 
bling Ship’ (Par). Not there at all. 
John Wright brings in a new one, 
‘This Is America,’ indie, tomorrow 
morning (Wednesday). ‘Ship’ on 
its single week only $11,500. Ahead 
of it on the second week, ‘Samar- 
ang’ (UA) wasn’t so sturdy either, 
$9,500. 

RKO Roxy (3,525; 25-40), ‘College 
Humor’ (Par), four days, and ‘Be 
Mine Tonight’ (U), three days. Fair- 
ish are the indications here this 
week, about $14,000 looming on 
strength of ‘Humor’ draft. Double- 
ton last week, ‘Ann Carver's Pro- 
fession’ (Col) and ‘Cocktail Hour’ 
(Col), not potent, pair luring only 
$10,000. 

Roxy (6,200; 26-35-55), ‘Best of 
Enemies’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Appears pretty good at the ticket 
windows; maybe $18,000. Last week 
‘It’s Great to Be Alive’ (Fox), $13,- 
700. 

State (2,900; 35-55-75), ‘I Cover 





Waterfront’ (UA) and vaude. A big 
attraction on its stage, Primo Car- 
nera, the main draft this week, for 
about $22,000, very good. The 
champ booked in on a percentage. 
Last week ‘Hell Below’ (MG) and 
Harriet Hoctor, Ray Bolger and 
others on vaude proved excellent, 
$18,000. 
Strand (2,900; 35-55-75), ‘Narrow 
Corner’ (WB). Maximum  pos- 
sibilities indicate only $15,000, 
| hence no holdover. ‘Mayor of Hell’ 
(WE) ¢ its second week was bet- 
ter, $16,900. 
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: Holdovers Alone Lead in Mpls. 





‘Be Mine’ a Local Sensation for 14 Weeks— 
‘Diggers’ Staying a 2d Wk. 





Minneapolis, July 17. 
With the exception of two 
holdover attractions, ‘Gold Dig- 
gers of 1933’ and ‘Be Mine To- 
night,’ the entertainment lay-out 


rates punier than a bear’s stake in 
the current stock market. AS a re- 
sult of this lack of purse looseners, 
the box office pace again is slug- 
gish. The price cuts at Publix 
houses instituted last week have 
lost some of their stimulus. What 
the patient apparently needs, above 
all else, is invigorating screen 
medicine. 

At the lower scale of 40c, repre- 
senting a reduction from 55c, ‘Gold 
Diggers’ remains at the State. For 
one of the few times in its history, 
and contrary to its set policy, that 
ace Publix house is holding the pic- 
ture over for a- second successive 
week and doing fairly following a 
smashing first seven days. 

The St. Paul Paramount also is 
holding over ‘Gold Diggers.’ This is 
annourced as the first time in 13 
years that any picture has accom- 
plished this feat in the closely 
neighboring town. 


Maintaining its phenomenally 
profitable clip, ‘Be Mine Tonight’ 
ecntinues for a 14th successive 
week at the sure-seater World, 


with no announcement of the en- 
gagement’s end yet forthcoming. 
More than 80,000 have witnessed 
this record-breaking screen marvel 
during tie local engagement. 

Yanking ‘Cocktail Hour’ after 
five and a half days, Manager Jack 
Gross of the RKO Orpheum hit 
urcn thc idea of opening ‘Bed of 
Roses’ at 6:30 p. m. Thursday, in- 
stead of Saturday morning, the 
same as was done a few weeks ago 
with ‘What Price Innocence.’ Ap- 
parently they fall for such freak 
stunts nowadays; although Ben- 
nett is no magnet here picture got 
a good cpening. Comment is not 
favcrable, however, and trade has 
not been holding up. 

The Century and Lyric are handi- 
capped by ordinary offerings. For 
the .second successive week the 
town is without any flesh-and- 
blood entertainment, but the Jack 
Benny unit show, coming to the Or- 
pheum next week on a $5,000 guar- 
antee, will afford an oasis. 

Estimates for This Week 


State (Publix) (2,200; 40), ‘Gold 
Diggers’ (WB) (2d week). Falling 
off after wham first week. Looks 
$7,300, fair, after last week's big 
$18,000, one of biggest seven days 
house has had in a year. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 40), ‘Bed 

(Continued on page 53) 


K. C. LOOKS OKAY 


‘Diggers’ Set for $16,000—‘Peg’ All 
Set Too, $12,000 


Kansas City, July 17. 

Marion Davies has never been 
very boxoffice here but this week 
at Loew’s Midland in ‘Peg o’ My 
Heart’ she promises to reverse pre- 
vious showings. 

The Newman’s ‘Gold Diggers’ is 
hitting on high. Opening was ad- 
vanced to Thursday, ‘College 
Humor’ giving way after 13 days, 
and the crowds are getting bigger 
and the lines longer daily. Picture 
will undoubtedly stay two, possibly 
more weeks. 

‘Bed of Roses’ should give the 
Mainstreet a fair break, although it 
seems hard to get them in without 
a stage show. 

Estimates for This Week 











Liberty (Dubinsky) (860; 10-15- 
20), ‘Out All Night’ (U), ‘Elmer 


Holding up 
Last week 
‘King Kong’ 


the Great’ (WB), split. 
fairly well to $1,800. 
‘Ex-Lady’ (WB) and 
(RKO), ditto. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40), 
‘Bed of Roses’ (RKO). Picture and 
star given snappy publicity and 
opened nicely; will hold for about 
$6,000, fair. Last week ‘Professional 
Sweetheart’ (RKO) and the Jack 
Benny revue, with the scale raised 
to 35 and 50c, a smashing $16,000. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25), ‘Peg 
o’ My Heart’ (MG). Another good 
week but not as strong as the 
couple preceding; will likely hit 
close to $12,000, fair. Last week 
‘Hold Your Man’ (MG) great, $16,- 
000. 

Newman (Par) (1,800; 25-35-40), 
‘Gold Diggers’ (WB). Although all 
publicity gave July 14 as the open- 
ing day, the picture was slipped in 
a day sooner, and with but news- 
paper announcements of the 
change, drew heavy business, but 
the next day was better and Satur- 
day and Sunday were capacity most 
of the time. Picture getting great 
publicity from those who have seen 
it and looks like a sure thing for 
two weeks; close to $16,000 first 
week. Last six days ‘College Hu- 
mor (Par), $6,000, good. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40), 
*‘Warrior’s Husband’ (Fox). Got 
away to a nice opening and looks 
fair for $3,000. Last week ‘Five 
Cents a Glass’ (Fox) and stare 
show. °2,200, bad. 


Weather Break Helps 
B’klyn; ‘Bed’-Dennis, 206 


Brooklyn, July 17. 
Town is undergoing cool spell 
driving ’em from the beaches to the 
downtown cinemas. Looks like the 
Paramount will open its doors Aug. 
15, playing stage shows and pics. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,800; 25-35-50), ‘Bed of 
Roses’ (RKO) and vaude starring 
Gene Dennis and Rae Samuels. The 
Dennis gal is evidently boxoffice 
judging from the amount of space 
and talk she’s getting. Should do 
in vicinity of $20,000, oke. Last 
week ‘College Humor’ (Par) and 
Three X Sisters on stage produced 
feeble $14,400. 
Loew’s Metropolitan (3,000; 25- 
35-50), ‘Midnight Mary’ (MG) and 
vaude starring Ferde Grofe and his 
orch. In vicinity of $21,000, so-so. 
Last week ‘I Cover the Waterfront’ 
and vaude did $20,400, mild. 
Fox (4,000; 25-35-50), ‘Woman I 
Stole’ (Fox) and stage show featur- 
ing Do, Re, Mi, radio act, looks to 
do nice $16,000. Last week ‘Great 
to Be Alive’ (Fox) and Vaughn de 
Leath on stage, $10,300, passable. 





Strand (2°800; 25-35-50), ‘Mayor 
of Hell’ (WB). Cagney flicker is 
bringing in business. Around $15,- 


000, nice. Last week ‘Lilly Turner’ 
(WB-Chatterton) did $8,000. 


HUBS SLUFFO 
PIX, BUT BIZ 
HOLDING UP 


Boston, July 17. 

The waning cinema Old Year 
brings the usual influx of stopgap 
product to meet the expected ebb 
tide biz. But there are two high 
spots in town, Keith’s and the Ma- 
jestic, latter doing finely with the 
‘Gold Diggers’ run, and the RKO 
house standing ’em up with a com- 
bimation of expert vaude and film 
names. ~ 

Town’s raving over the Notre 
Dam. Glee Club, topping Keith bill. 
For extra lure there’s Ben Blue and 
stooges from Hollywood two-reel- 
ers, and other acts pass muster. 
William Powell and Ann Harding, 
co-stars for first time, are undoubt- 
ed magnet though vehicle disap- 
points. It’s the variety that satis- 
fies and sets patrons by way of be- 
coming loud-speaker mduthpieces to 
boost the bill. 

Estimates for This Week 

Majestic (1,500; 35-55-75)—‘Gold 
Diggers’ (WB). Doing even better 
in fourth week with cooler weather 
to help the unrefrigerated legit 
house; $15,600 should be hotcha 
intake. Last week house bettered 
expected 14 grand, getting $14,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-55)— 
‘Double Harness’ (RKO), and un- 
usually good stage bill, ringing the 
bell over and over again. Big biz 
is here again, best week house has 
had in ever so long. Should hit 
$20,000, big. Last week ‘Bed of 
Roses’ (RKO) and vaude, pretty 
nice at $14,200. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 30-40- 
50)—‘Hold Your Man’ (MG) and 
good vaude. Marquee draw is good, 
on rise to $16,000, hunkadory. Last 
week ‘Midnight Mary’ (MG) and 
vaude, comfy at $14,000. 

State (Loew) (3,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Storm at Daybreak’ (MG) and one 
stage act, Sundays vaude and band. 
Names in film helping; $12,000 will 
be nice for the midsummer dol- 








drums. Last week ‘Made on 
Broadway’ (MG) and one act, down 
to $9,500. 

Met (Publix) (4,330; 30-40-65)— 


‘Heroes for Sale’ (WB) and double 


stage bill. Making a good audi- 
ence value all around; $15,000 
looked for. Last week ‘J Loved You 


Wednesday’ (Fox) and stage show, 
$18,500, fine. 

Scollay (Publix) (2,800; 25-35-45- 
55)—‘College Humor’ (Par) and 
eight acts vaude. Summerishly $8,- 
500. Last week ‘Diplomaniacs’ 
(RKO) and vaude, ditto on gross. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 25- 
35-50)—‘Disgraced’ (Par), and ‘Best 
of Enemies’ (Fox). Ordinary on 
appeal, with expected $5,500, if and 
when, Last week ‘Baby Face’ 
(WB), and ‘Gambling Ship’ (Par), 
good at $8,000. 

Tremont (Indie) (1,600; 25-35-50). 
Goes dark after 5 weeks of ‘Be 





Mine Tenicht’ (17). Lect week $4.- 
C.J, pretty good. 


lagain July 24 with ‘Coca ye AsSa:n 


DIGGERS,’ $30,000, 
SETS RECORD 
IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, July 17 


It’s a week fraught with interest 
and deadly competition, as the Par- 
amount soars to a record with 
‘Gold Diggers,’ the nudist film, ‘Back 
to Nature,’ does capacity Xt the 
Strand, the Warfield clicks solidly 
with ‘When Ladies Meet’ and on 
stage Marge of the radio team ‘Myrt 
and Marge,’ while another radio 
act, Cecil and Sally, fails to draw 
at the Golden Gate. Latter dips to 
a bad $11,000, contrasted to ‘Dig- 
gers’ prospective smash figure of 
$30,000 on the week, a new high. 
Fox Paramount looks likely to 
smash every straight pix record it’s 
had, beginning as it did Friday (14). 
Joe E. Brown, Bette Davis, War- 
rent William, Glenda Farrell and 
Patricia Ellis in person, and the 
show held to a minimum time so 
there are six unreelings a day. 
Doors open at 10 a. m., 9 a. m. on 
Saturday, and by 12:30 p. m. of the 
first day there was a holdout with 
a lobby. Pic had one of the swell- 
est campaigns staged here, WB co- 
operating nicely with the house in 
putting over the film. 

Fox Warfield is taking no back 
seat, either. Combo of Harding and 
Montgomery in ‘When Ladies Meet’ 
is good audience attraction, while 
Marge of ‘Myrt and Marge,’ is sur- 
prisingly well-known here, and 
without a doubt helping a good deal. 
Here, too, will be another swell 
gross. 

In the Strand is ‘Back to Nature’ 
nudist film, which has had one of 
the smartest campaigns yet given 
any Frisco show. Charlie Leonard 
did it as-a special job, in addition 
to his p.a. and ad work for United 
Artists, which is owned by Herman 
Cohen, also owner of the Strand. 
Leonard got a nice piece of change 
for his job, but it was money well 
spent. The 900-seat house, with 
only a 75-minute bill, is doing nine 
shows a day, and starting out at 
capacity. It’s in on percentage, 
booked by Floyd St. John of Co-op- 
erative exchange, who has western 
rights, and who also booked it with 
Morgan Walsh at the latter’s T & 
D in Oakland. 

Rest of the street is only so-so, 
doesn’t stand much of a chance un- 
der this competition. 

St. Francis has ‘Hold Me Tight’ 
and ‘Man of the Forest’ and about 
usual returns. United Artists has 
reissue’ of ‘Whoopee’ and though 
Cantor is more popular now than 
when it previously played there, it’s 
not hitting any high spots. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Leo) (5,000; 15-25)—‘Dan- 
gerous Crossroads’ (Col) and ‘Big 
Chance’ (All Star). Chic Sale in 
former helping a little and about 
average at $8,000. Last weék saw 
$8,200 on ‘Vampire Bat’ (Maj) and 
‘Love’s Like That.’ 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65)—‘Tomorrow at 7’ (RKO) and 
vaude with Cecil and Sally of local 
radio in a 45-minute sketch. Team 
not drawing, sending the gate down 
to $11,000. Last week Al Pearce 
and radio gang with ‘Professional 
Sweetheart’ (RKO) set an attend- 
ance record, and came near a money 
mark with slightly less than $21,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 30-40- 
55)—‘Gold Diggers’ (WB). May set 
a house record what with a great 
campaign and plenty shows a day. 
Started out with holdouts by noon 
and looks like a smashing $30,000, 
which hasn’t been dreamed of 
arouni this house for ages. ‘Re- 
union in Vienna’ (MG) last week 
started nicely, but failed to attract 
general attention, and wound up 
with a disappointing $13,000. 

St. Francis (Fox) (1,500; 35-40)— 
‘Hold Me Tight’ (Fox) and ‘Man of 
Forest’ (Par). Competish pretty 
stiff and doing well to get $7,500, 


(Continued on page 61) 








Divorce May Delay 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Paramount has placed Cary Grant, 
Carole Lombard and Charles Laugh- 
ton in the top spots in ‘Jorgensen,’ 
railroad construction story which 
goes into production August 15. 

Meanwhile studio is in the air 
over Miss Lombard, who is in Reno 
seeking a divorce from William 
Powell. Decree in the Nevada city 
necessitates a six week residence 
there which would not permit her to 
return to the studio until August 26. 


Well Cast Short 


E. M. Gluckmann’s second short 
for Universal release goes into pro- 
duction in New York Thursday 
(20). Figured shooting will take 
two days. 

Set for the picture are Jim Bar- 








House goes legit | Oliver 


ton, Nick Lucas, Adelaide Hall, 
Wakefield, Mullen Sisters 
and Leon Belasco’'s band. 


Much Counter-Competish 
But Lincoln’s Holding Up 


Lincoln, Neb., July 17. 


Competition comes in this week 
from several sources to smack into 
film row purses. Dodson’s Shows, 
carney, is currently setting up on 
the fair grounds close in town for 
a six-day run under auspices of the 
VFW with extreme low price bally- 
hoo, At Capitol beach, a short way 
out of town, a marathon dancing 
contest goes into the third week, 
and the town is starting to get in- 
terested with a dime gate there as 
additional lure. 

In spite of all outside draws, how- 
ever, film houses are holding up 
much better for the season than 
was the case a year ago. All man- 
agers are feeling a bit better, too, 
since this week is contract-signing 
time and the announcement of 
product has been something like a 
hypo. 
The LTC has held back Jolson’s 
‘Hallelujah’ during all the adverse 
publicity it received on first presen- 
tation, and now after that is rather 
forgotten and the latter is clicking 
via the ether they’re slapping him 
in the Orpheum for a full week, 
hoping local fans haven’t forgotten 
the pull that made him set un- 
equalled b.o. records here at the 
talkie initiation. ‘Waterfront’ in 
the Stuart is a small idea of how 
hard it is for the boys there to find 
a picture worth twice as much at 
the b.o. as they’re asking anywhere 
else in town. Swamped with last 
season’s product and short on 
houses, LTC is splitting weeks at 
every house except the Stuart, 


Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (LTC) (650; 10-15-20), 
‘Mayor of Hell’ (WB). Better than 
fair in this spot, $700. Last week 


‘Men Must Fight’ (MG) and ‘Life in 
the Raw’ (Fox) did nicely, $750, 

Lincoln «LTC) (1,600; 10-15-25), 
‘Devil’s Brother’ (MG) and ‘Peg o’ 
My Heart’ (MG). Starts this house 
on a solid schedule of split weeks. 
Should do well $2,100. Last week 
‘Looking Forward’ (MG) was jerked 
halfway to make room for ‘She Had 
to Say Yes’ (WB); a so-so week, 
$1,600. 

Liberty (Indie TC) (1,500; 10 all), 
‘Jungle Bride’ (Mon) and _ serial. 
Nice at $700. Last week ‘Decep- 
tion’ (Col) and ‘Dude _ Bandit’ 
(Mon), split, okay at $625. 

Orpheum (LTC) (10-15-25), ‘Hal- 
lelujah, I'm a Bum’ (UA). Al always 
clicked here, and should do a nice 
$1,100. Last week ‘It’s Great to Be 
Alive’ (Fox) and ‘India Speaks’ 
(Col), faired $600. 

State (Indie TC) (500; 10-15-25), 
‘The Rebel’ (U). ot so good, $800. 
Last week ‘Don’t Bet on. Love’ (U) 
counted up neatly, $1,200. 

Stuart (LTC) (10-25-35-55-60), 
‘I Cover the Waterfront’ (Par). A 
probable slim $2,400. Last week 
‘College Humor’ (Par) lived up to 
expectations and was the toast of 
the town, $3;300. 


MONTREAL GROSSES UP 
ALL OVER, INCL. NABES 


Montreal, July 17. 

Palace ran away with the cash 
last week and is repeating ‘Gold 
Diggers’ currently with gross way 
over expectations for its first week 
and likelihood of a five-figure take 
currently; $10,000 is a fair estimate 
after $11,500, exceptionally good, last 
week. Heat has moderated and 
house filled nightly after a very 
good week-end, which is being re- 
peated again Saturday and Sunday. 

Princess, as estimated, had a very 
good week on repeat of ‘Good Com- 
panions,’ grossing $5,500 and. cur- 
rently has ‘20,000 Years in Sing 
Sing’ and ‘Central Park.’ These 
should be good for $5,000, another 
fine gross for prices and time of 
year. Capitol is showing ‘College 
Humor’ on which a special cash 
prize2 ballyhoo is drawing atten- 
tion. The second of the brace at 
this theatre is ‘Girl in 419’ and the 
two should gross $7,000. Loew’s 
dual is ‘Letting in the Sunshine’ 
and ‘The Silk Express,’ which may 
get $7,500 between them. French 
pictures at Imperial and Cinema de 
Paris are getting good houses and 
repeats sometimes run better than 
first shows. They should be good 
for $2,000 and $1,500, respectively. 

Nabes have shown signs of re- 
covery on milder weather and are 
picking up some. 

Estimates for This Week 


Palace (FP) (2,700; 60) ‘Gold 
Diggers of 1933’ (WB) (2nd week). 
Grossed $11,500 last week, very 
good. Should pick up another $10,- 
000 currently. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 50) ‘College 
Humor’ (Par) and ‘Girl in 419’ (Par), 
May get $7,000. Last week ‘Silver 
Cord’ (RKO) and ‘Professional 
Sweetheart’ (RKO), took $7,500. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 50) ‘Letting 
in the Sunshine’ (Empire) and ‘Silk 
Express’ (WB). Mixture of British 
and Hollywood, and since British 
have been going well here may get 
$8,000. Last week ‘Hold Me Tight’ 
(Fox) and ‘I Love That Man’ (Par), 
with Carnera-Sharkey fight film 
boosted the gross to $9,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,00) ‘20,00¢¢ ~ 
in Sing Sing’ (WL) and ‘c« 











PROV. GROSSES + 
VERY HEY-HEY 
WEATHER OK 


Providence, July 17. 


Unseasonable weather, which set 
in the early part of the last stanza, 
continuing this week. Grosses are 
way up consequently, and theatre 
men in splendid frame of mind, 
This is first week in past month or 
so that weather hasn’t been ex- 
tremely changeable. Mercury went 
down to around 65 week ago and 
has stuck close to that mark since, 

Continued cool weather last week 
built up business even better than 
first anticipated. Should cool 
breezes stick around for the re- 
mainder of the current’ week, 
grosses will very likely be close to 
midwinter mark. 

Topsy-turvy state of affairs still 
exists in theatrical situation, how- 
ever. RKO Albee, which has been 
operating under vaudeville and pic- 
ture policy for more than two years, 
switched Saturday (15) to double 
features. Change said to be only 
for the summer. 

Switch now leaves Loew's State 
alone in the vaudeville field in 


(Continued on page 51) 


PITSBG GOES FOR THOSE 
‘AUTHENTIC’ WAR PIX 


Pittsburgh, July 17. 


Not much looked for this week, 
although closing of Fulton may 
loosen up a few grand to be dis- 
tributed among town’s remaining 
four first-run houses. Best bet looks 
like Bennett’s ‘Bed of Roses,’ at 
Stanley,’ where title, together with 
star’s fairly impressive marquee 
draw, should snare better than $10.- 
000, anyway, which isn’t exactly 
anything to complain about these 
days. 

At the Davis, ‘Forgotten Men,’ 
another of those authentic war 
films, second to.play here in as 
many months—other was ‘Big 
Drive’—got away to a big opening 
on strength of a nice advance cam- 
paign, and if it can hold up should 
attract around $3,300, which means 
a profit here. And the Davis hasn’t 
been showing very much profit in 
the last couple of months. 

Fulton closed down Saturday (15), 
giving ‘World Gone Mad’ only five 
days. Less than $2,350 for brief 
session not so hot. Penn has ‘Storm 
at Daybreak,’ but will have to de- 
pend solely upon cast names, which 
hardly sound big enough to account 
for more than a weak $8,500. | Ware- 
ner won’t get any the best of it, 
either, with ‘Best of Enemies,’ with 
a poor $3,000 in prospect. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-30-40)— 
‘Forgotten Men’ (Jewel). These 
‘authentic’ war films seem to be 
naturals around here. ‘Big Drive’ 
caught on at Fulton couple of months 
ago, and this one shows signs of do- 
in the same thing. Looks like $3,- 
330, all right. Last week ‘Sunny 
Side Up’ (Fox), musical revival, a 
surprise click at $3,100. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750: 15- 
25-40)—‘World Gone Mad’ (Maj). 
Five days for this one, with house 
closing down Satdee (15) for a few 
weeks, reopening around Aug. 10. 
Less than $$2,350, poor, for brief 











session. Last week ‘King of Jazz’ 
(U) overestimated, getting less 
than $3,500. 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Storm at Daybreak’ (MG). 
Too heavy for summer and popular 
consumption. Cast names will have 
to bring everything in, and they’re 
hardly strong enough to snare be- 
yond a weak $8,500. Last week 
‘Hold Your Man’ (MG) gave site its 
best week in months at $15,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Bed of Roses’ (RKO). Title will 
get ’em, and talk of censor hold-up 
always seems to give the populace 
the wrong i*ea and they invariably 
look. Same thing happened last 
week with ‘Temple Drake’ (Par), 
which got better than $10,000. ‘Bed 
of Roses’ should have .no trouble 
getting as much. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50) — 
‘Best of Enemies’ (Fox). A_ nice 
comedy but a b. o. weak sister, and 
will be lucky to gather $3.000. Last 
week ‘Heroes for Sale’ (FN) pretty 
drab at $2,800. 





Park’ (WB). Looks like $5,500. 
Last week repeat of ‘Good Com- 
panions’ (Regal) and ‘King of the 
Ritz’ (Regal). Grossed $5,000. 
Imperial (France-Film) (1,600; 
50) ‘La Fusee’ (French). House do- 
ing well lately and may gross $2,500. 
Last week ‘Claire de Lune’ (French) 





$2,000. 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50) ‘Theodore & Cie’ (French) 
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Release 
Date 


Aug. 18 


Aug. 25 


Sep. 1 
Sep. 8 
Sep. 15 


Sep. 22 
Sep. 29 


Oct, '6 
d 
Oct. 13 


Oct.'20 


BeBe. F siete 


ay he, 


Nov. 3 


Nov. 10 


Nov. 17 


Nov. 24 


4 
‘ 


“& The Worst Woman) 
. in Paris? tel 


Oct.27 He Knew His Women 


No neéd to wait 


and wonder WHEN 


"re ine re . 
vou re going to get your 


new seasons prod uct. 


FON Man power Is on ante 


job... READY with DATES. 


Picture title 


Paddy the Next 
- Best Thing 


The Last Trail 


Pilgrimage 





Stars, etc. 


Janet Gaynor, Warner Baxter. 
Directed by Harry Lachman. 


Zane Grey story. George O’Brien, 
El Brendel, Claire Trevor. 
Henrietta Crosman, Heather Angel, Norman 
Foster, Marian Nixon. Directed by John Ford. 


The Good Companions From J. 33. Priestley’s novel. Jessie. Matthews. 


Charlie Chan‘s 
Greatest Case 


Dr. Bull 
My Weakness 


' The Power and 
the Glory 


Walls of Gold 7 


Berkeley Square 


Eee Gt 


My Lips Betray 
The Mad Game 


Jimmy and Sally 


Earl Derr Biggers’ Charlie Chan adventure. 
Warner Oland, Heather Angel. - 
Directed by Hamilton MacFadden. 


Will Rogers, Louise Dresser, Vera Allen, Marian 
Nixon, Ralph Morgan. Directed by John Ford. 


Lilian Harvey, Lew Ayres, Charles Butterworth, 
Sid Silvers. B. G. De Sylva production. 
Directed by David Butler. 


Spencer Tracy, Colleen Moore, Ralph Morgan, 
Helen Vinson. Directed by William K. Howard. 
Sally Eilers, Norman Foster. 

From Kathleen Norris’ best seller. 

Benita Hume. Adolphe Menjou, John Boles. 
Direction and story by Monta Bell. 


Warner Baxter in a “Cisco Kid” role: 


Leslie Howard, Heather Angel, Valerie Taylor, 


Irene Browne, Beryl Mercer. 
Directed by Frank Lloyd. 


Lilian Harvey, John Boles, El Brendel. 
Directed by John Blystone. 


Spencer Tracy, Ralph Morgan, Claire Trevor. 
Directed by Irving Cummings. 


James Dunn and Sally Eilers. 
Story by Mauri Grashin and James Seymour. 


—e 





a 




















13 ; 
Tuesday, July 18, 1933 VARIETY : 


oa 





———s 


ete 





ess 


ie 


wean tow cay med 


=f Ri Aine AO 








Hy 
is] 
' 
A 
F 
' 
' 
‘ Ht 
" i 
} 4 
‘ 
iy 
. ‘| 
He 
a 
5 
q 
4 


x dy Papas. 














“Ge t Li —_ H BE Z 3 | 
. 3 arvey]” 
big Producing penn °Y 





which 








eae 























VARIETY 


Tuesday, July 18, 19 


em 
<tr 


Te Red a0 








e way 


mid-summer .. « 
the summer 
h 


... Nn 


k att 


New York 


cking 


‘Broadway 
$2 oo top-:: kno 
houses. Just loo 

the Gaiety, 


day on 
up at 


-a- 


- 


Ow of ice 
mopping 


$ 2 
Ee § 
ao) 


It’s im 
| uncooled 
4 1S 


x for at 
age 


yin 
ilgr 


‘ee 


P 


ee 





Tuesday, July 18, 1933 











ae as 


Tasty 





A MTEL ASS, HE OTR IN 


iotbrmr eae cota 


METRE APO 


Feet dee 


erst: 


oP 


1 ae 


ee 








7p ESUUEY RESEY WEY SNES 


Tuesday, July 18, 1933 


VARIETY 


front-page scare-heads, Thrill 
reared an blood “money...as blue-b] 

: ; -bloods 
Infamous father. How long can ‘th 


Spencer Tracy trouping his best. Soun 


er of gangdom’s children 


---lgnorant of their 
ed escape his shame? 
swell . . . IS swell! 
¢ permeates their Pictures el ee: Youthful spirit 


: ae .and fills th h ° 
Advance reports indicate it will be one of teas 








July 18, 1933 VARIETY 


——_—_ eee 


: 





- 
7 


Tuesday, July 18, 1933 








VARIETY _ 




















ee 0) I IB IS A In NE PPI 


ere 





a RRL A pete ks 


Re ads tia a 


ra 





Lh eg a Ae wesc ES: tbo 


cpap pepe nt 
ae. 


PW Sap as Ve ae 




















5 AGS Sein Aa A, ea ct ea BTR RAs OE RIC SERNA A VEE ARAN Ee ER AEN ATP U RA MELEE NODES IS TEE 
ee (pot ont sapiens cm ty Phot eee fae pee ab) i , 23 P ie , 5 " Sys ? 


- 


VARIETY 


Lar 
or] 
3) 
— 
re) 
— 
a 
— 
= 
-= 
> 
be} 
g. 
+ 
= 
= 











ar 
of 
2) 
me 
=) 
—_ 
tal 
—_ 
= 
ee 
al 
. 
= 
e 


ee 


ae ree ee eal 








cles LAS BTA OE Sd: 





Linke 



































{ , J I 18, I 3: 




















Today’s young folks 


ght and he-men cut loose! 


wild ... but they nevet saw 
+ FOX doesn't have to tell you what a 


Read on, 


when ladies laced ti 
the match of the 


may think they’re prety 


“good old days: 


played the first two! my lads! 


hell-raising 
sock this packs. Not if you 





Sette ek Sei 








Wee 





ses aes : 
satel | 
ot ee he hes 0d 
. oy Cee 
pitti 
ne ee 
Pi ane 





21 





anette 


re pt me 
— 


6 , 











cs 


et 


reer, eerre 








ean s 
LJ 


» cai 








VARIETY Tuesday, July 18, 1933 


A RE SO rer 


a re 


EAA as BS SE TREND PUA I RT PT RALLIES Voe her oe 


f 
} 
% 
5 




















“Tuesday, July 18, 1933 VARIETY 


Se 
S & 
= 








Tuesday, July 18, 1933 


ae _— 







































































the author mil. Saturday . 
Right! A sure-fire hit! Chan like Warn 
“Berkeley 
for FOX sh 


er Oland. 


Square” they'll demand to s 
Oowmen ! 


And still they come 


*¢ on 


- 














25 


VARIETY _ : : See aa 














—_—__—_————— 
a 


Tuesday, July 18, 1933 


Ee 




















ee Deel 





op Aeon SY 








nate nin 


res 
set 

















ragga Maney” 


soar 








BO 


er 


ce 


ng ROS F 


Pete oe oe 

















“THE GOOD COMPANIONS” Thousands paid $3.00 for 
the book...a best seller for years...and today. More thousands 
paid $4.40 top for months to see it as a Broadway hit. Here’s 
happiness a-plenty. With a whopping musical show tomake 


“THE LAST TRAIL” Talk of winning combinations... 
even your heart tingle. BOX OFFICE, here it comes... 


Grey (only author whose books outsell the Bible — says Variety). George 
O'Brien, biggest out-door box-office star (says M.P. Herald poll). El Brendel, 


good for a guffaw at every appearance (says every audience). Another medal 
for FOX showmen, please! Keep going, there’s no let-up 


you can’t top this. Zane 
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Report Australian 
To Buy Back 


Sydney, June 19. 

Trouble is brewing between the 
preference shareholders in the Hoyt 
group of theatres and the Fox Cor- 
poration, 

Much grief has been experienced 
in the past by the Hoyt preference 
stockholders because of the huge 
sums paid to Fox on their holdings 
in Hoyts and also for film hire. The 
preference holders state Fox is cop- 
ping the cream whilst they are be- 
ing left out in the cold. 

Report now is that the Ballieu 
Banking Group—powerful Mel- 
bourne financiers—will endeavor to 
purchase the Fox-Chase interests in 
the Hoyt Australian chain outright. 
This move is being sought mainly 
on behalf of the present preference 
stockholders. 

R. W. G. Mackay, attorney for 
Greater Union Theatres, has been 
in America for quite a while and is 
stated as having placed the proposi- 
tion before Sid Kent and Chase Na- 
tional Bank officials on behalf of 
the Hoyt interests. Mr. Mackay is 
due back in Australia shortly, and 
further developments are expected 
on his return. 

In Australia at present is John 
Nolan, who was reported to have 
come to this country primarily to 
put over ‘Cavalcade’. 

Suspicion here is that Mr. Nolan 
is mainly in Australia to cover the 
entire position as regards his or- 
ganization’s interests in the Hoyt 
chain. Whatever report he trans- 
mits to his American principals, will 
have strong bearing on whether the 
Fox Corporation will agree to sell 
to the Ballieus. 

As ox has been desirous of 
ridding itself of theatre control in 
other parts of the world, it is 
deemed likely they would be ready 
to quit the Australian field on a 
suitable proposition. 

Situation Changed 

Fox entered the local market at a 
time when the Hoyt chain was at a 
low ebb financially. Undoubtedly 
the Fox backing, arranged through 
F. W. Thring, saved the circuit from 
the rocks. But ever since Charles 
Munro has been in charge of the 
Hoyt affairs business has proceeded 
along constructive lines. 

During the past two years the 
film business has passed through a 
very lean period, but is now on the 
up-grade. Losses—mainly because 
of enormous taxation slugs—have 
been very heavy. However, with the 
five years’ working agreement now 
in force between the Hoyt chain 
and Greater Union Theatres, a much 
happier business outlook is current. 

There has beo1 an outcry before 
because of an American film com- 
pany controlling an Australian the- 
atre chain, but the raves have gen- 

(Continued on page 62) 


: Into Talker in French 


July 8. 


The German film, ‘Libelei’ (Young 
Love), one of the outstanding for- 
eign successes in France, still be- 
ing shown in Paris in its original 
German version with French sub- 
titles at the Studio de 1l’Etoile, 
where it is now in its 38rd month, is 
being made into a French produc- 
tion by the Societe Alma. 

Max Ophuls, German director of 
‘Libelei,’, who has taken up his 
abode in Paris because of the Nazi 
Situation, is directing the French 


Paris, 


filmm and Maeda Schneider, who 
speaks French, is again playing her 
original role 

A few general scenes are being 
Synchronized by the Societe Ryth- 


Eeclair studios, 


part, 


mographie at the 
though the main 
‘S being entirely remade 


for picture 


Bankers Ready 


Fox's Hoyt Control 


A 


|Harry Cohn Gets Going 
On English Producing 


London, July 8. 


In his few days in town Harry 
Cohn has accomplished a lot of 
business. In about a fortnight he 
has signed Binnie Barnes as lead- 
ing woman; Leslie Howard, leading 
man; Cedric Hardwicke for char- 
acter, and Gilbert Miller to direct 
his first picture, ‘The Lady is Will- 
ing,’ adapted from the French. 

He has ‘taken over the British 
& Dominions studios at Elstree and 
will start shooting on July 17, with 
laboratory man, recorder and cam- 
eraman, all from America. 

He has taken the first two floors 
of the building knowr as Wardour 
House, and Columbia’s own ex- 
change will begin functioning im- 
mediately. Pictures by Capra, Bor- 
zage and others are already on the 
way and will shortly be trade 
shown. 
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Italy Angels Pix of 
Scenery and Spaghet 


To Draw Yank Trade 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Using picture production as propa- 
ganda to lure American tourists to 
Italy is behind the negotiations for 
release in this country of a series of 
Italian talkers filmed against scenic 
backgrounds, 

Italian government and banks 
have guaranteed the promoter, Alex 
Turn-Taxis, Austrian, who directed 
several pictures in Hollywood as 
Cliff Wheeler, around $100,000 to 
start production. Only requirement 
is that he obtain a suitable Ameri- 
can release. 

Italy figures the beautiful scenic 
atmosphere, although part of the 
story, will be better than any direct 
form of advertising to get American 
visitors to their country. Arthur 
Lubin, former Paramount executive, 
is attempting to obtain a release 
here for the talkers. 

First picture is to be ‘Segusto,’ 
from the book by Lord Cecil Rob- 
erts. Love story of an Englishman 
and an Italian peasant girl runs 
through many of the harbors and 
seaport hamlets of Italy. 

Productions are to be made in 
both English and Italian versions, 
with most of interior filming done 
in Rome. 


FOUNDER OF UNION 
ASKED TO RESIGN 


Karl Freund, Universal director 
has received a request from the 
rerman  film-men’s’= organization, 
Dacho. asking for a resignation be 
cause Jewish. 

Freund is one of the oldest of the 
yerman cameramen, organized the 
German cameramen’s' union of 
which he was president and was 
still a leading member of that or- 
ganization when it merged with 
Dacho. About three years ago Uni- 


versal imported him and he has 
been continuing as an honorary 
member, 


Freund resigned with pleasure. 





FRANCO-SPANISH FILMER 


Adelqui Millar, South American 
director, who has formerly been 
associated with the Paramount 
films at the Joinville studios and 
has also directed in London, has 


transferred his activities to Spain, 
where he has organized the Latina- 


Films, a Franco-Spanish produc- 
tion co., with offices in Madrid and 
Seville. 

His first picture will be Le 
Lumieres de Seville’ (Lights of Se- | 
ville) in French and Spanish ver- 
sions 








HITLER THING DEADLY 
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KEEPS FORFICN IFox’s 2-Version Foreign Mades by 


FILMS OUT OF Wa. 


Only 4 Theatres Out of 200 


} 


bi-annual h.o 


Over Here Now Playing 
Foreign Language Films 
—Great Chance for Ger- 
man Mades in America 
Killed Off with Hitler’s 
Anti-Jew Campaign 


EXHIBS ANNOYED 





Practically nothing is left of the 
foreign language film business in 
the United States. Only four 
houses in the country on a constant 
foreign language diet, three in New 
York and one in Boston. All four 
are using second and third run 
pictures. It’s the lowest ebb ever, 
even since silent days. 

Foreign film. business was always 
a piking proposition until about 
two years ago when it began build- 
ing to sizeable proportions slowly. 
Less than a year ago it had reached 
an almost important status, with 
over 200 theatres in the U. S. using 
the pictures and doing pretty well 
with them. 

Then came Hitler! 

Fact that the anti-Hitler thing 
could hurt pictures in other lan- 
guages, such as French, Russian, 
etc., is explained by the fact that 
the other language countries, out- 
side of Germany, never really got 
very far and never produced pic- 
tures which went far in the U. S. 
Also explained as a matter of ex- 
hibitors pretty much. German pic- 
tures were the best draws of the 
foreign language films. Therefore, 
exhibitors played them most and 
used French, Italian, ete., only on 
occasion, 

Too Much Bother 

With the Hitler anti-Jew thing 
in Germany breaking loose, some 
exhibs dropped German pictures on 
their own. Most tried to hold on. 
They received protesting letters 
and other worries along that line. 
Rather than bother, they dropped 
the whole thing. 

German pictures in the U. 5S. 
reached their highest peak about 
six months ago, right after ‘Maed- 
chen in Uniform’ clicked heavily. 
Exhibs, as well as theatre patrons 
throughout the country, felt more 
inclined to give the pictures a 
break and look them over for the 
first time. 

Latest of the foreign language 
houses to close is the Europa chain 
in New York, Baltimore and Phila- 
delphia. New York house of that 
chain was the oldest existing for- 
eign theatre, Shutters supposedly 
only for the summer. 





Mickey Mouse Tieups 


George Kamen leaves for Europe 
July 19 to handle merchandise tie- 





ups for Mickey Mouse and other 
Walt Disney cartoons. 

Idea is for Kamen to get set 
somewhere abroad and do nothing 
else but arrange merchandising 
agreements. 

VEDIDT SUES BG. 
London, July 17 

Conrad Veidt has entered suit 
against Gaumont British, alleging 
contractural breach, 

He made some films here for 
G-B. 

SURGICAL VACATION 

A. L. Pratchett, Cuban gem. for 

| Paramount, is in New York for his 


visit 


While here he'll go into a hospital | di position 
lor ap operation he needs 





Anglo-italian Project 
For 3-Tongue Musical 


London, July 8. 
After several long-distance talks, 
John Maxwell has sent Monty 
Banks to Rome to confer with 
Cines Productions, Italy’s biggest 
film concern and pictures theatres 


owners. Idea is a hook-up - -.ween 
this concern and British Interna- 
tional Pictures to make two musi- 
cals with Italian background. 
Pictures will be tri-lingual, using 
international stars,’ and will cost 
around $200,000 for each version. 


NEW JANNINGS 
TALKER FLOPS 





London, July 17. 


‘Merry Monarch,’ Emil Janning’s 
“nglish language talker, opened 
Saturday (14) at the Empire and 
was badly razzed. It was imme- 
diately jerked. 

Picture was released here_ by 
United Artists, after having been 
made by a Franco-German alliance 
in the south of France. It cost 
$300,000 and was made in French 
and English versions. Alexander 
Granowsky, the German director, 
megged, 

Censor here made 52 cuts béfore 
releasing, which possibly explains 
the trouble. 


"33 GERMAN KONTIGENT 
RUNS FOR THREE YEARS 


Full text of the new German kin- 
tingent law, just arrived in New 
York, shows that there were only 
a few changes instituted from the 
old law, but these changes are 
drastic. 

New law is 
rather than 
in the past. 

In the law the definition of Ger- 
man films is changed. ‘German 
films’ now means pictures that are 
100% German as regards directors, 
producers and actors. The word 
‘German’ here means not only per- 
sons of German nationality but of 
Cerman race, which immediately 
bars Jews Previously only 75% 
of the film personne! had to be 
legally German, now it’s 100% 
racially German. 

Foreigners of 
lescent can pass 
they have lived in 
January 1, 1923, 








in for three years, 
a one-year period, as 


German racial 
as Germans if 
Germany since 
otherwise they can 


be employed in only 25% of _ film 
work, 

One important out in the law at 
this point states that foreigners 
(which also means Jews) may be 
employed in German films made 
outside of Germany if special per- 


mission is granted by the Ministry 
»9f Propaganda on application of the 
producer. Must be proved, however, 
that the move is necessary for ‘ar- 
tistic or cultural purposes.’ 








Another new point in the law 
states that the Ministry of Propa- 
ganda can grant kontingents or 
1uota licenses at its own discretion 
and beyond the regular kontingent 
import figure to such countries as 


have a reciprocal 
That's 


proposed 


agreement with 
intended to help 
German-Italian 


Germany. 
put the 





|} deals 


Pommer at $175,000 Top Cost Sure 
To Break Even at Least Is Belief 


vv 


Fox-has reached a decision on 
European production. It has au- 
thorized Eric Pommer to start mak- 
ing plans for producing in France, 
Pictures will be in French and Eng- 
lish, but no German. Pommer left 
New York Wednesday (12) on the 


‘Olympic.’ 
Still two snags in the way of im- 
mediate beginning, but figured 


they’re easy. Most important hold- 
up is pending the July 21 Fox re- 
financing thing. Soon as that's 
settled Pommer will be given the 
signal to go ahead and incorporate 
a French production company with 
a capital of about $300,000 (6,000,000 
francs). Papers for that are al- 
ready drawn, 

Robert Kane will eventually be- 
come the head of Fox's European 
production. That won't be until 
Aug. 1, probably, as Kane has a 
Paramount contract which dates 
that far and on which he has en- 
tered suit against Paramouré, 

The Fox production lineup as 
seen now is for Pommer to make 
not more than three or four pic- 
tures a year. He will be given a 
budget of $175,000 per picture, to 
include both versions. 

Possible Velvet 

Attitude is that with that kind 
of a fihancial outlay a Pommer pic- 
ture, with Pommer’'s European rep- 
utation can get its money back in 
Europe. With a cash negative re- 
turn Fox will be satisfied because 
able to sell the Fox-American pro- 
gram on the strength of the local 
mades. If one or two of the Pom- 
mer pictures should turn out to be 
good enough for America, it’s fi- 
gured by Fox as that much velvet. 

Andre Daven will produce some 
cheaper Fox-French pictures to 
satisfy that market. tric Klage- 
man in Berlin will be allowed 
to continue making his proposed 
four German pictures there on & 
minimum production cost schedule, 

Same time, through engagement 
of €. B. Cochran, London's ace legit 
producer, in London, to hunt stories 
and material, it’s figured Fox will 
get story breaks in that country and 
be closer to possibilities. 





AUSTRIA ENACTS MORE 
LAWS FOR OWN FILMS 


Vienna, July 7. 

Supplementary regulations have 
been made to the new Austrian 
contingent law, in effect since April 
15, which make the showing of a 
certain amount of local footage 
compulsory for all theatres. 

According to these regulations, 
and in order to further domestic 
film production, every picture 
house must include in all its pro- 
grams, about 250 meters of shorts 
produced within Austria and on 
Austrian equipment. Shorts can be 
either newsreels or educationals or 
both, preference being given to na-« 


tive scenics and travelogs. 


Ministry of Commerce, working 
with the Ministry of Instruction 
will label film as eligible for such 


ind decide matters of de« 
bate arising under the law. 
Newsreels for compulsory show- 


use, on 


ing will be distributed through a 
special officially instituted ‘Newse 
reel Office.’ 

Similar law exists in Germany. 


Hanna Kass European 
Envoy for Columbia 


former head of Co«w 
lumbia's foreign department in New 
York, id Wednesday (12) for 
Paris to take over the mpany’s 


Hanna Kass, 


sail 








Total figure of kontingents | 
| mitted remains unchanged at 175 to} 
| be divided 30 for ex- | 
porters, 15 ministeria 


60 for renters, 


for general 
ind 20 at the 
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Packed first-night audience at Gaiety Theatre (Broadway, 
N. Y.) thunders applause after witnessing greatest laugh- 
and-tear heart wallop in years and years. Box office swamped 
under heavy advance sale as critics heap superlative praise. 


Cheer up! You'll get it soon! 


“Throbbing elemental drama that thrusts 
straight to the heart of its audience. Brought 
appreciative applause from the first-night 
audience. One of the finest film bills the sea- 
son has seen—this or any other.” —Regina 
Crewe, N. Y. American 


**k * & * (four stars). You will shed tears... 
and you will laugh. There is a quality about 
it that makes it seem very real. Henrietta 
Crosman gives a fine performance.”—Kate 
Cameron, N. Y. Daily News 


**Women will love ‘Pilgrimage’. . . and men, 
too will find it thrilling, moving. Henrietta 
Crosman scored an exciting hit. Impressively 
told, brilliantly acted.”— Bland Johaneson, 
N. Y. Mirror 


Eloquent drama of tears and laughter... 
filled with sincerity and warmth. It is a tri- 
umph for Miss Crosman and Mr. Ford.” 
—A. D. S., New York Times 


— 


aes 


“There is every reason to believe that it will 
be successful. Henrietta Crosman plays with 
feeling and resource.’”’—Richard Watts, Jr., 
N. Y. Herald Tribune 


“A dignified and impressive document... 
Blends comedy with pathos. Handkerchiefs 
were very much in evidence.”—Rose Pelswick, 


N. Y. Evening Journal 


** Pilgrimage’ will win public. favor. The 
most effectively produced picture in town. 
Real pity. and humor.” —John S. Cohen, Jr., 
N. Y. Sun 


*‘A bang-up money attraction way out front. 
It’s a whiz of a woman’s picture... and 
anything but dusty for men as well.””—Red 
Kann, Motion Picture Daily 





“Fox has again hit its stride. Should prove 
entertaining to every type audience in every 
type community. We liked it a lot. You 
will too.”—Jack Alicoate, Film Daily 





kind. of hits FOX gives you for 1933-34! 














Bde. 





ee en eR ee 


Gabity, 





Rae PRY Fata 


oe Ne 


rf ap 


le air ee 


rie ae 


“bine, cow 9 




















' 
%: 4 
i 
se 
: 


e 


= 


pee aR ot 


——w- 


CET SLE 











34 VARIETY 


——<$— $$$ 


VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 


Tuesday, July 18, 1933 





— 








MUSIC HALL 


S. L. Rothafel (Roxy) himself in 
person gets the No. 1 billing as a 
member of the Music Hall's current 
stage show. It must have been 
Roxy who was responsible for the 
capacity attendance Thursday night. 
No explanation for the exceptional 
turnout apparent in the picture, 
‘Professional Sweetheart’ (Radio), 
nor is there anything else in the 
show on which the credit can be 
pinned. So Roxy himself must be 


accountable. 

Capacity attendance meant about 
6,000 people present Thursday eve- 
ning. And most of them there to 
see Roxy. It’s too bad the show 
this week is so poor. They prob- 
ably expected to see a typical Roxy 
presentation, and that would have 
been the logical thing. Instead, 
Roxy is giving them an hour and 
20 minutes of straight singing and 
little else, a long, uninspiring affair 
that lacks even the customary 
Roxy-Musie Hall spectacle. 

He’s best known for his produc- 
tion effects, yet this week, while 
showing himself in the flesh, Roxy 
uses one stage setting through the 
whole show, the first time that’s 
been done since the Music Hall 
opened. And a dull, sombre, life- 
less set at that. It’s a terraced 
bandstand in the regulation pic- 
ture house manner, its only advan- 
tage over the smaller presentation 
shows being in the lighting effects 
used for the snecialties down on the 
apron. 

Orchestra pit is covered over and 
becomes part of the stage this week. 
Rand is on the stage, high up in 


the rear. One level lower sits the 
singing chorus. In front of the staff 
singers, seated on chairs on the 


rostrum proper, are Roxy and His 
Gang. 

In all, the stage population at 
the opening seems to be around or 
over the 200 marks, not counting 
the ballet corps and Roxyettes, who 
arrive later to bring the number 
closer to 300. Considering the num- 
ber of participants and the staging 


‘facilities at hand, there’s extremely 


little entertainment provided at the 
Music Hall this week. 


Consuming most of the 80 min- 
utes’ stage running time are nine 
vocal specialties run off almost in 
succession and all through a mike. 
It may be of interest to the singers 
to attempt to out-sing each other, 
but after a while it doesn’t come 
under the heading of amusement for 
the customers. 


Following a lengthy dissertation, 
vocally and _ instrumentally, on 
‘Southern Symphony,’ which is re- 
plete with human piping, Beatrice 
Belkin starts off the specialties with 
a soprano solo. Harold Van Duzee, 
tenor, follows. Then Gladys Rice, 
soprano. At this point there’s the 
first break in the straight singing 
stretch; Patricia Bowman is on for 
a toe specialty. It’s not only an 
excellent offering by an exceptional 
artist, but refreshing as a pace 
changer. 

The song marathon'resumes when 
Miss Bowman flits off, Celia Branz, 
contralto, taking up the going where 
Miss Rice left off. She’s followed 
by Jan Pearec, tenor, and then more 
by Jan Pearce, tenor, and then more 


trio. There’s a slight interruption 
here, although the microphone 
doesn’t share in the audience’s 


luck, during which Miss Mickey Me- 
Kee, whistler, imitates various birds. 
And then some more singing, this 
time in French, by Claire Madjette, 
who is (don’t rush) a soprano. 


Finally the audience sees some- 
thing. The ballet corps enters for 
a hunting dance and exits after a 
brief exhibition in bright red 
jackets. What was needed at this 
point was a little more singing. So 
Viola Philo, the theatre’s leading 
songstress, and for a change a so- 
prano, appears. Then two comedy 
songs by Frank Moulan, old school 
comedian. It was a perfect spot 
for a comic if ever there was one, 
and Moulan had it tossed into his 
Jap. 

At this point two more singing 
items were scheduled, according to 
the program, but they were dropped 
from the performance caught. Somie- 
body figured there was too much 
singing, no doubt. 

Instcad, and at last, the Roxy- 
ettes finally showed up. After a 
whole hour of singing and practi- 
cally nothing else. They give the 
show its first sign of life, but it’s 
too late for their pert green cos- 
tumes, gold hats and usual perfect 
precision work to do much good. 

The finale is composed of—sing- 
jing. ‘The Misses Philo and Rice 
and Mr. Pearce reappear, along 
with Wee Willie Robyn, who walked 
over to the mike too soon and had 
to go back to his chair, and Ross 
Graham, and all backgrounded by 
the orchestra, the vocal chorus and 
the rest of the Gang. The two girl 
lines return in the same costumes 
to pose the number into a finish, the 
Roxyettes coming up on the or- 
chestra pit, which had previously 
dropped to carry them off the stage. 

Roxy does all the conducting, ex- 
cept during one number, when 
somebody else takes the baton. He 
never leaves the stage. But his 
most important assignment is the 
m.c. work, for which he, too, uses 


ene 


the mike. Roxy speaks to the cus- 
tomers like they were old friends. 
And makes himself at home by kiss- 
ing three of the flock of sopranos 
smack on the lips. Miss Bowman 
was set apart in a distinctive man- 
mer. Roxy kissed her hand. 

That’s all there is this week, the 
stage show, the picture and a news- 
reel. John S. Young, NBC an- 
nouncer who ushers on the Roxy 
Gang on the air, does the same 
thing here at the start of the show. 





Then he goes home. Bige. 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


Lots of stage show at the Cap 
this week, an obvious contra-bal- 
ance for ‘Midnight Mary’ (Metro) 
on the screen. As further cinematic 
bolstering, a Pete Smith short, ‘In- 
flation,’ is also added. But the 
stage show will have to save the 
week’s gross, if it can. 

Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey (New 
Acts) are the big bally. They're a 
radio piano team who, through a 
fortuitous combination of circum- 
stances, have come to some promi- 
nence in the past two months, but 
hardly enough to warrant the sen- 
sationalizing which Major Edward 
Bowes is attempting this week. 


Phil Spitalny is the first name to 
punctuate the printed program in 
bold lettering. He’s the summer 
season pit maestro—a quick return 
after a recent guest engagement— 
during Yascha Bunchuk’s vacation- 
ing abroad. Spitalny put it on big 
with an impressive overture, later 
lightening it up sufficiently with 
the aid of a male choral octet for 
‘Limestone Blues’ in somewhat dif- 
ferent musico-vocal presentation. 
Came Fred Keating as m.c. to 
pace the show. Keating somehow 
didn’t register as he should. He 
was all right in spots, but missed 
fire in others. After a big build-up, 
with comedy variations, by the 
Chester Hale Girls (40) on top of a 
trailer heralding him as Tallulah 
Bankhead’s leading man in ‘Forsak- 
ing All Others,’ the magician-m.c. 
came back in his original style of 
performing. “ 


He introduced Borrah Minevitch 
in connection with happy reminis- 
censes of the good ole days at the 
Palace (business of Keating cross- 
ing himself in memory thereof), 
whereupon the harmonica impre- 
sario and his rascals set to their 
novelty musical chores and tied up 
the show cold. They forced an en- 
core and incapacitated the rest of 
the lengthy show to the degree that 
they’ll probably be moved back to 
finale the show—or should. Mine- 
vitch has been around Broadway 
almost like a stock company, in and 
out of the Musical Hall, Paramount, 
State and now Capital, so that he’s 
by no-means an unknown quantity. 
But they sure went for him. What’s 
more, he has been on an NBC build- 
up for no little time, which has fur- 
ther familiarized his stuff. 


Keating on again with a pan on 
a cigaret account whose identity he 
left anonymous, possibly for legal 
reasons, as he rapped the ‘inferior’ 
product for its expose of magic and 
magicians. It makes for good show- 
manship, any way, in connection 
with the cigaret brand’s expose of 
the disappearing bird cage. Keat- 
ing submitted himself to audience 
search to prove the collapsible cage 
did not appear up his sleeves, as 
was set forth in the expose car- 
toons. Chesterfield received a posi- 
tive plug at the conclusion. 


Sims and Bailey in mid-section, 
then a corking routine by the Hale 
girls wherein the emerald and crim- 
son lights were utilized to good ef- 
fect. It was a concerted, rhythm 
number of exotic pattern and very 
$4 revue in its general manner of 
production, presentation and pre- 
cision, all very unusual considering 
the time limitations for picture- 
house preparation. 


Keating offset his good impres- 
sion in the bit with the box stooge 
and the colored kid stepper. Lat- 
ter missed fire during his innings, 
and the box stuff is still 100% 
Baker-Silvers (or Muldowney) and 
none others seem to get as much 
out of it. His pugilistic radio de- 
scription of -a Culbertson-Lenz 
bridge battle was a little better. 
Nonetheless, where are those Hol- 
lywood screen testers for Keating? 
He has plenty of possibilities as a 
male lead. The Bankhea@d legit run 


alone should be the convincer for 
his dramatic abilities. 
Ayres and Rene, with two un- 


billed male pards, were likewise ef- 
fective in their luminous paint terp 
stuff. The novelty of their act lies 
in the unseen adagio partner who 
accounts for the startling sus- 
pended-in-the-air effects as the girl 
is catapulted from one to another 
of her male partners. It’s a master- 
ful presentation, thoroughly show- 
manly and smart in not essaying 
any mystery. From the start the 
audience is let in on the ruse that 
an unseen adagioist attired in black 
tights and unseen against the pitch- 
dark background is responsible for 
the odd terp stuff. Act has been at 
the Cap only recently and its quick 
return will probably not be the last. 
It’s the last word in novelty for 
that sort of turn, with the highly 
colorful luminous paint effects fur- 
ther enhancing its sight value for 
a large auditorium, such as this. 


Abel 





STATE, N. Y. 


Primo Carnera (New Acts) is fill- 
ing up the State’s stage with his 
large gondolas this week as the 
closing turn of a six-act bill. He's 
in for $2,500 guarantee and a split 
with the house over $20,000. From 
opening day’s (Friday) business in- 
dications both Primo and the State 
should do all right. The new champ 
has a strong Italian draw in New 
York, plus general attractiveness 
due to his freakishness. 

With the Preem the State pre- 
sents a fair layout of acts and the 
UA picture, ‘I Cover the Water- 
front.’ In the vaude end a group 
of five standard turns keep things 
moving for Primo, who closes the 
show, with most of the dependence 
placed on Herman Timberg. Follow- 
ing his customary socko half hour 
or so in the next-to-closer, Timberg 
comes back to spar with Carnera. 
It’s done according to formula, but 
draws howls at the State. 

Bellet and Lamb are No. 2 and 
the Lee Twins and Co. third, mean- 
ing two ordinarily deucing turns 
in a row. The Lees were needed 
mostly for flash purposes, since the 
current bill is lacking in that de- 
partment outside of what the two 
girls and their six boys contribute, 
but the Lees should have been sec- 
ond, or even opening the show. The 
No. 3 spotting for them slows down 
the bill and doesn’t do the act any 
good, either. Serge Flash opens. 
Keller Sisters and Lynch, fourth 
with their always dependable har- 
mony singing, were booked in the 
State the week before, but had to 
cancel when their car emulated Joe 
Jackson’s bike in New Jersey. The 
girls drew a badly cut eye and loss 
of a whole set of molars, respective- 
ly. At the State Friday night, only 
a week after the accident, they 
didn’t act or sing like cripples. 
Makeup covered the scars. The 
audience didn’t know it, but their 
heavy applause for the act was a 
tribute to courage. y 
Timberg was in the moment he 
walked on, and stayed in all the 
way. On top of that he provided 
the only real entertainment merit 
of the Carnera turn in his comedy 
round with the champ. ° 
As part of the ballyhoo the State 
is trying to have some ring and 
other celebs in the house every eve- 


ning, roping off- some mezzanine 
seats for that purpose. Friday 
night’s bow-takers were Benny 


Leonard, Philadelphia Jack O’Brien 
and Harlem Tommy Murphy. Be- 
sides the pugs, Milton Berle showed 
up, too. Berle ran all the way down 
from the mezzanine and when 
reaching the stage did a seven- 
minute monolog, saying that if he 
knew he would be called on he'd 
have brought his mother. Berle had 
them yelling all the way, but he was 
taking a big chance—and for noth- 
ing. If this most promising of all 
young comedians continues to give 
it away too much and too often, 
there will come a time when he 
won't be able to sell it. Bige. 


HOLLYWOOD, L. A. 


Hollywood, July 14. 

In the build-up of Teddy Joyce, 
the Hollywood is gradually easing 
out of the vaude policy into presen- 
tation. Originally it was five acts 
of vaude. This week vaude is down 
to three acts, with the stage band 
and Joyce having considerable time 
ahead. Joyce, who didn’t do so well 
when he first came to the coast, has 
started to catch on and is giving 
promise of becoming a Hollywood 
fave. M.c has a lot on the ball, in- 
cluding a modest manner which 
helps him no end. 

Current presentation has Maxine 
Lewis,. hot warbler; Cynthia and 
Blois, tap dancers; Roy D’Arcy, 
former screen name, singing two 
numbers, and Florence Hin Low, 
12-year-old Chinese girl, who gives 
promise of becoming a sensational 
acrobatic dancer. Youngster has 
an engaging stage personality plus 
loads of ability. She tied the show 
in a knot, with D’Arcy having a 
tough time following her. 

Former picture actor is still flash- 
ing the teeth. While he is not over- 
board on talent, he is not too ag- 
gressive, and manages to give a 
fair account of himself with the two 
songs. Miss Lewis goes to town 
with two low-down numbers to start 
the presentation. She gets it away 
to good results. Cynthia and Blois, 
femme tappers, just fill in in order 
to give Joyce a chance to step. M.c. 
later does a pip of a snakehips rou- 
tine that also stops the show. If 
he continues to work as he has done 
in his first three weeks, Joyce 
should stay at this house for some 
time. 





Vaude opens with Inez and 
Dewyn, vet control acrobats, who 
give the show a good start. Frank 


De Voe follows, singing three num- 
bers. He is well received, but works 
on the blue side. Willock and Car- 
son, hoke comedy chatter team, 
next. Boys have a fast line of gags 
that have the mat customers crying 
for more. They encore with an imi- 
tation of Laurel and Hardy, which 
gets them off to a strong hand. 
Talent this week is considerably 
better than the house has had here- 
tofore. Budget is also the highest 
for the house, running «lightly over 
$2,000, but the investment pays, 
with business strong on the second 
day of the show despite raps at the 





feature, ‘Baby Face’ (WB). Call. 





— 





NEWSREELS 











EMBASSY 


spot news there is very 
Runoff Satur- 
day afternoon had itself skimmed 
down to an even hour, with the 
procession of clips looming as 95% 
magazine and the balance news- 
paper. Editors must have been 
hard put. filling out the stretch this 
week and the frequent dull spots 
show it. 

To the dropper-in seeking the 
latest off the hot news griddle there 
was little else to tense the optics 
about other than the Canadian ad- 
vent of the Italian armada. Like 
the Translux, they had here the 
Lindy flyoff to the Arctic wastes 
and the Amelia Earhart arrival, 
only Fox unreeled more of each. 
Drawing out of the interview be- 
tween the aviatrix and her spouse, 
George Palmer Putnam, had its ad- 
vantage here in that it gave a 
curious sidelight on the Earhart 
charm, sharpened by a keen mind, 
plus a truly retiring nature. 

Interlude immediately following 
the Balbo strip was accorded to 
President Roosevelt’s tapping a 
button for the inauguration of 
building activities on the $70,000,000 
span from ’Frisco to Oakland and 
saying a few words in description 
thereof. Tagged on to this was a 
flash from the very spot showing 
Herbert Hoover bestowing his good 
wishes and Governor Rolph digging 
up some of the first dirt on the 
job amid the kidding of friendly on- 
lookers. Twist here obviously made 
for livelier treatment than Pathe 
gave the event at the Translux. On 
the tail of this came Sec. of In- 
terior Ickes with an enlightening 
spiel on how his board of special 
works is going about spending the 
$3,300,000,000 appropriated by Con- 
gress. 

Oddest quirk of human interest 
on the Embassy bill, which had its 
counterpart (Par) at the Translux, 
grandma beauty parade and contest 
at Steeplechase Park, with the win- 
ner a lassie of 74 years. Display 
of these figures distorted by age, 
etc., was certainly no treat to the 
eye, and the thing as a whole 
showed how deep they'll dip for 
the sake of exploitation, but since 
for the newsreels it’s only been an 
open season for freaks, regardless 
of whatever might be the dictates 
of good taste, it must be okay. 
One clip had the Prince of Wales 
opening three bridges in one with 
the combination of events giving 
royalty a chance to unlimber a 
nifty. According to the photog- 
raphy it must have been an almost 
impenetrably foggy day when the 
prince went about wielding the 
shears. 

Hearst end of the amalgamation 
here brought in Senator Copeland 
for the anti-racketeer angle, with 
the statesman using no weasel 
words in his description of the situ- 
ation and making special note of 
the McConnell kidnapping, up Al- 
bany way. Clip had a trailer with 
the kidnaped lad’s superior officer 
in the National Guard excoriating 
the crime as an affront to the 
army. Translux didn’t go without 
this same bit. 

Embassy touched on the out of 
the depression trend with a say-so 
by Roger Babson and a bit show- 
ing logs up in the Northwest on 
their way to the mills. That last 
looked very much library. Fox went 
the combined bunch at the Trans- 
lux one better with a showing of 
Jimmy Mattern’s mother and her 
expression of happiness at hearing 
of the aviator’s safety. Hers was 
a surefire camera personality and 
an impressive performance. 

- Of the odds and ends from abroad 
the Germany clips, as usual, went 


of hot 
little here this week. 


TRANSLUX 


Display of a Mickey Mouse poster 
on the outside must have been re- 
sponsible for the goodly percentage 
of kids here Saturday afternoon. 
Case of the youngsters spotting the 
thing as they stroll by with the 
parent or parents and dragging 
them toward the box office. Per- 
haps here’s an angle that the house 
could make better capital of, with 
the fact of being on the right side 
of the street for the uptown subway 
arrivals all to its advantage. 

Compared to the Embassy they 
did a neater bit of editing and dove- 
tailing of their newsclips here, al- 
though in neither spot were there 
any spot news shots to get excited 
about. Both houses gave the arrival 
off Labrador of the Italian air fleet 
lead attention, with Hearst Metro- 
tone going the Translux (Pathe) 
one better and putting on Gen. 
Balbo for a speech of greeting in 
his native tongue, a supplementary, 
however, that could hardly tickle 
anybody but his fellow countrymen 
and those who understand the lingo. 
In either instance the cameramen 
did a creditable piece of air and 
scenic photography. 

In addition to Mickey (‘Mickey’s 
Pal Pluto’), the bill spaced the 
news parade with a travelog, ‘Dan- 
gers of the Arctic,’ which dragged 
through close to 35 minutes of dim 
photography, and a Vitaphone reel, 
‘That’s the Spirit,’ exploiting the 
hot dansapation of the Noble Sissle 
combo. Way they spliced them in 
here made for deft balancing with 
the news items. 

Pathe has pretty much of the 
running this week. Immediately 
following the Balbo reception up 
Canada way there’s the Lindberghs 
shown taking off for that near- 
Arctic airlane charting romp and 
the arrival of Amelia Earhart at the 
Newark field from a_ transconti- 
nental spin. 

From this point Pathe proceeds to 
give ’em a flash of the encounter 
between the National and American 
league stars in Chicago for charity’s 
sake, a spiel by the navy command- 
er who's slated to join Jan Picard 
for the stratosphere experiment, an 
exciting motorcycle race over in 
England, with the daredevils spill- 
ng themselves, a Cincinnati diving 
horse and an installment from the 
newsreeler’s anti-racket campaign 
in which former War Sect. Patrick 
J. Hurley does the calling to arms. 
Same company takes the next three 
clips, in which President Roosevelt 
and his predecessor, Herbert Hceo- 
ver, from either end of the country 
participate in the inaugural of the 
construction of the Frisco-to-Oak- 
land span and an interview with 
Gen. Hugh Johnson, the latter tell- 
ing of the results to date of the 
emergency recovery act. 

Pathe also does well by the Yale- 
Harvard-Washington-Cornell rowe- 
ing event. Paramount comes 
through with the conferring of the 
title of honorary fire chief on Ed 
Wynn at the World’s Fair by Rufus 
Dawes, which turns out a niftier 
case of editing than the Fox clip at 
the Embassay and makes for a 
heartier laugh. Universal’s best 
constituted an Indian powwow in 
Flagstaff, Ariz. 

Business Saturday 
somewhat beter than fair. 


afternoon 
Odec. 





—— 


in heavy for arms, tinhats and the 
goosestep, while the French cone 
tribution offered a bunch of kids 
making orchestral whoopee with a 


flock of resourcefully odd instru- 
ments. 
Saturday’s early mat business 
somewhat better than fair. Odec. 
— 





PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, July 14. 

Business continues to be good at 
the Palace. Outlook for a profitable 
summer is cheerful. But were the 
boys worried a month ago! 

Current offering is Constance 
Bennett in ‘Bed of Roses’ (Radio), 
plus Al Trahan, Hal Leroy, Edwin 
Cc. Hill, Heller and Riley, and the 
Kanazawa Troupe. It makes a good 
show except for Hill. This radio 
news commentator made_ people 
squirm in their seats as his gabby 
and rambling remarks seemed in- 
terminable. He got more applause 
before starting than after ending, 
and that’s very little at either end. 


It might be well for somebody to 
boldly hint that newspapermen in 
the buik and with practically no 
exceptions make awful entertain- 
ers on a vaudeville stage. And 
especially in a town as indifferent 
to journalistic personalities as is 
Chicago. Of course, somebody may 
up and chirp that Hill is a radio 
celebrity. The answer to which is, 
should a good show be spoiled for 
the sake of a limited, at best, radio 
following, few of whom are prob- 
ably Palace-minded? 


There is also the question of 
Hill’s use of a vaudeville stage to 
spread what is sheer Hearst edi- 
torial propaganda. Hill doesn’t re- 





port news, he colors it, and his re- 


‘marks about matters of foreign pol- 


, 


icy are frankly jingoistic and sabre- 
tattling. It takes a long bridge to 
connect Hill’s presence on a vaude- 
ville stage with the primal function 
of the varieties to provide popular 
entertainment, 

Trahan and the lovely recipient 
of his spankings, Yukona Cameron, 
were, of course, the comedy heart 
and guts of the bill, although George 
Riley, deucing, did well on the gig- 
gles, too. Riley and Trahan hemmed 
in Hill. In a speech Riley said it 
was three years since he and Helen 
Heller had played Chicago. 

Seven nimbie Nipponese, the 
Kanazawa Troupe, opened the show 
and well. Hal Leroy and his three 
youthful associates closed it, and 
smashingly. . This 20-year-old dis- 
ciple of complete relaxation in terp- 
sichore improves with acquaint- 
ance, His reception was surprising 
in view of the fact that his musical 
production appearances have been 
confined to Manhattan. No reason 
why Leroy can’t tell a gag if he 
wants to, but he should talk louder 
and punch dialog stronger. Mean- 
while in his own department his 
dancing has the freedom and. solid 
impact of a swift-flowing river. 

Barbara McDonald and Dorothy 
Dare, both cute, and the caliph of 
the clarinet, young Ray Baird, com- 
bine with Leroy to build a turn 
combining youthfulness with solid 





merit. Palace orchestra came upon 
the stage to background the turn. 
Land, 
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PALACE, N. Y. 


The poor ole Palace looked very 
poor at the opening show Saturday, 
but with the weather continuing to 
break bad for week-ending they 
trickled in so that the second show 
was assured of a better quorum than 
the first frolic. Anyway, five acts 
and a picture, ‘Bed of Roses’ (Ben- 
nett) isn’t bad value at 35c if you 


come early enough Saturdays. 


The five acts are variety if not 
particularly well laid out. But with 
vaudeville what it is these days, one 
wonders little, seemingly, about 
laying out shows. If they get five 
acts together that promise some- 
thing, that’s good enough, for often 
the Palace hasn’t known where its 
next headliner would come from 
without having to repeat Ray Bol- 
ger again. 

Tom Howard enjoys the dubious 
distinction of headliner this week. 
A block down Broadway the State 
has the Herman Timbergs and a 
flock of other standard names, not 
to mention that the State also has 
Primo Carnera over all. No ques- 
tion about a freak draw there. 


Mann, Robinson and Martin (New 
Acts, brave folks!) lead off. Helen 
Lynd is No. 2. Miss Lynd was only 
recently at the Capitol, further up 
Broadway. She’s a_ nice-looking 
blonde in a nice slinking gown, 
which is half her battle. She con- 
tribs the other 50% with a special 
opening, ‘Oh, Mr. Cazzaza’ and some 
catch-as-catch ‘impressions of 
Chevalier, ZaSu Pitts (those awk- 
ward hands have suddenly thrust 
take-off fame on the screen come- 
dienne) and Mae West. In toto, 
very nice for No. 2. 

Tom Howard, foiled by George 
Shelton and Harry Tighe and a cou- 
ple of other stooges, offers ‘The 
Holdup’ scene in the trey. Good 
quota of laffs. 

Don Zelaya, vet vaude pianolo- 
gist, suggests some real old-school 
vaudeville showmanship with his 
biological exposition on music. He 
has a chart to illustrate how various 
moods of music affect the spine, the 
spleen, the heart, throat, mind, etc. 
The canny Zelaya, a corpulent, good- 
humored roly-poly personality, gets 
down to some intimate fundamen- 
tals when taking his audience into 
confidence on the evolution of vaude- 
ville. He preludes this by rapping 
the Passaic muggs who. greet 
Chopin with a Bronx cheer and by 
referring to the Lou Holtz school of 
Palace comedy; employing, how- 
ever, the barnyard synonym which 
colloquially describes that recently 
new penchant in comedy business. 

No question about Zelaya’s free- 
dom of expression. But somehow 
his personality offsets the rough- 
ness of his address, further fortified 
by a basic artistry on the keyboard 
which he has previously demon- 
strated with a classical piece. The 
Don also goes in for quite a little 
torso-tossing as example of what 
he means in the line of spinal music. 
Whatever captiousness may arise, 
no question about Zelaya’s show- 
manship and commendable progres- 
sion in carrying his straight piano 
stuff into more valuable territory 
as a comedian. 

Maurice Colleano Family closed. 
Good variety throughout. Some day 
some legit revue will ‘discover’ the 
Colleanos for a production. They 
can do most anything, with their 
basic circus stuff now held in back- 
ground as they clown their way up 
to that point. Maurice is the Harpo 
Marx of the family and, as the solo 
stellar billing would suggest, the 
bulwark of the act. A couple of the 
sisters, however, are more than 
averagely adept in contortive and 
toe dancing opportunities. The 
straight of the family likewise bol- 
sters his end of the foiling. Abel. 





CENTURY, BALTO. 


Baltimore, July 14. 

Line-up of standard names here 
for the show currently, making it 
a strong vaude bill from all angles. 
It brings, however, one new act into 
vaudeville. That’s the Stonewall 
Trio (New Acts), a male three- 
some that had its first taste of show 
business about three months ago in 
an amateur show and talent hunt 
staged by Benny Davis. Boys have 
been waiting their chance since that 
time, and this week secured their 
Opportunity and are cinching them- 
selves in their home town in the 
deuce spot. getting receptions, en- 
cores and everything that goes to 
make it a gala occasion. 

In contrast to the neophyte stuff 
the Show displays an array of old- 
timers with such grown-up acts 
as Pat Rooney and Pat Rooney III, 
Harriet Hoctor and the Norman 
Thomas Quintette. Thomas has in- 
stituted no drastic changes in his 
routine, but the Rooneys and Miss 
Hoctor have seen fit to make sey- 
eral switches. 

Pat Rooney has tossed out the 
moth-eaten raccoon coats and huge 
chunks of dialog. What is left is 
a great portion of hoofing and a 
couple of lines. ‘Rosie O’Grady’ is 
still here and the back-to-back. 
father and son dancing routine of 
that song is still one of the big mo- 
ments in vaudeville. It’s got that 
human touch that makes it a mas- 
terpiece, apart from the showman- 
Ship and performance itself. 

Harriet Hoctor is concentrating 
her talents on an impeession titled 





the ‘Raven,’ by Baltimore’s own 
Edgar Allen Poe. It’s all plenty 
solemn and serious, with an an- 
nouncement over the p.a. system 
and a request that the audience re- 
main as quiet as possible since 
much of the routine is done without 
musical accompaniment. 

It’s a nifty piece of dancing, since 
Miss Hoctor couldn't do a bad 
dance; but it’s a shame that Miss 
Hoctor had to cut out the ‘Rhap- 
sody in  Blue’- number,’ which, 
though often imitated, is still a 
knockout routine. For the legit 
stage or the concert hall the ‘Raven’ 
is unbeatable, but in vaude the 
faster and more familiar tempo of 
the ‘Rhapsody’ would seem prefer- 
able. 

Miss Hoctor opens with a ballet 
number and demonstrates what 
grace is all about. In between the 
Long Brothers, three hoofers, oblige 
with a rhythm number, making it 
stand out by the rather slow tempo. 

Opening the show is the DeLong 
Trio, three girls doing strength and 
contortion acrobatics. Among the 
better line of femme acrobats, the 
girls look very well, work smoothly 
and with easy timing that builds 
the turn right along. 

Then the Stonewall Trio, some- 
what nervous, but across nicely on 
their home lot. Boys are using the 
mike and sticking to radio tech- 
nique, which will place them under 
a handicap if they intend to remain 
in vaude. If it’s vaude they want, 
should break away now from that 
mechanical aid and learn to stand 
out there and sell it direct. Did 
four songs, ranging from hill billy 
to pop and all oke. 

Harriet Hoctor and the Rooneys 
followed in that order, and were 
trailed by the Thomas Quintette, 
closing. Fastest act seen in this 
town in months. 

‘Baby Face’ (WB) on the screen. 
— fair at the first show Fri- 
ay. 


RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, July 14. 

An improvement over last week, 
current stage show at this house 
has Jane and Katherine Lee to sell, 
as well as a fair amount of enter- 
tainment. Horace Heidt band, al- 
ternating between pit and stage, 
does 20 minutes of pleasing musical 
numbers and specialties. Rest of 
the show consists of a half-hour of 
vaude, four acts participating. 

Seven Stars, dance flash, opens 
acceptably, contributing tempo and 
some average hoofing. Second act, 
Ross and Crandell, is also a dance 
turn, mixing tap work with comedy 
piano-playing. The two boys need 
more polish and a tighter routine. 

Lee girls have smart comedy 
business and put across several vo- 
cal numbers, getting good applause 
turns, but just miss furnishing the 
amount of effective comedy and 
laughter that is needed to balance the 
bill, a difficult trick with a four-act 
show. 

Heidt could improve his combo’s 
efforts by cutting down on his talk, 
especially since he delivers from a 
platform over the pit—just out of 
range of the mikes. 

Band is preceded by some top- 
notch acrobatics by the Cachalots, 
youthful trio who specialize in high 
balancing. Business stronger at 
the opening, with the Constance 
Bennett picture, ‘Bed of Roses’ 
(Radio), doing some drawing. 

Leny. 





CHICAGO 


Chicago, July 14. 

Usual galaxy of vaudeville acts 
surrounded by the usual house 
drapes and the usual house ballet, 
preceded by Joe Cherniavsky’s over- 
ture, followed by ‘Baby Face’ (WB), 
the picture that the censors banned 
entirely one week and passed un- 
scarred the next in another one of 
those mysteries of the department 
of public morals. 

Donald Novis in large chelten- 
ham, and Ritz Brothers, a late book- 
ing, in the same size. Jack Powell 
a little bigger than Frances Faye, 
Sunny O'Dea, and the Evans Girls. 
Announcements over the P.A. sys- 
tem announced the acts in vaude 
sequence. 

Miss O'Dea is the vivid blonde 
girl dancer who appeared with the 
Paul Whiteman-Jack Pearl road 
show at the Oriental. Frances I"aye 
with a Mae West bellow musically 
pummelled a variety of selections 
in minor keys. She plays a green 
piano and sings blue. Her lowdown 
style seems likely to result in in- 
creasing fame, but she needs steer- 
ing and development to make the 
most out of what she’s got. She 
did well at the Chicago and im- 
pressed as likely to do proportion- 
ately better as the size of the the- 
atres shrink. 

Jack Powell's disciplined drum- 
sticks ratatatted him across solidly. 
Novis was liked, and so were the 
Ritz Brothers with, however, the 
qualifying report on the trio that 
their present, and apparently new, 
routine is by all odds their least | 
successful effort in years. A great 
deal of their present material pan- 
cakes. Opening bit in Roman togas 
and the long drawn-out Jeckyll and 
Hyde scene were sub-standard for 
the boys. 

Business good as it has been for 
several weeks now. Land. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


This Roxy new type of show is 
crystallizing into a type, meaning 
that they’ve found out the trick 
of making a little look like a whole 


lot at a scale that tops at 55c for 
all evenings and as low as three jits 
for the kids any old time. It’s a 
simple system, but here made high- 
ly effective. 

Special situation helps a lot. The 
house has a vast storehouse of ma- 
terials. If they need a fan number 
—and they usually do—it’s just a 
matter of making a requisition out 
on the custodian. Likewise, there is 
at hand an infinitude of stock set- 
tings, adaptable to almost any use 
with minor alterations. 

They bouok in a small list of turns 
and blend them into a production 
flash that looks important. A good 
deal of skill goes into the process. 
They use a capital trick frequently, 
that of building a whole perform- 
ance around a single personality, 
which changes weekly. This week 
it’s Gertrude Niesen, Columbia 
Broadcasting contralto. 

Girl looks well on the stage and 
has an engaging footlight manner, 
added to one of those natural torch 
voices with a sympathetic quality 
in the low registers, the vocal trick 
that’s the whole works in this type 
of warbling. CBS is said to regard 
Miss Niesen as an ace prospect, and 
has been building her for several 
months. She is revealed here as an 
unusually personable stage  per- 
former, with an agreeable manner, 
a neat trick of mild dancing and 
handling of talk, besides doing a 
first rate song impression of Lupe 
Velez, dialect and_ ali. Dave 
Schooler gave valuable assistance to 
her buildup. 

Gae Foster line girls make a fair- 
ly lively opening, doing a comedy 
Florodora ensemble with a_ back- 
ground of the Washington arch, 
idea being to supply a gay ‘90's at- 
mosphere, with the girls in bustles 
and comedy get-up, a _ historical 
miscue but lively in a hoke way. 

Seiler and Wills, young mixed 
dance double in to lead the stepping 
for an oke climax, and drop flies to 
reveal the stage band set out on an 
everdone floral bower setting. 
Schooler takes charge, with a brisk 
intro for Ted and Al Waldman, male 
team in blackface doing musical 
specialty and peddling crossfire, to- 
gether with a few old-timers like 
the musical saw. Mild turn, but 
made effective here and for this 
clientele by the Schooler buildup and 
a finish with a trick harmonica duet 
as an obbligato to the stage band, 
Schooler working with the turn for 
full effects A small-time built to 
the limit by surroundings. 

Band goes into one of those: con- 
tests to find the hottest player, 
serving as intro for Bobby Gilbert 
and his ‘talking violin,’ Schooler 
again supplying incidental byplay 
that strengthens the turn. 

Specialty session for Seiler and 
Wills, with Bert Milton, pair doing 
first-rate comedy acro steps and 
girl topping it off with sensational 
control steps mixed with rhythmic 
ground tumbling involving twisting 
splits from forward somersaults. 
Altogether a fast and engaging dis- 
play. 

Into Miss Niesen’s session, which 
is made to blend into the finale by 
carrying her encore number along 
for a climactic effect. Finish en- 
semble has a Hindu temple back- 
ground, with the line girls in 
Oriental dress and wearing double- 
faced masks. Dance maneuvers are 
interrupted by a novelty Javanese 
dance specialty by Sanami and Mi- 
chi, mixed pair of Orientals, who 
get curiously interesting effects out 
of arm drills, girl standing unseen 
behind man, making it seem as 
though the Buddha temple figure 
had four arms. Light effects are 
nicely handled here to emphasize 
weird atmosphere. 

Back again to ‘Isn’t It Heavenly,’ 
with Miss Niesen singing through 
an offstage mike for the curtain. 
Show runs around 45 minutes and 
holds up nicely. Feature is ‘Best 
of Enemies’ (Fox). Attendance at 
this Friday night opening fair. 

Rush. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, July 13. 

Main portion of this week’s stage 
fare is devoted to the ‘Laff Clinic,’ 
a KHJ program sponsored by a local 
gasoline, but it takes a pair of col- 
ored boys, doing cross-fire chatter 
and who are spotted next-to-closing 
as insurance in case the air portion 
doesn’t hit so hard, to wow the 
audience. The pair, billed as Bud 
Harris and Co., are new to the coast, 
although they’ve been playing the 
act east for two years. 

Show is too long by 20 minutes 
at the initial performance, running 
78 minutes. Trimming should be 
done in the air aggregation’s end. 
Latter is acceptable, but it’s all ear 
entertainment, and plenty of the 
gags trip up on their long white 
beards. Wilbur Hall m.c’s deftly, 
and Brown and Lavelle, also from 
vaude, carry off top honors among 
the ether entertainers. A blackface 
team, the Alabama Eskimos; Aunt 
Cary Bodkin, bucolic type, and 
Clem Clisby, ditto, contribute vari- 
ous brands of comedy chatter, some 
of it garnering laughter. Ruth Hol- 





loway and a quartet, well equipped 


vocally, bat across a medley of airs 
from ‘Desert Song’ to strong re- 
turns. 

Bud Harris turn cashes in on one 
bit of psychology. Boys are colored 
and base most of their humor on 
that fact, the pot calling the kettle 
black. Mutual insults are clever, 
and remainder of their material is 
also new to local ears. Boys do a 
scrap of hoofing, warbling and 
pianistics, winding up by introduc- 
ing a young hoofer who taps to 
town in Gatling-gun fashion. 
Fanchon & Marco have provided 
three neat production numbers, 
opening with a jingle bell routine 
that is will rehearsed and novel. 
Parade number utilizing the Indian 
costumes from ‘Whoopee’ and a 
stilt closer are the other two. 

Rube Wolf and the band click 

with a medley of Russian airs, 
and Max Lerner Tas returned and 
again gets across with his vocal 
solo. He seems afraid to wander 
an inch from the mike and should 
get a little movement into his work, 
but otherwise keeps building ap- 
plause each week. 
Paramount seems to be drawing 
at openings no matter what the 
picture. Patrons at matinees are 
more of the sober, steady, substan- 
tial type than the typical flapper, 
idler or drop-in to be expected. 
Lower floor filled at 2 p.m. Picture, 
‘Mamma Loves Papa,’ although 
without name draws, well sold in 
advance with added and out-of-the- 
rut advertising. Leny. 


LIBERTY, PORTLAND 


Portland, Ore., July 12. 


Evergreen Libefty’s new vaude 
policy is getting attention. First 
bill opened with Les Keliors, nov- 
elty acrobats. First half of the act 
has nothing outstanding in modern 
tumbling. Mixed team then appears 
in full stage old-time sawdust set- 
ting, doing acrobatics of 30 years 
ago. Wardrobe and routine is also 
old style, getting laughs and ap- 
plause. This man and woman act 
starts mildly but builds up to a 
good finish, including flag waving. 

Followed by Johnny Romero, 
billed as a dancer and comic. Seve- 
ral dance numbers are clever and 
original, but the comedy, while not 
good, manages to die young. 

Four Gobs follow in ‘one.’ Good 
singing quartet with some comedy 
that gets over. Spirituals in sailor 
wardrobe sound strange, but their 
‘Jerusalem in the Morning’ puts the 
act over. Well received. 


Fred Pisano and Co. keep up a 
good comedy pace, built around the 
idea of a femme crossing against a 
traffiC signal. The act held atten- 
tion and went over strong. 


Moret and Erita Trio have the 
closing spot, a good dance act, with 
Spanish and ballroom numbers, but 
not suitable for closing. Mildly re- 
ceived at the show caught, but this 
probably is not a heavy applause 
getting act, anyway. Would have 
had a better break elsewhere on 
the bill. 


Vaude at the Liberty clicked 
mightily first week and has no com- 
petish in the burg. Looks per- 
manent if kept up to the general 
calibre of this opening bill. 





PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


It was the booking by Publix of 
Burns and Allen this week that sup- 
posedly caused the disintegration of 
a circuit agreement in New York on 
salaries. The B. & A. team sold 
Publix on $3,500 a week, twice the 
figure the circuits had agreed upon. 

Unquestionably, it's Burns and 
Allen that lift the new stage show 
to a plane this week that makes the 
feature of secondary importance 
and strong enough in itself, both on 
entertainment and probably on 
draw, to get the house by safely re- 
gardless of ‘Disgraced’ (Par). Fea- 
ture, boasting Helen Twelvetrees at 
the top of the cast, is passable 
amusement, but that’s about all. 

‘Gracie Allen’s Revue’ is what 
Boris Morros tags his new unit 
around the comedy vaude-air-film 
combination, with nearly every- 
thing intentionally wrong in con- 
sonance with Miss Allen’s stage 


character. As worked out, produced 
and routined, the result becomes 
good fun, dotted here and there 


with legit vaudeville of reasonably 
good value. 

While there on strength as well 
as length, the 61 minutes the stage 
remains lighted is a trifle long re- 
gardless of the seeming tendency of 
Broadway deluxe houses to fill out 
time more with rostrum endeavors. 
Just where the new show here 
could be advantageously cut, how- 
ever, would present a problem to 
both Morros and his producer, Bob 
Alton. 

It could come easiest in connec- 
tion with the Cardini and James 
Melton spots on the show. After 
Cardini has done his regulation 
vaude routine, the bit with Burns 
and Allen where latter try to show 
Cardini me tricks, partly legit 
and partly for laughs, could be for- 
gotten about. It doesn’t add much 
to either the Cardini showing or to 
the unit. 

Melton is on in ‘one’ at first, do- 
ing a couple of numbers, then in- 
cepts by song a dance production 
interlude with the girls and Mitzi 
Mayfair, Melton returning for the 
finish. This portion of the outlay 
is beautifully done and adds much 
to the general entertainment value 
of the proceedings, but some of the 
material later on with Melton di- 
recting the band could be culled out. 
He’s brought back after B. & A. 
have done their next-to-closing 
chores, with curtains up on the 
stage instrumental crew. While 
with B. & A. back to clown witk 
Melton and gags issuing forth, Mel- 
ton and George Burns alternating 
as straights for dumb Gracie, the 
comedy returns are good, there is 
still room for trimming . 

In the fore part of the unit, after 
Mitzi Mayfair has been on in her 
tricky limber - legged specialty, 
Burns and Allen give themselves a 
bad start with some material that 
is anything but up to their stand- 
ard. The talk around making cof- 
fee, pimento cheese and other stuff 
is much below par. What helps to 
save this interlude partially is 
Gracie’s sister in the person of a 
hefty lass who plays for greater 
dumbness than Miss Allen. 

In the big production number 
with Melton and the dancing en- 
semble, latter on toes this time in 
an effective dervish, Miss Mayfair 
is responsible for an acrobatic waltz 





RKO GOLDEN GATE 


San Francisco, July 12. 


Booking of Cecil and Sally of 
radio goes to prove that any radio 
act on the stage is an unknown 
quantity. In this case ‘x’ instead of 
denoting the mysterious amount 
marks the spot. For Cecil and 
Sally aren’t clicking. 


They’re the boy and girl radio 
duo who were one of the first Coast 
acts to get into the sponsorship 
gravy. Currently transcriptions are 
their forte, local broadcasting going 
out on KYA. Few months ago 
Johnny Patrick (Cecil) went into 
show business, writing the play, 
producing, directing and starring in 
it, and also putting up the dough. 
It was regretful, for it cost him 
about $7,500 after one week in Oak- 
land and two at the long-darkened 
President here. 


The first night’s show drew less 
than half capacity downstairs, while 
the cheaper seats upstairs were but 
fair. 


Act is the first sketch the Gate 
has had since the good ole Orpheum 
days. It runs 45 minutes and is a 
condensation of the previous ill- 
fated Cecil and Sally vehicle. Cast 
includes four radio characters. It’s 
all pretty much ho-hum stuff. 


Preceding the ether opus are two 
vaude turns, Roy and Sunny Zas- 
tro, aided by the Eugene Twins, 
opening the show with an okay 
dance act. Stroud Twins follow 
with their familiar nonchalant chat- 
ter. 3runo Weiss Trio follow the 
sketch with excellent acrobatic and 
perch work. 
Closing is Lee 
Heidt’s band, though why it’s still 
denoted as Heidt’s band is a mys- 
tery known only to RKO. Heidt 
hasn't been here for several months. 
Fleming has been doing an okay | 
job as batonist, and the organiza- 
tion is versatile and capable. 
Picture was ‘Tomorrow at Seven’ | 





(Radio). Bock. | 


Fleming and} 


that jibes nicely with the general 
tenor of the scene. 

Cardini is up ahead of Melton. 
Sleight -of-hand performer, as 
smooth as they come, with his cards 
and cigarets makes a fine showing, 
vieing with anyone else on the bill 
for applause detonations Friday 
night. 

What to do for the finale, with 
everything going screwy for Gracie, 
results in an appropriate and laugh- 
ful finish, with curtains not com- 
ing down when they should, then 
too far, etc. The clowning with 
other members on the show being 
spotted for instrumental work with 
Gracie for a band number a little 
overdone and not so hot, either, in 
a comedy way. 

If the Friday night business, 
which was excellent, is any cri- 
terion, the house ought to have a 
good week, justifying Publix and 
Boris Morros in the cost of the cur- 
rent stage show against the pic- 
ture’s chances to keep’ theatre 
safely out of the red. 

In addition to the regular unit, 
the pit is lorded over by the kid 
prodigy, Jackie Held, also known as 
Tiny Toscannini. He batons the 
crew through ‘Merry Wives of 
Windsor’ and, while apparently 
knowing his music, the band itself 
seems deader than usual. Topping, 
young Held does a short piano solo, 
making a better impression at the 
ivories, Char. 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


They’re giving the customers a 





new deal here this week. Four acts 
instead of the usual five. Perhaps 
the length of ‘Hell Below’ (Metro) 
accounts for the shortage in the 
stage deck, but the four acts they 
did trot out Saturday night seemed 
pretty honky-dory from the general 
payee viewpoint, 

There wasn’t much class about 


| the bill, and there were few gags 


deriving from the talk portions of 
the conglomeration that were funny 


(Continued on page 47) 
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‘INFLATION’ 
Pete Smith 
10 Mins. 
Capitol, N. Y. 
Metro 

Timely comedy short of polly- 
anna builder-uppering pattern, de- 
signed as a convincer for the mass 
mind that happy days are here 
again. Pete Smith, in his usual 
high-caliber sense of comedy values 
punctuates the unreeling of this 
single-reeler with fitting witticisms 
on the recent economic vicissitudes 
of the nation to illustrate what the 
increased purchasing power of the 
more-difficult-to-earn dollar has 
meant to general industry. 

There are some silent shots of a 
pseudo-economic authority who 
looks dignified enough to be con- 
vincing but he does not move his 
lips. Instead, his graphs — very 
rough and readily understandable 
by anybody—are used by Smith as 
illustrations of the post-1929 de- 
pression, 

The analogy of present-day re- 
covery to post-Civil War days’ 
boom times is dwelt upon, along 
with sporadic shots of what in- 
creased steel production, for ex- 
ampie, does to make the worker’s 
dollar circulate around more. It’s 
all of the Hearst school of faith- 
in-America pattern. 

Zion Myers directed the physical 
assemblage of clips, but Pete Smith 
is the audible and unofficial star of 
Metro’s celluloid contribution to the 
exposition of what this here infla- 
tion thing means. 

It’s all done in a very light and 
highly optimistic vein, with a 
‘Happy Days Are Here Again’ mu- 
sical finale as President Roosevelt's 
likeness is flashed upon the screen. 

Abel. 


ROMANTIC MELODIES 

(Arthur Tracy) 

Betty Boop Cartoonic 

10 Mins. 

Rivoli, New York 
Paramount 


This an oldie under a 1932 copy- 
right and the former Par-Publix 
corporate ownership but seemingly 
just released. It’s a hybrid Betty 
Boop-Max and Dave Fleischer car- 
toonic with Arthur Tracy (Street 
Singer) dovetailed in to warble the 
‘Romantic Melodies.’ There’s trade- 
marked Fleischer ‘bouncing ball’ 
and the superimposed lyrics for the 
audience gang song stuff when 
Tracy is doing the legit vocalizing. 

Against this is the cartoonized 
Dutch band and Betty Boop. That 
precedes Tracy’s major section. 

It’s just another of those shorts 
meaning little all around and, so far 
as Tracy’s professional longevity is 
concerned, a liability. Tracy, un- 
fortunately, is one of those individ- 
uals who listens better in the ab- 
stract than he appears in likeness 
—whether stage or screen. This 
has been commented upon before by 
others although the quick money 
for shorts and personal apps is 
probably too much of a temptation. 

The stage thing is oke, for Tracy 
has done very well on the rostrums, 
but the camera’s cruel eye in close- 
ups does something even to some of 
the most pulchritudinous of human 
beings. Abel, 


‘KNOCKOUT KISSES’ 

Comedy 

18 Mins. 

Rialto, New York 
Sennett 


Too much forced humor in this 
two-reeler. A couple of slapstick 
sequences stifle first class recep- 
tion. But the stuff has a plot and 
some of the moments are funny 
enough to make this short subject 
about a prize fighter’s femme man- 
ager okay secondary material for 
the not-too-particular programs. 

Supposed twin pugs change 
places in the ring between rounds 
so that the opponent has a fresh 
pug to deal with each session. But 
the ending is off, where for no ac- 
countable reason the champ returns 
to his former femme, Photography 
okay, with the best laugh coming 
when the customers leave the ring- 
side to watch the two rival women 





battle it out outside. Shan. 
RICHY CRAIG, JR. 
‘Say It Isn’t So’ 
Comedy 
20 Mins. 
Gameo, N. Y 
Columbia 
Exceptionally funny item that 


ought to get attention on any pro- 
gram Richy Craig wrote it for 
himself and it’s typically Craig-ish, 
which means it’s, if anything, over- 
burdened with laughs. 

Opens with Craig’s father going 
to a picture studio and offering to 
pay any amount of money to have 
young Craig discouraged from g0- 
ing into pictures. They take him 
Craig shows up and everybody 


on. 

acts nutty. How Craig can por- 
tray nutty people is something. 
Mixed in are a goodly number of 
pretty sly cracks at picture busi- 
ness, Kauf. 


JACK HALEY 
‘An Idle Roomer’ 


foundation and natural comedy 
than most of the Jack Haley briets 
for WB have shown. A few more 
of this stamp and Haley will be 
found for the screen. He's making 
the grade with material like this. 

Far from heavyweight on laughs, 
‘An Idle Roomer’ is also a long 
way from flopping. It his the light 
comic, Haley, as a non-paying 
boarder who appropriates a pair of 
trousers, not his own, which yield 
up the back rent. When this se- 
quence is buried, a new boarder, a 
rough-house wrestler, (Joe Vitale), 
comes into the picture. While it is 
stretched a little too far, the board- 
ing-room feedtime sequence pro- 
duces a fair amount of fun. 

Better still is the closing portion 
wherein Haley stays three minutes 
with the burly wrestler in order to 
win $100. He's hooked up with an 
electrical shock contrivance, which, 
together with weakness by the pro- 
fesh torso mangler via a bad corn, 
enables Haley to win out in a 
humorous manner. 

The girl is Emily Lowry, nice to 
rivet eyes on. She’s there for little 
more than that. 

Direction pretty good and dialog 
a shade above average. Char. 


LEON BELASCO ORCH. 
Band Novelty 

8 Mins. 

Strand, N. Y. 

Vita. No. 1516 


Effort was made to give an or- 
chestra a little story, but it could 
have been better. A fair short of 
its kind that unreels without any 
mishaps. 

Opening setting finds Leon Bel- 
asco in a flirtation with a girl who, 
believing they have met before, 
tries to place him. Band leader 
asks her if it wasn’t Berlin. start- 
ing out to tell her of a number she 
played there. With this, the film 
cuts to a German eer garden num- 
ber with Belasco and the band in 
action. On the next guess, it’s 
Paris and then Russia. Knowing it 
wasn’t there she met him, girl takes 
her leave, asking the newly-made 
b. f. to give her a ring at her hotel. 
It’s where Belasco’s band is cur- 
rent and a cute idea as far as it’s 
worked out, but could have been 
developed further. 

For the closer, ahead of the Bel- 
asco musical brigade, a team offers 
a ballroom specialty, nicely exe- 
cuted. . 

Belasco, on the air for some time 
now, will have some value as a 
shorts attraction through that. His 
band is at the St. Moritz, tony New 
York hotel. Char. 


‘ONE TRACK MINDS’ 
Pitts- Todd Comedy 

20 Mins. 

Rivoli, New York 


Hal Roach- Metro 


One of the best of the ZaSu Pitts- 
Thelma Todd comedy twin-reelers 
in the Roach-Metro series. Well 
done with Gus Meins directing and 
Lucien Prival prominent as Film 
Director von Sternheim, a_ well- 
turned satire on the Teutonic mega- 
phone martinets of Hollywood. 

All transpires on a train, hence 
the title. Pitts is stoogeing Todd, 
ex-laundress, who won a _ beauty 
contest and a Hollywood opportun- 
ity. A kid nephew (Billy Clifford), 
is also present to further jazz up 
the routine of the day coach. 

The director has a stooge who 
can’t get anywhere with the Dutch 
conductor on locating good seats in 
the day coach. (That Hollywood 
royalty would travel so publicly is 
a detail that can’t figure for the 
sake of this plot). Thelma ritzes 
the officious Von Sternheim until a 
movie magazine discloses his iden- 
tity and she goes on the make. 
There are the usual slapstick com- 
plications—but with variations. 

Never dull and a nice quota of 
laffs. Oke as a comedy bolsterer on 
any bill. Abel. 


MAIN STREETS 
E. M. Newman Series 
Travelog 
10 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vita. No. 1430 

A release in the Newman Adven- 
ture series that picks the main 
streets of far-off lands, just to be 
different. Much of the scenery 
along the route is familiar, how- 
ever, and with scenics as thick as 





bankruptcies have been, it doesn’t 
offer very precise novelty. 
Doing the narrative but not al- 


ways displaying the best of diction, 
Newman first takes the sightseer to 
Gibraltar and after going up and 
down that street, moves on to Ven- 
ice, where Main street is the Grand 








Comedy 
18 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vita. No. 1531-2 
Of better quality, with more} 





Miniature Reviews 





‘Midnight Mary’ (Metro). 
Fair flicker fare of the gang- 
ster order with a familiar tri- 
angle in Loretta Young, 
Ricardo Cortez and Franchot 
Tone as the badgerette, the 
villyun and the _ social guy. 
Write your own continuity. 


‘Professional Sweetheart’ 
(Radio). After a fast start 
this radio satire loses a lot of 
ground, but comedy’s there 
all the way and net result is 
fair picture with fair box of- 
fice chances. Cast not potent, 
but capable. 

‘Pilgrimage’ (Fox). Apron 
strings theme worked out with 
compelling sentiment on the 
novel angle of sympathy for 
the maternal side of the pic- 
ture. A natural for residen- 
tial clienteles with heavy 
draw from the women. Fine 
performance by Henrietta 
Crosman and cast of stand- 
ard names, 

‘Gambling Ship’ (Par). Cary 
Grant and Benita Hume head 
cast of gangster meller whose 
locale is told b, the title. Of 
familiar pattern but not with- 
out interest, even though the 
mobster cycle removes this 
from the big key category into 





the nabe fan booking category. 


‘The Narrow Corner’ (WB). 
D. Fairbanks, Jr., in an as- 
signment that’s hard on him 
but elements of story struc- 
ture, some very fine charac- 
ter delineation and general 
workmanship in production of 
picture makes it considerably 
better than fair. How han- 
dled by theatres is what will 
count. 

‘Disgraced’ (Par). Good 
dialog and cast but poor pic- 
ture otherwise from which 
too much cannot be expected. 
Average business at best with 
title and campaign to aid. 
Helen Twelvetrees at top of 
the company. 

‘Laughing At Life’ (Mas- 
cot). Worthy indie film and 
clean. Could play anywhere 
with support. Chief defect lies 
in subordination of femme 
angle and not enough, devel- 
opment to events leading up 
to actual action shown. 

Hell’s Holiday’ (Superb). 
Compilation of newsreel and 
other clips on that ole devil 
war. Poor clips, with a bad 
lecture and not much chance 
of getting anywhere. 

‘Best of Enemies’ (Fox): 
Lightweight romantic-comedy, 
for Buddy Rogers’ comeback 
try. Badly fumbled script a 
“handicap. 














Canal. There are a few other 
waterways as thoroughfares, also. 
Syria, Ceylon, Singapore, Siam, 
Java and Manila among the stops, 
Char, 


MIDNIGHT MARY 


Metro production and release, co-featur- 
ing Loretta Young, Ricardo Cortez and 
Franchot Tone. William Wellman directed 
this Lucien Hubbard production. Original 
by Anita Loos, adapted by Gene Markey 
and Kathryn Scola; camera, James Van 


Trees. At the Capitol, N. Y., commencing 
July 14. Running time, 75 mins, 
Mary....- ecvcce cccecdscces -kmeetin Young 
RO vssccscces Coccccccccccece Ricardo Cortez 
TOM..cccccece 00eeeesneseces ce eaRenot Tone 
Sam...e-e 600606696090 500604006 Andy Devine 
Bunny 


WreTitiric abeeceeseses ae Beeeee 
District Attorney... ..-Frank Conroy 
| 









«eee+-lvan Simpson 





eeeerese Harold Huber 

Ccccccocesccs Sandy Roth 

020000nse0ons Martha Sleeper 

6 Pare ecccececses Charlies Grapewin 
Churchill. .cccccscescceses Halliwell Hobbes 
Perry re Robert Emmett O’Connor 
Just fair. The somewhat states- 


righty title gives away the gangster 
background of this script. It’s im- 
plausible in the main a4 soon as the 
badgering Loretta Young character 
essays to go straight and encount- 
ers vicissitudes which return her to 
her underworld antecedents, only to 
meet up again for the clinch with 
the socially prominent Tone. Cor- 
tez is the heavy and the heavy lover 
throughout. 

Despite much histrionic skill and 
the directorial and scripting artif- 
ices to make ‘Midnight Mary’ ring 
true, the structure in its entirety is 
never wholly convincing. AS a re- 
sult, even the most plausible se- 
quences let down. 

Presentation is of the flash-back 
school. While ‘Midnight Mary’ is 
awaiting the jury’s verdict on a 
murder charge, the chronological 
court records in the court clerk’s 
office, with their superimposed suc- 
cession of dated years, serve as 
milestones to punctuate Mary’s ill- 
fated progress ever since her 10- 
year-old motherless days. 

When the plotted stick-up on a 
swank private gambling club goes 
wrong, she is thrown together with 
Tone, prominent young attorney, 
and, of course, a scion of a socially 
prominent family. 

Some of Miss Young’s opportuni- 
ties are mitigated against through 


unfortunate selection of clothes. 
There are other patchwork se- 
quences when she is alternately un- 
der dominance of Cortez’s will or 
spiritedly self-assertive. 

Andy Devine, Una Merkel, War- 
ren Hymer and Sandy Roth, the 
last a Metro asst. director who dou- 


bles into a bit as one of Cortez’s 
muges, do well in sub-parts. De- 
vine is one of the few unusual 


comedy pans to come to attention 
of recent years. It dates from Uni- 
versal’s ‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ pic- 


ture of two seasons ago. He's a 
good-natured hulk who doesn't 
mugg or overdo his chores gro- 


tesquely, but whose natural lugub- 
rious manner has distinguished him 
in minor assignments. He seems to 
be building gradually. 

Technically, there’s no great in- 
genuity evidenced in the mountage 
of this production. It’s an orthodox 
crook meller, varied only by the 
familiar pattern of the flashback 
sequence of episodic presentation. 

On its Capitol theatre (Broadway 
deluxe) exhibition, ‘Midnight Mary’ 
is supported by an unusually elab- 
orate stage presentation. That’s 
the answer to its b.o. strength. It’s 
but fair fan fodder on its own. 

Abel. 





Professional Sweethearts 
(With Songs) 


Radio production and release. 
by William Seiter. 


Directed 
yinger Rogers, Norman 


Foster, Zasu Pitts, Frank McHugh fea- 
tured. Story and adaption by Maurine 
Watkins. Music and lyrics by Harry Akst 


and Edward Elliscu. Edward Cronjager, 
“hotog. At Music Mall, Radio City, week 


July 14. Running time, 72 mins. 
OC ge ere Ginger Rogers 
Se, CE 4s 5 bas nth on eekeoas Norman Foster 
Esmeralda De Leon...........-- Zasu Pitts 
SE. | dc eciccbeetn tontéacees Frank McHugh 
ree .504%o0+ éetecce -..--Allen Jenkins 
SN - 60.4 ¢0d6seenno0e bee ..Gregory Ratoff 
Kelsey $esneecanawdees t Edgar Kennedy 
ABBOURCOP secccccesecess Lucien Littlefield 
COED Sec ccsceecéees Franklin Pangborn 
MB BOCIOS. oc ccccc eccceenre Sterling Holloway 
SE. Nadee 04.6504 64.4Kn ek AES Theresa Harris 
Had the pace of ‘Professional 
Sweetheart’s’ early moments been 
sustained throughout the picture, 


its success rating would have been 
much more decisive. As is, it has 
just about enough comedy to cover 
up the later deficiencies, and as 
a fair picture it should see fair 
money. Another angle that would 
have helped is more pull in the cast 
names, but this also was passed up. 
The four featured players’ personal 
draw is extraordinary. 


The literary fault, which is the 
picture’s main weakness, probably 
can be attributed to both the story 
and adaption being by the same 
girl, Maurine Watkins. Although 
her basic plot offered countless pos- 
sibilities for development, Miss 
Watkins seems to have become con- 
fused at the far end. Instead of 
building skyward on its excellent 
foundation, the plot reaches its peak 
about half way and then slides back 
to a lower point than that at which 
it started. 


Possibly another hand on the 
treatment would have_ grasped 
chances which Miss Watkins 


couldn’t see (being too close to it) 
and might have turned the trick. 
Miss Watkins ran short of situa- 
tions after a while, with a result 
that the one-woman treatment 
turned stale toward the finish. 


As a radio satire, as far as out- 
line goes, ‘Professional Sweetheart’ 
tops anything to date in its line. 
A naturally funny set of charac- 
ters, wrapped around a comical 
situation, gives the picture a head 
start. That it finishes breathing 
hard is no fault of the story itself, 
but of failure of the adaptation to 
change the pace. 


The lead character is a radio 
broadcasting girl whose job calls 
for purity, but who'd rather go to 
Harlem or do a little plain and 
fancy necking and guzzling. She’s 
constantly chaperoned by a press 
agent, a nance to provide clothes 
and proper atmosphere, and a dia- 
lectician-sponsor, head of the 
Ippsie-Wippsie dishcloth radio hour 
—she’s known as the Purity Girl. 
In building up these characters the 
picture wastes neither time nor op- 
portunities, making good use of 
everybody and everything for sure 
laughs. 


When they marry the girl off to 
a fan mailing hillbilly from Ken- 
tucky for publicity’s sake, the in- 
terest attains the high point. From 
there on it lags and stays down 
until the finish, when the _ best 
switch in the picture provides a 
good finale. 


There is nothing wrong at any 
time with the playing, a fine all- 
comedy cast having been rounded 
up. Script gives Zasu Pitts most 
of the snicks, but everybody man- 
ages to get on base now and then, 
particularly Frank McHugh, Greg- 
ory Ratoff, Frank Pangborn, Edgar 
Kennedy and Lucien Littlefield. 
Norman Foster is under wraps as 
the hillbilly lad, yet in his few real 
chances he manages to shine re- 
gardless. 

Ginger Rogers demonstrates again, 
as she has before, that light com- 
edy is her apple pie. She looks it, 
plays it and does everything else 
the part called for. It’s Miss 
Rogers’ first good opportunity in 
any cast’s clean-up position, and 
she makes the grade. Bige. 





— 


PILGRIMAGE 


Fox production and release starring Hene 
rietta Crosman who heads a cast of fae 
miliar screen names, Directed by John 
Ford. From the story by I. A. R. Wylie; 


screen play by Philip Klein and Barry 
Conners. Dialog by Dudley Nichols: dia. 
log direction, William Collier, Sr.; camera< 
man, George Schneiderman, Assistant 
director, Ed. O’Fearna. Musical direction, 


Samuel Kaylin. At the Gaiety, New York, 
on twice-a-day basis; scaled at $1.65 top, 
Running time 95 minutes. 


Hannah Jessop Henrietta Crosman 





BOBAMRS. 2 ccs ccccccccesesoees Heather Angel 
Se MONS sé in k'c 00 40.08 065006 Norman Foster 
Mary Saunders......... eeectds Marian Nixon 
OG Te, 2606 c0dsendess Maurice Murphy 
Mre. Hatfield..,..........Lucille La Verne 
Dad Saunders....sccesess Charley Grapewin 
Mrs. Worth........ eeeeees--Hedda Hopper 
Major Albertson...........Robert Warwick 
Mrs. Rogers..... ccescceceess kAulise Carter 
Janet Prescot......ee-eesee++- Betty Blythe 
Elmer. .....6-+sse08 ececcesses Francis Ford 
Jimmy Saunders....--eseeeeercees Jay Ward 
The Nurse......+++++ PTeTTT TT Frances Rich 


The mother love theme treated 
from a new angle that has a mine 
of tears packed in its footage; a 
picture that will prosper from 
femme word-of-mouth and ought to 
spell real money. The fine perform- 


ance of Henrietta Crosman will win 
attention anywhere and the playing 
of a sentimental story to the hilt 
will arouse comment and recom- 
mendation everywhere. 

Story deals with the selfishness of 
mother love, but works out a new 
twist, dealing with the problem of 
a mother who stands in the way of 
her son’s happiness with sympa- 
thetic treatment toward the woman, 
avoiding the bitter flavor of such 
pictures as ‘The Silver Cord’ and 
a long list of others of the same 
sort, at the same time avoiding the 
falsely saccharine glorification of 
the mother in the ancient situation. 
In short, a genuinely interesting 
development of the subject. 

Pictorially the production is a 
treat of fine atmosphere and stun- 
ning photography. From its earliest 
sequence it carries the stamp of 
reality, both in background and in 
character drawing and to the end 
it holds the illusion of actuality. 

Opening passages deal with the 
mother and her fatherless boy 
working an Arkansas farm. Scenic 
shots here are handled trickily, with 
the foregrounds emphasized and 
distance dealt with in misty in- 
definiteness. Restricted settings 
convey just the idea of the narrow 
lives the people of the story are 
leading, a feeling that would be 
lost in free and open vistas of 
countryside. Picture is full of simi- 
larly subtle touches that get over 
strong effects without descending 
to obvious theatre of the hoke or- 
der. Picture is singularly free of 
clap-trap device. 

Central character of Hannah Jes- 
sop, the mother, is a compelling 
portrait, willful, domineering and 
rooted in the land her pioneering 
forebears won from the wilderness. 
She’s determined to hold her son 
to the farm and when the boy in 
rebellion determines to marry the 
girl of his choice, she gives him 
up to the World War draft board. 
When he’s killed in action and the 
girl, daughter of a neighboring 
ne’er-do-well, has a child, the old 
woman remains as unyielding and 
grim in her grief as she was in 
her determination to hold the boy 
to her. 

Passage of the years finds her 
with unbroken grimness, and it is 
only a decade after, on a pilgrimage 
to the dead boy’s grave in France, 
that she meets up with a situation 
of a selfish mother parting two 
youngsters that she sees the errors 
of her ways. Making amends for 
her own sins of selfishness, she 
fights to give the other boy and 
girl their chance for happiness, re- 
turning home to give protection and 
affection to the home girl whose 
life she wrecked, and to her father- 
less son. 

The drama of the homely tale is 
neatly spaced with comedy con- 
trasts. Hannah herself has a grim, 
terse sense of humor that finds en- 
gaging play in her relations with 
the other mothers on the war pil- 
grimage. Lucille LaVerne as a war 
mother from the feud country of 
Tennessee has a whale of a role and 
makes the most of it, writing a new 
chapter in the screen career of this 
versatile character’ woman, If the 
picture had nothing but the playing 
of these two veteran troupers it 
would be worth while. Miss Cros- 
man plays the Hannah character, 
under wraps, leaving the impres- 
sion of a reserve of power and 
vitality. It is as strong a bit of 
playing as was her screening of 
the old actress in ‘The Royal Fame 
+e and in a story of broader ap- 
peal, 


A trio of young people are de- 
signedly subordinated to the cene- 
tral character of the mother. Nor- 
man Foster gives to the son the 
earnest playing that has made him 
a standard in this type of role, 
while Marion Nixon deals with the 
deserted sweetheart well, a quiet, 
restrained treatment that fits beau- 
tifully into the story. structure. 
Heather Angel, making her Ameri- 
can screen debut, figures only in 
the later passages, a brief assign- 
ment and one that allows no bril- 
liant opportunity. But she im- 
presses favorably as an ingenue, 
with possibilities for high class 





types, Rush 
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GAMBLING SHIP 


Paramount production and release. Co- 
featuring Cary Grant and Benita Hume. 
Produced by Max Marcin, Louis Gasnier, 
with Marcin directing. Assistant director, 
Jack Mintz. Screen play by Marcin and 
Seton I. Miller, adapted by Claude Binyon, 
from stories by Peter Ruric. Camera, 
Charles Lang. At the Rivoli, New York, 
commencing July 12. Running time, 70 
mins. 

Ace Corbin Cary Grant 


Eleanor La Velle.....-++-++++ Benita Hume 
toscoe Karns 


ae. ence cantese 0600000ER0 L 
pel Sands...ceccerereress Glenda Farrell 
Pete Manning. .«-ereeseeererer’ Jack rows 
Joe Burke.....+++++ eoeeccenes Arthur Vinton 
Baby Face....--+eeeseere> Charles Williams 


District Attorney...+-++++++- 





A fair flicker. Of the gangster 
meller genera with a new slant in 
the gambling ship locale off the 
coast of Long Beach, Calif. (near 
Los Angeles). Another new angle is 
in the finale v-here the ship’s anchor 
is cast loose and the waves are per- 
n itted to sweep the anti-element off 
into the briny while the sympathetic 
faction of the lawless lot fights its 
way to safety and a suggestion of 
regeneration for the happy ending. 

An expert cast does wonders in 
sustaining the shoddy proceedings. 
It's one of those ‘Cheating Cheaters 
ideas and since Max Marcin had 
much to do with this cinematurgy— 
embracing production, direction and 
authorship—any variation of his 
stage melodrama of that title seems 
authorized. 

Cary Grant is the big shot gam- 
bler who thinks he's found the real 
thing in Benita Hume, a gambler’s 
moll, during their cross-country trek 
from Chi to L, A. The fact that it’s 
an open-and-shut ‘make’ on the part 
of both principals establishes a du- 
bious premise from which to evolve 
the highly romantic auru which has 
been essayed. Grant thinks Miss 
Hume is the McCoy on the swank 
stuff. 

Arthur Vinton and Jack LaRue do 
well as the opposing gambling ship 
mobsters, with Vinton the ‘right’ 
kind of a gambler. Roscoe Karns 
registers in a comedy vein and 
Charlie Williams, this time sans 
specs, is a good deadpan stooge for 
the rival mob. The rest are bits, 
some disjointed, such as that busi- 
ness with the Donjuanish sailor. 

Vilm doesn’t drag, save in negli- 
gible moments, but in toto it’s a fa- 
miliar formula of mob vs. mob with 
the sympathetic Grant commandeer- 
ing one bunch to hijack LaRue’s 
more sinister hoodlums. Speaking of 
sinisterness, LaRue should never go 
Raftish and try to act up as a hero; 
he’s the most repellant villyun in 
major film league and he'll stay on 
top of the batting order if he doesn’t 
get the Rover Boy complex. 

Grant proves his potentialities for 
femme b. o. with this inept assign- 
ment; ditto Miss Hume, who makes 
a difficult, chameleon characteriza- 
tion sound almost convincing. Eng- 
lish gal is class and fits that type 
of assignment handily. 

Technical end is authentic, al- 
though the competitive gambling 
ships around Southern California 
never have their water taxis taking 
off from the same dock as here, nor 
are the ships anchored so close to 
each other. But that’s a _ detail 
which the nabe fans won't be both- 
ered with much. Film’s booking into 
the Rivoli is an exploitive proposi- 
tion essentially, as evidenced by the 
limited single week's assignment. 

Abel. 


DISGRACED 


Paramount production and release. Fea- 
tures Helen Twelvetrees, Bruce Cabot and 
Ken Murray. Directed by Erle C. Kenton, 
Based on story by Alice D. G. Miller, 
adaptation by Miss Miller; camera, Karl 


Struss. At Paramount, N. Y., week start- 
ing Friday, July 14, Running time, 63 
miins. 

eee BEOUOWOI «csc cvecees Helen Twelvetrees 
Kirk Underwood, Jr..........- Bruce Cabot 
Julia Thorndyke............/ Adrienne Ames 
Captain Holloway....... William Harrigan 
Ge CIOS 6 0 0:5 6.806 040-0009%% Ken Murray 
District Attorney........ Charles Middleton 
pO SE eee Adrienne D' Ambicourt 
RIO. oa \ bos. bas e¥erae od Ara Haswell 
SN. ole i wc shoo Seb kheakadaks Dorothy Bay 


Theatres will have nothing in 
particular to remember about ‘Dis- 
graced’ after it’s gone playdate, but 
while it’s there it should get close 
to average business. Campaigns by 
the theatres will tell unless Helen 
Twelvetrees in the particular situ- 
ation has a very definite following. 

Par has attempted to inject some 
box office into a doubtful box-office 
strip of celluloid by giving it a title 
that has possibilities. Press book 
offers some alluring ads and poster 
material in this connection. Exhib- 
itor should not be too chary in the 
use of accessories or advertising, 
since this is one of those pictures 
that will not sell itself. 

The dialog is smartly written and 
as smartly lipped by the able cast, 
but between the two there isn't 
enough strength to overcome the 
deficiencies of the story and the 
manner in which it has been brought 
to the screen. Story goes contrary 
to probably audience wishes, first 
developing Bruce Cabot impres- 
Sively for love interest and then 
turning him into a heavy. 

In the first few reels it looks like 
a pretty fair little romance; then 
the action shifts to murder and the 
efforts of a father to keep his 
daughter from taking the blame. 
Proving the girl's confession a 


falsehood is among the steps taken 
toward the end that let the picture 
down 

Not the least as a disappointer is 





the ending. It comes with a sud- 
denness that is startling and leaves 
much to be desired as a chaser. 
Film cuts to the finish leader im- 
mediately after the father has made 
his simple little plea to the jury 
trying him for murder, a crime that 
was committed in upholding the 
honor of his daughter's name, 
though picture never makes it clear 
whether the heavy, about to desert 
the girl on a promise of marriage, 
had gone any further than the 
courtship routine. 

Miss Twelvetrees puts in a steady 
but not colorful performance, doing 
about as much as could be expected 
under the circumstances. Ken 
Murray, with wisecracks one min- 
ute and seriousness the next, makes 
an excellent showing, as does Cabot. 

The recording of ‘Disgraced’ is 
super. On some occasions the 
speaking is down to whispers, but 
as clearly as though mechanics 
were not doing the work. Char. 


ISLAND OF DOOM 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 


Rosfilm production and Amkino release. 
Direction and scenario, Semen Timoshenko. 
Photography, Yuri Utekin; sets, Nikolai 
Surorov; music, Gavril Popov; music 
played by Leningrad Symphony orchestra. 
At Cameo, New York, week July 14. Run- 
ning time, 60 mins. 
ACtreSS....scecesscecees Calina Kravchenko 
Sailor..... Oeceeeeescecces Peter Solobevski 
+eeee.Wilamidir Krueger 








From several standpoints an ex- 
ceptional picture. Best the Rus- 
sians have turned out in a long 
time, but that isn’t so important. 
What counts is that it seems to in- 
dicate a departure for Russ meg- 
gers. 

No one has ever doubted that the 
Russians have imagination and 
ability from a photoplay standpoint, 
but whether they could ever put 
their doctrines behind them suffi- 
ciently to go ahead and make 
worthwhile entertainment has come 
up for serious questioning. In this 
picture, for the first time, the story, 
acting and handling overshadows 
the annoying educational handouts. 

‘Island of Doom’ is not especially 
a money picture. It’s not big 
enough to get very far outside the 
usual Russian and arty film houses. 
But it is an interesting subject that 
will get some attention in these 
spots, more so than Amkino ‘has 
been able to muster in over a year. 

Positive story this time, with ac- 
tion and suspense—both new quali- 
ties to Russian talkers. Also a 
beautiful girl and a hint at romance. 
That's something! 

A tiny island has been abandoned 
by the Whites, with only one living 
soul, a Red sailor. It’s set with a 
mine which is to explode after a 
number of hours. A White spy, 
not knowing of the abandonment, 
arrives in a small boat, bringing a 
girl actress to entertain the sol- 
diers. He realizes his error and 
wants to start back, but is out of 
gas. Sailor begins manufacturing a 
pair of oars for the boat. 

The spy (evidently the intention 
is to show that he’s a heel or he 
wouldn't be a spy) wants to get 
away and leave the sailor. The spy 
hits him on the head with a brick 
and runs with the girl. But the 
girl appreciates how things are and 
goes back to help the other lad, even 
though just an hour or so remains 
to live. Between them they find the 
bomb mechanism and undo it. Then 
some chatter about on to glory in 
the lovely Soviet regime, which 
doesn’t matter or annoy so much 
because just barely mentioned and 
forgotten, 

Interesting is that the director 
tried to combine talker and silent 


methods. Russians still haven't 
mastered sound. Again and again 
they’ve tried dialog: it. always 


comes out stilted and false. This 
time the director made a film that 
could work silent. But it isn’t. 
Dialog is still stilted and false, but 
there is sufficient action and panto- 
mime to take care of everything. 
Only three actors and all good. 
Krueger has been in several other 
Russ films, the others being new 
faces. Girl is actually beautiful, 
although inclined to plumpness. 
Kauf. 


HELL’S HOLIDAY 
Production and distribution. Superb Pic- 
tures. Narrated by Eugene Dennis; music 
and sound effects, Joseph Finston. At the 


Mayfair, New York, on grind, week July 
14. Running time, 90 mins. 


Still another compilation of war 
clips, with nothing to distinguish it. 
Several of this kind recently, and 
all but the first, ‘Big Drive,’ flopped. 

There's a _ surprising sameness 
about all this war footage, even 
though most of it actually is dif- 
ferent. 3ut the things related are 
all the same harried stuff, and the 
film is always pretty poor. Good 
deal of it is pretty badly worn neg- 
ative, rainy, hardly distinguishable 
and with constant flashing. 

Fugene Dennis mixes up hyster- 
ics for histrionics in the lecture, 
losing most of the point in attempt- 
ing to make it dramatic. 

Nobody credited with assembling 
the stuff which, for what it is, not 
badly done, attempting to chrono- | 
logically go from the beginning of | 
the war on through to the finish 
Only trouble with that being it’s | 
too ambitious an effort making | 
everything pretty sketchy. Kauf. ' 





LAUGHING AT LIFE 


Nat Levine production for Mascot release. 
Starring Victor McLaglen. Directed by 
Ford Beebe, Original story Oy Ford Bebee; 
adaptation, Prescott Chaplin and Thomas 
Dugan; camera, Ernie Miller and Tom Gal- 
ligan. At the Rialto, beginning Thursday, 
July 13. Running time, 71 mins. 


MCHA. ccceceece cheeene ue Victor McLaglen 
Pamcmits.cocseces Conchita Montenegro | 
ON eee William (Stage) Boyd 
OS ee Lois Wilson 
President Valenzuela...Henry B. Walthall 
Pet Camas... cccertese 2eseos Regis Toomey 
Alice LAWtOR.ccccccceccecceses Ruth Hall 
See Breas 0040000606 eseeoee-lvan Lebedeff 
PERUBOGIOR . « cccccccecces eoosee-NOah Beery 
TROMO. cccccccesccceseccesees Tully Marshall 
WOMTGORs 6ccedcvceces J. Farrell MacDonald 
in 64066000468 %000000665 Quinn Williams 
RNIN. 6 5 nas ceeeeenenees en Frankie Darro 
Cabinet Officer..... eveccecs Edmund Breese 


This tale of a gun-running Irish- 
man in various climes and countries 
is a pretty good idea, but lacks con- 
viction because it is handled in nar- 
rative style. Events or causes that 
might have led to the action part 
shown are altogether overlooked. 
The connecting link between the 
dialog and the action is missing. 
Makes the picture’ slow paced, 
therefore, and causes a defection in 
the b.o. appeal. 

Otherwise, the picture is a pre- 
tentious effort for an indie and 
really worthy, from that standpoint, 
but needful of support. The femme 
agle is subordinated to the ad- 
venture angle, and doesn't take al- 
together. However, it holds a good 
lineup of cast names, unusual for 
an indie. 

McLaglen is a revelation. He's 
the works in the picture and prob- 
ably has never done better work. 
Makes the rest of the pretentious 
cast look limp—too vapid for cus- 
tomer satisfaction on the whole. 
But the picture is clean and has 
some light comedy moments which 
would make it suitable for any kind 
or type of customer consumption 
once they come to see it. 

Story had plenty of development 
possibilities for a huge comedy ad- 
venture film, but it has emerged a 
bit too obvious and not altogether 
realistic. There’s the case in point 
where McLaglen, a hunted man. 
suddenly pops inside the President's 
rooms of the South American lo- 
cafe, and induces the prez to give 
him ae carte’ blanche’ passport 
through the country just like that. 
Again and in other spots the dialog 
takes too much for granted that the 
picture doesn’t show. 

Scene where McLaglen comes 
across his son, both appearing un- 
der assumed names, is just one of 
those things the customers are 
asked to accept without reason. 
Maybe the customers will, but would 
have been preferable if some stuff 
indicating how or why this happens 
had preceded. 

Ruth Hall as the younger man’s 
girl friend is not very positive, 
while Conchita Montenegro, who 
might have been hot stuff, is held 
down. 

Although the cast is filled with 
generally known names and should 
help for attraction, they are mostly 
cast in brief roles outside of Regis 
Toomey and William (Stage) Boyd. 
Boyd is one of those mysterious 
menaces always showing up in the 
nick of time, but doesn’t show very 
enthusiastically here. Shan. 


The Narrow Corner 


Warner Bros. production and_ release. 
Featuring Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Patricia 
Ellis, Dudley Digges, Ralph Bellamy and 
Arthur Kohl. Directed by Alfred E. Green. 
From story by W. Somerset Maugham; 
adaptation by Robert Presnell. At Strand, 
I + commencing Thursday, July 13. 
Running time, 67 mins. 


Fred... .ccessccsccesces Doug Fairbanks, Jr. 
a a eee rer Trr Patricia Ellis 
Doctor Saunders...... eeeee--Dudley Digges 
mss bh bbl ka <eenease eseee++Ralph Bellamy 
Cast. Nichols. ...<6 soeeeeese.-Arthur Kohl 
Fred's Father...... eooeeesees Henry Kolker 
Ah Kay......scceeee eccosecsss Whe Fung 
FEU, Kh 64 4-6:0>3 00000805 +e+-.- Reginald Owen 
SwWAN......e.sceccceceee William V. Mong 
Dutch Constable......... . Joseph Swickard 


Some excellent plot situations, 
cast work principally by character 
actors, and production background 
raise this cne to the position where 
it becomes a pretty good little pic- 
ture. Should hold its own on first 
run and thereafter, though all the 
box office can count on in the way 
of natural draft is the Doug Fair- 
banks, Jr., name. 

Young Doug has been handed a 
tough assignment and loses out for 
No. 1 position on cast showing 
through it. He's asked to play an 
Englishman who in the first place 
is almost a rotter and, secondly, a 
murderer. In the first reel or two, 
Iairbanks’ part is totally unsympa- 
thetic, and he never quite recovers 
from this. 

Story makes an effort to bring 
the chief name part Into focus for 
cheers toward the last on a change 
of character and outlook, but it 
doesn’t work out any too well. 

‘Narrow Corner is a_ typical 
Maugham story, laid in the South 
Pacific, in and around more or less 
obscure islands which are sought 
out aS @ young murderer's haven 
from the police until the murder he 
committed blows over back home 
or something. 

Majority of the action occurs on | 
one island where folks enjoy the | 
more modern comforts of life. in- | 
cluding cosmetics for the girls and | 


} 


that sort of thing. It's here that 
the familiar triangle bobs up, new- 
comer’s attention to a local miss 

finally resulting in the other man’s | 
suicide, under circumstances that 4 


look like murder charges again for 
the outcast hero. 

A ship which spirits the male 
love interest away from Australia 
figures importantly. The captain, 
played by Arthur Kohl, and a doc- 
tor, Dudley Digges, who's picked up 
ilong the way, steal the acting hon- 
ors, along with William V. Mong 
and Reginald Owen, island inhabs. 
From among these four, the picture 
draws much in the way of fine 
character displays. 

The girl is Patricia Ellis, a comer. 
She's an eye-grabber, filming well, 
who seems to have sure makings. 

Numerous miniatures cut into the 
production. They are largely of 
ships and storms at sea, but all 
very good. Char. 


ORDERS IS ORDERS 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, July 6. 

Gaumont-British production, released 
through Gaumont-Ideal. Directed by Wal- 
ter Forde. In cast: Charlotte Greenwood, 
James Gleason, Cyril Maude, Cedric Hard- 
wicke, Finlay Currie, Ian Hunter, Donald 
Calthrop and others. Length, 8.000 feet 
ipprox.; running time, 90 mins. Previewed 
Tivoli theatre, London, July 5. 


If anybody tells you he saw a 
comedy picture that was a wow, 
tell him he ain’t seen nuthin’ until 
he’s had a look at ‘Orders Is Or- 
ders.’ The’ farce is adapted from 
one of the series of naval and mili- 
tary comedies produced at the 
Shafesbury, and was written by Ian 
Hay and Anthony Armstrong. 

The plot unfolds the efforts of a 
hustling American picture director 
to take shots in an English bar- 
racks by endeavoring to ‘fix’ with 
those in command. What happens 
is a wow from start to finish. 
Whenever the colonel informs the 
director that such a thing ‘isn’t 
done,’ the director replies: ‘You 
know, and I know, but they don't 
know in Kansas City.’ It becomes 
a sort of theme song. 

For many weeks Gaumont-Brit- 
ish scoured London in vain for a 
man to play the picture director. 
Then they got on the cables, and 
secured James Gleason. His char- 
acterization differs considerably 
from the stage version. 

In a remarkably effective cast 
premier honors go to Cyril Maude 
as the colonel. He keeps up the 
pace throughout at the requisite 
tempo. The role of the director is 
right in Gleason’s mitt. Charlotte 
Greenwood as his assistant extracts 
a considerable amount of comedy 
out of a more or less vague part. 
They have even retained the serv- 
ices of Cedric Hardwicke, one of 
England’s premier actors, for just 
a bit. 

The picture ought to stand up 
with the best of them in America. 

Jolo. 


Sur Le Pave de Berlin 


(Alexanderplatz) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Paris, July 2. 

Original German version with French 
sub-titles. Story by A. Doblin. Directed 
by Jutzi. Featuring Heinrich George and 
Maria Bard. Presented at the Cine Bona- 
parte for run, beginning July 1 


This film has been’ banned 
throughout Germany, and all of 
Doblin’s works were burned by Hit- 
ler’s orders. But even without this 
added interest on the part of the 
curious and the rebellious, picture 
has many things to recommend it, 
especially for persons who like for- 
eign ‘atmosphere.’ The street scenes 
of Berlin with the hum and buzz of 
the traffic activity, the glimpses of 
German daily life, the somewhat 
novel camera angles, verging at 
times on the impressionistic, and 
the natural acting of the big, burly 
lead, Heinrich George, who is 
sometimes compared to Emil Jan- 
nings, are the outstanding points. 

Also, the manner of getting rid of 
tiresome close-ups when the char- 
acters are talking, by a shifting 
panorama of what is happening out- 
side when interiors are used, and 
vice versa, is particularly worthy of 
note from the technical aspect and 
proves Director Jutzi free of hide- 
bound screen conventions. 

The story is not as new as the 
treatment, but plot matters less 
than the fine characterization of 
Heinrich George, as Bieberkopf, a 
primitive type of the underworld, 
subject to violent impulses but also 
capable of fine feelings. After serv- 
ing a four-year term in prison, 
Bieberkopf decides to go straight, 
but finds a new life made very dif- 
ficult because of the jeers, intrigues 
and jealousy of former rough com 
panions out to get him. The sweet- 
heart of the ringleader falls for the 
reformed prisoner. For a time he 
is dragged back into the old paths, 
but eventually meets a fine girl 





| ingly, 


whom he truly loves and who brings 
out all the starved tenderness of her 
rough suitor 
Heinrich George gets a chance to | 
run the gamut of emotion. He is | 
surrounded with a good cast, the | 
various ‘types’ being well chosen | 
ind not exaggerated. The dialog is | 
never forced and used rather spar- 
which adds to the effective- | 
| 


ess of characters placed in an en 
vironment where actions are amed 
revealing than words, 
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BEST OF ENEMIES 


Fox production and release, directed by 
Rian James Featured are Buddy Rogers, 


Marian Nixon, Joseph Cawthorn and Frank 
Morgan Sereen play by Sam Mintz; dia- 
log by Rian James. Photography by L. W 

O'Connell; William Darling, settings At 
the original Rox) New York, July 14 


Running time. 72 mins 


Jimmie Hartman. Buddy Rogers 
Lena Schneider _ ..Marian Nixon 
Wm. H. Hartman ....-Frank Morgan 
Gus Schneider a Joseph Cawthorn 


The Blonde.. Greta Nissen 
i. «wis 6 ees WOO : Arno Frey 
August.. eovceree- William Lawrence 
Professor Herman Anders Van Haden 

Comedy of a stock pattern and 
romance that holds no_ special 
strength, combine in a _ distinctly 
mild release marking the screen 
come-back attempt of Buddy Rog- 
ers, not a picture of happy augury 
for the return of the one-time rul- 
ing flap pash. 

The young love interest divides 
the center of the stage with the 
character comedy of the ‘Friendly 
Enemies’ school, a theme that has 
been worked hard and long in the 
flickers. Neither line of audience 
appeal gets very far, making for a 
divided interest and generally a 
seattered and sprawling subject, 
full of annoying loose ends and 
wasted effort toward character 
building and atmosphere creation. 

Producer didn’t seem able quite 
to make up his mind whether the 
central idea was the development 
of the comedy wrangle between the 
two fathers, or the fortunes of the 
love affair between their children. 
A similar conflict arises in the mind 
of the spectator, whether the ro- 
mance or the comedy should engage 
his attention. In other words it’s a 
question whether the comedy relief 
doesn’t overshadow the romantic 
interest. It's all a matter of mis- 
balanced entertainment values and 
it works out into a rather complete 
fumble. 

Errors lie at the door of the 
script treatment, for the playing is 
first rate. Frank Morgan, playing 
the role of a hypocritical reformer, 
develops an excellent style of hoke 
comedy, while opposite to him Joe 
Cawthorn handles a German dialect 
part with his seasoned troupership. 
Young Rogers and Miss Nixon as 
the juve and ingenue deal with their 
assignments engagingly enough, be- 
ing personable young people, but 
there is nothing in their factory- 
made characters or the situations 
through which they move to stir 
sympathetic emotion. 

The Rogers boy’s musical talents 
are exploited in an obvious aim to 
capitalize that angle, but the idea 
doesn’t register because there is no 
strong and vital dramatic situation 
behind the device. Topical subject 
of legal beer gets a lot of attention, 
but legal beer is no longer an issue 
of hot public interest, being settled 
and now a commonplace, to the ex- 
tent that its mere mention on the 
screen doesn’t of itself perk up at- 
tention, 

Story has to do with Cawthorn 
prospering with an old-fashioned 
American beer garden until the dry 
advocate, Morgan, drives him out 
of business, starting a life-long 
feud. Years later the son and 
daughter of the warring old pair 
meet in Germany, where Cawthorn 
has resumed the hofbrau trade, and 
through their love for each other 
the enmities of the old men are 
reconciled, but only after many new 
clashes and much plotting by the 
young people. 

Coast reports are that at least 
three directors had a hand in the 
making of the subject, and a view- 
ing suggests that there has been a 
gf00d deal of muddling in its com- 
pletion. The finished work has a 
patchy look that easily could have 
been the result of changing direc- 
tion, and new ideas imposed upon 
an unsatisfactory original in an ef- 
fort to make it jell. Rush. 


Tossing Ball Round 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Football pictures for fall con- 
Sumption are beginning to lineup 
at the studios. Following close on 
the announcement of Universal’s 
gridiron college feature, ‘All Amer- 
ican Girl,” comes Warners’ deci- 
sion to make ‘College Coach,’ with 
Pat O'Brien in the title role. 

Huddle on Warners pic includes 
Robert Lord, supervising, William 
Wellman to direct, and Manuel 
Sef€f and Niven Bush = scripting 
their original story, which is not 
to contain a single co-ed, raccoon 
coat or waving pennant. 


U Drops Geo. O’Neil 


Universal City, July 17. 
George O'Neil, New York play- 
wright, leaves Universal Thursday 
(20). He has been working on ‘The 
Man Who Reclaimed His Head.’ 
U writing staff is currently dowa 
to eight, ihead of 
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Garbo Starting 


ilver City, July 17 


Christina,’ starring Greta Garbo, 
vill go into production July 31, 
Date was finally set this week 
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Stock Market 





(Continued from page 6) 


this reason that laggard stocks 





have been given up by the outside 














manipulation has to see some sort 
of prospect of having somebody 
to sell its stock to in the long run 
before it has any incentive to start 
to work. 
Ultimately, 
may show something to arouse the 
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To Whom It May Concern: 


HAVE recently acquired and am the sole owner of an original story written by 
Herman J. Mankiewicz, entitled “THE MAD DOG OF EUROPE,” an anti-Hitler 


subject depicting the intolerance and bigotry resulting in the persecution of the Jews 


and Catholics in a Central European nation and the world catastrophe involved. 











BRELIEVING that this subject is of such magnitude as to require my undivided time and 
energy in the production of what I sincerely believe will be the greatest motion picture 
produced since the advent of sound, I have resigned my position as Associate Producer 


at the RKO Studios. | 


Will the exception of certain essential newsreel matter, I am planning to make this 
picture in Hollywood with Hollywood personalities and labor. 








URTHERMORE, I have arranged with one of America’s foremost dramatists to asso- 
‘ciate himself with this enterprise and to give me the full benefit of his constructive , 


ability. 

BECAUSE I sincerely believe that in “THE MAD DOG OF EUROPE?” I have the most 
valuable motion picture property ever possessed, and because I wish to take sufficient 
time to prepare and film it with the infinite care that its subject merits, I hereby ask 
the motion picture industry kindly to respect my priority rights. 





GINCE the unofficial announcement of my acquisition of this property I have received tele- 
graphic and other inquiries from exhibitors and others in the industry whose interest 
might be connected with the release or exhibition of this subject. I take this means of 
urging their kind patience until I am prepared to make further definite announcements. 


Sam Jaffe 
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Canned Goods Show 


This is the time of year to sell the 
idea that it’s cooler to open a cou- 
ple of cans than to spend the after- 
noon over a hot stove. Arrange for 
a week’s showing of canned goods 
for local merchants, with samples 
of popular products and, if possible, 
morning lectures on tin can menus, 
along the cooking school idea. If 
there’s a local radio station, it 
might be possible to get the talk 
broadcast. 

It is always possible to crash the 
local paper, particularly sifice the 
merchants should be doing more 
than the usual volume of advertis- 
ng. 
; To be successful contact should 
be made with leading packers 
through jobbers, for displays, dem- 
onstrators and samples, It is pos- 
sible, even in a small town, to get 
up a food show that will mean 
something. 

Merchants should be encouraged 
to make up combination offers with 
a price range of from $1 to $10 and 
be permitted to receive, but not to 
solicit such orders. 

Pin the idea to some such slogan 
as ‘Coolness comes in cans’ or 
‘Cans for cool comfort.’ 





Coin Roulades 


Seems to be about time to give 
the coin wrappers another whirl. 
These are bits of dowel, to be had 
from lumber yards or hardware 
stores, cut the proper length and 
wrapped in the coin wrappers such 
as are used by banks. They are 
printed up with ‘$2 Nickels,’ ‘$5 
Quarters’ and in other denomina- 
tions. 

For a nickel roll the % inch dowel 
is used, cut into three inch lengths. 
Heralds almost three inches wide 
and from eight to 10 inches long 
are printed up for the attraction, 
wrapped around each piece of 
dowel, which is then put into a 
wrapper. 

These are left around in places 
where it might be supposed they 
had been dropped by some change 
maker, the best spots being loca- 
tions such as cigar stores and soda 
counters, though they can also be 
dropped on the street in the busi- 
ness section. For the stores ar- 
rangement is made with the clerk 
to put another in place as soon as 
the one on the counter is taken. 

Similar in idea to the capsule 
gag, but apt to do better work. 


Selling Theme Songs 


With the return of the musicals, 
theme songs are coming back into 
popularity. While the theatre may 
not directly profit from the sale of 
the sheet music and records, there 
is a direct advertising value in the 
plugs. 

One of the old timers was the roof 
plug, with a couple of singers on 
top of a low building, preferably the 
music store, megaphoning the lyr- 
ical news down to the street. An- 
other stunt is to perambulate a 
couple of singers and a pianist on a 
truck. 

Where the police will permit, the 
touring song contest is a winner, 
Same truck and pianist with a 
singer to act as m.c. At each halt 
he sings the song to be plugged and 
then offers a free ticket to the per- 
son most approved by the crowd. 
Judgment by applause, as usual, 
and plenty of excitement. Of course 
the truck should be bannered for 
the theatre and the spiel should 
take in similar mention. It’s a great 
stunt for suburbans to work in 
feeder towns, and can even be 
worked up with advance advertising 
telling when and where the float 
will come. 





—— 


Rural Trade 


It will be a good stunt for Aug- 
ust to offer a free theatre ticket to 
purchasers of round trip tickets on 
interurban busses and stages, some- 
what on the lines of the old Mer- 
chants’ Matinee idea. 

On certain days, other than the 
regular trading days, the lines give 
a theatre ticket in conjunction with 
the transportation at the regular 
price. Company takes up a small 
cut for its own contribution and 
the stores also contribute, which 
makes the theatres cut not more 
than 5 or 10 cents a ticket. 

Idea is that it encourages trade, 
as few will come in from the su- 
burban feeder towns without mak- 
ing some purchases, Tickets are 
distributed only until noon or a lit- 
tle later, to give the travelers 
plenty of time for shopping. 

Merchants get out a co-op page 
in the newspaper to advertise the 
stunt and their bargains or unite 
in the printing and distributing of 
a broadside ad. 

Dressmaking 

One stunt to occupy the children 
through the summer is a doll dress- 
ing contest which should run about 
four weeks and be hinged upon 


Someone to appear about that time. 
A portrait cut not much smaller 
than two inches should be printed 





on a stout card with an outline of 
the body, to give the proportions, 
and well drawn hands and feet. 
Such advertising matter as may be 
desired can be added. 

Cards are given all girls under 12 
or 14 with prizes for those who 
fabricate the neatest dresses from 
cloth or crepe paper. Probably will 
be best to have several age-classes, 
perhaps 8-10, 11-12, and 13 or older. 

Use the best of these for lobby 
and window work. 


Lobby Banners 


Capital back of the lobby banners 
can be made inexpensively by ar- 
ranging a recess or shadow box 
space and fronting this with a 
frame of translucent material. The 
frame should fit exactly in the rab- 
bet of the holder, and can be re- 
tained by small bolts. 

It is faced with a cloth front, 
tightly stretched, dyed the desired 
tint and then rendered translucent 
with water glass (silicate of soda), 
or the material can be common 
newsprint paper rendered light per- 
meable with a coat of cheap var- 
nish properly tinted. The paper 
should be pasted on when decidedly 
damp. In drying out it will stretch 
to drumhead_  tautness. Varnish 
after it dries. 

The idea is to have a pair of 
these frames, one being in place in 
the lobby while the other is in work 
in the paint shop. 

Lights are recessed in the top and 
bottom. 





Revive the Fence 


One of the ideas to have passed 
into the limbo of forgetfulness is 
the fence banner for the lobby. This 
was originally worked for such kid 
pictures as ‘Huckleberry Finn,’ with 
cutout heads of the characters look- 
ing over the fence, which is let- 
tered to suggest amateur hand 
work. This can be done With com- 
poboard, but it is much better if the 
fence is built from actual weath- 
ered lumber. 

One refinement is to select boards 
with knotholes and use these for 
peep boxes, each hole showing a 
scene from the feature. For ‘Elmer 
the Great’ it would be a natural to 
have the fence with invitations to 
peep through the knotholes to see 
the great game, with the stills 
picked to match. 

Another old timer to have been 
sunk is the washline banner, with 
the title lettered on the family wash, 
which should not be too blatantly 
composed of undies. For a high 
lobby this is a hummer and it can 
be just as effective as a marquee 
banner or for a cross the street 
stunt, 


Post-Dated Passes 


Small towner is working a differ- 
ent gag through the summer. At 
the end of June it issued 500 passes 
good any time between Monday and 
Friday the third week in September. 
Only requirement was that the pass 
be stamped each week through the 
summer. There were spaces for 
stamps for July and August and 
the first two weeks of Sept. 

Stamps are put in with a rubber 
stamp, changed weekly, being those 
of an old comic strip character set 
the manager picked up in a toy 
shop. Not required that a ticket 
be purchased at the time the pass 
is stamped, but the holder is right 
there in the lobby, so what? 

Of the original issue more than 
400 are still coming in. Pass is fig- 
ured to have some advertising value 
in that it will be shown others. The 
scheme is working so well financi- 
ally that the originator is already 
planning to lick the pre-Christmas 
slump with a more compact pass 
running from Thanksgiving to the 
second week in Jan. 


Looking For Alice 
Hollywood. 

As a pre-release exploitation stunt 
for its proposed ‘Alice in Wonder- 
land’ Paramount will send Norman 
McLeod, scheduled to direct the pic- 
ture, on a flying tour across the 
country, visiting all key cities. 

Trip will be to look over the sev- 
eral thousand girls who by that 
time are expected to have sent in 
photographs claiming to be the 
‘Alice’ for whom Paramount is look- 
ing. 

Heavy ballyhoo will go with Mc- 
Leod’s air trip, which is planned as 
part of the current exploitation 


with newspapers in various sections | 
of the country and Paramount co- | 


operating in finding the amateur 
best suited for the part. 
Lucky Chair Tickets 
Chicago. 

John Joseph has a tie-up with 
the Tiffin restaurant on a lucky 
chair proposition. Patron who first 
squats in the designated chair gets 
two free tickets to the Palace. 

Menu back-cover devoted to the 
current program at Palace Res- 
taurant big on luncheons trying to 
stimulate dinner trade, 











Simple Boat | 
Perambulating boats have been 
standard ad_e devices, but the | 
cost of the average is apt to deter | 
the cautious manager these da)s. 
But a boat float should not cost 
prohibitively if it is carefully built. 
One used some years ago was 
made of two lengths of bamboo, 
lashed together at either end and 
opened up with spreaders of pine 
1x2 fore and aft the seating sec- 
tion of the car, the latter, a Ford 
sedan, being housed in with a com- 
poboard cabin with two stacks of 
real stovepipe. 

Unbleached cotton was lashed to 
the bamboo, to fall barely clear of 
the pavement, and the front and 
rear were decked over with the 
same material, which made for 
economy as well as lightness. The 
windows in the pilot house permit- 
ted the front and side vision re- 
quired in most states, und the result 
was convincing. The deck house was 
hinged to permit easy storing and 
the boat was used several times be- 
fore it was sold off to a smaller 
town theatre. 

With a number of nautical titles 
coming along, it might be a good 
idea to frame one of these up dur- 
ing the summer slackness against 
the fall season, 


Contest Drew 


Salt Lake City. 

Station KDYL-Capitol theatre 
search for beauty contest ended 
with the introduction of the win- 
ning boy and girl, and three runners 
up in each group, to the theatre 
audience and over the _ station's 
microphone. 

Sybil Woody and Bryant Burgess, 
winners, left immediately for Holly- 
wood for screen and voice tests. 
Winners from Provo, Twin Falis 
and Boise also travelled in the 
chartered bus under chaperonage of 
Helen Garrity, L. Marcus Theatre's 
p.a. 

Contest lined up three hundred 
of Utah's prettiest girls and around 
hundred and fifty ambitious males. 
Entire exploitation and promotion 
was carried on over the air, with 
local merchants paying for the time 
in return for commercial announce- 
ments and contributing merchan- 
dise prizes for the runners-up. 


Picnic Profits 


Theatre in a neighborhood which 
is given to sponsored picnics figures 
it’s no use to try and buck the 
events. Each political or social club 
is bound to have its own event, and 
since they cannot be dissuaded, the 
theatre has been working a number 
of co-operatives. 

Most of the events announce the- 
atre tickets and mention titles as 
prizes in the inevitable games, some 
get a limited season pass for a gate 
prize, and in the case of the largest 
outing of the season the winners of 
all sports events are to be given 
their prizes at the theatre the fol- 
lowing evening. They get tickets, 
but their friends all buy in. 

Seems to be no use being nasty 
about opposition. Only thing, then, 
is to make the event help as much 
as possible. 








Idle Space 


Recently a New York theatre 
used a shadowgraph on the mar- 
quee for the current picture. Face 


evening a flashing light brought 
up the shadows of the cutouts be- 
tween the screen and the lamp. 

With daylight saving this became 
effective around half past eight or 
nine o'clock in the evening, and the 
house opened at 10 A. M. It did not 
seem to occur to anyone to use a 
front curtain on which a daylight 
advertisement could be painted, and 
so the space remained idle during 
the greater part of the selling time. 

If you use the shadowgraph idea, 
it's a good plan to paint part of the 
sign on the outside of the screen 
with the shadows completing the 
display. Gets more attention that 
way. 


Vacation Exhibit 

It is not too late to stage a vaca- 
tion exhibit, the actual exhibit to 
be held toward the end of Septem- 
ber. 

Stunt should be announced well 
in advance, with the offer of prizes 
for the best sets of vacation pictures 
certified to have been made during 
the current year. If desired there 
may be sets of prizes for the best 
singles, collections of fives and 10s, 
Each exhibit is to be nounted as a 
whole with proper captions, and 
the theatre can plan to show them 
in the large mezzanine, if there is 
one, in the inner lobby, in a vacant 
store near the theatre or at photo- 
graphic supply stores. 

Select some such title as the ‘My 
Vacation’ exhibit. Select reliable 
judges or award by ballot. The lat- 
ter particularly applies where the 
exhibit is held inside the theatre. 

Works well for city nabes as well 
as smaller towns and with news- 
paper co-operation, it can carry an 
entire city. 





Year’s Program Trailer 


The Paramount innovation in 
Paris last year of a ‘Livre d’Or 
Filme,’ the name given to a film 
especially prepared for exhibitors 
as a sales and publicity angle on 
the activities of the Hollywood and 
Saint-Maurice or Joinville studios, 
is to be repeated this year. 

In addition, Paramount has got- 
ten out a handsome ‘Livre d@’Or Im- 
prime,’ or ‘golden guide _ book,’ 
printed in colors, as a follow-up of 
the extracts from the 1933-1934 
productions shown in the publicity 
film which runs for almost an hour. 

Both the picture and the book 
contain scenes from the 26 finished 
productions for the year and an an- 
nouncement that four more features 
are to be added. 

Paramount is the only film com- 
pany in France which utilizes this 
method of propaganda. In future, 
the announcement brochure will be 
presented to exhibitors, annually, 
along with the composite film of 
the year’s output. 


Summer Selling 


It's always a good point to sell 
the theatre along with the picture, 
but in summer it’s a better idea to 
put the theatre first and sell it as 
a comfortable place of entertain- 
ment above the current features, 

One of the best ways in many 
spots is to adopt the open letter 
form of advertising, with a well- 
worded comment on the properly 
controlled cooling system and other 
house inducements, with mention 
at the bottom of the current show 





of the screen was blank, but in the 


and the underline. 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 





Akron, O. 
Cc. E. Prinsen now manager of 
Palace, recently acquired from RKO 
by Chatfield Theatres, 





Sandusky. O. 
State, operated by Warners, has 
been turned back to its owners, 
Seitz Theatres. 





Leipsig, O. 
Cc. J. Stechschulte is receiver for 
local Mystic on application of first 
mortgagee. Under management of 
R. E. Wanamaker, 


-_— 





Delphos. O. 
Receiver operating Star theatre 
here. House closed, Leo Jones and 
Ted Vermes were operating under 
arrangement with owner. 





New Salem, O. 
Norman: Briton with Opera house 
it New Salem, is now operating 
Ohio theatre, Belleville, O. CGC. E 
Hall former owner. j 





Denver. 

Westland Theatres opened the 
Kiva, 500-seater, at Greeley, Colo. 

Harry Nolan has received his two 
houses, the Mesa at Grand Junction 
and the Rex at Greeley, back from 
Publix. 

Temple Devilviss moved from 
Portales, N. M., to Greeley, where 
he will manage the Kiva 


mount at Colorado Springs (re- 
named Chief) and Colorado and 
Pueblo at Pueblo. Retaining man- 
agers—Larry Starsmore at Springs 
and Clare Woods and Johnny Saun- 
ders at Pueblo. 

R. E. Griffith Theatres and Rus- 
sell Hardwick have pooled Lyceum 
and Mesa theatres at Clovis, N. M. 
Hardwick will manage. 

Everett Cole, owner of the Rialto 
at Alamosa, and mayor there, has 
bought the Princess at Del Norte, 
installed sound and reopened it. 
Closed a year. 





Bronx, N. Y. C. 
Rosenfeld Bros. and Satz are the 
latest to find out that the Jerome 
theatre can’t get the business. Trio 
have vacated the house after a brief 
tenancy. 
Pittsburgh. 
Joe Kreeman now manager of the | 
Manos, Greensburg, Pa. Torry Ca- |} 
vallo goes to the Liberty in New| 
Kensington 





Los Angeles. 
With Hal Neides back 


Alexander, Glendale, from his 


cation, Floyd Menneily has. re- 
turned to his former post at the 
California, Glendale. 


Ted Cunningham has replaced 
Robert Harris as manager of the |! 





Westland Theatres bought Para- 


Granada, Ontario. fi 


Prints Win Watch 
Cleveland 

Simple but always popular radio 
plug for any picture is the finger- 
print stunt that Frank Moneyhun 
of Loew's theatres has revived over 
local radio station. 

Circuit is contracted for only 
three-minute movie announcements 
daily but works them for a triple 
play. Besides mentioning current 
ace picture, Moneyhun catches ears 
of radio contest bugs by offering 
$50 wrist watch and theatre tickets 
to the listener whose fingerprints 
comes closest to matching those of 
picture’s star. 

Stunt brought in 350 fingerprinted 
posteards in first half week from 
fans. 

Progressive 
The Hague. 

As legit is dull business now, 
Adolph Engers, enterprising actor- 
manager at Rotterdam, advertises 
his show in Tivoli theatre, Rotter- 
dam, with special attractions 
thrown in. Play on bills is ‘The 
Spider,’ a thriller by Hungarian au- 
thor, Ernoe Keleman, translated 
into Dutch by Engers, who also 
produces plays. Every 25th ticket- 
buyer at boxoffice gets two seats 
free, the 1,000th gets a bike free 
and 10,000th a present of a motor- 
bike. Two nonstop performances 
at 7 and 9 p.m. Top seats, tax in- 
cluded only 35 cents and lowest a 
dime! 


Gratis Plug 

Portland, Ore. 
Andy Saso never admitted this 
bit of exploitation for the Oriental, 
showing ‘Be Mine Tonight.’ Thomas 
Mannella, visiting Italian news cor- 
respondent, plugged the U. picture 
gratuitously by telling 16 people to 
tell 16 others, etc., how good it was. 
Then he sent Andy Saso a list of 
the 16 names and addresses he con- 
tacted free of charge. Third link 
of that grapevine chain would have 
filled the house. Evidently it 
helped, as the pix ran mightly for 
two smash weeks. Mannella just 
did it because he liked the picture. 
There should be a monument to 

him some place in picturedom., 





And Beer 


Pittsburgh. 
Penn theatre, billing ‘Mama 
Loves Papa,’ opening Friday (21), 
as a world's premiere, has effected 
a tie-up with the local Fort Pitt 
Brewing Company, with 4% con- 


cern passing out thousands of 
hand-bills stating that “‘Mama 
Loves Papa’ because he brings 


home a case of Fort Pitt.’” 








Ban Marquee Clutter in 


Theatre Housecleaning 





Los Angeles, July 17. 

In an agreement made between 
the Los Angeles Board of Building 
and Safety and all local theatres, 
house marquees and facades for the 
next 90.days will be cleared of ev- 
erything except fabric banners with 
the exception of neon price signs 
above the marquee. This will take 
cutouts, heavy displays and other 
bric-a-brac off theatre fronts. 

Pact, with W. H. (Bud) Lollier 
representing the theatres, will be 
tried out for the three-month period 
and if satisfactory will be continued 
permanently. Theatres have 10 days 
in which to tear down any junk now 
standing. 


Teitel Reopens Playhouse 


—————a 





Chicago, July 17. 

World Playhouse on Michigan 
boulevard reopened Saturday (15) 
under Abe Teitel’s lesseeship. Teitel 
was in on the previous regime prior 
to the house closing about a month 
ago. 

Joseph Vicedomini, veteran local 
exhib, is manager. 

Vilma Banky and Victor Varconiin 
‘The Rebel,’ a foreign-made Univer- 
sal release, current. Scaled 35c to 6 
and 50c thereafter. Divans still 75c, 





Mississippi After Winner 


Los Angeles, July 17 
As a result of the success of W. H., 
(Bud) Lollier’s campaign against a 
10% amusement tax in Arizona 
several weeks ago, the Mississippi 


at the Theatre Owners’ association for- 
Va-| warded a request for a resume of 
jhis fight which the Fox West Coast 
officials have sent them, 


Arruments will be used in a siml- 
ir fight in Mississippi, which has 
id the 10% tax for the past year 
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DOLORES DEL RIO, alluringly lovely in ‘‘Dance 
of Desire,” keeps her complexion flawless with Lux 
Toilet Soap. “‘I find it excellent for the skin,”’ she says. 
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HELEN MACK—bewitching in “Son of Kong’— DOROTHY JORDAN, more irresistible than ever GINGER ROGERS, whose engaging charm en- 
in “One Man’s Journey,”’ says, “This soap keepsmy _livens ‘“‘Rafter Romance’”’ tells you: “Screen stars 


skin beautifully soft! I’ve used it for a good many __ especially must give the most careful attention to 
years, and from the very beginning I noticed the their skin. Lux Toilet Soap helps keep mine exqui- 
improvement in my complexion.” sitely smooth.” Her close-ups prove it! 


is devoted to fragrant, white Lux Toilet Soap. 
“To keep the appeal of Youth, exquisitely smooth 
skin is essential. I’ve found Lux Toilet Soap an 
invaluable help,”’ she tells you. 
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: TRENE DUNNE’S close-ups in “Ann Vickers” 
EN will win your heart! “I find that the faithful use of 
\ Lux Toilet Soap keeps my skin in perfect condition,” 

i she says. 











Their greatest charm? A flawless skin! “We use Lux Toilet 


Soap to keep it lovely,” these lovely RKO-Radio stars declare. 


most beautiful women in the world—the 

most admired—the most beloved! Notice this, 

when you see them on the screen: No matter how 

different their features are—every screen star has a 
perfectly marvelous complexion! 

They must keep complexions perfect to pass the 
exacting close-up tests! Cameras reveal the tiniest 
flaw, the slightest imperfection. To be alluring—to 
win hearts as every screen star must—smooth, clear 
skin is absolutely essential. 


Most stars depend on fragrant, white Lux Toilet 
Soap to keep this priceless charm, Of the 694 
important Hollywood actresses, including all stars, 
actually 686 use this simple, inexpensive complexion 
care! Their preference for Lux Toilet Soap is so 
overwhelming that it has been made the official 
soap in the large RKO-Radio studio—in other 
great film studios, too! 

Try Lux Toilet Soap for smoother, lovelier skin! 
Buy two or three cakes today—and use it regularly. 





SRG - “Sg 





HELEN BRODERICK; 
@ppearing in “Flying Down 
to Rio.” “Lux Toilet Soap 
is a treasure. I always use 
it!” this fascinating star says. 


FRANCES DEE, s0 lovely 
in “Headline Shooter,” says 
of this fine white soap, “Lux 
Toilet Soap is magic for the 
skin! I use it faithfully.” 


ARLINE JUDGE in “Fly- 
ing Devils.” “Lux Toilet 
Soap keeps my skin always 
softly smooth and clear,” 
this youthful star declares. 


DOROTHY WILSON, ap- 
pearing in “Fools’ Gold.” “I 
find Lux Toilet Soap delight- 
ful for keeping skin youth- 
fully smooth,” she says. 


PERT KELTON, of “Bed 
of Roses,” says: “With this 
delightful, caressing soap, I 
know I safeguard my pre- 
cious youthful complexion!”’ 


JUNE BREWSTER, 
charming in “‘Headline 
Shooter.”’ Another star who 
uses Lux Toilet Soap says 
“It keeps my skin smooth.” 
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Hollywood Productions 


Week of July 17 


(Pictures now filming, or about to start, are listed below alphabetically 


by studios. 
COLUMBIA 


‘Fury of the Jungle’ 
(3rd week) 
D—Roy Wm. Neill 
A Horace McCoy 
Kthel Hill 
Dore Schary 
Cast: 
Victor Jory 
Helen Twelvetrees 
Alan Dinehart 
Noel Madison 
Walter Connolly 
Toshia Morey 
Clarence Muse 
redrik Vogeding 
‘My Woman’ 
(3rd week) 
D— Victor Schertzinger 
A—Brian Marlowe 
Cas 
Nancy Carroll 
Wallace Ford 


Donald Cook 
‘Man’s Castle’ 


(ist week) 
P—Frank Borzage 
A-—-Lauren Hazard 
Casi: 

Loretta Young 


Spencer Tracy 
Helen MacKellar 
Walter Connolly 
FOX 
‘Shanghai Madness’ 

(ith week) 
D—John Blystone 
A—Frederick H. Brennan 

Austin Parker 
C—Lee Garmes 
Cast: 

Spencer Tracy 

Fay Wray 

Eugene Palette 

Herbert Mundin 

Maude Eburne 

‘Dr. Bull’ 

(ith week) 
D—John Ford ; 
A-—James Gould Cozzens 

Paul Green 

Jane Storm 
C—Geo. Schneiderman 


st: 

Will Rogers 
Vera Allen 
T.ouise Dresser 
Marian Nixon 
Ralph Morgan 
Howard Lally 
Andy Devine 
Berton Churchill 


‘Charlie Chan’s Greatest 
Case’ 


(2nd week) 
D—Hamilton MacFadden 
A—Earl Derr Biggers 

Lester Cole 
Marion Orth 
C—FErnest Palmer 
Cast: 
Warner Oland 
Heather Angel 
Roger Imhoff 
John Warburton 
Walter Byron 
Frank Atkinson 
Virginia Cherrill 
Worst Woman in 
(Jesse Lasky) 

(2nd week) 
D—Monta Bell 
A—Monta Bell 

Martin Brown 
C—Brnest Palmer 
Cast 


Paris’ 





Benita Hume 
Adolphe Menjou 
Harvey Stephens 
‘My Weakness’ 
(2nd week) 
D—David Butler 
A-—David Butler 
B. G. DeSylva 
Bert Hanlon 
Ben Ryan 
C—aArthur Miller 


"Cast: 


Lillian Harvey 
Lew Ayres 
Sid Silvers 
Charles Butterworth 
Harry Langdon 
Irene Bentley 
Dixie Francis 
Barbara Weeks 
Marcelle Edwards 
Susan Fleming 
Mary Howard 
Shirley Lloyd 
Marjorie King 
Gladys Blake 
Jean Allen 
‘Smoky’ 

(ist week) 
D—Eugene Ford 
A—Will James 

Paul Perez 
INTERNATIONAL 
(Ralph Like-Willis Kent) 
‘Don Hank of Boston’ 

(ist week) 
D—Sam Neufeld 
A—Hustons L, Adams 
Cast: 
J. Farrell MacDonald 

Fred Kohler 

Phyllis Barrington 

Don Alvarado 
METRO 
‘Eskimo’ 

(16th week) 
D—W. S. Van Dyke 
A— Peter Freuchen 
C—Clyde De Vinna 
Cast 

All Native 
‘Dancing Lady’ 

(5th week) 
D—Robert Z. Leonard 
A—James Warner Bellah 


P. G. Wolfson 
Allan Rivkin 
C—Oliver Marsh 


Cast: 

Joan Crawford 
Clark Gable 
Franchot Tone 
Grant Mitchell 
Frank Morgan 
Jean Malin 
Ted Healy 
Winnie Lightner 
Jean Howard 
Ferdinand Gottschalk 
Florine McKinney 

‘Turn Back the Clock’ 


(5th week) 
D—Edgar Selwyn 
A—Edgar Seiwya 

Ben Hecht 
C—Halil Rosson 


Symbols are: 


D—Director, 


Mae Clarke 
John Halliday 
Otto Kruger 
Clara Blandick 
Peggy Shannon 
Charles Grapewin 
Cc. Henry Gordon 
‘Beauty Parlor’ 
(2nd week) 
D—Richard Boleslavsky 
A—Faith Baldwin 
Zelda Sears 
Eve Green 
C—Jimmy Howe 
Cast 
Otto Kruger 
Madge Evans 
May Robson 
Alice Brady 
Una Merkel 
Hienry Travers 
Eddie Nugent 
Florine McKinney 
Phillips Holmes 
Gilbert Roland 
Isabel Jewell 
Hedda Hopper 
Louise Carter 
‘The Late Christopher 
Bean’ 
(2nd week) 
D—Sam Wood 
A—Sidney Howard 
C—Bill Daniels 
Cast: 
Marie Dressler 
Lionel Barrymore 
Jean Hersholt 
George Calouris 


‘Bombshell’ 


{ist week) 
D—Victor Fleming 
Caroline Francke 
Mack Crane 
Cast: 

Jean Harlow 
Lee Tracy 
Willard Mack 


“Penthouse’ 


(ist week) 
D—wW. S. Van Dyke 
A—Arthur Somers Roche 
Al Hackett 
Frances Goodrich 


‘Stage Mother’ 


(ist week) 
D—Charles Brabin 
A—Bradford Ropes 
Cast: 

Alice Brady 
Franchot Tone 
Maureen O'Sullivan 


METROPOLITAN 
(Monogram) 
‘Rangers’ Code’ 
(2nd week) 
D—Robt. N. Bradbury 
A—Robt. N. Bradbury 
Harry O. Jones 
C—Archie Stout 
Cast: 
Bob Steele 
Doris Hill 
Geo. Nash 
Gordon DeMaine 
Dick Dickenson 
Ed. Brady 
Geo. Hayes 
Lafe McKee 
Si Jenks 


PARAMOUNT 
‘The Way to Love’ 


(5th week) 
D—Norman Taurog 
A—Gene Fowler 

Benj. Blazer 
Claude Binyon 
Frank Butler 
C—Charles Lang 
Cast: 
Maurice Chevallier 
Sylvia Sidney 
E. E. Horton 
Arthur Pierson 
Minna Gombell 
Blanche Fridericl 
Nydia Westman 
George Rigas 
Douglas Dumbrille 
Sidney Toler 
Grace Bradley 
Arthur Houseman 


‘Duck Soup’ 


(3rd week) 
D—Leo McCarey 
A—Bert Kalmar 

Harry Ruby 
trover Jones 
C—Henry Sharp 
Cast: 
Four Marx Brothers 
Louis Calhern 
Margaret Dumont 
Verna Hillie 
Leonid Kinsky 
Raquel Torres 
‘I'm No Angel’ 

(2nd week) 
D—Wesley Ruggles 
A—Mae West 
C—Lee Tover 
Cast: 

Mae West 

Cary Grant 
Edward Arnold 
Russell Hopton 
Kent Taylor 
Gertrude Michael 
Gregory Ratoff 
Dorothy Peterson 
Wm. Davidson 
Ralf Harolde 


‘Too Much Harmony’ 
(3rd week) 
D—Edward Sutherland 
A—Joseph Mankiewicz 
C—Theodor Sparkuhl 
Cast: 
Bing Crosby 
Judith Allen 
Jack Oakie 
Skeets Gallagher 
Harry Green 
Kitty Kelly 
Lilyan Tashman 
Ned Sparks 
Grace Bradley 
Shirley Grey 
‘Torch Singer’ 
(2nd week) 


D—Alexander Hall 
George Somnes 

A—Grace Perkins 
Doris Malloy 
Bradley King 
Doris Anderson 

C—Karl Struss 

Cast: 
Claudette Colbert 
Ricardo Cortez 
Lyda Robert 
Baby Leroy 
Johns Halliday 
‘To the Last Man’ 

(2nd week) 
D—Henry Hathaway 





A—Author, C—Cameraman.) 


A—7Zane Grey 
Gerald Geraghty 
Agnes Brand Leahy 
Cast 
Buster Crabbe 
Jack LaRue 
Ester Ralston 
Noah Beery 
Gail Patrick 
Fuzzy Knight 
Barton MacLane 
Muriel Kirkland 
James C. Eagles 
‘Golden Harvest’ 
(Chas. R. Rogers) 
(2nd week) 
D—Ralph Murphy 
A—Nina Wilcox Putnam 
Casey Robinson 
Cast: 
Richard Arlen 
Chester Morris 
Genevieve Tobin 
PATHE 
(Allied) 
‘Red Kisses’ 
(ist week) 
D—Phil Rosen 
A—Adele Buffington 
Will Ahearn 
Chas. E. Blaney 
Harry C. Blaney 
Cast 
Dorothy MacKail 
RADIO 
‘Ace of Aces’ 
(5th week) 
D—J. Walter Ruben 
A—John Monk Saunders 
H. W. Hannemann 
C—Henry Cronjager 
Cast: 
Richard Dix 
Elizabeth Allen 
Bill Cagney 
Theodore Newton 
Arthur Jarrett 
Ralph Bellamy 


‘Beautiful’ 


(ist week) 

D—AI Santell 
A—Humphrey Pearson 

Myles Connolly 

Mildred Cram 
Cast: 

Ann Harding 

Wm. Gargan 


‘Little Women’ 


(4th week) 
D—Geo. Cukor 
A—Louisa May Olcott 

Sarah Y,. Mason 

Victor Heerman 
C—Henry Gerrard 
Cast: 

Katharine Hepburn 

Joan Bennett 

Frances Dee 

Jean Parker 

Paul Lukas 

Louise Closser Hale 

Eric Linden 

Henry Stephenson 

Spring Byington 

John David Lodge 

‘Ann Vickers’ 


(3rd week) 
D—John Cromwell 
A—Sinclair Lewis 

Jane Murfin 
C—Dave Abet 
Cast: 
Irene Dunne 
Walter Huston 
Edna May Oliver 
Conrad Nagel 
Bruce Cabot 
Sam Hardy 
Mitchell Lewis 
Kitty Kelly 
Ferdinand Gottschalk 
SENNETT 


‘Notorious But Nice’ 
(Chesterfield) 


(2nd week) 
D—Richard Thorpe 
C—M, A. Anderson 
Cast: 

Betty Compson 
Marian Marsh 
Don Dilloway 
John St. Polis 
Jane Keckley 
Robert Frazer 
Wilfred Lucas 
Carroll Naish 
Henry Kolker 
Rochelle Hudson 
Dewey Robinson 
Robert Ellis 


TIFFANY 
(Helen Mitchell) 
‘Waffles’ 


(2nd week) 
D—Warren Millais 
A—Helen Mitchell 
C—Peverell Marley 
Cast: 

Sarl Maritza 
Buster Collier, Jr. 
Alan Mowbray 
Ivan Simpson 
Grace Valentine 
Monaei Lindley 
Barbara Luddy 
Mary Lee Manning 
Jack DeWees 
Bob James 

Rex Armond 
Mildred Gover 
Johnny Hyams 
Leila Macintyre 
Tom Kress 

Diana Devine 


UNITED ARTISTS 
*‘The Bowery’ 


(20th Century) 
(2nd week) 
D—Raoul Walsh 
A—Marco L. Simmong 
Rogow Solomon 
Howard Estabrook 
James Gleason 
C—Bert Glennon 
Cast: 
Wallace Beery 
George Raft 
Fay Wray 
Jackie Cooper 
Pert Kelton 
UNIVERSAL 
‘Saturday’s Millions’ 
(Ist week) 
D—Edward Sedgwick 
A—Lucian Cary 
Dale Van Every 
Cast: 
Leila Hyams 
Robert Young 


‘Four Wise Girls’ 


(3rd week) 
D—E. A. Dupont 
A—William Hurlbut 
John Francis Larkin 


STEFFES NO LIKE 


— 


Attacks MPTOA Code—Will 
test to Washington 


Pro- 





Minneapolis, July 17. 

W. A. Steffes, president and busi- 
ness manager of Northwest Allied 
States, has issued a statement at- 
tacking the MPTOA trade code as 
‘containing practically everything 
which has proved objectionable and 
harmful to independent exhibitors.’ 

Steffes will file a protest, he says, 
against the proposed code with 
General Hugh Johnson, administra- 
tor under the federal recovery law. 


Sunday Benefits 
Given Blow Around 
Pittsburgh—All Off? 


Pittsburgh, July 17. 


Sunday benefit show thing in this 
district apparently doomed with the 
action of ministerial association in 
nearby Ambridge last week when 
clerics forced burgess to declare a 
ban on the practice. 

With blue law still in force in this 
state, theatres have been getting 
around it by going to different relief 
and church organizations, getting 
them to sponsor all-day Sunday 
shows and then turning over to 
them varying gross percentages. 
Stunt has been worked to death 
locally all year, with even the big 
de luxers going: in for it occasion- 
ally. City officials, rather than in- 
cur the wrath of the relief bodies, 
have closed their eyes to the Sunday 
benefits. 

Upshot in Ambridge came when 
the body that was to have bene- 
fited from the Sunday show claimed 
it had been chiseled down on its 
share of the gross. It seems a 25% 
split was agreed upon, but relief or- 
ganization insisted it got less than 
that. 

The other side of the story is that 
a political war in the nearby bor- 
ough made it expedient for the Sun- 
day shows to be called off until fali 
at least. 


10c at Blue Mouse 


i Tacoma, July 1T. 

Shutters off John MHamrick’s 
Blue Mouse which opened with first 
run at 10c till 5 p. m. and then 20c. 

This is a slam for Moore's Ri- 
alto, which has been going big 
across the alley at 10c until 7 with 
ancients. 


CONSELMAN’S WEEKLY 
Hollywood, July 17. 
William ConseIman, under writer 
contract at the Fox studio for sev- 
eral years, is off the contract list 
but remains on a week-to-week 
basis. 
Paul 
dropped. 

















Green, writer, has 


been 
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REALESTATERS BACK 


H. & B. May Try Pop Pictures at 
Casino in N. Y. 

Haring & Blumenthal, coming 
back into show business in a bigger 
way than prior to branching into 
real estate a few years, may take 
over the Casino, New York, for pic- 
tures. H. & B. are angling for the 
house. Closed house will probably 
be {rst run at pop scales with pic- 
tures or anything that can be found. 

As real estaters after selling out 
their New Jersey circult a few years 
ago, H. & B. have established a 
large business in Westchester. 


LANDLORD RENT CLAIMS 
IN FEDERAL DECISION 


While it may still be necessary to 
go into court on a test case to de- 
cide the point, Paramount rests 
much easier concerning possibility 
of future rents as creditor claims 
(from landlords) following a deci- 


sion by the United States Circuit 
Court of Appeals in a recent chain 
store bankruptcy. 

In this decision, which will be 
brought under scrutiny as soon as 
obtainable, the higher federal court 
held that the rent rule was not 
changed by the new bankruptcy act, 
Par is advised. 

In that it would mean millions in 
future rent as added claims against 
both Parrmount Publix and Publix 
Enterprises if provable under the 
new laws, attorneys are anxious to 
get the C. C. decision to see if it es- 
tablishes a strong enough precedent 
in disapproving all claims that in- 
clude future rents, a few of which 
are already in for Publix Enter- 
prises. 

Under the old bankruptcy laws 
future rents under leases were not 
provable. 











Few New Deals for 
Operators Coming Up 


New contracts will be negotiated 
this year between N. Y. operators, 
Local 306, and a half dozen minor 
independents, all other agreements 
remaining in force for another year 
through cuts that were granted 
since signing. 

Efforts for radical reduction will 
be made by the few indies whose 
contracts expire Aug. 31, but no in- 
dication to date as to what will be 
asked. 

Negotiations probably will not be 
opened until next month when the 
demands are made. 








C—Tony Gaudio 
Cast: 
June Knight 
Neil Hamilton 
Sally O'Neil 
Dorothy Burgess 
Mary Cartisle 
George E. Stone 
Edmund Breese 
Richard Carl 
Oscar Apfel 
‘The Invisible Man’ 
(4th week) 
D—James Whale 
A—H. G. Wells 
R. C. Sherrift 
C—Arthur Edson 
Cast: 
Claude Rains 
William Harrigan 
Gloria Stuart 
Dudley Digges 
Henry Travers 
Una O'Connor 
Herbert Corthell 
Forrester Harvey 


‘Only Yesterday’ Cast: 


Wm. Hurlbut 


Billie Burke 
Reginald Denny 
Marie Prevost 
Franklin Pangborna 
Gay Seabrook 
Benita Hume 
Edna May Oliver 
Ruth Clifford 
Edgar Norton 
Robert McWade 
‘Peanuts’ Byron 
Jean Hart 
Herbert Corthell 
Caryl Lincoln 
Hugh Enfield 
Walter Catlett 
Julia Faye 
Richard Tucker 
Jack Richardson 
Mrs. Wilfred North 
Robert Ellis 
Florence Lake 
Astrid Allwyn 
June Clyde 
Betty Blythe 
Barry Norton 


Geo. 


Cast: 


Cast: 





Sidney Bracey 


Dorothy Christy 
Jean Sorel 
Cissy Fitzgerald 
Shelia Manners 
Crauford Kent 
Ferdinand Munier 
Mabel Marden 
Oscar Apfel 
Onslow Stevens QD 
Tom O’Brien 
Natalie Moorhead 
Lucille Powers 
Berton Churchill 
Joyce Compton 
Noel Francis 
James Flavin 
Leon Waycoft 
Arthur Hoyt 
Geneva Mitchell 
Dorothy Grainger 
‘Love, Honor and Oh, Baby’ 
(3rd week) 
D—Eddie Buzzell 
A—Howard Lindsay 
Bertram Robinson 
Norman Krasna 
C—George Robinson 


Slim Summerville 


(ith week) ‘ 
D—John M, Stahi Zasu Pitts 
A—John M. Stahl Donald Meek 


Lucille Gleason 
ieorge Barbier 


C—Merritt Gerstad 

Cast: ~ vain Purnell Pratt ‘Female’ 
Margaret Sullavan ‘Gordon of Ghost City’ (Ist week) 
John Boles (Serial) D-—Wm. Dieterle 


(5th week) 
D—Ray Taylor 
A—Peter B. Kyne 

Ella O'Neil 
Clymptona 
Basil Dickie 
Harry Hoyt 
Ralph Adair 

Het Manheim dD 
C—John Hickson 


Buck Jones 
Madge Bellamy 
William Desmond 
Francis Ford 
Walter Miller 
Hugh Enfield 
‘Trail Drive’ 
(Ken Maynard) 
(3rd week) 
D—Alan James 
A—Alan James 
C—-Ted McCord 


Ken Maynard 
Cecilia Parker 


William Gould 
Frank Rice 
Fern Emmett 
Bob Kortman 
WARNER 
Footlight Parade’ 
(Sth week) 
-Lloyd Bacon 
A—Mark Sanfield 
Manuel Seff 
James Seymour 
C—Sol Polito 
Geo. Barnes 
Cast: 
James Cagney 
Joan Blondell 
Ruby Keeler 
Dick Powell 
Philip Faversham 
Hugh Herbert 
Frank McHugh 
Arthur Hohl 
Gordon Westcott 
Claire Dodd 
Dorothy Tennant 
Rene Whitney 
Juliette Ware 
Herman Bing 
Paul Porcasi 
Guy Kibbee 
Wm. Granger 
Chas. Wilson 


A—Gene Markey 
Kathryn Scola 
Cast 
Ruth Chatterton 
ieorge Brent 
George Blackwood 
‘The World Changes’ 
(2nd week) 
-Mervyn Le Roy 
A—Sheridan Gibney 
Edward Chodorov 
C—Sol Polito 
Cast: 
Paul Muni 
Mary Astor 
Aline MacMahon 
Guy Kibbe 
Anna Q. Nilsson 
‘Kennel Murder Case’ 
(Ist week) 
D—Michael Curtiz 
A—S. 8S. Van Dine 
Robert Lee 
Peter Milne 
Cast 
William Powell 





N. Y. Local No. 


Permit men in the New York 
operators’ union, local No. 306, num- 
bering 600, are standing pat follow- 
ing the decision against 237 of this 
group which sought to force regular 
membership in the local and return 
of the assessments paid since en. 
trance, handed down Thursday (13) 
by Justice Riegelmann in Brooklyn, 
N. Y., supreme court. Though the 
decision provides that permit men 
are entitled to their initiation feeg 
and security deposits, if resigning 
from the union, moves in this direc. 
tion are not anticipated. 

The court does not permit the re- 
turn of the 10% and 20% which have 
been taken out of weekly salaries 
right along, but gives the permit 
members one of two alternatives, 
They may put in the'r applications 
for membership as card (regular) 
men for action by 306 or may resign, 
whereupon they are to receive tho 
initiation-security fees from 306 less 
any claims held by the union. 


When Ineligible 


Permit men, if resigning, take 
themselves out of the New York 
jurisdiction as eligible to work in 
picture theatres holding No. 306 
contracts. 

On coming into 306 as apprentices 
for the privilege of working, ordi- 
narily at a lower scale than paid 
card members, operators must put 
up $500. This includes the initiation 
fee, security against ruin of film or 
equipment for which the union 
might be liable and loans made by 
the union. Considering loans and 
security, the amount canot go below 
$325. 

The system of permit men was 
worked out partially by 306 to en- 
able employment by some theatres 
of union men who were less skilled 
than card members and were about 
the maximum theatres could afford. 

In ruling that permit men were 
not members of 306, but that the 
union did not have to return 10% 
and 20% assessments paid in weekly 
during period of employment, Jus- 
tice Riegelmann also held that no 
new members could be added to 
either the regular or permit men 
roster of local until the membership 
applications of the latter group had 
been either rejected or accepted, 
This places the permit men first in 
line if card membership list is to be 
increased, 





Trial of the 237 permit men 
against No. 306 was bitterly fought, 
hearing of the action consuming 


about three weeks. Due to the cost 
of this trial and any further action, 
it is doubted if there will be an 
appeal. 


NO WB YEAR BOOK, 
ONLY TRADE SHOWS 


There will be no year book from 
Warner Bros. for the '33-'34 prod- 
uct, only major not putting its pro- 
gram on paper, Competitors might 
use the advance on lineup, such as 
titles, types of stories, etc., in try- 
ing to steal a march, WBites say. 

Darryl Zanuck, anathema to WB, 
is mentioned specifically in this di- 
rection. 

Zealously guarding information on 
its next program, not tipping to 
anyone at the moment what it will 
consist of, Warners plan _ trade 
showings for exhibitors in lieu of 
no year book, 

Trade shows will be held as late 
as September in each of the Warner 
exchanges, with exhibitors in each 
branch zone invited to attend. In 
order to screen a minimum of 15 
pictures by that time, plus advance 
on the balance of the program, in- 
cluding shorts, the trade exhibitions 
will consume at least three days in 
each exchange. 

For the new season Warners will 
have 60 features. 


Rent Judgment in Buffalo 


suffalo, July 17 
Judgment for $11,797 against the 











Chippewa Theatre Corp., lessee of 
the Great Lakes theatre, was re- 
covered here by J. & D, H. Coplon, 


owner of the building. 

Chippewa Corp. is said to be @ 
Loew's subsidiary and subleased the 
theatre to Shea-Publix which op- 
erated it up until a couple of months 
ago. Loew's is reported to have re- 
taken the house but reports are de- 
nied it will be reopened by Loew 
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On the occasion of its 


10 Birthday, the happy 
family of M-G-M- presents 


Pictures in 1933-34 





6 SPECIALS 


NIGHT FLIGHT CLARK GABLE, JOHN & LIONEL BARRYMORE, HELEN HAYES. ROBERT MONTGOMERY, MYRNA LOY 
in the cast. “Night Flight”’ is based on the French prize novel which has its locale in South America. A giane 
production under the direction of Clarence Brown. 


HOLLYWOOD p ARTY MARIE DRESSLER, JOAN CRAWFORD, JEAN HARLOW, JIMMY DURANTE, LUPE VELEZ, 
JACK PEARL, CHARLES BUTTERWORTH, NILS AST. HER, LEE TRACY, JEAN HERSHOLT, 
ALBERTINA RASCH DANCERS, WALT. DISNEY “SILLY SYMPHONY” and many more Big Names .«. that's just part of **Hollywood Party,” 


. agrand musical screen story developed by Edmund Goulding and Howard Dietz into what will be a revolutionary screen attraction. Dialogue by 


Herbert Fields. Music by Rodgers & Hart. Additional music by Brown & Freed. Director Edmund Goulding. 
+ 


M ARIE DRESSLER Her own special starring production! Beloved Marie Dressler, idol of the screen, in a story brimming with the 
laughter and tears she knows so well how to bring forth. Title to be announced. 


= 


TWO THIEVE CLARK GABLE, ROBERT MONTGOMERY, in the leading roles. Probably the most ambitious dramatic spectacle 

since “Ben Hur.”’ An intensely exciting romance set in the period of Pontius Pilate. A few highlights: Pillage of 
Herod’s Tomb; Chariot pursuit through city and country; Romance of ex-slave and Roman beauty; Plot to overthrow Pilate; Abducting girls from 
harem of Ben Rashid, etc. Picture is based on Manuel Komroff’s best-seller novel. 


a 


° JOHNNY WEISSMULLER, MAUREEN O'’SULLIVAN in a giant sequel to their, earlier “Tarzan, 
TARZAN and his MATE the Ape Man.” A new story, with amazing features built for thrill and romance, has been written 
by Edgar Rice Burroughs. a ie 


SOVIET WALLACE BEERY, JEAN HARLOW, CLARK GABLE and a large cast enact in “Soviet” a picture which will be unique in the 


new season. Ie is the first important American picture to use as its background the dramatic implications of Russia in its current 
phases. Typical of M-G-M showmanship ingenuity in seeking new locales for romantic picturization. Frank Capra, director. 


30 STAR PICTURES 


3 JEAN HARLOW 2 GRETA GARBO 3 LEE TRACY 

1 LIONEL BARRYMORE 2 JOAN CRAWFORD 1 ED WYNN 

1 CLARK GABLE 1 ROBT. MONTGOMERY 1 JACK PEARL 

1 MARION DAVIES 2 HELEN HAYES 1 RAMON NOVARRO 
1 WALLACE BEERY 2 JIMMY DURANTE with iain 1 NORMA SHEARER 
4 COSMOPOLITAN 1 JOHN BARRYMORE 2 LAUREL-HARDY 


3 CO-STAR PICTURES 


CRAWFORD-GABLE HARLOW-GABLE BEERY-GABLE 


7 MARQUEE PICTURES 


The industry has come to know that the M-G-M MARQUEE symbol in the past sevrral seasons has meant pictures of quality. Many outstanding 
hits carried this distinguishing mark, among them “Hell Below,” “Tarzan the Ape Man,” “Red Headed Woman,” etc. 
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STARS AND PLAYERS 


JOHN BARRYMORE 
LIONEL BARRYMORE 


WALLACE BEERY 
JACKIE COOPER 


JOAN CRAWFORD 


MARION DAVIES 


Elizabeth Allan 
Tad Alexander 
Nils Asther 

Alice Brady 
Charles Butterworth 
Mary Carlisle 
Mae Clarke 
Nelson Eddy 
Stuart Erwin 
Madge Evans 
Muriel Evans 

C, Henry Gordon 
Lawrence Grant 


DIRECTORS. 


Richard Boleslavsky 
Charles Brabin | 
Clarence Brown 
Tod Browning 

Jack Conway 
George Cukor 


MARIE DRESSLER 
JIMMY DURANTE 
CLARK GABLE 
GRETA GARBO 
WILLIAM HAINES 
JEAN HARLOW 
HELEN HAYES 


Louise Closser Hale 
Russell Hardie 
Jean Hersholt 
Phillips Holmes 
Jean Howard 
Benita Hume 
Walter Huston 
Orto Kruger 

Myrna Loy 

Ben Lyon 

Margaret McConne! 
Una Merkel 

John Miljan 
Colleen Moore 


George Fitzmaurice 
Victor Fleming 
Edmund Goulding 
Howard Hawks 
Robert Z. Leonard 
Russell Mack 


ROBT. MONTGOMERY 
RAMON NOVARRO 
JACK PEARL 

NORMA SHEARER 
LEE TRACY 

ED WYNN 


Frank Morgan 
Karen Morley 
Maureen O’Sullivan 
Jean Parker 

May Robson 

Ruth Selwyn 
Martha Sleeper 
Lewis Stone 
Franchot Tone 
Johnny Weissmuller 
Diana Wynyard 
‘Robert Young 

Lupe Velez 


Charles Riesner 
Edward Sedgwick 
Edgar Selwyn 

W. S. Van Dyke 
William Wellman 
Sam Wood 
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AUTHORS 


Frank R. Adams 
John L. Balderston 
Beatrice Banyard 
Philip Barber 
Cormack Bartletr 
Vicki Baum 

Richard Boleslavsky 
Malcolm Stuart Boylan 
W. R. Burnett 

Edgar Rice Burroughs 
Frank Butler 





George Landy 
Vincent Lawrence . 
John Lawson 

Anita Loos 
Josephine Lovett 
John Howard Lynch 
Willard Mack 

John Lee Mahin 
John McDermott 
James K. McGuinriess 
Wm. Slavens McNutt 











Erskine Caldwell John Meehan 
Ruth Cummings Helen Meinardi 
Jack Cunningham - Bess Meredyth 
Delmar Daves Lucile Newmark 
John Emerson Leonard Praskins 
Gene Fowler Norman Reilly Raine 
Paul Hervey Fox W. L. River 
Becky Gardiner Wells Root 
Oliver H. P. Garrett Bradford Ropes 
Harvey Gates Madeleine Ruthven 
Benjamin Glazer Robert Sherwood 
Frances Goodrich Paul G. Smith 
Howard Green Ralph Spence 
Rene Gueta Samuel & Bella Spewack 
Albert Hackett Donald Ogden Stewart, 
Elmer Harris Edward Dean Sullivan, 
Moss Hart Matt Taylor 
H. M. Harwood Courtney Terrett 
Ben Hecht Sylvia Thalberg 
John Housemann Wanda Tuchock 
F. Hugh Herbert Ernest Vajda 
Robert E. Hopkins John Van Druten 
Boris Ingster Bayard Veiller 
Laurence E. Johnson Lieut. Comm. Wead 
Gordon Kahn Claudine West 
Harry Kahn Basil Woon 
M-G-M FEATURE STRENGTH 
1933 - 34 
) Two Reels 


6 OUR 
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HAL ROACH-M-G-M COMEDIES 
6 LAUREL-HARDY 

8 CHARLIE CHASE 

8 THELMA TODD-PATSY KELLY 
8 HAL ROACH ALL STARS 


GANG 


6 HAL ROACH 
MUSICAL COMEDIES 


8 M-G-M CRIME DOESN'T PAY 
6 M-G-M MUSICAL REVUES 





One Reel Subjects 


12 M-G-M ODDITIES 


(Dialogue by Pete Smith) 


12 FITZPATRICK TRAVELTALKS 
6 “GOOFY MOVIES” 


13 WILLIE WHOPPER 
| CARTOON COMEDIES 


104 HEARST METROTONE NEWS 
2 
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(continued next page) 
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HE celebration is on! It’s the Tenth 
Birthday of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer! What 
a party 1933-34 is going to be... everybody will 
be back at the world’s most renowned studio 


for M-G-M’s Tenth Championship Year! 


Welcome, Greta Garbo . . . glad to hear you’ve 
had a grand vacation. You’re looking perfectly 
beautiful, and are your fans hungry for a new 
picture! Nobody ever received so much pub- 
licity during an absence from the screen! 


And what a pleasure to see beloved Marie 
Dressler back on the lot! She’s just completed 
“Tugboat Annie” co-starring with Wallace 
Beery...and will soon start another. 


By the time this message gets into print, the 
most celebrated screen Mr. and Mrs. will be 
packing their trunks en route to Culver City, 
U. S. A. Certainly we mean Norma Shearer 
and Irving Thalberg who will immediately re- 
sume their activities on the M-G-M lot. 


What a Reunion Party! They’re all welcomed 











THE CAKE- 
WALK! 


you'll dance it 
gaily in 1933-34! 





back by delighted associates. And what a Wel- 
coming Committee—headed by Louis B. Mayer 
—David O. Selznick, Eddie Mannix, Harry Rapf, 
Hunt Stromberg, Bernie Hyman, Al Lewin, John 
Considine, Jr., Lawrence Weingarten, Walter 
Wanger, Lucien Hubbard, Sidney Franklin, 
Howard Hawks, Lou Edelman, Frank Davis, 
showman producers without equal! And the 
Star Committee of Welcome... Marion Davies, 
Wallace Beery, Joan Crawford, Clark Gable, 
John and Lionel Barrymore, Jean Harlow, 
Robert Montgomery, Helen Hayes, Jimmy 
Durante, Ramon Novarro, Laurel & Hardy,Lee 


Tracy, Ed Wynn, Jack Pearl and all the others. 


Happy days ahead, indeed! M-G-M’s not only 
got its Million Dollar Family all together 
again...but_powerful additions in every phase 


of producing, acting, writing, direction! 


Cast your box-office orbs on my Parade of 
Stars. That’s Music for your Marquee! Greater 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer in 1933-34! Tenth 
Championship Year! (Signed) LEO of M-G-M 
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Orpheum, N. Y. 
(Continued from page 35) 


enough for the boys to carry away 
with them and to retail the next 
morning to the fellow working at 
the next bench in the shop. Never- 
theless, the mixture that the booker 
tossed together took close cogniz- 
ance of what they liked here, and 
the applause results left no doubt 
about it. Pn ! 

The lighting-up preliminaries 
sent Ted King down in the pit to 
baton his aggregation, all seven of 
them, through a Victor Herbert 
medley. It was brassy instrumenta- 
tion, but the handout reaction was 
all to the combo’s good. 

The booker didn’t go wrong, 
either, when he spotted Harry King, 
which made it two Kings in the 
deck, but no relation, to lead the 
stage procession. King packs a 
style of eccentric hoofing that can't 
help but start a show on all cylin- 
ders. It’s an act that moves with- 
out a second of surcease and perks 
up the blood pressure, and for con- 
trast and good measure includes a 
pair of optic-easing cuties in the 
form of the Sinclair Twins. The 
jidenticals also toss their tootsies 
around, but with King there as the 
pacemaker they fall more favorably 
in the category of pulchritudinous 
background. King also toots a hot 
mess of sax wailing, which all com- 
bined to take the turn off to a 
unanimous faretheewell. 

Unveiled in the next niche was 
Frank Donia and an unbilled femme 
partner for one of those old-fash- 
ioned give-and-take interludes. 
What they had to exchange be- 
tween them had been heard over and 
over again away back when, but 
that didn’t prevent Donia from 
landing solid with lots of his repar- 
tee, particularly when the going got 
rough and right down to the tastes 
of the Yorkville representation. It 
was a sturdy soprano that the feed 
gave voice to, and she did nicely on 
her own in the way of approval. 

Returns for Bill Telaak and his 
stooge support, Sally Payne and 
Bill Brown, were spasmodic until 
the two male ends got down to their 
real act and dished out the acro- 
batic clowning and the slick one- 
arm lift for the finish. Prior to 
that, Telaak had depended for his 
giggles on the repetition of the un- 
funny sliding ’em down the leg gag 
and even a nosedive into the pit. 
Even with the presence of the car- 
rot-topped looker and the explod- 
ing violin, Telaak’s is still a comedy 
acrobatic act in essence and classi- 
fication. 

For the Orpheum the choral af- 
fair that closed was a natural. It’s 
the sort of voice blending the Ger- 
man element here like, and the act, 
billed as the Roxy Ensemble, gave 
things a mopping from the start. 
Presumed that the seven men and 
three femmes in the troupe derive 
the billing from the fact that they 
at one time had worked in one of 
Roxy’s choruses. In any event, the 
ensemble’s performance makes no 
unfavorable reflection on any of the 
Roxy choral departments. Featured 
in the troupe here is Clair Kramer. 
Customers took warmly to the 
smooth and lyrical quality of her 
mezzo-soprano, and also rewarded 
generously each of the three ensem- 
ble numbers. 

A Fitzpatrick travelog and a 
newsreel rounded out the screen 
portion of the evening’s fare. Busi- 
ness near capacity upstairs and 
slightly less on the nether arena. 

Odec. 


HIPP. CLEVELAND 


Cleveland, July 15. 


Charles Doty played a long shot 
in booking Gene and Glenn into his 
Hippodrome, the only indie theatre 
in town, but it looks as if his hunch 
will bring unusual results in either 
one of three ways. 

Team of radio singing comedians 
was most popular act on local air 
via WTAM for nearly four years. 
During first vaude engagement 
some two years ago they cracked 
the RKO Palace’s attendance rec- 
ords, gross $35,000 and taking $12,- 
000 as their share on percentage 

sis, 

After network contracts with 
Spang bakeries and Sohio gas ex- 
pired, their air popularity started 
waning a bit, so they jumped over 
to WJR in Detroit. Now they’re 
opening a vaude tour, booked by 
Warren Wade of local NBC bureau, 
that will take them to Boston. 

Doty, a real estate man who was 
Pushed into theatrical biz, figured 
the team might crack another rec- 
ord for farewell stage appearance. 
Opening day was somewhat disap- 
pointing, although fairly close to 
capacity, but there are enough Gene 
and Glenn fans to build up an extra 
£00d week. 

They don’t have what can be 
classified as a vaudeville act, for it 
has a freak 4raw. Specializing in 
unsophisticaj2d, home-made humor 
and songs, Gene and Glenn appeal 
more to the rural, family sections 
than to metropolitan areas. Should 
Click loudly in tour of small-towners 


in Ohio, Indiana and Pa. First 
show at Hipp, in fact, pulled in kids 
4nd families that don’t go to a 





downtown theatre very often. Since 
Doty is trying to build up a family 
theatre, Gene and Glenn should help 
in building up such a clientele. 

Boys capitalize on radio reps by 
opening with their trade-marked air 
introduction through amplifiers, 
then going into theme song before 
curtain rises. Most of their stuff is 
done behind piano with a mike, 
okay for their local fans, but what 
they need is a radio station back- 
ground to give ’em more atmos- 
phere. It’s a bit cold as it is now. 

Gene Carroll's ventriloquistic fe- 
male impersonation of ‘Jake and 
Lena,’ chief characters in their ra- 
dio continuity, is act’s chief novelty. 
His falsetto doubling in femme bits 
necessitates changing from a man’s 
cap to a woman’s hat with wig at- 
tached every minute or so. 

Not so very funny in itself to 
sophisticates, but it’s nutty hokum- 
nonsense that amuses their fans 
who like radio illusions. Chatter is 
equally naive, consisting of puns, 
good-natured bickerings and old 
wheezes. Looking at it indulgently, 
it’s all rather informal, simple, 
pleasantly absurd stuff that family 
crowds from the sticks eat up. 
Broadway wouldn't understand it. 

Most professional thing team does 
is its singing of such old-timers as 
‘Whipporwill’ and ‘Won’t’cha Take 
a Walk, with Gene Rowell pound- 
ing the keyboard. Both carry the 
mike down to footlights for final 
bow, taking three or four before 
getting off. 

Three other acts on Hip bill are 
fair standards, with Romero-Duclay 
Foursome’s dance revue opening 
flashily. Blonde toe-twirler is pass- 
able and three boys strengthen turn 
with smart unison tapping. Four 
Trojans flipflop fast but have no 
standonut number in haphazard 
fZymnastic routine. Joe and Jean 
McKenna okay in slap-’em-down 
comedy in which acrobatic work has 
more of a punch than their gags. 

Picture, ‘Grand Slam’ (WB). 

Pullen. 


ALBEE, BROOKLYN 


Strong bid made this week for 
downtown Brooklyn’s trade. From 
looks of things Saturday afternoon, 


though not always aé_ criterion, 
house will have its competitors 
stepping. 


Draw divides between feature, 
‘Bed of Roses’ (Radio) with the 
Connie Bennett name as bait and 
a stage complement that which be- 
sides arriving home stoutly on en- 
tertainment has Gene Dennis, mind 
reader, as the freak box-office at- 
tractor. 

Miss Dennis may be and probably 
is pretty tiresome to a lot of folks, 
but there are still plenty of others, 
notably women, whose curiosity for 
answers to various questions will 
have them digging down in purses 
for that reason alone this week. 
Questions asked Saturday afternoon 
are both typical and silly, with the 
answers just about the same. 

Anything but a clever showmiss, 
Miss Dennis, however, takes home 
her share of the spoils of the show. 
She has bad stage presence, never 
knows what to do with her hands, 
and speaks so softly and inaudibly 
at times much of what she says 
goes downstream. Moreover, the 
psychic from the midwest is far 
away from good choice of words in 
giving anxiously-smitten folks their 
answers. 

She is also on too long, 15 min- 
utes at the Sat. mat. That’s too 


much of just questions and an- 
swers. But box — just the same. 
Rae Samuels And Jack Pepper, 


ably supported by a good opener 
dance flash, Raye, Ellis and La Rue 
and a No. 2 turn that always clicks 


okay. The Daveys, lead on the 
punches. 
Though not in the spot all acts 


look for, next to last having gone 
to Pepper, Miss Samuels made a 
finer showing at performance 
caught. She hit smartly in a sure- 
fire selection of numbers, something 
that Miss Samuels can still sell very 
well. Her ‘Papa’s Home with Mama 
Now’ song is exceptionally well 
done, and, might be considered to 
rate better than the insurance man 
special which follows and leads up 
to the closer, a contrast of a love 
song of today as against one of 
grandma’s day. 

The ‘blue streak of vaudeville,’ as 
she always was known in the big 
days of vaude, Miss Samuels is 
among the few still around whose 
ability to hit has not disappeared. 

Backstage there was some aid in 
trying to stir an encore for Pep- 
per, but it didn’t seem to be justi- 
fied by applause, and Miss Dennis 
was brought on following the pause. 
Pepper is a good act, however, with 
his stooges counting for much and 
the team doing the latest Harlem 
dance craze, shim-sham-shimmy, 
also getting there. 

No. 2 offered no hazards for the 
Daveys. An amusing Britisher, the 
juggling Davey, with material that 
warms up the audience finally if not 
at the start. The other Davey just 
assists as a carry-oner of juggling 
imvnlements. 

Rave. Ellis and La Rue 
roing fast in incepting the 


found the 
show 
Char 
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WARFIELD, FRISCO 
San Francisco, July 14. 

With ‘When Ladies Meet’ (MG) 
on screen and Marge of Myrt and 
Marge on stage, the customers were 
coming in steadily, and by 1:30 had 
filled the house. Biz looks to run 
several grand over even the best 
weeks of recent months, 

Marge is the first Eastern radio 
name yet to play out here and mean 
anything at the b.o. The Wrigley 
‘Myrt and Marge’ serial, when on 
the air, was firmly entrenched on 
the Coast as one of CBS’ most 
popular programs, a fact that was 
substantiated by an okay reception 
for the younger half of the ether 
team. She was introduced simply 
as Marge, and when working with 
Hermie King, m.c., used her fam- 
ily name, Donna Damerel, also tell- 
ing the customers that Myrt is her 
mother. Thing she didn’t tell ‘em 
is that her mom and pop played 
here some years ago as George 
Damerel and Myrtle Vail. 

Miss Damerel did little as a stage 
act, but she did establish herself as 
a definite personality with much 
performing ability. Her brief bit 
before the mike with an unbilled 
male in a brief comedy episode, and 
the single pop song which she 
chanted into the mike were well 
done, and well received. 

Balance of the Fanchon & Marco- 
booked stage show was of pretty 
good calibre, though nothing out- 
standing. Four Abbottiers, blonde 
and brunette quartet of dancers and 
lookers, impressed. Warren Jack- 
son and Lou Archer did their fa- 
miliar chatter turn. Ann Roberts, 
Kate Smith-ish soprano balladist, 
started off with an imitation of the 
hefty songstress and did coupla nice 
tunes. House line of 18 girls had 
two routines, staged by Alice Good- 
win. Stage show was directed and 
m.c..d by Hermie King, who’s in 
his thérd month on the job here. 

Warfield does things in a big way. 
Not only has it a stage band leader, 
but there’s also Jan Rubini, concert 
orchestra conductor—only house on 
the Coast to sport two directors. 
Rubini, in his third month, batoned 
the pit crew through ‘Erin,’ a med- 
ley of Irish tunes, with Rubini tak- 
ing the spotlight and the applause 
for one of his usual violin solos. 
Medley was nicely arranged, and 
lighting effects added to the concert 
greatly. 

Jimmy Newell, of Gus Arnheim’s 
band, stepped up to the pit mike for 





a pair of pop tunes, and got away 
to a good hand. Bock. 


MET, BROOKLYN 


Not such a smart layout for this 
downtown Brooklyn Loew stand, 
which gets its trade largely at mat- 
inees from the Baby Borough 
women shoppers. This week they 
feature Ferde Grofe’s orchestra of 
radio note, the act getting the lion’s 
share of the budget. 

Brooklyn’s radio minded. There 
isn’t much to do evenings over there 
except turn on the heterodyne, and 
the populace has a pretty definite 
idea of who’s who and what’s what 
on the air waves. That makes 
Grofe o.k. for the stand. They re- 
sponded to the billing all right. 
House early Saturday afternoon 
was full, and by four o’clock they 
were lined up two deep behind the 
orchestra rail. Probably elimina- 
tion of the Paramount, closed these 
several months, has had something 
to do with the increased attendance 
in the other downtown Brooklyn 
survivors—Albee and Fox—but this 
turnout suggested that there was 
some pull in the feature act. 

Nothing else on the bill to explain 
special urgency of buying. Screen 
feature was no smash in ‘Midnight 
Mary’ (MG), and the Grofe number 
was the center of the marquee dis- 
play. 

Rest of the bill undistinguished, 
but routine vaudeville and neatly 
laid out. Opening had France and 
La Pell, minor acrobatic specialty 
that wouldn’t mean anything one 
way or the other, either in billing 
or running of the performance. 
Eton Boys, radio quartet of sec- 
ondary standing, were set in No. 2. 
with Joe Morris and co. planted No. 
3, where a comedy interlude was 
needed, and this foursome delivered 
with well-used material, but gauged 
to vaudeville tastes and winning 
valuable laugh response. 





Next to closing they spotted 
Reiss, Irving and Reiss, trio of 


knockabout comedians who have 
borrowed freely from Clayton, Jack- 
son and Durante in style if not ac- 
tual material. They came through 
for a rough-house interlude that 
was sufficient to maintain the pace. 
That left the topping-off spot to the 
Grofe aggregation, with half an 
hour to fill in the more-than-an- 
hour stage show. 

Despite loads of class and a neat 
layout for a band turn, the unit 
wasn’t quite up to the job, princi- 
pally because they didn’t use judg- 
ment in their routines for this spe- 
cial clientele. 

That left the performance with a 
rather indefinite finish and it was 
injured thereby. Rush. 





‘Dummy’s’ for Pitts 
Hollywood, July 17. 





Radio has bought ‘Dummy's 
Vote,” original by Arthur T. Har- 
mon 

. It's intended for Zasu Fitts 


v 





EVENTUALLY A CENTURY 


Lowly Reader Gets Shot at $100 As 
U Reading Prize 


Hollywood, July 17. 





To put a little interest into the 
humdrum job of those who scan 
the past, current and future of 
writers’ brain children, Carl 


Laemmle, Jr., will give $100 to the 
member of the Universal reading 
department who picks the ‘best 
story of the year.’ Readers will 
have to wait until next year, how- 
ever, to find out who gets the 
award. 

Laemmle has been inviting the 
readers into studio title conferences 
and has even had a personal con- 
ference or two with some of them 
on stories. It’s the first time the 
lowly book worms have had any 
importance attached to them as a 
body. 


COL STRIKE LULL 
SPEEDS WRITERS 


Hollywood, July 17. 


Writers were rushed to the 
double-quick at Columbia during 
the production lull brought about 
by the technicians’ strike, with sev- 
eral new scripts assigned. 

Jo Swerling is adapting ‘East of 
5th Avenue,’ Lew Levenson’s novel. 
Brian Marlow is preparing the Al 
Cohn-Joseph Chisholm novel, ‘Take 
the Witness.’ Lew Levenson is 
assigned to adapt an original, ‘Once 
to Every Woman.’ Ethel Hill an? 
Dore Schary are adapting ‘Fog,’ the 
Valentine Williams Satevepost se- 
rial. Garrett Weston is on _ the 
screen play of Owen Davis’ ‘Ninth 
Ghost,’ and Albert DeMond adapts 
‘Above the Clouds.’ 


Studio Placements 


Austin Parker, script, ‘House On 
56th Street,’ Warners. 

Frank Conroy, ‘Kennel Murder 
Case,’ Warners. 

Marion Dix collaborating with 
George Marion, Jr., ‘Cruise to No- 
where,’ Par. 

J. Walter Ruben instead of 
Worthington Miner to direct ‘Hide 
in the Dark,’ Radio. 

Wally Albright, Margaret Arm- 
strong. Irving Bacon, Arthur White, 
Mitchell Lewis, ‘Ann Vickers,’ Ra- 
dio. 

Betty Furnace, Nella Walker, ‘Ace 
of Aces,’ Radio. 

Cyril Hume, continuity, 
Down to Rio,’ Radio. 

Sam Taylor, direct., next Harold 
Lloyd picture. 

Conrad Nagal arrives for ‘Ann 
Vickers,’ Radio. Also cast, Geneva 
Mitchell, Helen Eby-Rock. 

H. W. Hanemann, appearing in 
cast as well as dialoging ‘Ace of 
Aces,’ Radio. 

Frank Craven, write next Laurel 
and Hardy feature, Roach, 

Ernest Pascal doing treatment on 
‘As the Earth Turns,’ Warners. 

Viva Tattersall, Al Hill, Michael 
Visaoff, Wilkes Benedict, Frank- 
lin Parker, Larry McGrath, Jimmy 
Aubrey, ‘Red Kisses,’ Allied. 

Sam Hardy, ‘Ann Vickers,’ RKO. 

Margaret Morris, Grady Sutton, 
‘Ace of Aces,’ RKO. 

Pert Kelton, ‘Flying Down to Rio,’ 
RKO. 

Pat 
Metro. 


Cameraman Loses 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Glen Kerschner, cameraman, lost 
his case against Irving Willat be- 
fore the Academy arbitrators. 

Suit was for salary alleged to b 
due and unpaid while on Willat’: 
trip to the South Seas for footage 
on Universal's ‘Black Pear].’ 
Arbitrators sustained Willat’s de- 
fense he had run out of money and 
ordered Kerschner home, but that 
the latter continued with the party. 
Suit was brought after Willat dis- 
missed Kerschner. 











‘Flying 


Somerset, ‘Dancing Lady,’ 





CRAVEN’S TWO SPOTS 


Hollywood, July 17. 
Frank Craven will adapt the next 
Laurel and Hardy feature for Hal 





Roach. Writer will also script the 
next Par feature, supervised by 
Douglas MacLean. 

William Morris set both deal): 


Guild-Academy Scrap Threatens 
Proposed Writer-Dramatists Pact 


Holly vood, July 17 
Alliance proposed between Screen 
Writers’ Guild and Dramatists’ Guild 
may blow u> if move started by 
members of the latter gains momen- 
tum. Local dramatists have wired 
the guild headquarters in New York 
protesting against affiliation with 
the screer writers which would bind 
them to punitive action against the 
producers in case of studio strikes 
or other troubles. 
Contest now waging between the 
Academy and Screen Guild for su- 
premacy as to which will be repre- 
sentative of Hoilywood film writers 
is understood to be main reason for 
the group trying to halt the Dramae 
tists’ Guild tie-in are mostly Acad- 
emy members who have not aligned 
themselves with the Screen Guild. 
Arguments in the wired protests 
were to the effect that the two pro- 
fessions are widely divergent inase- 
much as the dramatist works on 
his own time and the screen writer 
is paid by the studio. Objections 
also state that to withhold material 
from a studio declared unfair by the 
seenarists would be in violation of 
the basic agreement the dramatists 
Lave with the producers, since the 
agreement makes the producer and 
writer each half owner of the 
picture rights of plays. 

Opposition from members of the 
Dramatists’ Guild followed the 
meeting of last Moaday (10) of the 
writers’ branch of the Academy, 
called to ratify the proposed new 
constitution and by-laws. At this 
meeting question was raised by Max 
Marcin, Dramatist Guild member, 
but not a member of the Writers’ 
Guild, as to the rights of Academy 
members in case of closed shop age 
gressive action by the Guild. He 
questioned if Academy branch would 
stand back of a writer member were 
he in danger of losing his position 
if a guild member refused to work 
with him and threatened strike. It 
was the belief of .-he other writer 
members that the Academy would 
protect its members in such a case, 
but just how this was to be accome- 
plished wasn’t brought out. 





Change of Pasture 
For Par P.A. Aides 


Hollywood, July 17. 

To bring about a closer under- 
standing of advertising and pub- 
licity conditions east and west, Par- 
amount will start a system whereby 
members of the studio and home 
office forces will exchange jobs for 
a month periodically. 

East-west changes begin Nov. 1, 
when Tom Baily, head of the studio 
publicity department, goes to the 
home office to sit in Al Wilkie’s 
spot, with the latter taking over 
Baily’s desk here. William Pine, 
local advertising chief, then treks 
for an exchange with Rodney Bush 
in the home office. Later, Julie 
Lang, in charge of studio fan mag 
plants, goes east, and then Teet 
Carle, assistant to Baily, swap3 
spots with Lou Smith, assistant to 
Wilkie. 








New Contracts 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Contracts to Sarah Y. Mason and 
Victor Heerman at Radio to write 
two, ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ and ‘Wild 
Birds.’ 

Byron von Brecht, seven-year- 
option contract, Sam Goldwyn. 

Lillian Moore, termer at Roach. 


Title Changes 


Warners’ ‘Red Meat’ has been 
changed to ‘I Loved a Woman.’ 

‘Jorgensen’ at Paramount changed 
to ‘High and Mighty.’ 





‘Park Avenue Ladies’ to ‘Four 
Wise Girls,’ Universal. 
‘Daring Danger’ to ‘Trail Drive,’ 


Universal-Maynard. 


ROGERS AFTER WALLACE 





liollywood, July 10. 
Charles R. Rogers is dickering 
th Richard Wallace to direct the 
American remake of ‘Eight Girls in 
. Boat,’ German picture he bought 
lfor Paramount release. 


It is the story of an eight-girl 


rowing crew 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASE 


¥ 


tudlos: Pathe Studios, . Offices: 729 Seventh Ave. 
ad Culver City, Cal. Allied New York, N. ¥. 


ude Bandit, The. Western story of retribution. Hoot Gibson. 
. Melford. 65 mins. Rel. May 1. Rey, June 27. m. Dir, Geo 


Eleventh Commandment, The. From the play by Brandon Fleming. Marian 
Marsh, Theo. Von Eijtz, Alan Hale. Dir. Geo. Belford. 64 mins. “Rel. 


Feb. 20. 
Chesterfield 


Forgotten. Original. Story of a forgotten man. 
Jr., Natalie Moorhead. Dir. Rich .Thorpe. 
June 6. 

} Have Lived. A girl’s attempt to live down her past. Allan Dinehart, Anita 
Page, Allen Vincent, Dir. Rich. Thorpe. Re.] June 15. 


Offices: 1540 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


June Clyde. Wm. Collier, 
65 mins, Rel. Feb. 15. Rey. 


tudio: Gower at Sunset, ; Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
® Hollywood, Cal. Columbia New York, N. Y. 


Ann Carver’s Profession. Woman lawyer saves her husband in a murder 
trial. Fay Wray, Gene Raymond. Dir. Eddie Buzzell. 71 mins. Rel. 
May 26. Rev. June 13, 

Below the Sea. A thrilling tale of treasure on the ocean floor. Ralph Bel- 
lamy, Fay Wray. Dir. Al“Rogell. 79 mins. Rel. April 25. Rev. June 6. 

California Trail, The. A buckaroo hero who combines old world gallantry 
with dashing twentieth century action. Buck Jones, Helen Mack. Dir. 
Lambert Hillyer. 67 mins, Rel. March 24. 

Child of Manhattan. Stage play by Preston Sturges. Romance of the dime- 
a-dance. Nancy Carroll, John Boles. Dir, Eddie Buzzell. 73 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 4. Rev. Feb. 14. 

Circus Queen Murder, The. Murder under the ‘big top.’ Adolphe Menjou, 
+ tag Nissen, Dir. Roy William Neill. 66 mins, Rel. April 10. Rev. 
May 9. 

Cocktalli Hour. Girl illustrator narrowly escapes missing the right man. Bebe 
Daniels, Randolph Scott. Dir. Victor Schertzinger, 73 mins. Rel. June 
5. Rev. June 6. 

Mussolini Speaks. The 1931 address with newsreel shots. 
Lowell Thomas, 74 mins, Special. Rev. Mar. 14. 

Night of Terror. Bela Lugosi and his haunting eyes—blood-curdling suspense 
—mysterious disappearances. Bela Lugosi, Sally Blane. Dir. Benjamin 
Stoloff. 65 mins. Rel. April 24. Rev. June 27. 

Parole Girl. From Dance of the Millions.’ First offender, sent to jail, plots to 
be revenged on the man who put her there, but it boomerangs Mae 
Clarke, Ralph Bellamy, Marie Prevost. Dir. Eddie Cline. 67 mins. Rel. 
Mar. 4, Rev. April 11. 

Rusty Rides Alone. Tim McCoy curbs crime at every turn with his ever- 
faithful police dog pal. Tim McCoy, Barbara Weeks. Dir. D. Ross 
Lederman. 68 mins. Rel. May 26. - 

Silent Men. Tim McCoy western original. Florence Britton. Dir. D, Ross 
Lederman. Rel. Mar. 3. 

Soldiers of the Storm. The first film featuring the U. 8. Border Patrol] and 
the part played by planes. Regis Toomey, Anita Page. Dir. D. Ross 
Lederman. 69 mins. Rel. April 4. Rev. May 23. 

80 This Is Africa. Original. Wheeler and Wolsey go to Africa with some 
tame lions. Racquel Torres. Dir. Eddie Kline. 67 mins. Rel. Feb, 24. 
Rey. April 265. . 

State Trooper. Original. Story of a war between two gas companies. Regis 
Toomey, Evalyn Knapp, Barbara Weeks, Ray Hatton. Dir. D, Ross 
Lederman. 68 mins. Rel. Feb. 10. Rev. Mar. 28, 

The Woman I Stole. Jack Holt a swaggering overlord of the oil fields who 
outbluffs doublecrossers. Jack Holt, Fay Wray. Dir. Irving Cum- 
mings. 64 mins. Rel, May 1. 

Treason. Original. Kansas after the civil war. 
Dir. Geo. B. Seitz. 62 mins, Rel. Feb. 10, 

Unknown Valley. A full-of-fight western drama, replete with unique situa- 
tions. Buck Jones, Cecilia Parker. Dir. Lambert Hillyer. 69 mins. 
Rel. May 6. 

What Price Innocence. Story of a girl who didn’t know. Jean Parker, Wil- 
lard Mack. Dir. Willard Mack. 64 mins. Rev. June 27. 

When Strangers Marry. Drama against the menacing magic of the tropics. 
Jack Holt, Lilian Bond, Dir. Clarence Badger, 68 mins. Rel. March 20. 
Rev. May 30. 

Whirlwind, The. A round-up of thrills and action. Tim McCoy, Alice Dahl. 
Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 69 mins. Rel. March 14, 

Woman |! Stole, The. A swaggering overlord of the oil fields. Jack Holt, 
Fay Wray. Dir. Irving Cummings. 69 mins, Rel. May 1, Rev. July 4. 


Interpolations by 


Buck Jones, Shirley Grey. 


First Division °%** (eo VoaoN’'v. 


Releases Also Allied, Chesterfield and Monogram 


Black Beauty. Anna Sewell’s famous book. Esther Ralston, Alexander Kirk- 
mane, — Gordon, Hale Hamilton. Dir. Phil Rosen. 65 mins. Rel. 

uly a 

Dassan. Life, customs, morals, habits and whatnot as lived by the penguin 
birds on ‘Penguin Island.’ Cherry Kearton produced and directed. Two 
running times: 38 mins. and 61 mins. Rel. June 16. 

Dude Bandit. A clumsy cowhand turns to the disguise of a romantic dude 
bandit and solves a murder. Hoot Gibson, Gloria Shea. Dir. George 
Melford. 65 mins. Rel. June 15. 

Forgotten. A kindly Jewish immigrant father, cast off in his old age by 
his sons, brings them to their senses. June Clyde, William Collier, Jr., 
Lee Kohlmar, Natalie Moorhead, Jean Hersholt, Jr. Dir. Richard 
Thorpe. 67 mins. Rel. May 1. 

Jungle Bride. A murder suspect is shipwrecked, with his captors, in the 
jungles. Anita Page, Charles Starrett. Dir. Harry Hoyt and Albert 
Kelly. 62 mins. Rel. May 25. Rev. May 25. 

Love Is Like That. A seventeen-year-old youngster gets mixed up in a couple 
of domestic tangles and a near murder mystery. John Warburton, Ko- 
chelle Hudson. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 9. 

Oliver Twist. The famous Charles Dickens classic. Dickie Moore, Irving 
Pichel, William Boyd, Alec Francis, Doris Lioyd, Barbara Kent. Dir. 
William Cowan. 74 mins, Rel. May 1. 

Phantom Broadcast. A radio crooner attains phoney fame when his accom- 
panist secretly does his singing for him. Ralph Forbes ,Vivienne Os- 
borne, Pauline Garon. Dir, Phil Rosen. 71 mins. Rel, Aug. 1. 

Return of Casey Jones. A young engineer surmounts his difficulties through 
the spiritual influence of the hero of his boyhood. Charles Starrett, 
Ruth Hall, Jackie Searle. 67 mins. Dir. J. P. McCarthy. Rel. July 10. 
Rev. July 4. 

Shriek in the Night. A murder mystery in a swanky Park Avenue apart- 
ment house. Ginger Rogers, Lyle Talbot. Dir. Albert Ray. 67 mins. 
Rel. June 15. 

Sphinx, The. A deaf mute and his twin brother are implicated in a series of 
crimes wherein four stock brokers are murdered in the same manner. 
Lionel Atwill, Sheila Terry, Paul Hurst, Dir. Phil Rosen. 62 mins. 
Rel. July 3. 

Strange People. Thirteen men and women, twelve of whom recognize each 
other as members of a murder jury, find themselves gathered in the 
house of the murdered man, near midnight of a stormy night. John 
Darrow, Gloria Shea, Hale Hamilton. 64 ming. Rel. June 15. 


° ° Offices: 321 W. 44th St., 
Ca First National = New York, N.Y. 


Blondie Johnson, The female Public Enemy No. 1. Joan Blondell, Chester 
Morris. Dir. Ray Enright, 67 mins. Rel. Feb. 25. 

Central Airport. A triangle in the aviation game. Richard Barthelmess and 
Sally Eilers. Dir. William A. Wellman. Rel. April 15. Rev. May 9. 

Elmer the Great. Baseball story. Joe E. Brown, Patricia Ellis. Dir. Mervyn 
LeRoy. 64 mins. Rel. April 22. Rev. May 30. 

Employee’s Entrance. Original] ‘Love in a Dept. Store.’ 
Loretta Young, Alice White. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. 74 mins. 
Rev. Jan. 24, 

Grand Slam. A burlesque on the popular bridge fad. Paul Lukas, Loretta 
Young, Frank McHugh, Glenda Farrell. Dir, William Dieterle. 67 mins 
Rel. March 18. 

Heroes for Sale. Post war activities of American vets. Rich. Barthelmess, 
Loretta Young. Rel. June 17. 

Lilly Turner. Side shows and grifters. Ruth Chatterton, Geo. Brent, Frank 
McHugh. Dir. Wm, A. Wellman. 65 mins. Rel. May 13. Kev. June 20. 

Little Glant, The. Robinson as a comedy gangster. E. G. Robinson, Mary 
Astor. Dir. Roy De) Ruth. 70 mins. Rel. May 20. Rev. May 30. 

Warren William and 

Rev. April 11. 


Studios: Gurbenh, 
t 


Warren William, 
Rel, Feb. 11. 


Mind Reader, The. Mind-reading as a new racket. 
Constance Cummings. 


Dir. Roy Del Ruth. Rel. April 1. 


These tabulations are compiled 
from information supplied by the 
various production companies and 
checked up as soon as possible after 
release. Listing is given when re- 
lease dates are definitely set. Titles 
are retained for six months. Man- 
agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period should pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference. 

The running time as given here 
is presumably that of the projection 
room showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release length in 
those states or communities where 
local or state consorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
atre after passage by the New York 
state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only in actual theatre 
showings. 

While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 
supplied may not always be correct, 
even though official. To obtain the 
fullest degree of exactness ‘Variety’ 
will appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 


Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 








‘artistic’ comedy with Jimmy Savo, 
rated a slapsticker. 

Metro will assemble a flock of 
radio performers to support Jack 
Pearl. 

Fox wants Tay Garnett to meg 
‘Marie Gallant,’ featuring Philip 


Merival. 
On Lloyd’s Next 


Sam Taylor will direct Harold 
Lloyd’s next picture, starting in 
August. 

Robert Montgomery headed for a 
month’s rest on his New York state 
farf before returning to co-star 
with Clark Gable in ‘Two Thieves’ 
at Metro. 

Max Baer is due at Metro July 
24 for ‘Prizefighter and the Lady.’ 
His screen debut, 

Earl Oxford, musical comedy 
juve, placed at Metro for termer by 
Ralph Farnum who brought him 
from New York. 


Cortez in Demand 


Metro, RKO and Universal all 
vieing to get Ricardo Cortez for 
current productions. Actor is un- 
der contract to Paramount, 

Chandler Sprague off the Metro 
writing staff, 

Richard Blumenthal will sever a 
10-year connection with Paramount 
and will not return to the Joinville 
studios in Paris after supervision 
of the French version of ‘Way to 
Love’ here. He will join another 
major company in Hollywood. 

Harry Crocker is now assistant 
to George Young, publisher of the 
L. A. ‘Examiner.’ 

Eddie Cline will meg ‘Newsreel 
Man,’ to be supervised by Sig Ro- 
gell and scripted by Al DeMond 
for Columbia, 

Ernest 8. Pagano, W. R. Mar- 
shall, William McDonald and Cecil 
Bradwell out at the Hammons 
studios, 

Under the terms of his new one- 
year Paramount contract, Richard 
Arlen draws down $2,000 weekly, 

Howard Higgin has written an 
original, ‘Daughters of the Sea,’ as 
Bennie Zeidman’s 2d for U. 

Will Mahoney goes to the War- 
field, San Francisco, for a week, 
after closing a stanza in the Para- 
mount here, Wednesday (19). 

Bradford Ropes, Lynn Riggs and 
Wanda Tushock out at Metro on 
finishing assignments. 

Metro’s long-winded ‘March of 
Time,’ which went into the can two 
weeks ago yanked out again for re- 
takes. 

John Beal is deserting pix tem- 
porarily for return to the legit. 

Decisions regarding Fox West 
Coast bankruptcy matters set for 
Aug. 3 in latest postponement, 

Shubert Coast Mission 

Lee Shubert is due from New 
York Aug. 1, to look over the Pasa- 
dena Playhouse production of “The 
Man of Wax.’ Arthur Lubin is pro- 
ducing. 

Eleven girls, mostly artiste’ and 
fashion models, have been brought 
from New York by Goldwyn to fill 
the ranks of the ‘Roman Scandals’ 
chorus. 

Termer for Richard Dix to make 
two more pictures for Radio set to 
be signed this week. 

$6,726 as 25% 

Superior court awarded David P. 
Howells judgment for $6,726 against 
Columbia Pictures, Jack and Harry 
Cohn and Joe Brandt in a suit over 
a contract signed in 1923, whereby 
the defendants borrowed $12,500 
from Howells and agreed to give 





him 25% of the profit from ‘Mary | 
of the Movies,’ 


Studio: Fox Hills, Offices: 850 Tenth Ave., 
Holiywood, Cal. Fox New York, N Y, 


Adorable. Original With music. Janet Gaynor, Henry Garat. Dir. Wm. 

Dieterle. 86 mins. Rel. May 19. Rev, May 23. 

After the Ball. British made. Love at a diplomatic ball. Esther Ralston, 

Basil Rathbone. Dir. Milton Rosmer. 68 mins. Rel. Mar. 17. Rev. 

Mar. 21. 

Arizona to Broadway. 

June 23. 

Bondage. Original. Drama. Dorothy Jordan, Alex, Kirkland. Dir. Al. San- 

tell. 67 mins. Rel. Mar. 31. Rev. April 25. 

Broadway Bad. Story by Wm. R. Lipman and W. W. Pezet. Modern drama, 
Joan Blondell, Ginger Rogers, Ricardo Cortes, Margaret Sedden. Dir. 

Sidney Lanfield. 61 mins, Rel. Feb. 24. Rev. Mag. 7. 

Dangerously Yours. Society thief and Warner Baxter, Miriam 
Jordan, Herbert Mundin. Dir. 74 mins. Rel. Feb. 3, 

Rev. Feb. 22. 

Five Cents a Glass. 

Rel. June 30. 

Hello Sister. Stage play. Jas. Dunn, Boots Mallory, ZaSu Pitts. 60 mins, 

Re}. April 14. Rev. May 9. 

Hold Me Tight. Love in a department store. 

David Butler. Rel. May 26. Rev. May 23. 

Humanity. Original. Physician who seeks to save his son from a woman's 

influence. Boots Mallory, Alex. Kirkland, Irene Ware. Dir. John Fran- 

cis Dillon. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. April 25. 

I Loved You Wednesday. Stage play of four tangled lives. Warner Baxter, 

Elissa Landi, Victor Jory. Dir, Henry King. Rel. June 9. Rev. June 20. 

Infernal Machine. From the novel by Carl Sloboda. Drama. Genevieve To- 

bin, Chester Morris. Dir. Marce] Varnel. 65 mins, “el. Feb. 10. Rev. 

cis Dillon. Rel. Mar. 3. Rey. April 265. 

It’s Great to Be Alive. An only man in a world of beautiful women. Raul 
Roulien, Gloria Stuart, Herbert Mundin. Dir. Alfred Werker. Rel. 

June 2. 

Life in the Raw. Western drama, Geo. O’Brien, Claire Trevor. 

King. Rel. June 16. 

Pleasure Cruise. Play by Austen Allen. Jealous husband trails his seagoing 

wife. Dir. Frank Tuttle. Rel. Mar. 24. Rev. April 4. 

dallor’s Luck. Original. Romance of a U. 8. Navy gob. Jas. Dunn, Sally 

Eilers, Victor Jory. Dir. Raoul Walsh. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. Mar. 21. 

Smoke Lightning. From Zane Gray’s ‘Canyon Walls.’ Geo. O’Brien, Nell 

O’Day. Dir. David Howard. Rel. Feb. 17. 

Trick for Trick. Stage play of same title. Ralph Morgan, Victor Jury, Sally 

, Blane. Dir. Hamiiton McFadden, 68 mins. Rel. April 21. Rev, June 13. 

Warrlor’s Husband, The. Stage play by Julian Thompson. An Amazon who 

had a heart. Elissa Landi, Marjorie Rambeau, Ernest Truex, David 

Manners. Dir. Walter Lang. 74 mins. Rel. May 12. (Lasky produc- 

tion.) Rev. May 16. 

Zoo In Budapest. Original. Mystery story in a foreign zoo and an animal. 

Loretta Young, Gene Raymond, O. P. Heggie. Dir. Rowland V. Lee. 

R:'. April 28. Rey. May 2. (Lasky production.) 


Freuler Associates 


Deadwood Pass. Original. Western. Hidden treasure and government agents. 
Tom Tyler, Alice Dah], Wally Wales. Dir. J. P,. McGowan. Rel. Mar, 16. 

Easy Millions. Original. Reputed millionaire loses his job, an inheritance and 

almost his sweetheart. Skeets Gallagher, Dorothy Burgess. Dir. Fred 

Newmayer. Rel. June 30. 

Kise of Araby. Original. Sahara story of British army and Riff, with love 
interest. Marie Alba, Walter Byron, Claire Windsor. Dir. Phil Rosen. 
Rel. Feb. 23. 

Penal Code. Story of a boy’s regeneration surmounting complications. Regis 
Toomey, Helen Cohan, Robert Ellis. Dir. George Melford. 62 mins. 
Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Mar. 7. 

When a Man Rides Alone. Robin Hood of the West and some daring stage 
coach holdups and fast riding. Tom Tyler, Adele Lacey, Duke Lee. 
Dir. J. P. McGowan. Rel. Jan. 29. 


e so Offices: RKO Bidg., Radio City 
Majestic New York City 


Cheating Blondes. (Equitable.) Twin sisters tangled in a murder mystery. 
Thelma Todd, Rolfe Harold. Dir. Jos. Leyering. 61 ming, Rel. April 1. 


James Dunn, Joan Bennett. Dir. Jas. Tinling. Rel. 


rl detective. 
ank Tuttle. 


Love, music and béer. Buddy Rogers, Marian Nixon, 


Jas. Dunn, Sally Bilers. Dir, 


Dir. Louls 


Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 


Rev. May 23 

Cue at Eight. Story of a murder mystery by Octavus Roy Cohen. Rel. 
une. 

Free Love. Rel. May 1, 

Gun Law. Aestern. Jack Hoxie, Betty Boyd. Rel. May 1. 


Sing, Sinner, Sing. Torch singer marries a millionaire. Paul Lukas, Leila 


Hyams. Dir, Christy Cabanne, Rel. May. 

Trouble Busters. Western. Jack Hoxie, Lane Chandler. Rel. May 15. 

Via Pony Express. Jack Hoxie western. Marceline Day. Dir. Lew Collin. 
Rel. Feb. 8. Rev. May 9, 

Woman in the Case, The. Zita Johann, 
shield higher-ups. Rel. June, 


World Gone Mad, The. Story behind present-day conditions. Evelyn Brent, 
Pat O’Brien, Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel, Mar. 1, Rey. April 18. 


Sturios: 43876 Sunset Drive ° Offices: 1600 Broadway 
Hollywood, Cal. Mayfair New York, N. ¥. 


Alimony Madness. Story of alimony evils, Helen Chandler, Leon Waycoff. 
Dir. Breezy Eason. 65 mins, Rel. April 1, Rey. May 9, 

Behind Jury Doors. Newspaper reporter unearths a jury-framing case after 
many adventures. Helen Chandler, Wm. Collier, Jr, Dir. Breezy Eason. 
67 mins. Rel, Dec. 1, Rev. Mar. 28. 

Her Resale Value. Story of a di ntled wife. June Clyde, Geo. Lewis. 
Dir. Breezy Eason. 63 mins. 1, April 16. Rev. June 27. 

Justice Takes a Holiday. Original. Father love drives a convict back to 
jail. H. B. Warner, Huntley Gordon, Audrey Ferris. Dir. Spencer Ben- 
nett. 63 mins. Rel. Feb. Rev. April 26. 

Revenge at Monte Cario. Diplomacy in a small European kingdom. Jose 
Crespo, Wheeler Oakman, Dorothy Gulliver. Dir. Breezy Eason. 63 
mine. Rel. Feb. Rev. May 2. : 


Woman is framed for a crime to 


Studios: Culver Cit Offices: 1540 Broadwa 
Calf. Metro New York, N'Y. 


Barbarian, The. Ramon Novarro as an Egyptian guide who is really a prince. 
Myrna Loy, Reginald Denny, Dir. Sam Wood. 80 mins. Rel. May 12. 
Rel. May 16. 

Clear All Wires. Picturization of the recent Broadway hit about a foreign 
correspondent. Lee Tracy. Benita Hume. Dir. George Hill. 78 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. Mar. 24. e 

Devil’e Grother, The. Operetta ‘Fra Diayolo.’ Laurel and Hardy, Dennis 
King, Thelma Todd, Jas. Finlayson. Dir. Hal Roach. 91 mins. Rel. 
May 5. Rev. June 13, 

Fast Workers. John Gilbert as a skyscraper worker. Robert Armstrong, Mae 

Clarke, Muriel Kirkland. Dir, Tod Browning, Rel. Mar. 10. Rey. Mar. 21. 

Gabrie! Over the White House. From an anonymous novel. The U. 8S. under 

@ dictator. Waiter Huston, Karen Morley, Franchot Tone. Dir. Greg- 

ory La Cava. Rel. Mar. 31. Kev. April 4. 

Hell Below. The submarine heroes of the World War. Robert Montgomery, 

Jimmy Durante. Madge Evans, Walter Huston. Dir. Jack Conway. 

Rel. June 9. Rev. May 2. 

Hold Your Man. A smart aleck crook who escapes everything but love. 

Jean Harlow, Clark Gable, Stuart Erwin. Dir. Sam Wood. Rel. June 30. 

Rev. July 4. 

Lady of the Night. Night life in a great city. Loretta Young, Ricardo Cor- 

tez, Franchot Tone, Una Merkel. Dir. William Wellman. Kel. July 14. 

Looking Forward. The story of a great London department store. Based on 

the English stage success. Lionel Barrymore, Lewis Stone. Dir. « ar- 


ence Brown. 93 mins. Rel. April 7. Rev. May 2. 

Made on Broadway. Original. Press agent power in politics and seoriety. 
Robt. Montgomery, Madge Evans, Sally Wilers, Eugene Pallette. Dir. 
Harry Beaumont, 170 mins. Rei, May 19. 

Men Must Fight. Picturization of the Broadway play. The war problem in 
1940. Diana Wynyard, Phillips Holmes, Lewis Stone, Dir. Bdge Sel- 
wyn. Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. March 14. 

Nuleance, The. Lee Tracy as an ambulance-chasing lawyer Madsne Evans, 
Frank Mergan, Charles Butterworth Dir, Jack Conway S4 mira Rel 


June 2 Rev. May 30. 





(Continued on page 51) 
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A WILLIAM ROWLAND—MONTE BRICE Production 
With Leo Carrillo, Mary Brian, Roger Fao eest eniteaine Lillian Miles, 
Bobby Watson, William Frawley, Alexander Gray, 4 Eaton Boys, Bernice 
Claire, Doris Carson, Jack Denny and orchestra. Frank and Milt Britton 
Band, Richard King ® Story by Sig Herzig and Arthur Jarrett. Dances staged 
by Bobby Connolly. Songs and lyrics by Jay Gorney, Herman Hupfeld, Al 
Siegel, Sammy Fain, E. Y. Harburg. Directed by Karl Freund. Dialogue 
direction, Monte Brice. 
& 





















Produced under the personal supervision of Stanley Bergerman. 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


(Continued from page 49) 


Peg o’ My Heart. From the famous play. Marion Davies, Onslow 
Juliette Compton, J. Farrell MacDonald. Dir. Robt. Z. 
May 26. Rev. May 23. 


Rasputin and the Empress. 





Stevens, 
Leonn-d. Rel. 


The Russian overthrow and its cau. 
Ethe! an! Lionel Barrymore. Dir. Rich. Boleslavsky. 
133 mins. Rel. March 24. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Reunion in Vienna, From Sherwood’s stage p iy. Exiled roysity returns for 
a last filing. John Barrymore, Diana Wynyard, Frank Mcrgan. Dir. 
Sidney Franklin. Rel. June 16. Rev. May 2. 

Secret of Madame Blanche, The. Based on Martin Brown’s play “The Lady.’ 
Irene Dunne, Phillips Holmes. Dir. Chas. Brabin. 83 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. 
Rev. Feb. 7. 

Strange Rhapsody. Love story with a background of Sarajevo and the assas- 
sination which precipitated the World War. Based on the Hungarian 


John, 
Roads iow time, 


play of the same title. Nils Asther, Kay Francis, Walter Huston. Dir. 
Richard Boleslavsky. Rel. July 7. 

Today We Live. An English girl ambulance-driver during the war. Joan 
Crawford, Gary Cooper. Dir. Howard Hawks. Rel. April 21. Rev. 


April 18 


What! No Beer? Buster Keaton and Jimmy Durante in the beer racket. 
Phillip Barry, Roscoe Ates, John Miljan. Dir. Edward Sedgwick. 64 
mins. Rel. Feb. 10. Rev. Feb 14, 

When Ladies Meet. Based on Rachel Crothers’ Broadway success. Ann 


Harding, Robert- Montgomery, Frank Morgan. Dir. Harry Beaumont. 
Rel. June 23. Rev. June 27. 
White Sister The. Based on the famous F. Marion Crawford novel. 


Hayes, Clark Gable. Dir. Victor Fleming. Rel. April 14. 


Studio: 6048 Sunset Bivd., Office: 723 Seventh Ave. 

Hollywood, cal. Monogram New York, N. Y. 

Breed of the Border. Western in which an auto racer turns cowboy. Bob 
Steele, Marion Byron. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 53 mins. Rel. Mar. 1. 
Rev. May 16. 

Oliver Twist. Dickens’ story. Dickie Moore, Irving Pickel, Wm. Boyd, Doris 
Lioyd. Dir. Wm. Cowen. 80 mins. Rel. Feb. 28. Rev. April 18. 
Strange Adventure. Sob sister and detective avenge a millionaire. Regis 

‘oomey, June Clyde. Dir. Phil Whitman and Hampton Del Ruth. 60 
Rel. Feb. 14. Rev. Feb. 14. 
Trailing North. Texas ranger gets far from home, but gets his man. 
Steele, Doris Hill. Dir. J. P. McCarthy. 75 mins. Rev. June 6 


Studios: 5851 Marathon St. Offices: 1501 Broadwa 
Hollywood, Calif. Paramount New York, NY. 

Bedtime Story, A. Original. Chevalier adopts a baby. Maurice Chevalier, 
Edw. Everett Horton, Helen Twelvetrees. Dir. Norman Taurog. 85 
mins. Rel. April 21. Rev. April 25. 

College Humor. Comedy. Bing Crosby, Jack Oakie, Rich. Arlen, Mary Carl- 
isle, Burns and Allen. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 6624. Rel. June 30. 

Crime of the Century, The. From the European stage play of same title. 
Jean Hersholt, Frances Dee, Wynne Gibson, David Landau. Dir. Wm. 
Beaudine, 6624, Rel. Feb. 24. Rev. Feb. 21. . 

Dead Reckoning changed to Turn Aboard. Original sea story by Robt. Pres- 
nell of a Flying Dutchman of today. Shirley Gray, Chas. Ruggles, John 
Halliday, Verree Teasdale. Dir. Paul Sloane. 6046. Rel. Mar. 24, 

Disgraced. Story of betrayed love. Helen Twelvetrees, Bruce Cabot. 
Earle C. Kenton. 5740. Rel. July 7. 

Eagle and the Hawk, The. Story of the Royal Flying Squadron in the World 
War. Frederic March, Jack Oakie, Cary Grant, Carole Lombard. Dir. 
Stuart Walker. 74 mins. Rel. May 19. Rev. May 16. 

From Hell to Heaven. Romance story based on play by Lawrence Hazard, 
with a race-track slant. Not a racing drama. Carole Lombard, Jack 
Oakie. Dir. Erle Kenton. Rel. Feb. 24. Rev. Mar. 21. 

Gambling Ship. Explanatory title. Cary Grant, Benita Hume. 
Gasnier. 6331. Max Marcin. Rel. June 23. 

Hello, Everybody. Original radio story by Fannie Hurst. Kate Smith, Ran- 
dolf Scott, Sally Blane. Dir. Seiter. 6288. Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. Jan, 31. 

Girl in 419, The. Mysterious beauty in a hospital drama. Jas. Dunn, Gloria 
Stuart, David Manners. Dir. George Somnes, Alexander Hall. 65 mins. 
Rel. May 26. Rev. May 23. 

Her Bodyguard. A musical comedy star and her hired sleuth. Wynne Gib- 
son, Edmund Lowe, Johnny Hines, Marjorie White. Dir. Wm. Beaudine. 
Rel. July 21. 

I Love That Man. 


Helen 


mins. 
Bob 


Dir. 


Dir. Louis 


(Rogers production.) Romantic drama. Edmund Lowe, 
Nancy Carroll. Dir. Harry Joe Brown. 74 mins. Rel. June 9. 
international House. Farce comedy. Peggy Hopkins Joyce, W. C. Fieids, 
Rudy Vallee, Stuart Erwin, Sari Maritza, Burns and Allen ,Cab Callo- 
way. Dir. Eddie Sutherland. 68 mins. Rel. June 2, Rev. May 30. 
Jennie Gerhardt. From the Theo. Dreiser story. Sylvia Sidney, Donald Cook, 
Mary Astor. Dir. Marion Gering. 95 mins. Rel. June 16. Rev. June 13. 
Lady’s Profession, A. Story by Nina Wilcox Putnam. Speakeasy prop. mas- 
querading as riding master. Geo. Barbier, Sari Maritza. Dir. Norman 
MacLeod. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. Mar. 28. 
Luxury Liner. From the novel by Gina Kaus. 
Geo. Brent, Zita Johann, Alice White, Verree Teasdale. 
Mendez under B. P. Schulberg. 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. 
Mama Loves Papa. Trials of a henpecked. Chas. Ruggles, Mary Boland, 
Lilyan Tashman, Walter Catlett. Dir. Norman McLeod. Rel. July 14, 
Man of the Forest. Western. Harry Carey, Randolph Scott, Verna Hillie. 
Dir. Henry Hathaway. Rel. July 14, 
Midnight Club, The. London jewel thieves. 


Grand Hotel on shipboard. 
Dir. by Lothar 
Rev. Feb. 7. 


Geo. Raft, Clive Brook, Guy 


eesndins. Alison Skipworth, Dir. Geo. Somnes and Alex Hall. Rel. 
uly 28. 
Murders in the Zoo. Original by Philip Wylie and Seton L Miller. Drama 


Chas. Ruggles, Lionel Atwill, Gail 
Rel. Mar. 17. Rev. April 4. 
Dir. Allen, Rel. Jan. 27. 


largely held to a zoological garden. 
Patrick. Dir. Edw. Sutherland. 5557. 

Mysterious Rider. Western. Kent Taylor. 
June 6 

No Man of Her Own. From the novel 
Carole Lombard, Dorothy Mackaill. Dir. 
special. Rev. Jan. 3 

Pick Up. (Schulberg.) A girl of the people and a service station sheik. Sylvia 
Sidney, Geo. Raft. Dir. Marion Gering. Rel. Mar. 31. Rev. Mar. 28. 

Sign of the Cross, The. Spectacular version of Wilson Barrett’s play of 
Roman persecution of the Christians. Claudette Colbert, Fredric March, 


Rev. 


Clark Gable, 


‘No Bed of Her Own.’ 
December 


Wesley Ruggles. 


Elissa Landi, Chas, Laughton. Dir. Cecil B. De Mille. 118 mins. Regu- 
lar release Feb. 10. Rev. Dec. 6. 
Song of the Eagle. Beer problem from the angle of an honest brewer. Chas. 


Bickford, Rich. Arlen, Jean Hersholk, Mary Brian. Dir. Ralph Murphy. 
65 mins. Rel. April 28. Rev. May 2. 

Story of Temple Drake, The. From Wm. Faulkner’s ‘Sanctuary.’ The story 
of an oversexed girl. Miriam Hopkins, Jack La Rue, Wm. Collier, Jr. 
Dir. Stephen Roberts. 68 mins. Rel. May 12. Rev. May 9. 

Strictly Personal. (Rogers.) Original by Wilson Mizner and Robt. T. Shan- 
non on the matrimonial agency racket. Marjorie Rambeau, Eddie Quil- 
lan, Dorothy Jordan. Dir. Ralph Murphy. Rel. Mar. 19. Rev. Mar. 21. 


Sunset Pass. Zane Grey western. Tom Keene, Randolph Scott, Kathleen 


Burke. Dir. Henry Hathaway. 46 mins. Rel. May 26. 

Supernatural. Original. Odd story of a transferred soul. Carole Lombard, 
Randolph Scott, Vivienne Osborne. Dir. Victor Halperin. 65 mins. 
Rel. May 12. Rev. April 25. 

Claudette 


Tonight Is Ours. Noel Coward’s ‘The Queen Was in the Parlor.’ 


Colbert, Frederic March, Allison Skipworth. Dir. Stuart Walker. Rel. 
Jan. 13. Rev. Jan. 24. 
From the Zane Grey story. Stuart Erwin, Verna 


Under the Tonto Rim. 
Hillie, Ray Hatton. Dir. Henry Hathaway. Rel. Mar. 24. 

Woman Accused, The. From the story in ‘Liberty’ by ten well-known authors 
Gir! accused of murder with action chiefly on a pleasure cruise. Nancy 
Carroll, Cary Grant, John Halliday. Dir. Paul Sloan. Rel. Feb. 17 
Rev. Mar. 14. 

Offices: 11 West 42d St., 

New York, N. Y. 


55 mins. 


Principal 


dungle Gigilo. Travel. Humorous treatment of Sumatran customs. 
Rel. Feb. 15. 

Voodoo. Travel. 
‘White King of LaGonave.’ 


R.K.O. Radio 


Big Brain, The. A small town barber becomes a big 
crook. George E. Stone, Fay Wray, Phillips Holmes, Lilian 
George Archainbaud. 72 mins. Rel. June 16. 


Christoph t . From Frankau play. Story of a daring 
per Se wo Dir. Dorothy Arz- | 


Voodoo ceremonies in Haiti produced by Sergeant Wirkus, 
4 reels. . Rel. Feb. 15. 


Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 
Radio City, N.Y.C. 


time gambler and 
gond. Dir. 


Studios: Hollywood, 
Calif. 


English avia- 


trice. Katherine Hepburn, Colin Clive, Billie Burke. 
ner. 77 mins. Rel. Mar. 31. Rev. Mar. 14. 
Cross Fire. Action western. Tom Keene, Betty Furness, Edgar Ke nnedy. | 


Dir. Otto Brower. 55 mins. Rel. June 30. 


Diplomaniacs, The. Wheeler and Woolsey are sent by an Indian tribe to 
bring peace to the Geneva Conference. Dir. Wm. Seiter. 59 mins. Rel. 


May. Rev. May 2. 

Emergency Call. Exposing racketeering in city hospitals. Bill Boyd, Wynne 
Gibson, William Gargan. Dir. Edward Cahn. 61 mins. Rel, May 19. 

Goldie Gets Along. Movie-struck girl who works the beauty contest racket. 
Lili Damita, Chas. Morton, Sam Hardy. 68 mins. Rel, Jan. 27. Rev. 
June 6. 

Great Jasper, The. Novel by Fulton Oursler. Dix as a motorman who turns 
palmist. Rich. Dix, Wera Engels, Edna May Oliver. Dir. J. Walter 
Ruben. 83 mins. Rel. Mar. 3. Kev. Feb. 21. 

India Speaks. Travelog of India with Richard Halliburton as narrator. Dir. 
Walter Futter. 77 mins. Rel. April 28. 

King Kong. Original. A 50-foot ape is captured in the wilds and creates 
havoc when it escapes while on exhibition in New York. Fay Wray, Robt 
Armstrong. Dir. Merian C. Cooper. 100 mins. Rev. April 7. 


Wm. 
Feb 


Bill Boyd, 


Glorifying the picture stunt men. 
Rel. 


Lucky Devils. Original. 
Dir. Merian C. Cooper. 63 mins. 


Gargan, Dorothy Wilson. 


3. Rev. Feb. 21. 

Man Hunt. Junior amateur detective captures jewel thieves. Junior Durkin, 
Mrs. Wallace Reid, Virginia Henry. Dir. Irving Cummings. 64 mins. 
Rel. Mar. 24. Rev. May 9. 

Melody Cruise. Musical novelty which takes place on a world cruise. Charlie 


Ruggles, Phil Harris, Greta Nissen, Helen Mack. Dir. Mark Sandrich, 


76 mins. Rel. June 23. 

Men of America. How a small town inhabited by Americanized foreigners 
gets rid of racketeers. Bill Boyd, Dorothy Wilson, Chic Sale. Dir. 
Ralph Ince. 57 mins. Rel. Dec. %, 1932. 

Monkey’s Paw, The. W. W. Jacobs mystery stery of a hoodooed charm. C. 
Aubrey Smith, Ivan Simpson, Louise Carter. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 66 


mins. Rel. Jan. 13. Rev. June 6. 

Our Betters. From Maugham's play. English high society. Constance Ben- 
pert, are Roland. Dir. Geo. Cukor. 84 mins, Rel. Mar. 17. Rev. 
eb. . 


Professional Sweetheart. The story of a radio singer who is forced to live 
up to her publicized angelic character when her greatest desire is to be 
naughty-naughty. Ginger Rogers, Norman Foster, Gregory Ratoff, Zasu 
Pitts. Dir. William A. Seiter. 73 mins. Rel. June 9. 

Sailor Be Good. Original. The fleet's in again. Jack Oakie, 
pet eerae E. Stone. Dir. Jas. Cruze. 68 mins. Rel 

eb. 6 


Scarlet River. 
Wilson, Roscoe Ates. 


Vivienne Os- 
Feb. 10. Rev. 


Picture company films a western film. Tom Keene, Dorothy 
Dir. Otto Brown. 64 mins. Rel. Mar. 10. Rev. 


May 30. 

Silver Cord, The. Mother love carried to excess. Irene Dunne, Laura Hope 
Crews, Joel McCrea, Frances Dee. Dir. John Cromwell. 76 mins. 
Rel, May 19. Rev. May 9. 

Son of the Border. Action western. Tom Keene, Julie Haydon, Creighton 
Chaney. Dir. Lloyd Nosler. 55 mins, Rel. May 5. 

Sweepings. Novel. Biographical study of a merchant prince. Lione) Barry- 


more, Alan Dinehart, Gloria Stuart. Dir. John Cromwell. 77 mins, Rel. 
April 14. Rev. Mar. 28. 
Tomorrow at Seven. Novel murder mystery. Chester Morris, Vivienne Os- 
porne, Frank McHugh. Dir. Ray Enright. 62 mins. Rel. June 2, Rev. 
uly 4. 
Topaze. From the stage play of that title py Marcel Prevost. French story 
of an innocent who gets wise to the way of municipal graft. John Barry- 


more, Myrna Loy, Albert Conti. Dir. Harry D’Arrast. 80 mins. Rel. 


Feb. 24. Rev. Feb. 8. 
° : Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
United Artists New York, NY. 
Hallelujah, I'm a Bum, Al Jolson introduces the new ‘rhythmic dialogue.’ 


Jolson, Madge Evans, Harry Langdon, Frank Morgan, Chester Conk- 
lin. Dir. Lewis Milestone. 80 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. Rev. Feb. 14. 

| Cover the Waterfront. Adaptation of Max Miller’s best seller about his 
exploits in the San Diego harbor. Claudette Colbert, Ben Lyon and 
Ernest Torrence. Dir. James Cruze. 70 mins. Rel. May 12. Rev. May 23. 

Masuerader, The. Based on John Hunter Booth’s adaptation of Katherine 
Cecil Thaurston’s novel. Cousins of identical appearance change places, 
with intriguing political and romantic results. Ronald Colman, Elissi 
Landi. Dir. Richard Wallace. 75 mins. Rel. Aug. 18. 

Perfect Understanding. Swanson original laid in England. Gloria Swanson, 
Laurence Clivier, Genevieve Tobin, Sir Nigel Playfair, John Halliday. 


Providence 6. o. 


(Continued from page 10) 


Providence. A few months ago 
there were four theatres along the 
main stem with vaudeville. Two 
variety stands are already dark, and 
the Albee switch places’ FProvi- 
dence back where it was three years 
ago, with only one stand featuring 
stage shows. 

Of particular interest is the fact 
that business held up on the Albee’s 
first day of double pictures as well 
as it would have with combination 
policy. This is largely due, it is be- 
lieved, to the strength of Constance 
Bennett in these parts, her latest 
film, ‘Bed of Roses,’ playing on the 
same bill with ‘Flying Devils.’ 
Loew's State, of course, will be in 
a field by itself this week. Vaude- 
ville has righted things at this spot 
since early spring, before that house 
being at the tail end of parade with 
pictures only. 

‘Storm at Daybreak’ and a snappy 
vaudeville show will give Loew’s a 
splendid $12,000 if weather continues 
kind. Last week ‘Peg o’ My Heart’ 
built up surprisingly well to gross 
$12,500. 

The other two major picture 
spots, Paramount and the Majestic, 
are doing fairly well, with the Par- 
amount having the edge. Cool 
weather is doing all right by the 
RKO Victory. especially as_ this 
small spot is the only house down- 
town not equipped with a ventilat- 
ing system, and when the mercury 
soars it’s just too bad. 

Presently there seems to be a wild 
scurry to showing of foreign made 
films, particularly German. This 
was precipitated a few weeks ago 
by the small Community Theatre in 
Centredale, a few miles outside of 
Providence, when ‘Maedchen in 
Uniform’ was shown. Business was 
good, encouraging Samuel Bomes to 
book it last week for his two Provi- 
dence nabe theatres. 

This week Meyer Staniler, owner 
of the Community, is showing “Two 
Hearts in Waltz Time,’ for three 
days, and hereafter the young ex- 
hibitor plans to show foreign-made 
films at least once a week. 

Estimates for This Week - 

Loew’s State (3,200; 15-40) ‘Storm 
at Daybreak’ (MG) and vaudeville, 
Nice drawing names in picture get- 
ting favorable comment; house will 
make swell showing this week if 
the weather continues cool; at least 
$12,000, excellent. Last week ‘Peg 
o’ My Heart’ (MG) made a big 
hit with the big Irish population 





Dir. Cyril Gardner. 84 mins. Rel. Feb. 22. Rev. Feb. 28. 

Samarang. Love amid the pear! divers in Malaysia. Native cast. 
Wing. 60 mins. Rel. June 23. Rev. July 4. 

Secrets.. Stage play. Man tries to hide from his wife secrets she pretends not 
to know. Mary Pickford, Leslie Howard. Dir. Frank Borzage. 83 mins. 
Rel. April 16. Rev. Mar. 21. 

Yes, Mr. Brown. Farce comedy with music, laid in Vienna, 
Margot Grahame and Elsie Randolph. Dir. Jack Buchanan. 
No date set. 


Studio: Universal City, 
Calif. 


Be Mine Tonight. Comedy-drama. 
Swiss Alps. Starring Jan Kiepura. 
Mar. 23. Rev. April 18. 
Cage, The. Original. Man against beast, different from jungle films. 
Clyde Beatty, Raymond Hatton, Anita Page, Andy Devine. Dir. Kurt 
Neumann. 78 mins. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. May 16. 
Cohens and Kellys In Trouble. Comedy. Famous team in story with nautica) 
background. George Sidney and Charlie Murray. Dir. George Stevens. 
Rel. March 23. Rev. Apri! 18 

Destination Unknown. Adventure on a rum runner adrift in the Pacific. Pat 
O’Brien, Ralph Bellamy, Betty Compson. Dir. Ray Garnett. Rel. Mar. 2. 
Rev. April 11. 
Fighting President, The. Newsreel assembly of the life of F. D. Roosevelt. 
Screen !ecture by Edwin C. Hill. Specia)] release, Rev. April 11. 
Hidden Gold. Tom Mix pals with bank robbers to locate hiding place of their 
loot. Judith Barrie, Ray Hatton, Eddie Gribbon. Dir. Arthur Rosson. 
58 mins. Rel. Nov. 3. Rev. Mar. 28 

King of the Arena. Ken Maynard in a circus story. Lucille Brown, Robt. 
Kortman. 6 reels. Rel. June 18. 

King of Jazz, The. Reissue, with Paul Whiteman, John Boles. 
Murray Anderson. 9 reels. Rel. May 18. 

Kiss Before the Mirror, The. Powerful drama of human emotions. 
Carroll, Paul Lukas, Frank Morgan, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Jas. 
67 mins. Rel. April 20. Rev. May 16. 

Lucky Dog. Touching and dramatic story of devotion that exists between a 
man and his dog. Chic Sale. Dir. Zion Myers. Rel. April 6. 


Dir. Ward 


Jack Buchanan, 
69 mins. 


Offices: 730 Fifth Ave., 


Universal New York, N.Y 


Love story unfolded in scenic beauty ot 
Dir. Anatol Litwak. 85 mins. Rel. 


Dir. John 


Nancy 
Whale. 


Nagana. Tropical drama. Tala Birell, Melvyn Douglas. Dir. E. L. Frank. 
Rel. Jan. 26. Rev. Feb. 21. 
Out All Night. Comedy. Slim Summerville-Zasu Pitts. Dir. Sam Taylor 


Rel. April 13. Rev. April 11. 
Private Jones. Comedy in which a slacker finds himself very much in the 
Lee Tracy, Donald Cook, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Russell Mack. 70 


war. 
mins. Rel. Feb. 16. Rev. March 28. 

Rebel, The. Napoleonic story in the Austrian Tyrol. Vilma Banky, Luis 
Trenker, Victor Varconi. (Foreign made.) Dir. Luis Trenker, Edwin 
Knopf. Rel. June 1. 

Rustlers’ Roundup, The. Action Western with Tom Mix, Diana Sinclair. Dir. 
Henry MacRae. 56 mins. Rel. Mar. 16. 

Terror Trail. Original, Tom Mix western. Naomi Judge, Arthur Rankin, 
Ray Hatton. Dir. Armand Schaeffer. 55 mins. Rel. Feb. 2 Rev. 


Feb. 14. 
They Just Had to Get Married. Matrimonial adventures of a newlyrich 
couple. Slim Summerville, Zasu Pitts. Dir. Edw. Ludwig. 71 mins. 


Rel. Jan. 5. Rev. Feb. 14. 
Studios Cubere. Warner Brothers one Se yf \ 


The story of a hard-boiled girl who reached the top.. Barbara 


Baby Face. 
Dir. Alfred E. Green. 71 mins. Rel. July 1. 


Stanwyck, Geo. Brent. 
Rev. June 27, 
Ex-Lady. An experimental marriage stmkes a snag. 
mond, Frank McHugh. Dir. Robert Florey. 
Rev. May 16. 

42d Street. A musical production with the theatre as the background. Bebe 
Daniels, Warner Baxter, Ruby Keeler, George Brent, Ginger Rogers, 
Dick Powell, Guy Kibbee. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 89 mins. Rel. Mar. 11. 


Bette Davis, Gene Ray- 
67 mins. Rel. April 8. 


Rev. 14, 

Girl Missing. ‘wo girls cleverly foil a kidnapping plot. Glenda Farrell, Ben 
Lyon, Mary Brian, Peggy Shannon. Dir. Robt. Florey. 69 mins. Rel. 
Mar. 4. Rev. Mar. 21. 





| Golddiggers of 1933. 


New version of Avery Hopwood’s stageplay done as a 


super-musical. Warren Williams, Joan Blondell. Dir. Mervyn LeRoy. 
94 mins. Rel. May 27. Rev. June 13, 

Haunted Gold. Search for gold In a haunted mine. John Wayne. Dir. Mack 
Wright. 58 mins. Rel. Dec. 17. Rev. Jan. 17, 


(Continued on page 63) 


here, and grossed $12,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-40) 1T 
Loved You Wednesday’ (Fox) and 
‘The Outsider’ (MG). Papers no 
help with their adverse criticisms, 
but nevertheless house will make 
the hurdles for at least $5,500, oke, 
but should have been better. Last 
week ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB) closed 
three weeks showing here, close to 
$17,500 for the three weeks. First 
week was way off because of 
weather, second built up nicely, but 
final week slid to $5,000. Showing 
sort of disappointing, but no fault 
of picture or the house as torrid 
weather of first stanza threw every- 
thing out of gear. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-40) ‘I Love 
That Man’ (Par), and ‘Man of the 
Forest’ (Par). Opened meekly but 
pace quickened over the week-end; 
now looks to garner at least $6,000, 
not bad at all. Last week ‘The 
Rebel’ (U) and ‘Gambling Ship’ 
(Par), weather largely responsible 
for the manner in which the house 
sprinted from scratch to a fair 
$5,000. 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-40) ‘Bed of 
Roses’ (RKO) and ‘Flying Devils’ 
(RKO). Surprising start for new 
policy of straight pictures. Ben- 
nett’s popularity responsible for the 
brisk pace. Of late house has had 
to depend upon its vaudeville to 
pull through, and what will happen 
after this stanza will largely depend 
upon the product. Will reach at 
least $7,500, splendid. Last week 
‘Don’t Bet on Love’ (U) was lucky 
it had a good stage show to pull 
it through; comment against it but 
vaudeville, headed by Bob Hope, 
built the hiz close to $5,100, fair. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25) ‘Un- 
known Valley’ (Col) and ‘Cocktail 
Hour’ (RKO). Buck Jones oke, and 
serial, ‘Three Musketeers,’ just what 
they want at this stand, but the 
Daniels film more sour grapes. 
Weather helping a bit and gross 
probably will not go under $2,500, 
oke. Last week ‘Silent Men’ (Col) 
and ‘Ann Carver’ (Col), $1,900. 


TOOTHACHE GIVES LAYOFF. 


Up- 





Sylvia Sidney’s Wise Molar 
sets ‘Way to Love’ 


Hollywood, July 17. 
With Sylvia Sidney in Cedars of 
Lebanon hospital for an operation 
to remove an impacted wisdom 
tooth, Paramount’s English version 
of Chevalier’s ‘Way to Love’ has 
been halted. Company is dismissed 


for three weeks. 

Meantime studio will go ahead 
with the French edition, which 
was to have followed the English. 


This is expected to take three 
weeks in production and allow for 
Miss Sidney’s recovery. 
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53 


VARIETY 








RELEASES 


Keyhole, The. A woman finds herself the wife of two men. 
George Brent. Glenda Farrell. Dir. Michael Curtiz. 
Rev. April 4. 
King’s Vacation, The. 
- out toe visit his first wife. 
Feb. 28. Rev. Jan. 24. 
Life of Jimmy Dolan, The. From a recent novel. Prizefighter finds regener- 
ation. Doug Fairbanks, Jr., Loretta Young, Aline McMahon, Guy Kibbe 
89 mins. Rel. June 3. Rev. June 20. 
Mayor of Hell, The. From Iselin Auster’s drama. 
Jas. Cagney, Madge Evans, Frankie Darrow. Rel. June 24. Rev. July 4 
One Way Passage. Love develops for a prisoner. Kay Francis, William Pow- 
ell. Dir. Tay Garnett. Time, 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 22. Rev. Oct. 18. 
Picture Snatcher, The. Semi-gangster story of a news photographer. Jas 
Cagney, Patricia Ellis, Alice White, Ralph Bellamy. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 
70 mins. Rel. April 19. Rev. May 23. 
Private Detective 62. From a fiction story. 





(Continued from page 51) 





Kay 
Rel. 


Francis 
Mar. 25 


From a story by Ernest Pascal. The king takes time 
Geo. Arliss. Dir, John Adolfi. 62 mins. Re! 


Reform school background 


William Powell, Margaret Lind- 


say. 67 mins. Rel. June 17. 
Silk Express, The. Mystery drama of silk shipments. Niel Hamilton, Allen 
Jenkins, Dudley Digges. 61 mins. Rel. June 10. Rev. June 27. 


Telegraph Trail. Difficulties encountered in the building of the telegraph. 
John Wayne, Frank McHugh, Marceline Day. Dir. Tenny Wright. 65 
mins. Rel. Mar. 18. Rev. April 4. 

Untamed Africa. Thrilling African adventure. 
D. Hubbard, F.A.G.S. Rel. April 8. 

Wax Museum, The. Original. (Technicolor.) Mystery and thrills in a wax 
works. Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray, Glenda Farrell. Dir. Michae] Curtiz. 
78 mins. Rel. Feb. 18. Rev. Feb. 21. - 

Working Man, The. Original. Romance in the shoe business. Geo. Arliss, 
Bette Davis. Dir. John Adolfi. 77 mins. Rel. May 6. Rev. April 25. 


World Wide Offices: 


(Releasing Through Fox) 


Under supervision of Wynant 


1501 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


Between Fighting Men. Conflict between the sheep men and cattle raisers. 
Ken Maynard, Ruth Hall. Dir. Forrest Sheldon. Time, 62 mins. Rel. 
Oct. 16. Rev. Feb. 14. . 

Constant Woman, The. From Eugene O'’Neill’s play ‘Recklessness.’ 
Nagel, Leila Hyams. Dir. Victor Schertzinger. Rel. April 23. 

hone Avenger, The. Original. Ken Maynard wéstern. Murie] Gordon. 
Alan James. 61 mins. Rel. May 14. Rev. July 4. 

Phantom Thunderbolt. Ken Maynard western in which he helps Coyote 
Gulch get the railroad by cleaning out a gang. Francis Lee. Dir. Alan 
James. 61 mins. Rel. Mar. 5. Rev. June 27. 

Study in Scarlet, A. Sherlock Holmes story. Reginald Owen, June Clyde, 


Conrad 


Dir. 


Anna May Wong. Dir. Edw. L. Marin. 73 mins. Rel. May 14. Rev. 
June 6. 
Miscellaneous Releases 
Cougar. (Sidney Snow.) Jay Bruce captures mountain lions with bare hands. 


70 mins. Rev. May 30. 
High Gear. (Goldsmith.) Auto race story. Jackie Searle, James Murray, 
Joan Marsh. Dir. Leigh Jason, 65 mins. Rev. April 18. 
Sucker Money. (Kent.) Exposé of fortune telling. Muscha Auer, Phyllis 
yoni een Dir. Dorothy Reed and Melville Shyer. 65 mins. Rev. 
pr . 


Taming of the Jungle. (Invincible.) Animal training methods. Rev. June 6. 

What Price Decency. (Equitable.) From a stage play. Jungle background 
for story of a girl tricked by a mock marriage. Dorothy Burgess, Alan 
Hale. Dir. Arthur Gregor. 60 mins. Rev. Mar. 7. 


British Releases 


(Gaumont-British.) Romance with music and singing, 
visualizing the dream of a spirited young girl. Annabella, Jean Murat, 
Duvalles. Dir. Joe May. 88 mins. Rel. June 3. Rev. June 6. 

Footsteps in the Night. (Gaumont-British). Based on the mystery novel 
by Mrs. C. Fraser Simson. Mystery story of a rudely interrupted honey- 
— Hume. Dir. Maurice Elvey. 59 mins. Rel. April 18. Rev. 

ay 

Night and Day. (Gaumont-British.) Farce comedy of a thief chase in a wax 

museum, Jack Hurlburt, Cicely Courtneidge. 76 mins. Rev. May 30. 

Head, The. (Gaumont-British.) Based on the famous novel of the 

same name by Jules Renard. A story of child-life. Harry Baur, Rob- 

ert Lynen, Catherine Fonteney. Dir. Julien Duvivier. 90 mins. Rel. 

May 25. ev. May 30. 

Savage Gold. Commander Dyott’s thrilling adventures with savage hunters. 
Comm, Dyott. Dir. Commander George Dyott. 67 mins. 

Wives Beware. (Regent.) Farcical story of a would-be cheating husband. 
Adolphe Menjou, Claude Allister. Dir. Fred Niblo. 61 mins. Rev. May 30. 


Companion Wanted. 


Red 


Foreign Language Films 


(Note: Because of the slow movement of foreign films, this list covers one 
year of releases.) 
(Most of these available with English titles.) 
Barberina, die Taenzerin von Sansouci. (Capital) (Ger.). Musical comedy. 
Lil Dagover, Otto Gebuehr. Dir. Carl Froelich. 83 mins. Rel. Nov. 20. 
Berlin-Alexanderplatz (Ger) (Capital). Strong crime drama. H einrich 
George, Maria Bard. Dir. Phil Jutzi. 90 mins, Rel. May 1. Rev. May 16. 
Broken Vow, The. (Capital) (Polish). From a novel. Krystyna Ankwicz, 
M. Cybulski. 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 
Cing Gentleman Maudit (Protex) (French). Mystery drama. Rene Lefevre, 
Harry Baur. Dir. Julien Duvivier. 78 mins. Rel. Jan. Rev. Jan, 24. 
Clown George (Russ.) (Amkino). A clown saves the nation. Dir. Soloviev. 
58 mins Rel. Aug. 21. Rev. Sept. 13. 
Das Nachtigall Made! (Capital) (Ger). Love in Hawaii. Dir. Leo Lasky. 
80 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 31. 
Das Schoene Abenteuer (German) (Protex). 
von Nagy. Dir. Reinhold Schunzel. 83 mins. 
David Golder (French) (Protex). Drama. Harry Baur. 
90 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 25. 
er Ball (German) (Protex). Domestic comedy. 
Thiele. 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 9. 
Der Brave Suender (Ger) (European). 


Romantic comedy. Kaethe 
Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 13. 


Dir. Julien Duvivier. 


Dolly Haas. Dir. Wilhelm 


Fast comedy. Max Pallenberg. Dir. 


Fritz Kortner. 90 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 4. 

Der Falsche Ehemann (German) (Protex). Farce. Dir. Johannes Guter. 
85 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 23. 

Der Hauptmann von Kopenick (Kinematrade) (Ger). Comedy. Max Adalbert. 
Dir. Richard Oswald. 96 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 24. 

Der Schwartze Hussar (Protex) (Ger.). Costume romance. Conrad Veidt, 
Dir. Gerhard Lamprecht. 90 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Jan. 3. 

Dos Noches (Hoffberg) (Spanish) Musical. Conchita Montenegro. Dir. Car- 


los Borcosque. 65 mins. Rel. May 1. 
Donna d’Una Notte (Portale) (Italian). Court adventure. Francesca Bertini. 
Dir. Marcel! L‘Herbier. 8&5 mins. Rel. March 1. Rev. March 14 


Drei Tage Mittelarrest (German) (Capital). Fast German farce with all-star 


cast. Dir. Car! Boese. 80 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 23. 

Drunter und Drueber ‘«Ger.) (Germania). Musical comedy. Dir. Max Neu- 
feld. 85 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 

Eine Liebesnacht (German? (Capital). Farce. Harry Liedke. Dir. Joe May. 


82 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 23. 

Eine Nacht in Paradies (Kinematrade) (Ger). Musical comedy. Anny Ondra 
90 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 28. 

Eine Tuer Geht Auf. (Protex) (Ger.). Mystery thriller. Dir. Alfred Zeisler. 
68 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 7. 

False Uniforms (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Lopashinski. 62 mins. Rel. Nov 
18. Rev. Nov. 29. 

Frau Von Der Man Spricht (German) (Genera!) Mady Christians. Melo- 
drama. Dir. Viktor Jansen. 75 mins. Kel. April 15 Rev. May 2. 

Friederike (Kinematrade) (Ger). Dramatic operetta based on Goethe’s life 
Mady Christians. 90 mins. Rel. March 15. Rev. Feb. 28. 

Gefahren Der Liebe (German) (Madison). Sex drama. Tony Van Eyck 
Dir. Eugen Thiele 65 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 2 

uitta Entdeckt Ihr Herz. (Capital) (Ger). Musical comedy Gitta Alpar 
Gustav Froelich. Dir. Cari Froelich. 90 mins. Rel. Oct. 4. 

Gloria. «German) (New Era). Transatlantic aviation drama. Gustav Froeh- 
lich. Brigitte Helm. 75 mins. Rel. Nov. Rev. Nov. 1. 

Hertha’s Erwachen (Protex) (Ger.). Delicate life problem Dir. Gerhard | 
Lamprecht. 95 mins. Rel. March 10. Kev. March 14. 





Heute Nacht Eventueli (Ger.) (General). Musical comedy. Dir. BE, W. Emo 
Be 


80 mins. Rel, July 


Holzapfel Weiss Alles (German) (Capital). Comedy. Felix Bressart. Dir. 
Viktor Janson. 85 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Horizon (Russ) (Amkino). Jewish search for home. Dir. Ley Kuleshov. 62 
mins. Kel. May 10. Rev. May 16. 

House of Death (Russ.) (Amkino). Based on Dostolevsky’s life. Dir, Fed- 
erov. 79 mins. Rel. Aug. 12. Rev. Aug. 16. 


Hyppolit a Lakaj (Internationa!) (Hungarian). Fast farce. Dir. Szekely Ist- 


van. 77 mins. Rel. Jan. Rey. Jan. 17. 

ich Will Nicht Wissen Wer Du Bist (Interworld) (Ger). Musical. Dir. Geza 
von Bolvary. Haid, Froehlich. 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. Rev. Feb. 21. 

Ivan. (Garrison) (Russ.). Transformation of peasants. Dir. Dovzhenko. 83 
mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. March 7. 

Kamaradschaft. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Sensational drama. Alex Granach, 
Ernst Busch, Dir. G. W. Pabst. Time, 78 mins. Rel. Nov. 8% 


Keine Feier Ohne Meyer (Ger.) (Germania). Musical farce. Siegfried Arno. 


Dir. Carl Boese. 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. Rev. Nov. 3. 

Korvettenkapitaen (Ger.) (General). Military farce. 75 mins. Rel. April 1. 

Le Bal (French) (Protex). Domestic comedy. Dir. Wilhelm Thiele. 83 mins. 
Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 4. 

Laubenkolonie (Ger.) (General). Farce. Dir, Max Obal. 80 mins. Rel. 
May 15. Rev. June 6. 

Lockende Ziel, Das (Ger.) (Bavaria). Musical. Richard Tauber. ir. Max 
Reichmann. 85 mins. Rel. June 15. Rev. June 20. 


Liebling von Wien, Der (Ger.) (European). Stolz musical. Willy Forst. Dir. 
Geza von Bolvary. 75 mins. Kel. June 1. Rev. June 13. 


Ljubav | Strast. (Yugoslav) (Croat). Drama of life among N. Y. imigrants. 


Rake) Davidovic. Dir. Frank Melford. 60 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 

Lulse, Koenigin von Preussen. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Historical. Henry 
Porten. Dir. Car] Froelich. Time. 92 mins. Rel. Oct. 4. 

Lustigen Musikanten, Die. (General) (Ger.) Musical farce. Camilla Spira. 


Dir. Max Obal. 8&0 Rel. May 30. 
M (Ger) (Foremco). Powerful dramatic study 


mins. 


Peter Lorre. Dir, Fritz Lang. 


95 mins. Rel. April 1. Kev. April 4 and April 18. 

Marius (Paramount) (French). Marseilles satire. Dir. Alexander Korda. 
103 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. April 25. 

Maedchen in Uniform (Filmchoice) (German). Poignant drama. Thiele, 
Wiecke. Dir. Richard Froehlich. Rel. Jan. 10. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Man Brauch Kein Geld. (Capital) (Ger). Musical farce. Dir. Kar) Boese. 
Rel. Nov. 10. 


An American engineer looks at Russia 


Men and Jobs (Russian) (Amkino). 
i Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 


Dir. A. Macheret. 70 mins. 


Mensch Ohne Namen (German) (Protex). Poignant drama. Werner Krauss. 
Dir. Gustav Ucicky. 95 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 15. 


Mond Uber Morokko (Protex) (Ger). See Cing Gentlemen Maudit. 


Morgenrot (German) (Protex). Submarine warfare’s cruelty. Dir. 
Ucicky. 80 mins. Rel. May 15. Rev. May 23. 


Moritz Macht Sein Glueck. (German) (Capital). Farce. 


Gustav 


e 


Siegfried Arno &5 


mins. Rel. Dec, 15. Rev. Jan. 17. 
Namensheirat. (German) (FAF). Drama. Dir. Heinz Paul. 90 mins. Rel. 
Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 


Noc Listopadowa (Polish) (Capital). Historical romance. Dir. J. Warnecki. 


$5 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 2. 

1914. (Capital) (Ger.) Prelude to the world war. Dir. Rich. Oswald. Time, 
3 mins. Rel. Sept. 1 

Oberst Redl. (Capital) (Ger). Spy thriller. Lil Dagover, Theo. Loos. Dir. 
Kar] Anton. Time, 79 mins. Rel. Aug. 30. 

On Demande Compagnon (Fr.) (Auten). Musical romance. Annabella. Dir. 
Joe May. 85 mins. Rel. June 1. Rev. June 6 

Paris-Beguin (Protex) (Fr). Musical. Jane Marnac. Dir. Augusta Genina. 
90 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 17 


Berliner, Tiedtke. 


Comedy with music. 
Rev. Sept. 20. 


Pension Schoeller (Schneider) (Ger). 


Schultz. Dir. George Jacoby. 90 mins. Rel. Sept. 17. 

Pirl Mindent Tud (Arkay) (Hung.). Farce. Dir. Stephen Szekely. 75 mins. 
Rel. Jan. 15. Rev Jan. 31. 

Poil de Carotte (Auten) (French). Drama of adolescence. Harry Baur. 


90 mins. Rel. May 15. Kev. May 30. 
Sound version of Eisenstein’s classic. 70 


Dir. Julien Duvivier. 


Potemkin (Russ) (Kinematrade). 
mins. Rel. April 4. 


Purpur und Waschblau. (Capital) (Ger). Dramatic comedy. Hansi Nlese, 
Else Elster. Dir. Max Neufield. Time, 85 mins. Rel. July 30. 

Reserve Hat Ruh. (New Era) (Ger). Military farce. Fritz Kampers, Lucie 
Englische. Time, 94 mins. Rel. Aug. 11. 


(Yiddish). Dir. 


Return of Nathan Becker (Worldkino) (Russian) Comedy. 


Shpiss and Milman. 72 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 25 

Rhapsody of Love. (Capital) (Polish). Hardships of an art career. Agnes 
Petersen. Mosjukine. Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 

Scampolo (Kinematrade) (Ger.) Cinderella romance. Dolly Haas. Dir. Hans 


Steinhoff. 93 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April.11. 


Schutzenkoenig, Der (Ger.) (Germania). Max Adalbert, Gretl] Theimer. Dir. 
Franz Seitz. 90 mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. May 9. 
Shame (Amkino) (Russ).Problems of new Russia. Viadimir Gardin. Dir. 
Sergei Yutkevitch. 75 mins. Rel. March 1. Rev. March 14. 
The war terrors. Dir. Timoshenko. 61 mins. Rel. 


Sniper (Russ.) (Amkino). 
Aug. 25. Rev. Aug. 30. 


Song of Life (Ger.) (dubbed English) (Embassy). Art and photography pre- 


dominant. Dir. Granowsky. 70 mins. Rel. April 1. 
Soviets on Parade. (Russ.) (Kinematrade). Historic record of current Rus- 
sia. 65 mins. Rel, Feb. 1. Rev. March 7. 


Storm Over Zakopane, The. (Capital) (Polish). 
the mountains. Time, 89 mins, Rel. Aug. 25 

Theodor Koerner (Ger) (General). Historical drama. 
Dir. Karl Boese. 80 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 16. 


Traum von Schonbrunn (Ger.) (General). Musical. Martha Eggerth. 


(Synchronized.) Danger in 
Dorothea Wiecke. 


Dir. 


Johannes Meyer. 85 mins. Rel. May 15. Rev. June 6 
Trois Mousquetaires, Les (General) (French). Duma’s classic with songs. 
Dir. Henri Diamont-Berger. 128 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 9. 


Ulanl, Ulanl, Chlopcy Malowanl (Polish) (Zbyszko). Musical comedy. 100 
mins. Rel. Jan. 1. 

Ulica (Capital) (Polish). Life of the newsboys. 
3 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. Jan. 31. 

Unknown Heroes. (Capital) (Polish). Polish police activity. Mary Bogda, 
Adam Brodzicz. Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 

Victoria und thr Hussar (Kinematrade) (Ger), Viennese operetta. Michael 
Bohnen. Dir. Richard Oswald. 90 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 11. 

Voce Del Sangue (Synchroart) (Italian-German). Dubbed into German. 70 
mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. April 25. 


Voice of the Desert, The. (Capital) (Polish). 
Time, 89 mins. 


Dir. Alexander Ford. Time, 


Algerian story in authentic 
Rel. Aug. 265. 


locales. Adam Brodzicz, Mary Bogda. 
Walzerparadies. (Ger.) (Capital). Musical comedy. Charlotte Susa. Dir. 
Friedrick Zelnick. Rel. March 1. Rev. March 7 


Weekend In Paradise. (Capital) (Ger). Farce. Otto Wallburg, Elsie Elster, 
Trude Berliner. Dir. Robt. Land. 81 mins. Kel. Nov. 1. 
Wenn dem Esel zu Wohl Ist (Ger.) (Germania). Comedy. Charlotte Ander. 


Dir. Franz Seitz. 85 mins. Rel. Apri) 15. 


Wenn die Soldaten (Schneider) (Ger). Military musical. 
Heidermann, Ida Wuest. Dir. J. Fleck. 85 mins. 


Otto Wallburg, Paul 
Rel. Oct. 27. 


Whither Germany? (Kinematrade) (German). Difficulties of life. Hertha 
Thiele. Dir. S. T. Dudov. 71 mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. April 25. 
Yidishe Tochter (Yiddish) (Quality). Old-fashioned Yiddish drama. Yiddish 


Rev. May 23. 

Maurice Schwartz. Dir. Sidney 
Rel. May 15. Kev. June 6. 
Werner Krauss, Rudolf Forster. 

7 


Art and Vilna Troupes. 75 mins. 


Yiskor (Yiddish) (Gloria). Revamp of silent 
Goldin and George Rolland. 80 mins. 


Yorck (German) (Protex). Historica) drama. 





Dir. Gustav Ucicky. 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 27. 
Zapfenstrelch Am Rhein. (Whitney) (Ger.). Musical farce. Charlotte Susa, 
Siegfried Arno. Dir. Jaap Speyer. 90 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 7. 
Zirkus Leben. (German) (FAF). Circus drama. Liane Haid. Dir. Heinz 
Paul. 70 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 3. 
Zwei Herzen und Ein Schlag (German) (Protex). Operetta. Lilian Harvey. 
Dir. Wilhelm Thiele. 90 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Kev. Sept. 13. 
Key to Address 
Amkino, 723 Seventh Ave Harold Auten, 1560 Proadway. 
Associated Cinema, 154 W 55tl Internat’] Cinerna, 1499 First Ave 
Bavaria Film. 148 ¥ 4Xt ly r rid Films, 1540 Broadway. 
Capital Film, 630 Ninth Ave 1. H. Hoffberg, 729 Seventh Ave 
Embassy Picts., 729 Seventh Ave. J. H. Whitney, 350 East 72d 
European Film, 154 West 55tt Kinematrade, 723 Seventh Ave, 
Filmchoice, 33 West 42d Madison Picts., 111 West 57tt 
Foreign American, 111 West 57tt New Era, 680 Ninth Ave 
Foremco, 1560 Broadway. lortale Films, 620 Ninth Ave 
| Garrison Films, 729 Seventh Ave Protex Trading, 42 E. 58th 
General Foreign Sales, 729 7th Ave Quality Picts., 6230 Ninth Ave. 
Germania, 22-33 19th St., Astor Syncho Art, 6230 Ninth Ave 
Cjeorve Schneider, 575 Hiverside Ls W oridkine 1501 Broadway 
!Gioria Films, 630 Ninth Ave 4byszko Film, 274 Madison Ave 


‘HUMOR’ SURPASSING 
‘DIGGERS’ IN INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, July 17. 
‘College Humor’ is smashing its 
way through all opposition this 
week at the Lyric and is headed 
for a magnificent $9,300, which is 
far out in front of the house's re- 
cent grosses, even before it dis- 
carded its vaudfilm prices and pol- 
Preceded by a great campaign 


icy. 
of exploitation and publicity han- 
dled by Ted Nicholas, ‘Humor’ 


opened with a bang and it became 


necessary to give an extra early 
morning show Saturday at 10 
o'clock. Paramount's collegiate 
musical film is undoubtedly out- 


grossing anything that has hit this 


town in a long time, surpassing 
‘Gold Diggers,’ which previously 
had topped them all. New owners 


second week at 
the sudden 
wondering 


of theatre in their 
the helm are dazed by 
prosperity and are 
whether or not to hold it over. Odds 
favor a holdover despite the Lyric 
has never run a picture more than 
one week. 

‘Double Harness’ at the Apollo 
is making a creditable showing to 
hold down runner-up honors for the 
week, and it looks good for fairly 
strong $4,000. ‘Heroes for Sale’ 
isn’t doing a great deal at the Circle 
with figures totaling around $3,200, 


and ‘Storm at Daybreak’ is sub- 
merging the Palace with a weak 
$3,750. National air races at the 


municipal airport and hot weather 
hurt the week-end business at all 
houses except the Lyric (‘Humor’). 
Rumors about the reopening of 
the deluxe Indiana soon, also the 
old B. F. Keith house in a week 
or two to try a second-run picture 
policy. 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
40), ‘Double Harness’ (WB). Hard- 
ing and Powell together with a nice 
selling slant in newspaper ads will 
help this gross to a very satisfac- 
tory $4,000. Last week ‘Bed of 
Roses’ (RKO) had nothing to be 
ashamed of with its fair $3,400. 

Circle (Circle) (2,600; 25-40), 
‘Heroes for Sale’ (FN). 
ute decision to play this one in- 
stead of holding over ‘Gold Dig- 
gers’ for a third week gave it a 
weak start. Opposition at other 
houses will hurt and a mediocre 
$3,200 looks the final tabulation. 
Last week ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB) in 
its second stanza at this house 
didn’t hold up as well as expected, 
but it did garner a very strong 


$4,750. 
Lyric (Burton) (2,000; 25-40), 
‘College Humor’ (Par). Nothing as 


big as this musical has come along 
in many moons, and it is breaking 
the house records daily on its way 
to a sensational $9,300. The Lyric 
did no better than this on the best 
of its combined stage and screen 
bills since its reopening early this 
year, and the result should be 
plenty of profit for the new owners 
in their second week operating the 
house on a straight picture policy. 
Looks to holdover. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew's) (2,800; 
25-40), ‘Storm at Daybreak’ (MG). 
The customers had too many other 
places to go this week, and they 
left this one off their list. The re- 
sults were weak, and the business 
can’t reach more than $3,750, bad. 
Last week ‘Made on Broadway’ 
(MG) also did poorly, winding up 
with a slow $3,800. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


(Continued from page 10) 

of Roses’ (RKO). Sexiness may help 
some but Bennett means little here 
and film not highly regarded; 
maybe $4,000, fair. Last week 
‘Cocktail Hour’ (Col) and Sharkey- 
Carnera fight pictures, only five and 
a half days, $2,700, poor. 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 40), 
‘Hold Me Tight’ (Fox) and second 
successive week for Sinnett, mystic, 
in person. Little enthusiasm and 
fact that this house did not cut its 
against 





prices maybe mitigating 
boxoffice. Looks like only $2,500, 
light. Last week ‘Midnight Mary’ 


(MG), $2,200, poor. 

World (Steffes) (300; 50-75), ‘Be 
Mine Tonight’ (U) (14th week). 
Still profitable at $2,000. New cool- 
ing system. Last week $2,100, good. 
Went as high as $3,000 early in en- 


gagement, 
Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 35), 
‘Eagle and the Hawk’ (Par) and 


‘Working Man’ (WB), split. Around 


$3,000 indicated, pretty good. Last 
week ‘Little Giant’ (FN) and ‘Peg 
0’ My Heart’ (MG), split, $2,500, 
fair. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,360; 25), ‘Gam- 
bling Ship’ (Par). Just another pie- 
ture and no cast names, Will be 
lucky to top $2,200, light. Last week 
‘Mayor of Hell’ (WB), $2,800, good. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25), ‘Nar- 
row Corne! (FN) and ‘Storm at 
Daybreak’ (MG eplit, f runs 
should gre “ar ine $1,606 light. 
Last week ‘Private Detective’ (WB) 
and ‘Great fee ve’ ch split, 
first ruyr ( 

Aster (! 4 Out All 

pint i r é hiagie’ 
( ( é the ] (lox), 
r f t twe ‘ I runs About 
$70 fai | FF week Pick Up 
(Par) ‘Song of the Fag i« (Par) 
and ‘Central Airport’ (FN) econd 
and third lo« p runs and split, $900, 
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Ee Threat of Dual Bills on Ie Scale 





Indies Pres. in Minn. Tells Publix About Its 
Cut Scales in Loop 


eas < 


Minneapolis, July 17. 
Publix loop theatre admission 
price cuts have brought forth a 
threat from W. A. Steffes, Northwest 


Allied States business manager, on 


behalf of local independent houses, 
to double feature and slash neigh- 
borhood scales to a dime in retalia- 
tion unless protection periods are 
reduced immediately in conformity 
to the lower admissions. 

N. W. Allied has addressed com- 
munications to all the exchanges 
and to Publix in regard to the pro- 
tection matter. As yet no replies 
have been received. The silence of 
the exchanges and of Publix is re- 
sponsible for the threats of double 


features and 10c neighborhood 
prices. 
‘These price cuts are raising 


havoc with neighborhood houses in 
particular,’ says Steffes. ‘It is fool- 
ish for the exchanges tc expect that 
neighborhood theatres, charging 25c, 
can play pictures second and third- 
run six months after they have 
played in the loop first-run for the 
game admission or less. 

So far we have kept double fea- 
turing out of this territory and have 
held up prices to a fair level. But 
we can’t go along with this. Des- 
peration will force us to resort to 
undesirable business methods to 
combat unfair practices on compe- 
tition.’ 





WB Reaching Peak 
With 10 Features 


Hollywood, July 17. 


Six productions currently in work 
and four more to start grinding in 
the next two weeks gives Warners 
its peak for the year this month. 

Now being made are ‘Footlight 
Parade,’ ‘Wild Boys of the Road,’ 
‘I Loved a Woman,’ ‘World Changes,’ 
‘Kennel Murder Case’ and ‘Female.’ 
Latter pair started to day (Mon.). 
‘Ever in My Heart’ and ‘Shanghai 
Orchids’ begin July 24 and ‘House 
on 56th Street’ and ‘Havana Widows’ 
shove off July 31. 

















PATRICIA 
BOWMAN 


PRIMA BALLERINA ~ 


* 
A FEATURE OF 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
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JAN RUBINI 


DIRECTING THE WEST'S ONLY 
THEATRE CONCERT ORCHESTRA 
Held Over by Popular Demand 

















Some Predicter 





Three 
Underhill, 
predicted in 


years ago Duncan 
scenario writer, 
‘Cinema,’ a mag 
now gone, a group of 10 
stories with directors and 
stars for each that would be 
made some day. 


First is ‘Emperor Jones,’ 
Paul Robeson starring and 


Dudley Murphy, directing, as 
’ prophesied. Another Under- 
hill set down three years back 
was ‘David Harum,’ starring 
Will Rogers. Fox recently an- 
nounced it that way but as 
yet hasn't picked the director. 
Underhill had Monta _ Bell 
down on that end. 





Cal Bard’s Affliction 





Lincoln, Neb., July 17. 


here, is facing temporary or per- 
|manent blindness. Suffering a good 


Arbitration on Writers’ Code Charges; 


' oe e 
Cal Bard, known in the selling and 
booking ends of the film trade out | em ers in rong on ory re 
| 
+ es 


| bit with his eyes during the last | 
year, a recent examination showed | 
the optic nerve to be completely 
|S ne in the left eye. Other one has 
| been weakened by the double strain 

Bard is under the observation of 
the Gifford Clinic in Omaha. 


Landau-Schreiber Split 
Los Angeles, July 17. 
Arthur Landau and Lou Schreiber 
Agency agreement ended, with 











| Schreiber starting on his own. 





| 
| Hollywood, July 17. 


| . . . 
| First cases of violation of Screen 


‘Modern Hero’ for Muni 


| Writers’ Guild code was taken up 

lfor action at tonight’s (Monday's) 

Burbank, July 17. | meeting. Action is against two 

Accepting Louis Bromfield's ‘A|members for allegedly taking full 


credit in advertising and publicity 
for stories on which others collabo- 


Modern Hero’ as a trade-in on an- 
other story, Warners is now script- 
ing the yarn as a picture for Paul | rated. ; 
Muni. Directors appointed a committee 
Studio has Gene Markey and|of three members to sit in arbitra- 


Kathryn Scola doing the continuity. (Continued on page 75) 








| 








Hollywood at Fair 


(Continued from page 2) 


proposed to make career tests of 
film prospects, a charge being made 
for the film and tests, with an ad- 
mission charged to watch the mak- 
ing of the tests. That was knocked 
out by the Chicago Better Business 
Bureau, latter sinking local ambi- 
tion in view of the fact that it prob- 
ably would be just a gag similar to 
that which other BBB heads had 
reprehended in the past. 

Leaving the Hollywood-at-Fair 
concession with a 25c general ad- 
mission charge. / 


The Chicago Angle 
Chicago, July 17. 

Hollywood-at-the-Fair is giving 
the general public a distorted, silly 
and unflattering conception of the 
film industry and of picture-mak- 
ing. Visitors from the real Holly- 
wood hold this opinion, but divide 
on the seriousness of it. Some take 
the position it’s harmful to the 
trade, Others feel that a World's 
Fair replica could hardly be other- 
wise and point out that the 
‘Streets of Paris’ is no more like 
the French capital than Holly- 
wood-at-the-Fair is like the coast 
colony. 

Starting Saturday (15) Holly- 
wood-at-the-Fair contradicted it- 
self on screen tests. There weren't 
going to be any. But now Bel! and 
Howell are making 16 mm ‘free 
screen tests.’ Today’s tests are de- 
veloped and projected tomorrow, 
thereby getting repeats. Otherwise 
it is claimed there is no expense 
to the tested persons. Anybody is 





eligible, but must register in ad- 
vance. Public looks on while tests 
are made. 


Concession states no promises of 
a professional career, no dramatic 
school promotion, and nothing off- 
side are used in connection with 
these ‘free screen tests.’ Film in- 
dustry might, of course, feel that 
16 mm. equipment was a belittle- 
ment of the industry’s importance 
if the public misunderstands. 
Meanwhile the concession has 
regular cameras but as yet no 35 
mm. projection equipment. 

With an emphasis that indicates 
they have often been: accused 
Hollywood-at-the-Fair refutes 
stories that there is no celluloid 
threaded into their full-size cam- 
eras. They assert footage taken 
on the ground will be developed 
and exhibited. Meanwhile Olive 
Borden is their current star, suc- 
ceeding Roscoe Ates. ‘Grant With- 
ers and Dorothy Ates are also 
making appearances. Jack Sulli- 
van and George Jeske are the di- 
rectors. 

Despite verbal promises the film 
industry is not co-operating with 
the World’s Fair studio. This fact 
was deplored in an official state- 
ment which the concession released 
Saturday under the signature of 
Ed Kuykendall, president of the 
M.P.T.O.A. (exhibitors). Kuyken- 
da] visited the expo while here at- 
tending exhibitor conferences. 

Hollywood-at-the-Fair is 











Warfield Th re San Francisco {|/from responsible persons in the j 
sana ag tn WIRE IMMEDIATELY 
sleds: eileen HUROK MUSICAL BUREAU 
TO 
LOU LUBIN | cononare 
wail ‘ ene 26% S. HUROK, President 
Added Feature at ™ ge Eps ally aes Week, July 14 711 Fifth Avenue New York City 
“IDLE RUMOR” | 
Also Broadcasting Every Tuesday, § P. M WOR 











admit- | 
tedly anxious to get endorsements | 





S. Hurok 


New York City 


VITTORIO PODRECCA’S 


TEATRO™PICCOLI 


BROADWAY - BOSTON 
PHILADELPHIA - CHICAGO 
LEGITIMATE STAGE 
Over 400 Performances 


Opened at the B&K Chicago, Chicago, June 16, followed by 
an appearance at Shea’s, Buffalo, and then to Headline at 
the PARAMOUNT, New York, last week, July 7. 


Chicago, Ill., July 15, 1933 
711 Fifth Avenue 


Teatro dei Piccoli one of finest pieces of entertainment to ever play 
the Chicago theatre stop comment of patrons and word of mouth out- 
standing fine week from boxoffice standpoint stop will try arrange 
repeat week on your trip to coast sincerely appreciate co-operation 
yourself and entire company best wishes 


Sensational Throughout 
Kurope and America 


S. HUROK Presents 


PLAYERS 


Pt 


vv Vv : 


Balaban & Katz Corporation 
Louis R. Lipstone 


CRITICS SAID: 











VARIETY, JULY 11 ¢ aii tn een , 
As an entertainment the Piccoli N. Y. WORLD-TELEGRAM yen atte Gn wane wae ee 
is a distinctive novelty entertain- World-famed inanimate troupe as a whole, is as delightful as any 
—_— Sas See = —— sweeps its first American audi- our contemporary stage has to 

picture house pa and a genuine ence into storms of enthusiasm at offer. John Mason Brown 

article for both children and the Lyric. Obert Garland. ; . 
po aro Bige. i, ee N. Y. EVENING POST 
So enchanting, so delightful, Teatro dei Piccoli’s variety 

Grand Show. Bu Mantle and so fatal. Joh And show is bursting with gayety. 
— . ohn Anderson. N. Y. TIMES 
BAILY REWS N. Y. EVENING JOURNAL Jan. 8 1933 | / 





























LIMITED SUMMER ENGAGEMENT 


This Week, July 14, Fox, Washington Tt 
Next Week, July 21, Century, Baltimore 


FEW OPEN WEEKS AVAILABLE 
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VARIETY Tuesday, July 18, 


NOT A ‘NEXT SEASON’ 
PROMISE... BUT A 
DELIVERY TODAY.. 
IN JULY! 


BIG SHOWS NOW!» @ am 


We're not keeping ‘em on ice! | 
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PICTURES 


07 7 HENRY STEPHENSON... LILIAN BOND 
MERIAN C. COOPER gig Ute GEORGE MEEKER...REGINALD OWEN 


EXECUTIVE PRODUCER 
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Data Exchange by 


Networks Sorta 


Ran Into Floppo on Both Sides 





4 


NBC and Columbia sales depart- 
ments, at the suggestion of the 
former, agreed last week to ex- 
change lists containing the names 
of accounts each chain had to date 
wnder signature for August and fall 
starting dates. The NBC spokesman 
had explained that it would be of 
advantage for each to know what 
business the other already had tied 
up so that there wouldn’t be any 
time or effort wasted in double- 
tracking on the same account. 

Each turned over a list as agreed 
with the understanding that the 
data was to be kept confidential. 
When it came for either to check 
off the accounts on the respective 
lists it was found that the closing 
of contracts with every one of the 
commercials noted had been pre- 
viously announced and carried in 
the papers. On either end later 
there was murmuring of the other 
web trying to pull a fast one but 
not getting away with it. 

It also developed later that even 
if either network wanted to release 
info on the fall accounts already in 
the bag it was prevented from doing 
so in the majority of instances by 
promises given the customers. Ad- 
vertisers whose contracts have dis- 
tant starting dates as a rule take 
this precaution of silence so that 
competitors in the same mercantile 
field won’t become privy to the 
former’s air plans and try to horn 
in with an earlier campaign. 


Fan Mail and Dead Mike 
Air Rackets in Canada 


"oronto, July 17, 

Newest radio racket here is the 
fake fan mail bureau which, for a 
consideration, sends complimentary 
letters to the radio stations. Some- 
thing of this nature has crept into 
the all-Canadian popularity poll 
conducted by Frank Chamberlain, 
radio editor of the Toronto ‘Daily 
Star.’ 

Chamberlain immediately called 
the poll off as soon as he detected 
the suspicious piling-up of votes for 
certain artists. It was known that 
the practice had been unearthed 
south of the boundary line but this 
ig the first time it has been discov- 
ered in Canada, 

Friendship angle here _ before, 
either in fan mail to stations or 
Phoned protests about dismissal 
from an ether program. One quirk 
here was the payment by a radio 
artist to the fan mail bureau prior 
to his being taken off the air, The 
fan mail came in just the same. 

Police are also closing in on the 
audition racket where, for a $5 fee, 
the aspirant performs before a 
dead mike. Point in Canada is that 
auditions are gladly ‘given without 
charge, so anxious are stations here 
to discover new talent. 


Script ‘Doc’ Show 


In addition to its Potash and 
Perlmutter series on NBC, Feen-a- 
mint (Health* Products Corp.) Is 
stepping out into the spot broad- 
casting field with another script 
show. Latter speakie is being re- 
corded under the label of ‘Doc Wil- 
Mams’ with the background in a 
®mall-town drug store. 

For a test on audience response 
and _ stencilled series have been 
booked on KHJ, Los Angeles, and 
KLZ, Denver. 

William Estay agency is handling 
this end of the account. 

















26 Discs in Series 


Chicago, July 17. 
C. C. Pyle office here closed with 
Knox Medicine Company of Kan- 
sas City, to build 26 dramatic skits 
©n radio discs. Series will have a 


hewspaper office background, 
Freeman Lang will cast and pro- 
duce on coast. 








Wrong Lines 





A radio tenor on WMCA 
for a clothing concern couldn’t 
understand why he was sum- 
marily cancelled after seem- 
ingly clicking, with fan mail, 
etc. 

Advertiser explained that 
he’s trying to sell men’s suits 
via ether and didn’t approve 
of his tenor singing a ballad 
about ‘second hand _ clothes’ 
and ‘clothes don’t mean a 
thing as long as I have you,’ 
part of a current lyric. 


HILLNELLY WAITRESS 
DOUBLING WITH MIKE 


San Francisco, July 17. 

Meet Mona Greer, a Kentucky 
hill nelly, a waitress and a radio 
performer all in one, and the an- 
swer to a press agent’s prayer. 

She’s one of the few NBC people 
here who double into two jobs. 
After the rural music program on 
which she works she hikes over to 
the Tally-ho Inn, a few blocks 
away, and dons her apron for her 
daily stint as a waitress. A small 
card in the cafe calls attention to 
Mona and ber performing procliv- 
ities. 

Of part Indian blood, Mona was 
born in the Kentucky hills, went to 
Texas, and came out here with her 
eight-year-old baby, seeing for the 
first time a mountain, a train, a 
tennis racket and a theatre—also 
a radio mike before which she now 
performs. ’ 

Coming to Frisco, she landed a 
job as waitress. When a customer 
once asked her for an artichoxe she 
thought he had threatened her, and 
nearly lost her career. 

She was spotted one day by 
Homer Curran, legit operator, who 
sent her down to Charlie Marshall 
at NBC. Latter auditioned her 
and spotted the girl on the Maver- 
icks’ program he does. She’s now 
one of his ace performers, scoring 
with her naturalness. Claims she 
‘just got it set in her head,’ and 
here she is. 

Mona likes her ‘singin’ work’ but 
she ‘sure gets lonesome for home 
when it’s hawg killin’ time.’ 

















Gypping the Fan 


Los Angeles, July 17. 

Los Angeles Better Business Bu- 
reau has started a campaign using 
both air and newspaper advertising 
against the ‘free radio inspection’ 
racket. 

In its drive against the racketeers 
BBB points out that one of these 
free inspectors will always find ma- 
jor trouble with a set and that gen- 
erally it will entail buying new 
tubes, although the ones sold will be 
second hand ones taken from the 
set of a previous victim. 

Newspaper advs ask all radio 
listeners-in to report any suspicion 
of such tactics. Association promis- 
es prosecution. 








Riggs and Moke Part 


Pittsburgh, July 17. 

Riggs and Moke, Pittsburgh’s old- 
est radio team, have split. Tommy 
Riggs is going solo on KDKA, with 
a commercial. So far, Blaine Moke 
is unaffiliated. 

Team for several years was fea- 
tured over WCAE. Couple months 
ago, their contract was not renewed 
and boys went over to KDKA on 
sustaining. 





Al Raymond’s Audition 
Al Raymond, of the old Raymond 
and Caverly Dutch twosome, took 
a CBS radio oudition last week. 
Raymond is doing a comedy rou- 
tine with a new straight man. 


TO EVERYBODY 


Commission’s Station CRTC 
Keeping Open 16 Hours 
Daily to Let Amateurs 
Discover They Are Not 


Professionals—Applicants 
from the Cities and the 
Farms 


By Robert icStay 


Toronto, July 17. 


Warblers and whistlers, banjo 
and accordion players, orchestras 
en masse and even tap dancers, are 
storming the CRCT station of the 
Canadian Radio Commission as a 
result of the announcement that 
blanket auditions have been inau- 
gurated to refute the persistent 
allegations that members of a speci- 
fic clique are snaring all the jobs 
on the federal trans-Canada pro- 
grams. 





Sixteen hours a day are being 
given to auditions. All the Canadian 
ether aspirant has to do is ring up 
CRCT and say, ‘I want an audition.’ 
They are then told the hour and 
day. If this is inconvenient, he or 
she is fitted in some other day or 
hour. 

Radio editors and music critics 
have been called in to pass the ver- 
dict. They don’t see the would-be 
artists and the volunteers don’t see 
them. The aspirants stand before 
the mike and do their best. No 
names are announced. 

The whole thing started when 
bleaters claimed, ‘We can sing or 
play as well as the Commission 
stars any day of the week and why 
aren’t we on the radio? So the 
Commission snapped back, ‘All 
right, you come and show us what 
you can do and we are open to con- 
viction.’ 

The Line-Up 


Mothers are dragging in fat 
urchins, the ‘life of the party’ wants 
to be heard and a lady of 65 un- 
wraps a prodigious parcel that turns 
out to be songs, looks at the mike 
and is led away #n hysterics. 

A gal from the village choir ar- 
rives without music or accompan- 
ist but claims she can fill in any- 
where, whistling or dialog. A strong 
boy strips off coat and vest and un- 
limbers the ‘Road to Mandalay’ as 
the control man feverishly passes 
out. An orchestra leader maintains 
that his band is better than any- 
thing on the air and is still arguing 
as he leaves. Kate Smith’s double 
offers ‘Darkness on the Delta’ and 
the apparatus takes another depre- 
ciation jolt. 

Hungry-looking, a lad drones 
‘Rockabye Moon,’ and apologetic- 
ally claims at the finish he is un- 
employed and thought he’d have a 
try. Another warbler is disappointed 
because he always sings at parties 
and his pals think he should be on 
the air. A youth plays the piano 
with acrobatic gusto and swings 
around on the stool. Spectators 
realize with a shock that the lad is 
blind. 

For Everybody 


Everyone is being given a chance 
and ali get 10 minutes unless they 
collapse before the time is up. So 
far, there hasn’t been a find. Chief 
sufferers are the control room men. 

But the Commission is keeping its 
word. Through the long hours, any- 
one who wants to be heard is heard. 
There were 300 auditions the first 
day and the Canuck candidates are 
trekking in from all parts of the 
Dominion. 





Gibbons’ 2d Grind 
Floyd Gibbons stays on NBC for 
the Palmer House, Chicago, doing 
his World’s Fair Reporter routine 
for another four weeks beyond this 
Thursday (20). ; 
Altogether it wil give Gibbons 





13 weeks under the hostelry banner. 


FREE FOR ALL AUDITIONS 





. 





Yesmen? Yes 





They have yes-men also in 
radio. 

After attending a_= script- 
conference in an advertising 
agency with the sponsors 
present, the ad men state they 
all contract ‘parrot’s disease’ 
at these confabs. Everybody 
yesses the pay-off man. 

Mebbe that’s the trouble 
with some of those programs. 











SEEBACH GOT ONE IDEA 
BY VISITING AT NBC 


It’s the opinion of Jules Seebach, 
CBS program mer., that there’s too 
much informal coming and going 
among the artists and other visitors 
to the talent booking bureau. So he’s 
laid down the rule that from now on 
all callers, regardless of name, busi- 
ness or friendship standing, are to 
announce themselves via reception 
clerk in the ante-room. 

To artists affiliated with the net- 
work and prospective buyers of tal- 
ent the open, easy of access ap- 





CAN ANA OPENS IP Royal's Declaration on Sustaining 
Acts and Outside Agents in Private 
Deals—NBC Won't Stand for That 


If any act while on an NBC sus- 
taining buildup is found dickering 
around with an outside agent it will 
be the policy of the web hereafter, 
declared John Royal, to pull that act 
off the air immediately. Royal also 
dwelt on what he considered the 
moral obligations of performers who 
accept an NBC buildup. He took 
occasion to serve notice on inter- 
loping agents that they and all acts 
on their lists will be barred from 
doing business with or through 
NBC. 

Royal gave vent to a burn par- 
ticularly against former network 
employees turned agents who used, 
he said, their knowledge of the in- 
side to alienate sustaining talent. 
These ex-employees, Royal averred, 
might as well know the rap is on 
and that they stand restrained from 
bringing in anything for exploita- 
tion. He added that he expected 
CBS would assume a similar atti- 
tude. 

Acts’ Obligations 

According to Royal’s viewpoint, 
when an act has had access to an 
NBC sustaining release, it should 
reject all outside overtures for rep-. 
resentation until the chain could seé 
what might be done in the way of 
commercial or theatre bookings. The 





proach to the artist bureau staff has 
always seemed a commendable fea- 
ture. Few ever abused this policy 
of cordiality by cutting in on private 
talks or overstaying their welcome. 
Everything was oke until Seebach 
paid a visit recently to the NBC 
Artists Service on one of those 
inter-chain conferences. There he 
found the ante-room to the booking 
department under lock and the lock 
subject to the push-button of the 
girl at the information desk. 
Following that visit Seebach rec- 
ommended to the CBS higher-ups 
that a door with a lock be installed 
in the archway leading from the 
elevator to the artists bureau, but 
this was vetoed as unnecessary. He 
was told that a reception clerk 
should suffice to enforce any visitor 
ruling he deemed advisable to make. 
At Columbia the artist bureau 
cames under the authority of the 
program mer. 


Coast’s Goofy Duplex 


Hollywood, July 17. 


KMTR will burlesque KFWDB’s 
historical serial English Coronets, 
with English Clarinettes, a weekly 
goofy dramatization of English his- 
tory. 

Material is by Lawrence Cookins 
who is writing a series of six two- 
reel pictures, ‘Uneducational His- 
tory,’ for Educational. 











Air Plug for Air 


Los Angeles, July 17. 


American Airways has bought 
time for 20 15-min. weekly programs 
over KFAC, beginning next month. 

Programs will be descriptive of 
air exploits of contemporary com- 
mercial fiyers, with an orchestra- 
tion background. 

Plugs will be to encourage trans- 
continental flying. 





RIEHL’S DALLAS CHORE 
Chicago, July 17. 

Ollie Riehl, recently an NBC pro- 

duction man, goes to WFAA, Dallas, 

this week to reorganize the produc- 

tion and program departments there, 

He will spend six weeks in Dallas. 





Van and Don Split 
Chicago, July 17. 
Don MeNeil of Van and Don has 
accepted an announcer’s job with 
NBC here. Van and Don have split. 
NBC used team in Chicago and 
later in New York but the boys 





never clicked east. 


act, he said, is morally obligated to 
give the web that chance and wait. 
Asked how long he expected an act 
that had neither a contract nor 
guarantee covering its services to 
wait, Royal vouchsafed that that 
was up to NEC alone to determine, 

NBC had abandoned, said Royal, 
the idea of signaturing artists taken 
on for a sustaining buildup to man- 
agement contracts. If an act with a 
sustaining connection, he asserted, 
felt it wasn’t getting a square deal 
from the network it was free to 
break away. But the network, he 
declared, did resent an act’s hold- 
ing on to a sustaining spot and at 
the same time having an outside 
agent commissioned to obtain for 
it a commercial contact or theatre 
route. 

NBC, said Royal, is ready to 
recognize any agent that will bring 
an act over for a buildup and have 
an air idea for the act to offer along 
with it. Under such circumstances, 
he stated, the agent would be en- 
titled to every co-operation and a 
splitting arrangement on subsequent 
commissions. But the agent who 
sends over an act to do its own 
browsing for time and stands in the 
offing waiting for possible after- 
buildup pickings is the _ fellow, 
averred Royal, that the network is 
determined to guard itself against. 


Lew Cody M’cing 


San Francisco, July 17. 

Lew Cody gets a one time 
chance at the m.c. job on Shell Oil 
Co.’s ‘Jamboree’ on the CBS-Don 
Lee chain tonight (20). 

Advertiser wants to use a dif- 
ferent name each week, unless a 
reasonably priced outstander comes 
along. 


WALKER LOSES CLAIM 


No Commission From CBS for §& 
Yrs., Says Court 

















Claim for $150,000 in back com, 
missions brought against CBS by 
Henry B. Walker, formerly on the 
chain’s sales staff, was ordered dis- 
missed by Justice Frankenthaler in 
the N. Y. Supreme Court last week 
following trial of the suit. 

Walker, who alleged he was dis- 
missed by Columbia in 1928 after a 
year’s connection, alleged a contract 
he held entitled him over a period of 
five years to collect commissions on_ 
certain accounts he had brought 
into the network. One of accounts 
cited was Grigby-Grunow which on 
successive years used CBS facilities 
to plug its Majestic radio set. 
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Radio Code Undefined : 





If, When and How Not Yet Determined for 
Washington Submission 


Washington, July 17. 

Any open action hinges largely 
on determination by radio powers 
as to just what style is to be fol- 
lowed in fashioning their code. Ef- 
forts toward advice from the Na- 
tional Industrial Recovery Admin- 
istration have been more or less 
blocked by consideration of the 
major codes by the NIRA. The 
NIRA has indicated that it will not 
deal with minor industries until it 
has formulated principles for the 
larger trades. 

Another problem which is facing 
the radio lads is whether a 
separate code for broadcasters or 
a combined code including radio 
manufacturers and communica- 
tions should be filed. Decision of 
this question is largely dependent 
upon anticipated indications from 
the NIRA. 

General attitude of broadcasters 
is that with the industry already 
largely under government super- 
vision through the licensing power 
of the Federai Radio Commission, 
broadcasting falls distinctly into a 
secondary position in the recovery 
code program. 


RUBY 
NORTON 


Summering in White 
Mountains 


JACK CURTIS 
CURTIS and ALLEN 
Palace Theatre Bldg, New York 


PHIL || 
REGAN 


WABC 
Columbia Broadcasting System 


| THURSDAY 


























“Melody Headiines” 
SATURDAY 


9:15 P.M. 














Featured in 
Columbia Revue 


11:15 P.M. 











_— 


“The Lass Who Comes from Dixie 
With a Song That’s Meant to Cheer. 
So Tune Her In and You'll Begin 
To Find Happiness Is Here.” 


BETTY 
BARTHELL 


RICHFIELD OIL PROGRAMS 


WABC | WEAF 
Monday 10 P.M.||\Friday 10:30 P.M. 


WABC NETWORK 
Thursday, 6:30 P.M. 


Direction CBS ARTIST BUREAU 
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AL xkkeke 
MUSICAL DIRECTOR 


GOODMAN 
GULF GaAsouine 


WITH WITH 
IRVIN S58. ARTHUR 
COBB BRISBANE 
WABC WIZ 
7. WED.-FRI, SUNDAY 
9 P. M. 9 Pp. M. 














[BEN MARDEN’S RIVIERA 


Presents 


EMIL 
COLEMAN 


AND HIS 


RIVIERA ORCHESTRA 
WABC—WOR 


Personal Management 


BEN MARDEN 





New Business 





(Local Stations) 

KMOX, St. Louis: H. J. 
Heinz Co., five a week series 
of recorded programs for 
Heinz Rice Flakes on an l1l1- 
week contract; Monroe Chem- 
ical Co., bankrolling a half 
hour of the KMOX Magic 
Kitchen and daily announce- 
ments for Putnam Dyes; 13 
weeks; Dr. W. J. Ross Co., 
dog foods, 15-minute  dra- 
matic recording weekly for 26 
weeks; St. Louis Dairy Co., 








ice cream, 15-minute kid dra- 
matic stanza, 13 weeks; 
United Remedies (Acidine) 


and Perkins Products (Kool- 
Ade), soft drink, for daily an- 
nouncements., 

WBT, Charlotte, N. Cu: 
Kerr Glass Co., 26 announce- 
ments, placed by Rogers-Gano 
Agency; B. F. Goodrich Co., 
five-minute recordings, Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan Agency; Chrys- 
lers Sales Corp., 13 five-min- 


ute waxings for Plymouth 
auto through Scott Howe 
Bowen; United Remedy Co. 


(Acidine) announcements 
three times weekly for one 
year, Scott Howe Bowen; 
Beechnut Packing Co., three 
announcements weekly for 13 
weeks, placed by McCann- 
Erickson; Philco radio, two 
additional 15-minute programs 
weekly for 13 weeks; Crosley 
Electrie Refrigerators, three 
announcements weekly for 26 
times. a 


RADIO SINGER ‘CRAZY,’ 
SAVED FROM SUICIDE 


Norristown, Pa., July 17. 

Jeannette DuBois, 25, radio singer 
of this place, was taken into custody 
by police at Swedesburg, near here, 
when she attempted to throw her- 
self under the wheels of a freight 
train. Walter Cushman saw the 
woman at midnight, screaming, run 
to the railroad and throw herself 
on the track while a train was 
standing near the station. He ran 
to the track and seizing her feet 
dragged her away. 
Questioned, the girl said she had 
been so distressed by the death of 
her husband some months ago and 
by the death of her infant child 
that when she saw a child playing 
in a Swedesburg restaurant late 
that night she ‘went crazy’ and 
dashed to the railroad to end her 
life. 

The girl was later released. She 
is the widow of Arthur Hunter, 
widely known racing driver who 
was killed last year in automobile 
races at Altoona, Pa. She has 
since been singing before the mike 
at East Pennsylvania radio sta- 
tions and entertaining in cafes. 


Mickey McGuire Gets 
Pop’s Oke on Ether 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Fontaine Fox, cartoonist, has 
made a deal with Larry Darmour 
whereby the latter can use the title 
‘Mickey McGuire’ on a proposed se- 
ries of discs to be made by the pic- 
ture producer. 

Darmour produces the Mickey 
McGuire film shorts and recently 
put his kid actors on two trial rec- 
ords, labelling them ‘Conky and His 
Gang.’ 

NBC is reported interested in the 
disc series, which is being handled 
by Ralph Farnum. Under the agree- 
ment Fox will get a flat sum for 
every record made. 























Boosting a Shave 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Charles Leland, comic, who has 
been on several local stations, goes 
NBC from Chicago starting Sept. 
26 for Molle Shaving Cream Co. 

His contract is for three 15-min. 
periods a week for a year. 

Leland is currently at KMTR in 
the daily sustainer, ‘Three Loose 
Screws.’ Deal follows a recent fly- 
ing trip east for an audition after 
sponsors had caught him on a 














coast-made disc. 


Air Line News 


By Nellie Revell 





Several CBS stations had a local chewing gum account on their air for 
announcements of 20 seconds. Advertising stated that smokers should 
try their brand of gum to get rid of that horrid tasie after cigaret. Gag 
| of the gum concern was this: Announcements immediately preceded the 
most important cigaret half-hour program, bringing more revenue than 
any other commercial. CBS had the station yank the announcements. 





Edith Handman, WMCA warbler, was a high soprano when she en- 
tered the New York side of the Holland Tunnél. When emerging in 
Jersey she was a contralto. Her car broke down midway and had to be 
towed out. A bad cold and the dampness of the tunnel did it. 





Harold Brown, for eight years managing editor of ‘Radio Digest’, and 
later of ‘Radio Art’, resigned last week to join Hal Tillotson, former 
advertising manager of ‘Radio Art’, in issuing a new radio paper. 





A Couple of Girls 
Gertrude Niesen never could be-herself. She was always mistaken for 
Greta Nissen. But last week Gertrude, the radio singer, had her inning. 
She was playing in person at the old Roxy, while in a featured part in 
the film there was Greta, the cinema girl, and audiences could see they 
are two different people. Gertrude received the bigger billing in the ads. 





Two weeks after David Freedman, who writes the Cantor, Holtz, Brice 
scripts and who wrote the recent Jolson program, employed a young 
man.as secretary, the latter wrote and sold a story satirizing radio to 
the ‘Saturday Evening Post’, receiving 500 smackers for it, and resigning 
his secretarial post with Freedman. 





General Goat 
Charlie Davis had the queerest job, which he wagers can’t be topped. 
His job was to be fired. He worked for a department store. When 
customers became indignant with the salesmen and reported it to the 
manager, Davis was called as the head of that department and fired. 
Customer felt happy, and Charlie returned to his office to wait to be 
fired again. 
(Who gets fired now, when Charlie’s listeners squawk ?) ‘ 
Oldsmobile is doing some hit-and-run auditioning. NBC, CBS and 
Sound Studios have been showing programs. The Rollickers, Louis 
Katzman’s Orchestra, Nick Lucas and Lita Grey Chaplin seem to be in 
front so far. 








Before Radio 

Conrad Thibault, baritone, was floorwalker in a New York department 
store....Goldy and Dusty (Harvey Hindermeyer and Earle Tuckerman) 
vaude team....Valdez Olman a child prodigy on the violin....Jack 
Arthur legit actor....John Gambling cabbage cultivator in England.... 
Lyn Murray (Bill of Bill and Ginger) child actor in England.... Virginia 
Baker (‘Ginger’ of the script and song team) one-half of Reed and Baker 
in vaude, 





Short Shots 
Mike Porter, aircaster on the N. Y. ‘Evening Journal’, spent his vaca- 
tion on his new yacht at the North Hempstead Yacht Club (entertaining 
radio press agents)....Thornton Fisher, cartoonist, is hobbling into the 
WMCA studio on a cane. Lost out in a contest with a banana peel.... 
Charlotte Murrie, Coast singer, now in New York....Barclay Latham, 
Iowa ploughboy, takes the place of Olive Kline, operatic, on WMCA 
And now for some p.a. to prove his client taught Leo Carrillo or George 
Beban their dialects....Henry Fink, former manager for George Bancroft, 
arrived from Ho!lywood last week and was auditioned at NBC as ‘The 
Parody Man’. He will go on sustaining....Junk man offered Jack Arthur 
$15 for his smashed up automobile....Fred Hufsmith is substituting for 
Frank Parker with The Cavaliers while Frank is in Chicago with A & P 
....Others who want it known that they are Cupid-proof are Dave 
Green, Earle Ferris, Jim (Rollickers) Davies, Valdez Olman and Barney 
Rapp....Mrs. Phil Carlin has a birthday Thursday....Mrs. Neil Enslen’s 
father died last week in Akron, O.....Newspaper syndicate with a New 
York outlet is baiting George Givot to do a daily column in his Greek 
dialect....Joe Donahue, assistant news broadcasting director at CBS, 
airplaned to his native California for vacation....Phil Spitalny will use 
his profit from the Capitol theatre engagement paying his musicians to 
audition for two prospective advertisers next week... .Bill Melia, former 
WMCA announcer, is breaking out as a big time straight man... .Pon- 
tiac will resume its broadcasts next month on CBS with William O Neil, 
Stoopnagle and Budd, JeannieLang and Kostelanetz. Same line-up as 
before....Ford Bond, Alois Havrilla and Allen Kent, NBC announcers, 
are vacationing. Charles Traymont has returned....Nick Lucas signed 
for new cqammercial for three 15-minute periods a week. This time Nick 
will have a special background and plenty of build-up... - Mildred Bailey 
goes to the hospital for an operation and will be off the air for several 


weeks, 





a snl f hi ther’s ill Reo 
d left for Denver because 0 s mother’s ness.... 

setae —— 100 words a minute flat over WOR course daily.... 
George Harvey and The Admirals doing a spot for Chrysler. ...Landt 
Trio and White close their contract with the Spang Baking Co. in Cleve- 
land July 27 and will head for the big city... .Lowland Singers have 
gone with Household Finance Corp. for 52 weeks over WOR....It was 
a seven-pound look at Al Nilson’s house. The new boy will do aad 
of bragging that his pop sailed a Chinese junk from the Pacific to 
Savannah....Radio Row had a story that the Revelers were going - 
break up. No right, and they’ve renewed on the Sunday night Gu 


show until November. 





Scrambled 

Charles Gannon of Erwin-Wasey, vacationing at Cape Cod; Tom Har- 
rington is in Maine; Katherine Seymour, NBC continuity editor, left 
for the Adirondacks....Bay Knight has returned to the Chicago 
Fair to do some more work....Verna Osborne, WOR soprano, is learning 
to handle a monoplane....Harmon Nelson (crooning husband of Bette 
Davis, screen star) is on station WCDA....Martha and Hall, themselves 
early morning songsters, have formed a breakfast club for radio per- 
formers who must go on the air between 6 and 9 a. m.....Raising Juniors 
—Aline Berry and Peter Dixon—appeared on Ray Perkins’ show a week 
ago gratis and earned themselves a spot on the Fleischmann show next 
Thursday....Alice Joy opened last Friday at the Chez Paree in Chicago. 


Eno’s Crime Laying Off 


Eno Crime Club sketches come off 
NBC with the July 26 broadcast. 
Their backer, Harold F. Ritchie Co., 
may resume them in the fall. 

Contract with NBC permits the 
account to lay off for part of the 
summer stretch and return at the 
old time discount. 





COLUMBUS’ LOCAL PRIDE 


Home Town Pride Demands Radio 
Recognition Via CBS 











Columbus, July 17. 

Drive to put Columbus on map as 
originator of a chain broadcast pro- 
gram is now under way with a 
vengeance. Survey taken end of last 
week showed listeners here favored 
Frank Ferneau and orchestra, which 
also boasts large entertainment 
corps, as representative. Chamber 
of Commerce, civic groups, news- 
papers and WCAH backing the- 
move. 

All have taken the matter up with 
CBS in New York, CBS being the 
only chain having an outlet here. 

Columbus, though long a member 
of CBS, has never originated a 
broadcast and town now feels plenty 





Pic Indie on NBC 


Holiywood, July 17. 

Half-hour program of ‘Hollywood 
on the Air’ (NBC) will be turned 
over to Monogram for the exploita- 
tion of ‘Sensation Hunters,’ indie 
company’s musical. 

No date set for the program, 
which will be the first time that an 
independent company has. been 








strong that it should get recognition. given use of the full half hour. 


Farmers Need 
Market Report 


Ames, Ia., July 17. 

WOI, Iowa State College radio 
station, has issued an appeal to 
farmers and others depending on 
livestock market reports to protest 
discontinuance of this government 
service. 

Nearest leased wire service carry- 
ing market reports is now at Omaha. 
It would cost $5,640 a year to bring 
reports to facilities of WOI and con- 
tinue the same service farmers and 
livestock shippers have been re- 
ceiving over the radio. 

Discontinuance of this service at 
government cost to listeners of the 
Iowa station will be a hard blow to 
the service of the station. 


KFWB Organ Change 


Hollywood, July 17. 
Price Dunlavey, staff organist, is 
out of KFWB after three years. 
Replaced by Edgar Eugene Eben, 
also on the station as ‘Eddie’ in 
John, Jimmy and Eddie, musical 
trio. 
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“The time has come,” 
the Walrus said, 
“To talk of many things: 
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NBC Turns to Europe for Talent 





John Royal Leaving on Special Search 
Expedition 





American broadcasting is turning 
to Europe for the first time as a 
possible source of importable air 
talent. John Royal goes on this 
quest for NBC around Aug. 15. 

Royal's itinerary will take him to 
England, France, Italy, Germany, 
Norway, Sweden and Poland, with 
the NBC program head making his 
contacts in these countries through 
their local broadcasting systems. 
His quest will direct itself strictly 
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to singing-talking personalities with 
possibilities of adaptation here, and 
novelty instrumental and harmony 
acts. While abroad Royal is also 
under commission from M. H. 
Aylesworth to look over other fields 
of amusement for attractions worth 
bringing over for the Radio City 
Music Hall and the RKO string. 
No Idea 

As for the radio phase of his trip 
Royal says he hasn’t the least ides 
of what there is available in any of 
the mentioned countries that has a 
chance of clicking over here in a 
big way. NBC, he avers, has never 
before done any searching on the 
foreign airlanes. It is his opinion 
that the time is now ripe to intro- 
duce this international note in 
American radio entertainment. If 
he finds a single strong enough 
personality, opines Royal, the entire 
trip will have been made more than 
worthwhile. 

Royal figures on being gone for a 
minimum of six weeks. He says he 
will do most of his traveling from 
country to country by plane. 


Jolson’s 40 Wks. 


Los Angeles, July 17. 

Al Jolson leaves July 19 for New 
York to take up offer of National 
Dairy Products to broadcast 40 
weeks out of 52. 

Layoff will allow Jolson to make 
Warner picture, also take rest in 
Florida during winter. 








WBBM’S NEW HALF DOZEN 


Commercial Leader in Chi Takes on 
More Advertising 








Chicago, July 17. 

Station WBBM, already the leader 
in number and variety of local com- 
mercial programs in Chicago, has 
added six more advertisers to their 
list. 

Rumford Baking Powder doesn’t 
start until Oct. 16 when its twice 
weekly cooking school will start an 
all-winter run. 

Walgreen drug stores have Pat 
Flannagan doing 15 minutes of 
sports comment just before the reg- 
ular Prima beer baseball broadcast. 
In the fall Walgreen will finance 
eight football games Saturday broad- 
cast. 

Johnson and Johnson’s waxed skit, 
‘Growing Up,’ made by Scott Howe 
Bowen and placed by Ernshaw- 
Young agency starts a 13-week run 
July 24. Floraline Products of Cir- 
cleville, O., has Norm Sherr on a 
thrice weekly schedule for 13 weeks 
(no agency) to peddle a depilatory. 

Art Kahn and Fritz Clark supply 
the talent for Dr. Bobo’s Laxative 
on Mon-Wed-Fri. Gunther- Bradford 
agency placed. Nelson Bros. Storage 
has three periods weekly. 





Mills Boys Resuming 


With John Mills practically re- 
covered from his long illness, the 
Mills Bros. are resuming their tour 
for Loew July 28. Met, Brooklyn, 
is the first stop with Baltimore, 
Washington, the Paradise, Bronx, 
the Valencia, Jamaica, and _ the 
State here following in that con- 
secutive playing order. 

Quartet is slated to return to the 
air Sept. 15 for Procter & Gamble. 


BARN DANCE ON KDKA, Wik 





Chicago, July 17. 
WLS Barn Dance, long a leading 
local program, will be hooked up 
with KDKA, Pittsburgh, and WJR, 
Detroit, ina ~ e statior. NBC net- 
work for Alka-Seltzer, patent medi- 
cine. Peosrem wili run 10:30 to 

11:30 p. m. every Saturday night. 
First time WLS Barn Dance has 
been heard outside the WLS chan 


nel. 





‘COAST AD BOD 
UN 2-FEE RACKET 


After Control of Curbstone 
Agents—Interfering with 


Regular Agency Business 
—Code Will Cover Ethics 


GENERAL CO-OPERATION 


Los Angeles, July 17. 

Following the launching of a cam- 
paign last week in Sacramento by 
the Pacific Advertising Agents As- 
sociation against the double agency 
fee racket, local members of the 
association are in co-operation with 
broadcasters, newspapers, billboard 
concerns and oth.* media here to 
organize a code of ethics governing 
all angles of the advertising agency 
business. 

It is admitted that the chief ills 
to be remedied are those in connec- 
tion with the current racketing and 
unethical practices in placing of air 
commercials. 


ODE FOR SHOESTRINGERS 





(Canada May Oust U. §. News Casters 





New Ruling in Effect 


Over Border—Cana- 


dian Press Only on News Air 





Toronto, July 17. 
United States news broadcasters, 
such as Lowell Thomas, Edwin C. 
Hill and H. V. Kaltenborn are 
likely to be removed from NBC and 
CBS outlets in Canada as the result 
ef a new ruling of the Canadian 
Radio Commission which, inaugu- 
rated this evening, stipulates that 
two news broacasts will be sent over 
a Dominion network daily, this ma- 
terial to be especially prepared by 
the Canadian press. Ruling follows 
the alleged practice of commercials 
who scalp the newspapers here and 
broadcast the news without giving 
credit to the source. 
The threat to U. S. newscasters 
lies in the wording of the new gov- 
ernment ruling which says: 
‘There must be no news broad- 
easts other than Canadian press 
news and news gathered by recog- 
nized news-gathering agencies in 
Canada.’ 
This will protect radio stations 
controlled by Canadian newspapers, 
notably Toronto ‘Star,’ but, accord- 
ing to station managers, it looks as 





At a meeting a committee com- 
prising two representatives from 
each advertising medium was ap- 
pointed to discuss the existing con- 
ditions and to create a code stan- 
dardizing ethical practices. 

Besides swinging a cudgel at the 
double-split agencies, the associa- 
tion is endeavoring to bar from 
coast radio business the more than 
50 persons who are operating as 
free lance agents with offices only in 
their hats. 

These curb agents, it is claimed, 
are mostly ex-salesmen from radio 
stations working on spec, and selling 
accounts to stations for whatever 
agency fees they can garner. 

Shoe-stringers drop an account as 
soon as they get it placed. Legiti- 
mate agencies claim this is hurting 
the agency business, as they take no 
further interest in the broadcasting 
after cashing in on a contract. 


LAUGH AT ITSELF FOR 
RADIO ON SQUAWKS 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Radio will satirize itself in a 
weekly program Sunday nights over 
KNX, labelled ‘Complaint Depart- 
ment.’ 

Half hour kidding program will 
be conducted by Robert Wildhack. 
He has asked listeners-in to send in 
their pet ether peeves that he might 
kid acts and conditions on local sta- 





tions. 

From the extent of the squawks 
about local programs, Wildhack 
should have enough material to 


keep him going a long time. 


Cantor Goes for Coffee 
As Lahr Falls for Tea 


zabel on the Chase & Sanborn 
tea spasm Wednesday night switches 
back to Royal Gelatine Co. Oct. 4. 
Bert Lahr at the same time takes 
over the show’s comedy assignment 
from Fannie Brice. 

Lahr comes out of the Chase & 
Sanborn coffee hour Sept. 3 and the 
following Sunday Eddie Cantor 
takes up where he left off in May. 
Cantor’s end of the broadcast will 
be cut in from the west coast until 
he has completed his picture obliga- 
tions out there. 


WILLIS COOPER JOINS NBC 
Chicago, July 17. | 
Willis Cooper who two weeks ago | 
resigned as continuity editor of 
station WBBM (Columbia), has | 
been named to a similar post at | 
NBC here. He follows John Gihon | 
who resigned. 
Understood Gihon 








will rv te 





KDKA, Pittsburgh, to join Bill 


j Hedges. i 


if the American newscasters will 
be barred from U. S. chain outlets 
here. There may be variation in 
the terms ‘newscaster’ and ‘news 
commentator.’ This will probably 
be determined when complaints 
start coming into the Canadian 
Radio Commission, an eventuality 
expected. 

The CRC news broadcasts will go 
on the ether for five-minute peri- 
ods at 6:30 p. m. and 10 p. m., in- 
cluding Sundays. These will be 
preceded and followed by the state- 
ment that ‘This announcement is 
made by courtesy of the Canadian 
Press.’ The broadcasts will con- 
sist of local, provincial, Dominion 
and cable news. Metropolitan dailies 
which have their own special cables 
and news letters will use the ma- 


Wynn’s Chain Deferred 


The oft-postponed debut of Ed 
Wynn’s Amalgamated Broadcasting 
System, Inc., is now set for the fall. 
WCFL, Chicago, has been added as 
the western outlet. 

Joseph V. Knight is p.a. for 
ABS. 








the 





Daily from Stage 


San Francisco, July 17. 

John and Ned, harmony duo of 
NBC, are booked to open July 26 for 
RKO at the Golden Gate. 

Under the deal made with Cliff 
Work pair will do their daily broad- 
cast to the entire NBC western 
chain, from the Gate’s stage. 


terial of their foreign correspond- 
ents, 

Announcement of the new are 
rangement is made by F. B. Livesay, 
g.m. of the Canadian Press, and 
confirmed by Colonel A. W. Steel of 
the Canadian Radio Commission, 
News bulletins are not to be used 
as part of any advertising program, 
it was said. 
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Thomas C. Stowell, newspaper 





man, heading company presenting 
‘Radio Baffles,” new serial mystery 
feature, over WCY. 

Comment on the similarity in 
radio voices and delivery of Ar- 
thur Brisbane, Hearst editorialist, 
and Merlin H. Aylesworth, NBC 
head 

Mary O'Neil, radio columnist of 
the ‘Sunday Knickerbocker Press, 


Albany, N. Y., was injured near 
Lockport, N. Y., last week when 
the automobile in which she and her 
mother were riding blew a tire. It 
overturned. Both were confined to 


a Lockport hospital for several 
days. 
Harold, Dean and Curt, of WSM, 


Nashville, have gone to Chicago 
to make some recordings for Victor. 

Francis Craig and his boys are 
taking a six-weeks’ vacation. They 
are at WSM, Nashville. 
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Tom Bradford, of WBRC, Bir- 
mingham, recently married to Mary 
Johnson 


Tito Coral, radio tenor, to Monte 
Carlo on the Augustus,’ sailing 
July 14. 

Phil Baker renewed by Armour 
for 13 more times last week. 


Ed Wolfe, who created and man- 
aged ‘The Street Singer’ (Arthur 
Tracy) until their legal falling out 
over managerial -commissions, is 
grooming ‘The Poet Prince’ (An- 
thony Frome) via NBC. 

Town of Barnesville, O., led by 
the Rotary Club, turns out to greet 
the homecoming of the Sizzlers. Be- 
fore they left one of the trio was a 
soda-jerker, another delivered groc- 
eries, and the third was a feedmill 
hand, 

Pickup of President Roosevelt's 
speech last night (Monday) was 
the first time that WMCA, New 
York, had itself wired to NBC. 

Arthur Kales of KFI, Los Angeles, 
is around New York and NBC head- 
quarters, in particular, talking over 
a new franchise contract. If deal 
flukes it will have to be either KNX 
or KFWB as the NBC ally out 
there. 

CBS has the Pontiac business for 
the fall and it’s now only a mat- 
ter of getting the account the sta- 
tion lineup it requires. 

Urge to do ‘mike interviewing is 
referred to at -CBS as a Bob Tap- 
linger ‘Meet the Artist’ complex. 

Barney Rapp’s New Englanders 


at Hotel New Yorker to double 
vaude for Loew's one week every 
month. 


Harry Rose goes on the Fleisch- 
mann July 27 hour. 


Sen Kaney, assistant to NBC v.p. 
Niles Trammel elected v.p. of Chi- 
cago Broadcasters’ Assn. as Homer 
Hogan, KYW, steps into presidency 
vacated by Bill Hedges, gone to 
KDKA, Pittsburgh. 

Jerry Sullivan has resigned as 
manager of WSBC, Chicago, and is 
doing a ‘crystal set days’ reminisc- 
ing program over WBBM. Sullivan 
dates back to 1924 and the old WQJ 
station. 

Art Linick observed his 11th an- 
niversary as entertainer at WJJD, 
Chicago, last week. 

Eddie Dunham and Allan Kent, 
producer and announcer, pinch-hit 
at NBC, Chicago, when regular 
talent failed to show. 

Judy Rogers singing over WJJD, 


Chicago, second cousin of Will 
Rogers. 

Ireene Wicker, Kellogg's Singing 
Lady, will be off air in August. 


Sponsor renews in Sept. 

Irma Glen, NBC, Chicago, picked 
Genieveve Craney, 20, to receive the 
complete musical ‘education on the 
organ that a mysterious Alabaman 
promises to pay for. 


Billie Allen Hoff now on KYW, 
Chicago, with’ Drs. Sherman and 
Pratt. 


Bill Baar back at WBBM, Chi- 
cago, after three-week vacation. 


West 


Robert Pennison, contracting time 
for KNX, Hollywood, resigned to be- 
come sales manager of Citrus Soap 
Co. 

Don Gilman’s 17-year-old son, 
who appears in NBC coast playlets 
out of ’Frisco as William Page, in 
Hollywood for film tests by Radio 
pictures. 

Charles Hamp wired his Holly- 
wood home with a loudspeaker sys- 
tem and put in a dise recording 
system so he could hear himself as 
others might hear him before roing 
on the air. 

KFWB, Hollywood, again broad- 
easting baseball, with coast games 
in the Pacific league going back to 
afternoons. During the evening 
games dropped because of sour 
business. KFOX, Long Beach, had 
the exclusive ethering. 

Three Loose Screws, radio nut 
act, reunited after six months apart. 
Currently in Hollywood. 

Los Angeles musicians’ local ruled 
that members are forbidden to sign 


contracts with the Thomas 8S. Lee 
Artists’ bureau (KHJ-CBS) with- 
out approval of the board of di- 


rectors. 
WHB, Kansas City, Mo., petition- 
ing for 1,000 watt power nights. 





Request of Simon Waronker to 
play solos without pay over KTM, | 
L. A., in order to advertise his| 
ability, denied by musicians’ local. | 


Adele Rowland singing twice aj} 
week at KMTR, Hollywood, on a}! 
15-min., 


sustainer. 





Folger’s ‘Judy and Jean’ Dated 
Chicago, July 17. 
decided to re- 
Irene Wicker 


| 
Folger Coffee has 
turn to NBC this fall. 














ind Madge Evans will play 
‘Judy and Jean.’ 


Starts Sept. 25 


izain 








- aside Stuff—Radio 


Opening session of the radio convention in Mexico City last week, in 
which delegates from the U. S., Canada and Central American countries 
are participating, developed the info that of the 825 stations in operation 
Central-North American area, 610 are located in this country. 
mes next with 77 and Mexico third with 58. Cuba has a total 
Rica 15, Terranova 8, and Guatemala and El Salvador one 


in the 
Canada c 
of 55, Costa 
each, 
Delegates at that there are too many stations 
bunched in this area to allow for non-interference or non-disturbance 
from one another. What countries are to eliminate some of its outlet 
to rectify this situation is the prime purpose of the Mexico City meet. 


the convention agree 


New rate card under preparation by NBC will reallocate the prices 
asked for several of the indie owned outlets on the red and blue network 
lists. Revisions are being made to take care of the complaints made by 
allied stations that the figures posted for them by the chain are consid- 
erably lower than those carried on the local card rate. As a case in point 
there's WDAF, Kansas City, for which the networks ask $190 an hour, 
while the station itself is charging $270 an hour on its local card. 

Lump sum figure for either the red or blue ink will remain unchanged. 
To make up for the boosts with indie outlets, NBC will reduce the prices 
now carried against stations it itself owns or operates. 


Al Capone, so named, was interpreted on the air on the last General 
Tire show in Chicago with Henry Saxe, who once was introduced to the 
underworld czar, playing the part. Butler Mandeville played George 
Kk. Q. Johnson, the Federal district attorney, who sent Capone to jail. 

Some of the people connected with the program were a bit leery for 
fear some of Capone’s pals might resent the broadcast, but apparently 
none did. 

Comedian at the local Palace a couple of months ago got a mysterious 
phone call to eliminate a joke at Capone's expense. He complied. 





In reorganizing the musical division of the NBC program department, 
Frank Black and Al Short are replacing several of the present staffmen 
with what they consider program builders of all-around experience, Idea 
here is to have attaches who can not only select the numbers for a warb- 
ler to sing and a band to play, but who have knowledge of continuity 
writing and program procuction to supervise these ends of the show. 

That setup, according to Black and Short’s intentions, would have the 
same man seeing the preparation of the program through from start to 
finish. 

Nick Kenny, the N. Y. ‘Daily Mirror's’ radio columnist, sez that they 
all get him wrong when he enthuses too much over a song lyric he wrote, 
and that he doesn’t mean anything when telling radio artists about some 
new number of his. 

Kenny’s enthusiasm as a songsmith, he avers, is the contagion of any 
tinpan alleyite. He does not mean to suggest that his journalistic in- 
fluences should figure in his songwriting activities. 





Sidney Strotz, now manager of both program and artists departments 
in NBC, Chicago, has already achieved a reputation, from report, as 
being no yes man nor a friend of yes men. 

His crisp manner and fast tempo not only has the NBC Chicago bunch 
on their toes but has made him a dominant personality although the 
newest executive on the midwestern payroll. 


After using it for three years Nestle’s chocolate has decided to drop 
the yodeling trademark when it resumes on NBC Aug. 25. Elimination 
of the yodeling specialist for a couple of bars each at the opening and 
close of the program is an economy move. 

Chick Farmer has filled this assignment 
program, 


Since the inception of the 


A crooner as a stooge to crash Hollywood parties is a routine that a 
bunch of the boys on the coast have worked out without the crooner get- 
ting hep that he’s being used. 

The gang circulates around bustin’ in shindigs and with the air singer 
as a front it’s a cinch, especially if the willing warbler does his stint for 
the guests. 





against which to vocalize. A moan- 
ing minor theme tune for the period 
immediately arrests attention with 
the half hour for last Sunday (16) 
fully living up to the melodic prom- 
ise of the introduction. If anyone 


Selling half of a program is a 
new wrinkle for air commercialing 
on the Coast. Split is in effect with 
Don Lee’s Columbia ‘Blue Monday 
Jamboree’ from KFRC, San Fran- 
cisco, a weekly two-hour show, half 
of which is sponsored by Shell Oil| ever happens to hook-up the Play- 
Co. Other half currently is sus- boys with the Warnow outfit and 
taining, although an effort is being| the girls it should well nigh make 
made to get an advertiser to take| itresistible commercial bait. 


OSvith Bhall taking over the firat 40 STATIONS FOR 2-HR. 
WHITEMAN AIR PERIOD 





hour, starting Monday .(10) the 
Jamboree gets back some of its 
former pep and entertainment value 


that has been lacking recently. 
Much of the punch is due to Charles 
Irwin’s m.c.’ing on the Shell part of Kraft - Phenix cneese Monday 
the program. His gags are new and| night show with Paul Whiteman 


put over with a spontaneity and 


stretches out to a coast to coast 


ey gy that is new to coast air] arair July 31 with over 40 stations 
Dee is figured for the loop. WEAF, N. Y., 
More or less hiding away on a like the others of NBC, will carry 


the program for an hour only after 
that date. NBC's red key station 
under the present arrangement re- 
leases a two-hour show while the 
outlets on the New England stem 
and WGY, Schenectady, confine 
themselves to an hour of it. 

Dana Suesse is set as guest artist 
for the July 24 broadcast. She'll do 
the piano solo for one of her own 
symphonic compositions. 


Sunday afternoon WABC has 
tucked a very pleasing 45 minutes. 
It’s split between the Playboy Trio 
and ‘Manhattan Moods.’ Latter 
program, comprising the Do Re Mi 
femme threesome and Warnow’s 
orchestra, assumes the half hour 
portion. It’s all from 2:15 to 3. 
Playboys offer their piano con- 
ceptions of pop tunes and standard 
numbers with sufficient imagination 
to take such an oft-told tune as 
‘Gypsy Love Song’ and give it an 
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Peabody on Frisco NBC 
Gets a 100% Renewal 


San Francisco, July 17. 

Safeway Stores has renewed Ed. 
die Peabody on NBC for another 13 
weeks, running until Nov. 1. Banjo- 
ist gets a third raise in money, a 
proviso in the original agreement 
that was made six months ago. 
angling to do 
Los Angeles, 


Peabody was 
program from 
continues up here. 

Ad agency, Botsford, 


the 
but it 


Constan- 


tine and Gardner, has added two 
more stations, KOA, Denver, and 
KDYL, Salt Lake, to the previous 
six which had been taking the 
Wednesday night Peabody half 
hour. 


Safeway makes the NBC local re- 
newal record 100%, with every ac- 
count sold since Jan. 1 signed fora 


continuation. 








BEST FOODS 
MUSICAL 
GROCERY STORE 


HARRY SALTER 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 


WEAF 
he 


Friday, 9 P. M. 
N.B.C. Network 











There IS Something § 
New Under the Sun! 


THREE 
ROBERTS 
BROTHERS 


IN MUSIC AND SONG 
Different! 


WEAF Saturday, 6:45 P. M. 


Monday, 7:15 P. M. 
Personal Management DAN HEALY é 








Thursday, 6:45 P. M. 








For That Boy Part! 


Andy 


(Skippy) 


Donnelly 


Just completed nine months as “Bill” 
in Tarkington's “‘Maude and Bill” 


NBC NETWORK 


Season as “Skippy” (Elec, Trans.) 
Addréss Variety, New York, or phone 
HAckensack 2-6246-W 














THE GREEK AMBASSADOR 
OF GOOD-WILL 


GEORGE 
GIVOT 


This Week (July 14) 
AMBASSADOR, ST. LOUIS 
Sole Direction 
Herman Bernie 
1619 Broadway, New York 























DUMB 
CRACKERS 


_ 


ROBERT 
BURNS 
PANETELA 


WABC 


Every 
Wednesday 
Evening 
at 9:30 P. M 


~ 2» 


BURNS °,ALLEN 


r.: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 








entirely new and attractive read- 








ing. Their wah-wah chants are 
also technically astute and in the 
accepted '33 manner. For 15 min- 
utes the boys make it interesting. 
no small achievement, sight unseen. 
They must have their audience by 
this time, if not they will, and only 
concentration "they give their pro- 
grams can limit them in their field. 

Warnow’'s orchestrations are a 
consistent compliment to a _ band 
which knows how to purvey them. 
Combination of these technicians 
and the arrangements gives the girl 


(TOMMY) 








REILLY and COMFORT 


NOW IN LONDON PLAYING VAUDEVILLE 


Making records for Decca and broadcasting regularly from 
May Fair Hotel for the British Broadcasting Corporation. 


PERMANENT LONDON ADDRESS, CARE VARIETY 


(BILLY) 








Singers an excellent background 
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OUTSTANDING PROGRAMS ON THE AIR 





NATIONAL 


(Taking in chain programs of coast-to-coast or regional hookups. List- | 


ing artist, chain and key station, time—EDST, out of New York—and |} 
days, if more than once weekly, commercial and advertising agency on | 


the account. The time difference according to geographical location can 
be figured out for local reference accordingly.) 


(This and Next Week, July 18 to 24) 


(All Time EDST) 
Tuesday (July 18) 


Kate Smith (La Palina), 8:30-8:45 p.m., CBS-WABC. Also Wed. & 
Thurs.) (Batten-Barton, etc.). 
Julia Sanderson and Frank Crumit, Parker Fennelly, Jack Shilkret 
orchestra, ‘Blackstone Plantation,’ 8-8.30 p.m., WEAF-NBC (Blackstone 
Cigars). 


Raymond Paige’s orchestra and soloists, California Melodies, from Don 
Lee chain on the west coast via WABC-CBS, 10-10.45 p.m. 











Fire Chief's Uncle, with Taylor Holmes, Wamp Carlson, Graham Mc- 
Namee, Larry Butler and the Don Voorhees band, 9:30-10 p.m., NBC- 
WEAF (Texaco) (Hanff-Metzger agency). 





The Goldbergs with Gertrude Berg, James Waters, 7:45-8 p. m., NBC- 
WEAF. Also Wed., Thurs., Fri. & Mon. (Pepsodent) (Lord & Thomas 


‘ agency). 





Amos ’n’ Andy, 7-7-15 p.m., NBC-WJZ. Also Wed., Thurs., Fri. & 
Mo:. Rebroadcast or the midwest and west 10 p.m., CDST (Pepsodent). 


Clara, Lu ’n’ Em, Louise Starky, Isabelle Carothers and Helen King, 
10:15-10:30 a.m., NBC-WJZ. Also Wed., Thurs., Fri. and Mon. (Palm- 


olive) (Lord & Thomas agency). 


Little Orphan Annie, 5:45-6 p.m., NBC-WJZ. Also Wed., Thurs., Fri. & 
Mon. (Ovaltine) (Blackett-Sample-Hummert). 








Ben Bernie orchestra, with Jackie Heller, 9-9:30 p.m., NBC-WEAF 
(Blue Ribbon Malt) (Matteson-Fogarty-Jordan agency). 


Lowell Thomas, 6:45-7 p.m., NBC-WJZ. Also Wed., Thurs., Fri. & 
Mon. (Sun Oil Co.) (Roche, Williams & Cunningham agency). 








Household Musical Memories, Edgar A. Guest, Alice Mock, Josef Koest- 
ner orchestra, 10-10:30 p.m., NBC-WJZ. (Household Finance Corp.) 


(Charles Daniel Fry agency). 





Cc. GN. Y. Stadium concert, Willem Van Hoogstraten, conductor, 
9-10 p.m., NBC-WJZ. Also Sat. nite. 


‘Skippy,’ 5:30-6 p.m. CBS-WABC. Also Wed., Thurs., Fri. & Mon. 


(Wheaties-General Mills) (Blackett-Sample-Hummert). 
Boake Carter, 7:45-8 p.m., CBS-WABC. Also Wed., Thurs. Fri. & 


Mon. (Philco). 





Wednesday (July 19) 


Fannie Brice, George Olsen Music (Chase & Sanborn Tea), WEAF- 
NBC, 8-8.30 p.m. (J. Walter Thompson agency.) 


Potash and Perlmutter (Jos. Greenwald and Lou Welch), WJZ-NBC, 
8:30-8:45 p.m. (Feenamint) (McCann-Erickson). 








The Poet Prince, WJZ-NBC, 11:15-11:30 p.m. 


Irvin S. Cobb and Al Goodman’s orchestra, 9-9.15 p.m., CBS-WABC 
(Good Gulf). Also Fri., same time (Cecil, Warwick & Cecil). 


Guy Lombardo’s orchestra and Burns and Allen {White Owl cigar), 
9:30-10 p.m., CBS-WABC (J. Walter Thompson). 











Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians and Aunt Jemima (‘Mandy Lou’), 10- 
10.30 p.m., CES-WABC (Old Gold) (Lennon & Mitchell). 


Edwin C. Hill, news, 10.30-10.45 p.m., CBS-WABC. 








One Man’s Family, sketch with Anthony Smythe, 9:30-10 p.m., NBC- 
WEAF, originating from NBC San Francisco studios. 


Thursday eae 20) 


Rudy Vallee-Fleischmann variety program, including Paul Robeson, 
Mitzi Green, Ann Butler. WEAF-NBC, 8-9 p.m. (Fleischmann’s Yeast) 


(J. Walter Thompson). 





Cap’n Henry’s Show Boat, including Chas. Winninger, Lanny Ross, 
Annette Hanshaw, Muriel Wilson, Molasses n” January, Don Voorhees 
orchestra, WEAF-NBC, 9-10 p.m. (Maxwell House Coffee) (Benton & 


Bowles). 


Floyd Gibbons, the World’s Fair Reporter, NBC service from Chicago 
to WJZ, 8:45-9 p.m. 





Columbia Revue, variety half hour with Freddie Rich’s orchestra, 


9.30-10 p.m., WABC-CBS. 
Wayfaring Men, 9-9.15 p.m., CBS-WABC, Also Mon. and Sun. 


Friday (July 21) 


Cities Service hour, with Jessica Dragonette, the Cavaliers (Henry 
Shope, Frank Parker, John Seagle, Elliott Shaw, Lee Montgomery), 
Frank Banta and Milton Rettenberg, Rosarie Bourdon’s orchestra, 
WEAF-NBC, 8-9 p.m. (Cities Service Gasoline) (Lord & Thomas). 








Tom Howard, Jeannie Lang, Ted Bergman, Herbert Polesie, The Sing- 
ing Clerks, Harry Salter’s orchestra, 9-9.30 p.m., WEAF-NBC (Best 
Foods) (Benton & Bowles). 


ilka Chase,°Hugh O’Connell, Lee Wiley, Paul Small, Victor Young 
orchestra, WEAF-NBC, 9.30-10 p.m. (Ponds’ Cream) (J. Walter Thomp- 
80n). 








\ 
Andre Kostelanetz presents Mary Eastman, Evan Evans, orchestra, 
choir, 9.30-10 p.m., WABC-CBS. 





Lou Holtz, Grace Moore, Lennie Hayton’s orchestra, 10-10.30 p.m., 
WABC-CBS (Chesterfield) (Newell-Emmett agency). 





‘First Nighter,’ with June Meredith, Don Ameche, Cariton Brickert and 
Cliff Soubier, 10-10:30 p.m., NBC-WJZ (Campagna Italian Balm) (Mc- 
Cann Erickson). 





Pastorale, Joseph Littau’s concert orchestra, 7:30-8 p.m., NBC-WJZ. 





Armour Hour, with Phil Baker, Harry McNaughton, Merrie Men, Neil 
Sisters, Roy Shield orchestra, 9:30-10 p.m., NBC-WJZ (Armour Packing) 
(N. W. Ayer agency). 


‘Let’s Listen to Harris, Phil Harris and orchestra, Leah Ray, 9-9:30 
P.m., NBC-WJZ (Cutex) (J. Walter Thompson). 





Andre Kostelanetz presents, with Mary Eastman, Evan Evans, 9:30-10 
P.m., 


CBS-WABC. 








Saturday (July 22) | 


hag Battle concert ensemble, WEAF-NBC out of Toronto (via CRCT), 
.380-2 p.m. } 


Week-end Revue, variety show, NBC-WEAF, 4-5 p.m. 


Ferde Grofe orchestra, Conrad Thibault, WEAF-NBC, 9-9.15 p.m. 
(Philip Morris Cigaret) (Biow agency). 


B. A. Rolfe orchestra, with Rudy Wiedoeft, soloist, WEAF-NBC, 10-11 
p.m. (Hudson-Essex) (Blackman agency). 

Philadelphia Summer Concerts from Fairmount Park, Philadelphia, 
8.30-9.15 p.m., WABC-CBS. 





Glen Gray and Casa Loma orchestra, 7:30-8 p.m., CBS-WABC. 





The Witching Hour, Georgia Graves, Sidney Smith, Richard Maxwell, 
Darl Bethmann, Earl Waldo and Dana S. Merriman orchestra, 11:30-12 
p.m., NBC-WJZ. 


Sunday (July 23) 


Alfredo’s marimba orchestra, WEAF-NBC, 10.30-11 a.m. 





Major Bowes’ Capitol Family from Capitol theatre, N. Y., 11.15 a.m.- 
12-15 p.m., WEAF-NBC, variety show, with Maria Silviera, Hannah 
Klein, Nicholas Consentino, Dick Dennis, Tom McLaughlin, Four Minute 
Men, Waldo Mayo, Phil Spitalny conducting. 





Bert Lahr, Ilomay Bailey and Lee Sims, Leo Carillo, Rubinoff’s orches- 
tra, WEAF-NBC, 8-9 p.m. (Chase & Sanborn Coffee) (J. Walter Thomp- 
son). 


Col. Louis McHenry Howe, President Roosevelt’s secretary, 10-10:15 
p.m., WEAF-NBC, Walter Trumbull interviewing him on national affairs. 
(RCA Victor). 





Radio City Music Hall Concert, Roxy (S. L. Rothafel) as m.c., with 
Erno Rapee’s orchestra, choir and soloists, 12.15-1.15 p.m., WJZ-NBC,. 


Arthur Brisbane, Walter C. Kelly, The Revelers, Al Goodman's orches- 
on Pt ay irate 9-9.30 p.m. (Good Gulf Gasoline) (Cecil, Warwick & 
ecil). 





Goldman Band, Edwin Franko Goldman conducting, from the N, Y. U. 
campus, 9.30-10 p.m., WJZ-NBC. 


Frank Crumit and Julia Sanderson, 5.30-6 p.m., WABC-CBS (Bond 
Bread) (Batten, Barton, etc.). 








The Gauchos, Vincent Sorey conducting, with Tito Guizar, 9-9.30 p.m., 
WABC-CBS. 





Manhattan Merry-Go-Round, Jean Sargent, David Percy, Men About 
Town, Gene Rodemich orchestra, 9-9:30 p.m., NBC-WEAF. (Lyon's 
Tooth Powder) (Blackett-Sample-Hummert). 





American Album of Familiar Music, Frank Munn, Elizabeth Lennox, 
Ohman and Arden, Bertrand Hirsch, Gus Haenschen orchestra, 9:30-10 
p.m., NBC-WEAF, (Bayer’s Asperin) (Blackett-Sample-Hummert). 


Willard Robison’s Deep River symphony, 5-5:15 p.m., CBS-WABC. 








Also Thursday, 10:15-10:45 p.m. 


Monday (July 24) 


A&P Gypsies, Harry Horlick directing, Frank Parker, WEAF-NBC, 
9-9.30 p.m. (Atlantic & Pacific). 





Paul Whiteman orchestra, with Deems Taylor, m.c., and variety show, 
9.30-11.30 p.m., WEAF-NBC; on split hookups in some territories (Kraft- 
Phenix Products) (J. Walter Thompson). 





Clicquot Club Eskimos, Harry Reser, directing, ‘Rosey’ Rowswell, 
Jimmy Brierly, NBC-WJZ, 8-8.30 p.m. (Clicquot Club Ginger Ale) (Dan- 
ielson & Son agency). . 


Sinclair Minstrels (Gene Arnold, Chauncey Parsons, Bill Childs, Mac 
McCloud, Clifford Soubier, Harry Kogen directing), NBC-WJZ out of 
Chicago, 9-9.30 p.m. (Sinclair Oil). 





Jack Frost (sugar) half hour with Sam Herman, Josef Pasternack’s 
orchestra and guest artist, 9.30-10 p.m. (Gotham agency). 





Ethel Waters, colored, 11-11.15 p.m., WJZ. 





Morgan L. Eastman orchestra, Gene Arnold, Lullaby Lady, 10-10:30 
p.m. NBC. (No N. Y. release) (Carnation Milk) (Erwin Wasey agency). 


LOCAL SHOWS 


(Embracing same data as National programs, giving time, artists, 
commercial, agency, etc., of local programs, not on a network hookup, 
regional or national.) 








NEW YORK 


(July 18 to 24) 


All Time EDST) 


Light Opera Gems, Channon Collinge conductor, WABC-CBS, 10.45- 
11.15 p.m. 





Eddy Brown, violinist, with miniature symphony maestroed by George 
Shackley, 8.30-9 p.m., WOR. 


Footlight Echoes directed by Geo. Shackley, Lewis Reid announcer, 
9.30-10 p.m., WOR. 








Percy Grainger, composer-pianist, 10:15-10:35, WEVD. 





Reinald Werrenrath, baritone, 7:45-8 p.m., WMCA-WPCH. 


Wednesday (July 19) 


Newark Symphony Orchestra, Robt. Crawford, director, from the City 
Stadium, Newark, 9.30-10.30 p.m., WOR. 


Market and Halsey Street Playhouse, Roger Bower, m.c.; Lee Cronican, 
conductor, 10:30-11 p.m., WOR. 





Beniamino Riccio, baritone, 9-9:30 p.m., WMCA (Simmons Tours). 
Gregory Matusewich, English concertina virtuoso, 8:30-8:45 


WEVD. 


p.m., 


Thursday (July 20) 


Bronx Marriage Bureau, 9-9.1" p.m., WOR. 


‘Men of WOR,’ variety, Sherman Keene directing, Grenadiers Quartet, 
Walter Ahrens, 10.30-11 p.m., WOR. 








(Continued on page 72) 





Ad Agencies’ 


Radio Execs (Associated With 
the Show or Performance 
End of Radio} 

N. W. Ayer & Son, inc. 
500 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 

Douglas Coulter. 

Batten, Barton, Durstine & 
Osborne, Inc. 

383 Madison Ave., N. Y. C. 

Roy Durstine. 

Arthur Pryor, Jr. 

Emilie L. Haley. 

Benton & Bowles, Inc. 
444 Madison Ave., N. Y¥. C. 
E. M. Ruffner. 

Biow Co.. Inc. 

521 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 

Milton Biow. 
Blackett-Sample-Huramert, Inc. 

30 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 
Frank Hummert. 
George Tormey. 

Blackman Co. 

122 E. 42a St., N. Y. C. 
Douglass Storer. 

Campbell-Ewald Co. 
292 Madison Ave., N. Y. C. 
C. Halstead Cottington. 
George T. Ewald. 

Cecil, Warick & Cecil, Inc. 

230 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 
J. H. McKee. 

Erwin, Wasey & Co., Inc. 
420 Lexington Ave., N. Y. C. 
Charles Gannon, 

William Esty & Co., Inc. 

6 E. 45th St., N. Y. C. 
William Esty. 

Federal Adv. Agency 
444 Madison Ave., N. Y¥. C. 
Mann Holiner. 

Albert Frank-Guenther Law, 
Inc. 

70 Pine St., N. Y¥. C. 

Frank A. Arnold 
Hanff-Metzger, Inc. 

Paramount Bidg., N. Y¥. C. 
Louis A Witten. 

Lambert & Feasley, Inc. 
400 Madison Ave., N. Y¥. C, 
Martin Horrell, 

Lennen & Mitchell, Inc. 

i7 E. 45th St.. N. Y. C. 
Arthur 3ergh. 

Ray Virden. 
Robert W. Orr. 
Lord & Thomas 

247 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 
Montague Hackett. 

McCann-Erickson, Inc. 
285 Madison Ave., N. Y. C. 
Dorothy Barstow. 

Newell-Emmett, Inc. 

Richard Strobridge. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan, Inc. 

Chrysler Bldg., N. Y. C. 
Jack Davidson. 

J. Walter Thompson Co. 
420 Lexington Ave., N. Y. C. 
John U. Reber. 

Robert Colwell. 

Gordon Thompeson. 

Cal Kuhl. 

A. K. Spencer. 

Herschel Williams. 
Nathan Tufts. 

Young & Rubicam 
285 Madison Ave., N. Y. C. 
Hubbell Robinson. 





W. R. Stuhler. 
Donald Stauffer. 











Frisco Grosses 





(Continued from page 10) 


which is still good. Last week ‘Pri- 
vate Detective’ (WB) and ‘Jimmy 
Dolan’ (WB) pulled $7,000. 
Strand (Cohen) (880; 

‘Back to Nature’ (Co-op). 
first nudie, and intelligently han- 
dled. Started to capacity and doing 
nine shows daily may run it up to 
very good $8,000. House has been 
lic grind before, and returns after 
this’n. Film holds over. 

United Artists (1,400; 25-35-50)— 
“Whoopee’ (UA). Reissue not so hot 


25-40)— 


at $5,000. Last week Swanson in 
‘Perfect Understanding’ (UA) got 
$6,000. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,7 35-55-65)— 
‘When Ladies Meet’ (MG) and stage 
show with Marge of Myrt and 
Marge. A wow, and plenty big at 

$23,000. Last week ‘Hold Your Man’ 
(MG) got good dough, too, just une 
der $20,000. liouse has been hite 





ting the ball consistently of late. 


West’s * 
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Radio Reports 





HUGH BARRETT DOBBS 
‘Ship of Joy’ 

Talk, Song, Music 
Sustaining 

WEAF, New York 

Capt. Hugh Barrett ,.Dobbs is an- 
other one of the cheerio lads plus a 
slick knack for selling himself and 
everything he handles. He's an 
import from the west coast, where 
the Thompson agency had him do- 
ing his ‘Ship of Joy’ act for several 
of its accounts. NBC started him 
off from the New York origin on a 
late Monday evening spot, but with 
the sale of the time to Kraft-Phenix 
for the Paul Whiteman marathon 
shifted him to a like time on the 
Wednesday schedule. 

Dobbs’ high is soft words, poetry 
reciting and ministerial sweetness 
and light that from the ether angle 
can readily find a more elderly 
rockingchair element to sop it up. 
During the broadcast Dobbs keeps 
constantly referring to it as a ‘mys- 
tic, magic, make-believe ship of 
joy’ where the ‘crew and passen- 
gers,’ as he puts it, join in placing 
their right hands over their hearts 
and sending out a good thought and 
good wish to all their leved ones.’ 

Part of Dobbs’ assignment is to 
bring in a guest celeb for each 
broadcast. Last. Wednesday (12) 
not only produced Al Smith, but ar- 
ranged to have session originate 
from the observation tower of the 
Empire State building. The guest 
took the occasion to describe the 
sights to be absorbed from _ the 


tower and to extend, as headman-of | 


the Empire State building, an in- 
vitation to those who visit New 
York to come and see the sights for 
themselves. Elevator charge, 50c. 
For entertainment cn this same 
occasion Dobbs. had a string combo 
under Jules Lande, and Muriel Wil- 
son, soprano, and a regular on 
Maxwell House coffee’s Show- 
boat, to carol ‘Star of Me’ and ‘All 
Through the Night.’ All Dobbs’ 
programs have a studio sideline 
audience, which arrangement allows 
for the fade-in exchange of ‘Good 
Evening, Little Shipmates,’ ana 
‘Good Evening, Captain.’ Into this 
sustaining connection Dobbs has 
brought the Jetter-pulling cues he 
used on his commercial sessions. If 
a listener writes in, he becomes a 
passenger on the ‘Ship of Joy’; if 
he listens and doesn’t write, he’s 
just a stowaway, and if he not only 
writes but sends in a poem for 
ether consumption, he automatic- 
ally becomes a member of the crew. 
That’s the way Dobbs tries to sell 
it. Odec, 





*YOUR UNSEEN FRIEND’ 
Talk 

15 Mins. 

WOR, New York 


Now that the ‘Voice of Experi- 
ence’ has graduated into the big 
leagues via CBS hookup and much 
commercial and sustaining palaver, 
his old aerial stamping grounds, 
WOR has cleared the channels for 
a No. 2 act. He’s labeled ‘Your Un- 
seen Friend,’ a less forceful and 
more conservative advisor on the 
panaceas for all human ailments. 

Suggesting one another only in 
the leaflet sales’ idea, they’re dis- 
similar in that ‘Unseen Friend’ is 
still an innocuous ether climber who 
hopes to establish himself in the 
consciousness of that element of 
trusting laity, which has forsaken 
Dorothy Dix and Beatrice Fairfax 
and is now consulting U. F. and V. 
of ik. for advice. 

‘Unseen Friend’ goes in for less 
dirt than ‘Voice.’ Latter is a rip- 
snorting, sex-thriving kid who sanc- 
timoniously but unsubtly goes into 
the sex problems in a forthright, 
un-self-conscious manner. ‘Unseen 
Friend’ is still chautauqua in his 
routine; ‘Voice’ is the ethereal Billy 
Sunday. If the Federal Radio Com- 
mission regulations could permit, 
‘Voice’ would probably out-Sunday 
3illy in the fire and brimstone plat- 
form approach. One can feel him 
chafing at the tonsi's excepting that 
the monitor control man could do 
tricks with his doxology too quickly. 

But ‘Unseen Friend’ has nothing 
like that to fear. . He tries to be as 
stentorian but he’s a sissy compared 
to ‘Voice.’ Very Sunday Schoolish 
and anxious to build good-will, he 
offers lots for little. After 
nickle a pamphlet isn’t much, or 15c 
for the set of three; or 25c for two 
sets. He’s really the Woo:worth of 
the ether. Now if ‘Unseen Friend’ 
can answer himself on how to land 
a commercial he’ll be all set. Any- 
way this is his great moment. 

‘Voice’ by his own confession is 
going to take a summer vacash. 
This’ll eliminate the Doc (as ‘Voice’ 
was known when he was spieling 
sex films for Sam Cummins) for a 
lil while and give ‘Your Unseen 
Friend’ his inning. 

It’s a noonday frolic 
7.15 p. m. on Saturdays. It ap- 
proximates the ‘Voice’s’ schedule. 
Sut ‘Unseen’ might pay a lil atten- 
tion to ‘Experience’ and get the 
hang of the paprika interludes to 
punctuate his too nice routine. But 
then again it may be the broadcast- 
ing tycoons are starting to worry, 
and they should, about that ole 
debbil, Federal Radio Censorship. 

Abel. 


daily and 


‘funny nor articulate. 


all, a' 


JACK WHITE 
‘Rhythm Rhapsody’ 
with Mildred Bailey, Eton Boys 
Do, Re, Mi Trio; Freddy Rich 
Comedy, Songs, Band 
Sustaining 
WABC, New York 

Before Jack White had a chance 
to unload the second gag of his 
debut event (16) on the air the an- 
nouncer of this Sunday night whirl] 
was describing him as ‘already 
radio's latest comic’ sensation.’ 
Evidently when Columbia sets out 
to rush its buildup. candidates 
there’s no limit to the enthusiasm. 
According to that description White 
deserves rating as the first and 
only air combo who became a sen- 
sation with the first batch of lines 
he uttered. 


White’s been in vaude, musical 
comedy and pictures and is cur- 
rently doing the floor m.c.’ing in 
a Times Square niterie, the Ha-Ha 
Club... His is a flip, straight from 
the adenoids, toity-toid stylist. For 
air purposes it has possibilities, but 
in the meantime his trainers and 
seconds around the network will 
not only have to fix him up with 
a little more mirth provoking mate- 
rial but to show him how to pour 
it into a mike so that what he 
has to say will be intelligible on 
the loudspeaker end. 


His debut routine was neither 
There's also 
the matter of rectifying him on the 
pacing of his gags so that the 
punch lines won’t be muffed. White 
would also be helped if the an- 
nouncer didn’t follow the comic’s 
exit with that forced ha-ha and re- 
assurance of the fellow's irresisti- 
bility. Straighting for him was Bill 
Melia of Old Gold antecedents. 
Combination is oke from the angle 
of voice contrast. 

Program as a whole is snappily 
paced and dishes out a nicely 
cooked and hot assortment of vocal 
and orchestral harmony. Mildred 
Bailey sticks to her forte, a Dixie 
repertoire, and the Do Re Mi girl 
trio and the Eton Boys do well 
by themselves and all concerned in 
the mixed harmony passages. Ar- 
restingly instrumented pop tunes 
by a studio combo under Freddy 
Rich round out the tuneful portion 
of this half-hour contribution. Odec. 


RUDYARD KIPLING and G. K. 
CHESTERTON 

Talks 

Overseas Broadcast 

WGY, Schenectady 


Feature of this half-hour morning 
broadcast from London, at a recep- 
tion by the Royal Society of Litera- 
ture to visiting members of the 
Canadian Authors’ Association, was 
the first appearance of .Rudyard 
Kipling before the microphone. Fol- 
lowing a smooth, though too long, 
introduction by the Marquis of 
Crewe, president of the Society, 
Kipling spoke for five or six min- 
utes. He was followed by Gilbert 
K. Chesterton, who held the floor 
for 15 minutes and really carried 
off talking honors. 

In his mike debut, Kipling showed 
himself the possessor of a clear, 
pleasing speaking voice, a precise 
manner of delivery, and an accent 
less English than that of the other 
speakers. His talk for the most part 
lacked the light after-dinner touch, 
but was a well-phrased tribute to 
Canada (a country with which he 
is familiar), and Canadian authors. 
It also extolled, as is usual with 
Kipling, the virtues of England and 
the British Empire. 

Chesterton, a leisurely speaker, 
with a decided English accent and 
the voice of a big man (he did not 
sound high-pitched, a point which 
interviewers usually stress), had 
his audience laughing and exclaim- 
ing, ‘hear, hear,’ with characteristic 
gibes at the keyhole tactics of 
American reporters, at prohibition, 
ete. 

Broadcast unusually clear. 

Jaco. 


‘SILVERBELL’ 
With SYLVIA MILLER, MADE- 

LINE, HARDY and ELMO RUSS 
Songs, Organ, Piano 
Sustaining 
WMCA, New York 

One of the finer vocal interludes 
originating from an indie outlet in 
the New York area. Central attrac- 
tion is Sylvia Miller, who's billed as 
‘The Silver Bell of Radio.’ Billing is 
none too flattering, and if anything 
tends to cheapen a program of ex- 
ceptional quality. 

Hers is a lyrical soprano, full 
toned in its melodic range, lithe and 
smooth in its transitions of the scale. 
Altogether a welcome item for the 
loudspeaker ear that leans toward 
the semi-classics and the better of 
the operetta scores. 

Miss Miller culls widely for her 
repertoire. She fashions from her 
American, English, Italian and Ger- 
man excerpts a neat package of mel- 
ody. Everything is well within her 
limits and all interpreted with a 
voice happily attuned to the me- 
dium. Accompaniment combination 
of organ and piano smartly fits in 
here. 

Madeline Hardy 
while Elmo Russ has the 
assignment. 


is the pianist, 
console 
dec. 








Renewals 


Colgate Palmolive Peet Co. 
(Supersuds). Effective Aug. 1 
extends its five times weekly 
a.m. spot on NBC for another 
year. Clara, Lu ’n’ Em the 
attraction. Links up 33 sta- 
tions. 

Gold Dust Corp. (Silver 
Dust). Renews for the Goldy 
and Dusty act on 11 stations 
over CBS five mornings a 
week, starting July 11. 

P. Lorrillard Co. (Old Gold). 
Second 26-week stretch calls 
for 79 CBS stations, starting 
Aug. 9. 














SKIP, STEP and LENA 
Talk and Songs 
Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 

Two men and a woman recently 
heard on 15-minute morning or 
noon-time programs, in which the- 
atre appearances are plugged. Hour 
at which they face the mike varies 
from day to day, though time of 
next broadcast is announced. Turn 
is a novelty for :. WGY local in that 
it features Yid comedy by a woman. 
Also airs double and trio harmony, 
and piano duo by the men. Act 
formerly worked over WLW, Cin- 
cinnati. 

Lena’s Jewish chatter takes up 
much of the 15-minute period—too 
much, at times. Her dialect is 
okay, but material is neither par- 
ticularly fresh nor original; some 
of it, in fact, sounds home-made. 
Boys try to ease the punning, etc., 
by joshing and laughing, the latter 
being overdone. However, a.m. 
comedy on the ether waves being 
rare, that offered here probably will 
hold listeners. 

The singing and piano playing, in 
the pop vein, is good; more time 
should be given to this, particularly 
to duoing on the ivories. Men have 
pleasing speaking voices, too; the 
chap who handles many of the feed 
lines is a very smooth talker. Trio 
work with verve and assurance, 
though their mike technique is not 
perfect. Too close to the amplifier 
occasionally, and when all speak at 
once, as they sometimes do, there 
is a confusing noise. 

Theatres dates strongly plugged. 

Jaco. 





DICK HIMBER Orchestra 
Sustaining 
WEAF, New York 


Dick Himber like Meyer Davis, 
Mike Markel, Nick Orlando and 
kindred type of class dance-music 
purveyors enjoys some_ standing 
among the socialities through book- 
ings at deb parties and the like. 
He’s not too well known—yet!— 
outside of that but with his unusual 
style of terp music via NBC outlet 
there’s no reason for Himber not 
building a rep for himself in short 
order. 

He holds forth at the Essex 
House. Ideal for that type of smart 
hostelry, particularly during those 
dinner sessions when he switches 
from dance to concert and back to 
dance music. It’s an unusual idea 
for a straight dance band but a 
smart stunt considering the time 
of the evening. He has a worthy 
commercial warbler for the pop 
lyrics in Joey Nash as well. 

But essentially it’s a different 
sort of combination which already 
has been commanding more than 
average attention. Abel. 


Kid Show 

Scott’s Emulsion makes its air de- 
but Oct. 19 with a script show 
framed for kid appeal. 

Program will be based on stories 
of circus life authored by Courtney 
Riley Cooper and get a 15-minute 
release on two successive evenings 
over an NBC-WJZ link of 13 sta- 
tions. 

N. W. Ayer did the negotiating. 








Anzac Bankers 


(Continued from page 31) 


erally died away without hurt to 
anybody. Now. however, it does 
look as though the preference stock- 
holders mean business. 

Stanley Crick, m. d. of Fox here, 
is also a director of General The- 
atres. During the recent film fight, 
Fox pictures went into the G.T. 
houses and saved many from clos- 
ing because of film shortage. Other 
distributors were sore at Fox for 
not helping in the battle against 
G.T., but the Fox interests with the 
Hoyt group prevented any such 
move, 

Charles Munro has always en- 
deavored to protect the stockhold- 
ers in his organization and has 
fought many a hard battle in their 
interests. Perhaps the stockholders 
will realize this fact and be content 
to let matters rest as they are. On 
the other hand, Fox may be very 
glad of the opportunity to rid itself 
of the Australian chain to the Bal- 
lieu people. : 





rectly. 


mistakes at times. 


years ago. 


| 


Radio’s Mispronouncers 
By Pierre de Rohan 





they gave him a medal. 
otherwise excellent announcer. 


pronunciation autoMObile, urr. 


many weaknesses, too. 
porarily’ and ‘Adonis’. 


sionally. 
‘banana’, 
so it stays in the act. 


among the leaders of jazz bands. 


clowning. 


Back to pronunciation. 


tion as an ortheopist. 


tricities. 


without a fumble. 


words mispronounced: 


aggrandize. 


waiters alike. 


erasure 
grimace 
Sadism 


McNamee’s 


That glib sunset-describer of the NBC chains, Graham McNamee, has 
Among these are ‘rebound’, ‘nonchalant’, ‘tem. 


Below is another list of stickers. 
from several of the above indictments for the reason that they are almost 
never pronounced correctly in New York. This goes for broadcasters, 
professors, editors, lawyers, judges, actors, clergymen and coffee-pot 
Check your pronunciation with that of Webster's New 
International Dictionary, the standard guide. If you get one right out of 
the eight your percentage is above the Manhattan average. 

Babel 


bestial 

Today's fault-finding deals only with radio, which in many respects is 
a mild offender compared with the screen, 

Meanwhile, if you want a real belly laugh, see ‘The Silver Cord’ and 
listen to the pseudo-Oxford elocution of Laura Hope Crews. 
affected style throughout may have been ordered by the director, but im 
any event, until you have heard ‘research’ and ‘suitor’ as Miss Crews 
speaks them in this picture, you still have something to live for. 


(Continued from page 1) 


that almost every word of it will be mispronounced. ‘This is my real com 
plaint against the big noises of the air wave. 

An outstanding example, five times nightly—no more, no less—for six 
months, David Ross spoke the word ‘automobile’ on a cigar program, 
And five times nightly—no more, no less—he mispronounced it. 


Then 


This is only one of many common words thaf invariably trip this 
I recall particularly, ‘err’ and ‘abject’, 
But don’t laugh at him too quickly; 
Abject. 


you may be wrong too. Correct 


Muffs 


Lowell Thomas, more careful than most, nevertheless trips up occa- 
I've heard him stumble over ‘Mahatma’, ‘harass’, ‘Bengal’ and 


Dr. Alfred E. Smith's ‘raddio’ is an international joke but Al is shrewd 
enough showman to know that this mumpsimus is excellent publicity, 


Even a man with tin ears ought to know that there are no maestri 
But Ben Bernie began calling himself 
‘The Old Maestro’ as a gag and now this ambitious title is booted about 
by every broken-down G-string annoyer and short-winded horn tooter 
on the air, few of them having the sense of humor to appreciate Bernie's 
And all of them, Bernie included, mispronounce the word, 
Toscanini can pronounce ‘maestro’ with one hand tied behind his back, 
but kapellmeister is good enough for him. 


Telling Tony 


For weeks on end Tony Wons drowsily introduced the leader of that 
cigaret program orchestra, but he never once pronounced ‘Jacques’ core 
It should be ‘zhak’, ‘a’ as in ‘arm’, 
Ted Husing’s worst fault is, of course, catachresis (misuse of words), 
but his pronunciation is pretty rough in spots, too. 
ones for him are ‘banal’, ‘extent’, ‘hangar’, ‘momentarily’, ‘apex’, ‘im- 
broglio’ and ‘Knute.’ 
Husing exhibits what any psychoanalyst probably would diagnose as a 
peculiar defense mechanism in his announcing. Apparently having been 
denied any very extensive educational advantages, he subconsciously en- 
deavors to prove with every spoken sentence that he has overcome this 
handicap and acquired a big vocabulary. 
use of polysylabic words, a practice which leads him to make some funny 
The climax of all his grandiloquous otitbursts came 
over the air from the National Open Golf Tournament at Toledo two 
A number of us who find his fustian amusing were thrown 
into convulsion by this remark about Billie Burke, which one of those 
present transcribed stenographically and later typed in multiplicate so 
that each of us might treasure a copy down through the ages. 
the little gem: 
‘His morale, from the standpoint of internal exuberation, 
is the most exotic thing I ever saw.’ 
Globe Trotter All Wrong 
Among the most frequent offenders I havé 
heard on the air is the Globe Trotter, who paradoxically is the stay-at- 
home radio correspondent of Hearsts Uhmurricun. 
wrong too, too often, and when he broadcasts the itinerary of a world- 
flight, even the angels must weep. 
stumbljing-blocks but his defections are by no means confined to these, 
I remember hearing him muff ‘alien’, ‘interne’, ‘hashish’, ‘heroin’, ‘swas- 
tika’, ‘Berlin’, ‘pogrom’ and ‘Cleveland’, 
This inability to cope with the spoken language (though their choice 
of words is the best on the air) seems to affect most of the newspaper 
men facing the mike, perhaps because all their training has been cone 
cerned with expression through print. 
and H. V. Kaltenborn are others who experience this difficulty. 
Columnists ‘ 
Strangely enough, Walter Winchell’s pronunciation is better than that 
of many of the more erudite chatterers—much better, in my opinion, than, 
for example, that of Frank H. Vizetelly, the big word and meaning man, 
who during the one broadcast I heard, did nothing to establish a reputa- 
But of course he works for a corporation that 
spells ‘dropped’ with a ‘t’ and publishes a dictionary noted for its eccen- 


Among the tough 


This he does by the incessant 


Here is 


This young man goes 


Geographical names are his worst 


Floyd Gibbons, Edwin C. Hill 


I do remember, however, that Winchell never gets past ‘chauffeur’ 


Bide Dudley brings the twang of Kansas wheat fields to WMCA, and 
it plays havoc with such words as ‘genuine’, ‘Avon’ and ‘romance’, ; 

A. L. Alexander, of the same station, wobbles when he comes to ‘ban- 
quet’, ‘garage’, ‘moron’, ‘operative’, etc. 
first one; correctly, it is BANGkwit. 

These are not the only offenders. I have frequently heard the following 


Many others trip up on that 


Data, exquisite, gape, equipage, chaperon, absurd, paprika, conversant, 
exit, contemplative, gasoline, quarantine, fulsome, address, grievous, 


I have deliberately omitted these 


ampere 
paresis 
castanet 


Her inang® 


—— 





Plugging Seriously 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Warner Brothers is doubling its 
stage acts at the Hollywood, on the 
Warner station, KFWB, during the 
current four week re-engagement of 
Teddy Joyce, as m. ec. 

Joyce also m. c.’s the brief after- 
noon air show which is on mainly 
as a plug for the current week’s 





stage show and picture at the War- 
ner house. ’ cok ae 





King’s Beer Line Up 


Though set to start Aug. 31 with & 
single half-hour spot; King’s Beer 
has arranged to double the number 
of broadcasts on WABC, CBS key 
the first week in October. 





Both 30-minute niches will be filled 
by the same talent setup, consisting 
of Patsy Flick, Charles Carlisle 
Helen Daniels, Round-the-Towners 

under 


quartet’ and a dance combo 
Freddy Berrens. 
Lew Cooper will produce 


a 


— 
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Time Distributed Sans Holdouts 


Royalty disbursement of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers for the sec- 
ond quarter of 1933 gave the writers 
a 10% increase and the publishers 
a 5% boost over the previous quar- 
ter. Heavy crop of reopened the- 
atres, the springing’ up of beer gar- 
dens and the payment by broadcast- 
ing of its commercial ‘taxes for the 
first quarter combined to make the 
gociety’s income for May, June and 
July the biggest three-month total 
in over a year. 

Class A writers who the previous 
quarter were allotted around $1,125 
collected for the second 1933 quarter 
around $1,250. Publishers rating 
‘A, who, from the first quarter 
garnered around $7,500 this time 
came in for an approximate $500 
boost. Total here in either instance 
is about equal to what was collected 
for the first half year in 1932. 

No Holding Out 

All moneys taken in by ASCAP, 
after overhead deductions. were 
made, were distributed immedi- 
ately this time. For the previous 
quarter the society’s board of di- 
rectors ordered the full net collec- 
tions of $425,000 distributed, but E. 
Cc. Mills later decided to put aside 
$150,000 for contingent purposes. 
After checks according to the $275,- 
000 split-up had been distributed, 
the board of directors called a spe- 
cial meeting and instructed Mills to 
put the $150,000 forthwith into. cir- 
culation among the writers and 
publishers. 


LOCAL UNION’S TERMS 
COST BAND ITS JOB 


Cleveland, July 17. 

Misunderstandings between = sta- 
tion WTAM and musicians’ local 
over their new wage contract blew 
up when station dropped Stubby 
Gordon’s band for a new NBC. com- 
mercial rather than to pay double 
cost demanded by union. 

Under new contract WTAM has 
agreed to spend $45,000 in engaging 
local orchestras -during next year, 
after union had staged a two-month 
lock-out against all Cleveland sta- 
tions trying to come to terms. 

Station worked out basis of 
spending 6% of $45,000 per month 
for music during the summer, hik- 
ing it to 10% during the winter 
months. When it was found that a 
special NBC order for six morning 
broadcasts per week by Stubby Gor- 
don raised the monthly July budget 
over 6%, station planned to make 
up the difference by digging into 
August appropriation until - union 
Officials let out a squawk. 

Local Blocked Deal 

Otto Kapl, head of the musicians’ 
local, stopped deal with the conten- 
tion that any additional music ex- 
penses by the station must be added 
to.its total "budget. Also refused to 
allow WTAM to draw on _ next 
month’s appropriations, even though 
it would be balanced up in end. 

Rather than concede to union’s 
demands, W. W. Smith, WTAM 
manager, decided to keep within 
July budget by dropping Gordon's 
local band and drawing on an or- 
Orchestra broadcast out of New 
York. 

WGAR also battling with union 
om wage contracts but unable to 
compromise yet. Station only one 
in town still without a staff orches- 
tra, although WTAM and WHK re- 
newed theirs under independent 
contracts with union. WGAR of- 
fering to take its staff band back 
at last year’s terms, but musicians 
are taking advantage of situation 
by asking for an increase in rates. 


Victor’s 1 Wk. Vacash 


RCA Victor yesterday (17) shut 
down every phase of its recording 
business for a week Instead of 
staggering the personnel’s vacations 
through the summer it was decided 
t. cut down to one week for every- 
body and make it effective all at 
one time by ceasing operations that 


One week. 

Closing takes in its pressing plant 
in Camden, all recording studios and 
sales and clerical staffs in both 
home and branch offices Action is 
Without precedent in the history 


of the company. 
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BANDS IN HIGH 


Thinks Fall Will Be Harvest Time 
for Them 


Boom in cafe and hotel business 
in New York, Chi and all the other 
major key cities is anticipated to be 
terrific this fall. At least that’s what 
the name bands and the talent 
bookers think and they’re not has- 
tening to consummate any booking 
deals for the fall right now. It is 
generally expected that by mid- 
August everybody will be in better 
position for better contracts. 

Talent agents aver that the hotels 
and cafes, particularly the estab- 
lished chained hostel!lries, seem to 
sense that already, as they’re all 
scurrying right now to close book- 
ing deals for name orchestras and 
the like. But the bands are stall- 
ing. 

If the employing managements 
don’t realize it, the bands say they 
will soon enough that beer and pos- 
sible repeal will carry nite life to 
a new high. 


BEER GARDENS 
HELP SPURT IN 
DISK SALES 


Large percentage of beer gardens 
have resorted to the automatic 
changing phonograph for their mu- 
sic with the result that this has had 
a stimulating effect on the sale of 
the cheaper record in a big way. 
Pickup in industrial action in cer- 
tain section of the country such as 
New England has also reflected it- 
self here. 

RCA Victor’s turnover of its Blue 
Bird brand of stenciling at 25c., 
showed in June a 400% boost over 
the April sales and a 225% increase 
over May. With only six of these 
lower priced imprints released to 
date, the distribution for the first 11 
days in July was almost equal to 
that for the entire month of June. 

In addition to trying to market 
through every indie music store in 
the country, Victor has effected out- 
let arrangements with the chains 
which allows the latter to retail the 
cheaper record at 20c. but without 


the Blubird label. Company last 
week shipped 30,000 copies to the 
Montgomery Wara & Co. string 
alone. 


Pop Priced Cincy Symph 
Concerts in Loew House 


Columbus, July 17. 

Loew’s Ohio theatre tried out 
something new Sunday when it was 
the scene of the first symphonic 
concert held in the city to be played 
by local musicians, Concert was 
given in theatre at regular admés- 
sion charge. With the regular show 
thrown in, from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 
Abram Ruvinsky conducted the 32- 
piece orchestra. 

Concert is to be regular Sunday 
feature for 13 weeks and is broad- 
east from the theatre by WAITIU, 
and sponsored by the gas company, 
which makes it an outside ad and 
commercial tieup for house, some- 
thing plenty new. Gas company 
foots all expenses. 

First concert of series played be- 
fore fair house and got hearty ap- 


plause, though orchestra was new 
and somewhat rusty in spots, with 
broadcast music none too forte. 


Can improve easily and should 
Musicians playing these concerts 


at a new low scale fixed by the 
union here, with -no pay for the 
three rehearsals per week 





Sheet Sales Up 


Sheet music upped a bit last 
week with indie jobbers report- 
ing that it almost equalled the 
turnover of the parallel] week 
the year before. At the Music 
Dealers’ Service, Inc., it was 
the biggest stanza since the 
second week in May. Call on 
numbers from screen musicals 
is held responsible for pepping 
up the general list. 

Six best sellers for the week 
ending July 14 as reported by 
jobbers and syndicates in the 


east are: 

1. ‘Valley of the Moon’. 
(Morris). 

2. ‘Sweetheart Darling’ 
(Robbins). 


3. Stormy Weather’ (Mills). 


4. ‘isn’t It Heavenly?’ 
(Harms). 

5. ‘Hiawatha’s Lullaby’ (Don- 
aldson). 


6. ‘Lazy Bones’ (Southern). 


ONCE TRAVELING BAND, 
ALWAYS, AFTER AUG. 1 


[effective Aug. 1, next, the new 
A. F. M. ruling goes into effect that 
once a traveling band always a 
traveling band. This means that 
any orchestra coming into New 
York or Chicago or L. A. and resid- 
ing there six months caanot be- 
come a member of the local union 
because it suits its convenience. 


Whatever the musicians’ local the 
band now belongs to, that’s the home 
grounds, and everything else out- 
side of that is under the category 
of a traveling combo. 

In this wise the AFM is assured 
of its mandatory 2% surcharge on 
all traveling orchestras. 


Traveling bands are supposed to 
collect 30% above the local scale 
on all engagements. The question 
of scale is being more or less 
winked at right now, on the theory 
that with generally improved con- 
ditions that will automatically ad- 
just itself. It’s conceded that with 
conditions what they have been, 
scales, etc., had to be compromised 
along with other salary cuts in all 
types of employment. 


Indie Pub’s Indie Jobbing 


Southern Music Co. has elected 
to do its distributing of the ‘Lazy 
Bones’ number through indie job- 
bers. 

Approach made by Music Dealers’ 
Service, Inc., last week with a 
proposition to act as_ exclusive 
agent. RCA Victor’s music pub- 
lishing subsid turned down the 
proffer. 














Ellington’s U. S. Plans 


On his return from Europe Aug. 
15 Duke Ellington will go on a 
tour of one nighters through New 
England and Pennsylvania. While 
on the latter phase of this route 
the unit will swing into Castle 
Farms, Cincy, for a week’s stay. 

Ellington’s return to the Cotton 
Club isn’t being figured on wntil the 
end of September at the earliest. 


+ 





TED LEWIS ON SINGLES 


Sticks Dance Hour—Whiteman’s 
Nightly Guarantee $1,250-$1,500 


Like Paul Whiteman, Ted Lewis 
is slated for a one-niter dance tour 
later this summer via Martin Wag- 
agency. Lewis 
Chi, after 
roadhouse) 


ner of the Morris 
goes into the Oriental, 
his current Dells (Chi 
engagement, and then on the hoof- 
ing singles. 

Whiteman must do ditto until 
about Sept. 15 owing to his 13-week 
commercial contract for the Kraft- 
Phenix account on NBC, Whiteman 
has been getting $1,250 and $1,500 
nightly guarantees, via the Morris 
office, and doing well on the draw. 
At Hershey, Pa. he played June 28 
at $1,250 and exceeded the guaran- 
tee, hence he’s due for a return Aug. 
5 at a tilt to $1,500 for the night. 


ANZAC JAM ON 
MUSIC TO BE 
ADJUSTED 








Before sending Edward Murphy 
to Australia to straighten out the 
jam existing between the American 
picture distribs in the Antipodes 
and the Australian Performing 
Rights Society, the Music Publish- 
ers Protective Association is ques- 
tionnairing its membership for 
info on the contract relations ex- 
isting between the publishers here 
and their Australian agents. In a 
letter accompanying the question- 
naire which was mailed’ out last 
week, John G. Paine stated that he 
figured that there was between 
$30,000 and $50,000 involved in the 
Australian controversy. 

Questionnaire asks the publish- 
ers to tell whether the terms of 
their agreements with Australian 
music men involve synchronization 
rights and if so what these pro- 
visions are and how much money 
their Australian agents on _ this 
score owe them or they owe their 
Australian agents. Other info 
sought is whether the local pub- 
lishers made any assignment of the 
Australian copyrights to their An- 
tipodes reps. 

Decision to dispatch some one to 
Australia followed the demand 
from American producers’ that 
something be done at once to re- 
lieve the Anzac situation. On the 
complaint of the Australian Per- 
forming Rights Society the govern- 
ment there was refusing to release 
American sound product. Plaint 
of the Australian music men was 
to the effect that American pub- 
lishers have as a whole neglected 
to pay them their share of the 
Australian synchronizing money. 








Music sales these days say 200,000 
copies is a big hit and 100,000 copies 
a fair hit. It 
of the Moon’ and 
Weather,’ two contrasting current 
song hits. ‘Stormy’ (Jack Mills) is 
regarded as the greatest song in th« 
last 10 years and would have gon¢ 
1,000,000 copies five years ago. 


is exemplified by 


‘Valley ‘Stormy 





TEX GUINAN SHAKING EXPO | 

Chicago, July 17 | 
Texas Guinan and het 
leave the Pirate Ship at the World's | 


gang will 


Fair at the end of this week, accord 
ing to pre 
been dis atisfied with her sp! 

can do better in the 


sent indications 
has 
and figure sb 
atres 


Publix-Gvreat will probably 


States 





place her for some dates | 


|] for 
| touched 200,000 copies. 


ago a song that remained on top 
for three months was good for 
2,000,000 copies. 

Nowadays if a song sells 1,100 
opies a day at the Music Dealers’ 


‘Valley’ (Joe Morris) has been No. 
three months and hag just 
‘Stormy’ is 
at the 180,000 copy mark. Five years 


Service, that’s sensational. An &00 


2 Big Song Hits at 200,000 


‘Valley’ and ‘Stormy’ Tell Story of Pop 


Song Selling Now 
— « 





Selvin Will Spot Chicago 
Recording Head for Col. 


Chicago, July 17. 

Selvin, Columbia phonograph 
man, will be in Chicago 
Columbia's radio dise de- 
meanwhile is without a 
boss following Bert Crane’s depar- 
ture from that berth. 

Selvin is expected to place a sue- 


sen 
head 
shortly 
partment 


cessor, 


Giving Jarrett a Ditty 


City, July 17, 
Haro!d Adam 
Metro con 
first jol will be 

Ait Jarrett to | 
Lady | 


Culver 

BRurton Lane and 
son have been viven a 
tract Their 
couple of tunes for 
sing in ‘Dancing 
Lane at 


one time was 





copy sale daily is very big for any 
sone and then it’s limited in its 
longevity 


piano players 


Jarrett’s | Vi 
J formerty Powell 


Max Dreyfus’ Active Return to 
Songs with T. B. Harms Co. Expansion 


Expansion of T. B. Harms Co., as 
distinguished from Harms, Inc., will 
mark the active comeback of Max 
Dreyfus in the music publishing 
business. Right along, ever since 
the Warner Bros. buy-up of the 
Harms’ group of publishers, along 
with Remick’s and Witmark, Drey- 
fus has been contractually only in 
an advisory capacity. 

T. B. Harms is the firm which 
publishes Jerome: Kern's scores. Ac- 
quisition of outside numbers for 
publication, with a professional staff 
added under Larry Spier, and with 
Dreyfus as general manager of all, 
it will bring that veteran music man 
back into the publishing field ac- 
tively. 

Harms, Inc., will continue under 
the general management of Henry 
M. Spitzer, who is likewise contem- 
plating a similar expansion program 
for still another affiliate, Chappell- 
Harms. That’s more or less of a 
standard publishing firm, but its ex- 
pansion as a professional house is 
likewise on the tapis. 


Building Up 


All are still continuing under the 
Warner Bros. subsidization along 
with the others. It parallels the 
present idea of trying to build up 
the Remick catalog, which was the 
reason WB turned over the ‘Gold 
Diggers’ songs to Remick, while 
Witmarks was the pet WB song out- 
let. 


The new realignment dovetaiis 
with the expiration of an exclusive 
contract Aug. 25, next, whereby 
Paramount Pictures is obligated to 
give all its Par film songs to the 
Famous Music Co. Famous is a 50- 
50 subsid of Par and WB. The co- 
partnership will continue and Fa- 
mous may yet get Par picture songs, 
but the expressed exclusiveness ex- 
pires on the date mentioned. 

Lou Diamord of the Par home- 
office handling the song end wants 
to toy with the idea of free-lancing 
the publication rights on a competi- 
tive bid. If the outside publication 
offers aren’t attractive enough Fa- 
mous will get the publishing rights 
since Par shares 50% thereon. 

With the new Famous set-up, Abe 
Frankl will be the sole prof man- 
ager and Spier shifts over to T. B. 
Harms as prof manager. Will Rock- 
well is the regular professional head 
of Harms, Inc. 


AFM WOULD SPLIT 307 
SURCHARGE 3 WAYS 


Before the American Federation 
of Musicians’ executive board for 
consideration is a proposal requir- 
ing traveling organizations to split 
with the international and local 
unions two-thirds of the 30% above 
local scale collected by such bands. 
Booking agents declare that 
adoption of this proposal will put 
a serious crimp in the traveling end 
of the business, with those ad- 
versely affected being, naturally, the 
class B and lower aggregations 
whose salaries barely manage to 
come within the 30% plus call, 

Plan now being mulled over by 
the international union would allet 
10% of this 30% to its own treas- 
ury and anotLer 10% to the local 
union within whose jurisdiction the 
traveling unit is filling the engage- 
ment. This would leave but 10% 
for the band’s traveling and other 
added expenses. 

Sequestration of the 20% 
apply to out-of-town bands only 
until their engagement in a par- 
ticular spot has extended beyond a 
single week. If the date is only for 
one week the unit collects for it- 
self the full 30%. 


would 


Under the present arrangement, 
the 30% above local scale obtained 


by the visiting attraction is turned 
over on each payday to the national 
treasury and after the band has 
departed from the spot the full 
money is reimbursed it. 

Matter of imposing the two-third 
split-up was brought up at the 
AFM’'s recent convention in Chicaro 
and it wi finally decided to leave 

t< tine discretion of the 


its f 


1 " 
mnteinatior 1 board, 
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L. A. Union Launches Heavy Fine 
Drive on Scale Cutting Talent 





Los Angeles, July 17. 

In a sweeping drive against scale- 
cutting, board of directors of Musi- 
cians’ local 47 has fined 34 orches- 
tra men and women a total of $2,- 
000 for playing below scale in six 
different spots. 

Chief offender was the Palace 
ballroom, Ocean Park, with two 
bands dipping into hot water be- 
cause of accepting less than the 
$58 weekly wage. Nick Pontrelli 
was assessed $200, and tne eight 
members of his band were fined $25 
apiece, while 10 players in Doc 
Ross’ combo, which followed Pon- 
i-elli, were given $10 fines each. 
Jack McPhee, who was the con- 
tractor on the job, drew uw $50 nick. 

Local also went after the cafeteria 
situation, with two men admitting 
their guilt. Harry Lewis, who con- 
fesssd that he played with non- 
union men at Boo. Bros.’, eatery, 
got a $50 fine. Gilbert Jaffy, lcader 
at Leighton's, admitted paying men 
under scale and was fined $500 and 
prohibited from contracting at 
Leighton’s in the future. 

Fines 

Audrey King and Florence Morri- 
son, who appeared tv answer 
charges of having played for less 
than scale with Ken Becker, an; 
expelled member, were assessed $25 
each, while eight other members of 
the band who failed to show but 
sent in their resignations, were 
fined $50 apiece. The resignations 
were not accepted. 

Three musicians who were 
«arsed with playing with a non- 
union orchestra at the Mirror for 
less than scale failed to appear be- 
fore the trial board, and were as- 
sessed the following fines: Carl 
Clocasure, $100; George Withnell, | 
$250; and Bernard Delguerra, $100. | 

Charges were preferred against 
Art Crippen of soliciting engage- 
ments at the Deauville club and 
the Hollywood Knickerbocker, while 
bands were playing in both spots. 
At the latter, Reginald Marshall 
charged that Crippen succeeded in 
having Marshall combo replaced by 
Don Cave and his band. 


ALBERTI FLEES 
FROM BERLIN 


Henry M. Spitzer, general man- 
ager of Harms, just back from five: 
weeks in London and Paris on & 
combined vacation and some con- 
tacting of foreign music publishing. 
sources, found signs that the new 
capital of Continental music pub-. 
lishing will be wholly in Paris. 
This will embrace not only the 
Latin territorial rights which have 
always been operated out of Paris, 
but the mid-Europa sector, for- 
merly under Berlin operation. 

The influx of refugee German 
music men into Paris is still a mat- 
ter of diplomatic concord for, despite 
the nationalistic French sympathy 
for the Nazi victims who have fled 
Germany, it is apparent that absorp- 
tion of a foreign element must be 
judiciously limited. Teutonic terri- 
tory publishers think that a world 
capital such as Paris is best suited 
to service the mid-Europa territory 
rather than from Prague, Amster- 
dam or Belgium which have been 
the proposed alternates. 

Alberti, the big Berlin music pub- 
lisher, is a refugee in Switzerland. 
Fritz Wreede representing some of 
Harms’ activities in Germany, met 
Spitzer in Paris as the American 
music man wouldn't travel into Hit- 
lerland, 


A New Musical Thrill 
Dick Messner and His Lon- 
don Terrace Orchestra 
Playing at Pierre's in Lon- 
don Terrace and broadcast- 
ing via NBC. Watch them 
arrive among the season's 
favorites, because they're 

featuring: 

“SWEETHEART DARLIN’” 
“LOVE SONGS OF THE NILE” 
“LET'S MAKE UP” 
“HOLD YOUR MAN” 
“MARCHING ALONG 
TOGETHER” 

“HOLD ME” 


ROBBINS 


MUSIC CORPORATION 
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Co-op Dances 





Minneapolis, July 17. 

Members of the local musicians’ 
union will give a series of open air 
night concerts at Nicollet baseball 
park to be followed by dancing on} 
a specially constructed dance floor 
in the open, 

There'll be 35 musicians for the 
concerts under the direction of’ 
Henry C. Woempner, and a 14-piece 
dance orchestra will be conducted) 
by Wesley Barlow. Admission 1l5c; 
enterprise co-op, . 


LONDONS MOVE 
TO HOLD BAND 
MONEY DOWN 


London, July 7. 
The failure to renew the contract | 
for Ambrose’s band at the Mayfair 
is the first step toward a reduction | 
in the salaries paid for dance bands 
in London. It is understood the big 
hotels and cabarets have a private 
‘gentlemen's agreement’ not to tilt 
prices. 
At present the cost of the average - 
band and cabaret for a hotel or 
restaurant is in the neighborhood of 
$2,000 to $2,500 a week. The bands 
draw down anywhere from $1,000 to 
$1,500. They have an additional in- 
come from the music publishers and 
occasionally they double in vaude- 
ville or picture houses. The bands 
get a nominal fee from the British 
Broadcasting Co., in which the 
hotels do not participate as a rule. 
The B. B. C. is now endeavoring 
to get the bands to broadcast from 
their own station, where they wilt 
have to submit their programs, and 
the B. B. C. officials would then be 
able to control the plugging of num- 
bers. The difficulty of this, how- 
ever, is that during broadcasting 
time for bands in the evening they 
are employed at the hotels and cab- 
arets and it would be impossible for 
them to leave during these hours. 
It is understood the music pub-_ 
lishers are once more endeavoring 
to get together to check payments 
for pushing popular numbera 


Jack Sprigg M’cing, S.F. 


San Francisco, July 1T. 

Jack Sprigg in as m.c. and leader 
at El Capitan for Fox-West Coast, 
succeeding Eddie Peabody, who did 
three weeks to inaugurate return 
of stage shows to that naborhood 
house. 

Sprigge was at the Orpheum here 
three years ago, going to Cincin- 
nati for RKO. 


EBONY CLUB, L. A. 


Los Angeles, July 10. 

Los Angeles has never been a 
good stand for sepia night spots. 
Mixed crowds were something to be 
frowned on. Locals are less toler- 
ant than in most northern cities. 
Earl Dancer, colored stager from 
New York, took a chance with his 
own money, however, transformed 
the dining room in a local negro 
hotel into a night club. 














town in his floor show, he has been 
doing capacity business for the past 
two months, drawing most of his 
trade from Hollywood. Play is a 
late mob, landing at the Ebony well 
after midnight following the clos- 
ing of the other hot-cha places. 

Floor show is oke for L. A., but 
nothing to rave over by people who 
have seen other entertainment of 
this type. Room seats about 450. 
There's a $1.50 minimum. Other 
than that, the tap is light. 

Dancer m.c.’s the show consisting 
of Rutledge and Taylor, tappers, 
long coast favorites, Lads are good 


lookers and mean dancers. With 
|} Classy wardrobes, they are build- 
ups for any floor show. Alma 


Travers, blues singer, another fav, 


handles the low-down numbers. 
Eddie Anderson, a_ slow-footed 
comic, takes care of the comedy 


dance routines. 
and Cliff Richie, singing duo, do the 
sweet stuff. Eight high yellows are 
in the line, all lookers. Dancer keeps 
them in a swell state of undress. 
Band of 12 men are typical col- 
ored musicians, indulging freely in 


(Continued on page 74) 





Gab Disks Coming Back? 


Sales to date of the Burns and Al- 
len platter put out by Columbia 
Phonograph a couple of weeks ago 
indicates, according to that firm's 


officials, a strong possibility of the 
dialog record’s coming back. There 
hasn't been a big seller in this field 





which sold into the millions. 


Turpin Nitery Folds 
In Quick Order with 
Wage Troubles Next 


San Francisco, July 17. 

Ben Turpin’s Hollywood Jungle 
cafe took it on the button in short 
order, and went down for the count 
Sunday night (9). 

On Monday the employees went 
before the State Labor Commis- 
sion and asked for back salaries, 
including some $800 that was due 








work, 
Charles Eisenberg and a man 
spot which had Ben Turpin in as 
m.c, on a percentage. 

Spot started in haphazard fash- 


jion month ago with a $5 plate 
| opening night. Before the evening 


was over one or two bucks looked 
pretty good to the management. 
Had a big floor show and so many 
entertainers and waiters the cus- 
tomers were a bit hard to find. 
Jam over musicians’ salaries has 
caused Musicians’ Union to lay 
down an ultimatum that requires 
all new spots, unless posting a 
bond, to pay salaries every night 
until the spot has established itself 
as reliable pay. 





Silverland opened in East Green- 
bush, N. Y., with Paul Roth’s or- 
chestra. Royal Bermudian orches- 


since the Moran and Mack series 


Earl Sapiro’s band for nine days. 


named Rose were operators of the. 


Song Plusgers Now Must Write In for 
Appointments with NBC Air Acts 





Olsen-Shutta to Col 


Columbia Phonograph has sig- 
natured George Olsen and Ethel 
Shutta to a year’s exclusive con- 
tract. Both have already turned out 
one platter under the agreement. 
Olsen was last with Victor. 

Ben Selvin, general recording 
mer. for Columbia, leaves for Chi- 
cago this Saturday (22) to line up 
available band and radio talent. 
While on the spot Selvin will record 
the Charlie Agnew combo, currently 
playing at the Hotel Stevens, 


Union Cancels 
Benefit Symphs 
For Musicians 


Musicians Local 802 ruled last 
week that the weekly wage of $15 to 
$35 paid the men for the nightly 
symphonies at the Westchester 
County Recreation Center in White 
Plains, N. Y. was. insufficient even 
at summer rates and the concerts 
have been called off. Joe Weber 
had previously okayed, 

Board of atrectors of the New 
York union figured that the men on 
the White Plains assignment were 
worth at least from $35 to $60 a 
week, regardless of the fact that 
those running the concerts had 
promised to turn over all funds 
above expenses to the musicians. 
Heading the committee responsible 
for the symphony orchestra’s pro- 
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With all’ 
the pop colored entertainers in| 


Gloria Washington, 


motion was Mrs. Olin Downes, wife 
of the music critic of the New York 
‘Times.’ 

Mrs. Downs may work out some- 
thing with the Westchester local. 


‘Inside Stuff—Music 


E. F. Bitner’s resignation from the directorate of the ASCAP was 
prompted chiefly by pique to pride in view of the Feist executive having 
devoted so much of his time voluntarily to the interests of the society, 
as is known. Generally known also that Bitner has been one publisher 
executive who has consistently. opposed the perpetual board idea of the 
society which created the criticism against the society’s management at 
the annual meeting of the ASCAP last winter. 

Deeply hurt, Bitner offered to resign then and there, but was nay'’d 
down by the members, who wouldn't entertain his resignation. None the 
less he tendered it formally. It has been stalled in its acceptance all 
along with Bitner insisting upon it being accepted. 

It’s no secret that music executives such as Bitner, Saul Bornstein, 
Bobby Crawford among a limited number of others, have worked hard 
and arduously with E. C. Mills in formulating the plans of campaign for 
the society in its sundry operation, and while some of the radical writers’ 
attacks on the management were general, Bitner took it to heart and 
refused to continue at the helm, 

The proposition of a self-perpetuating board continuing in office indef, 
and only replaceable by death, never met with Bitner’s approval. 


tra at Hotel Willard, Lake George, 
N. Y. Huston Ray’s orchestra, from 
DeWitt Clinton hotel, Albany, now 
playing on the Lake George ‘Show 
Boat.’ 











Jack Hy!ton’s sponsoring of Duke Ellington's English and continental 
tour was the showmanly method which Irving Mills employed to get the 
American colored combo by the nationalistic foreign labor restrictions. 
It’s been a long time since an American band was booked abroad but 
Mills, of Mills-Rockwell, had tied in with Hylton on a previous European 
visit, and arranged for the English maestro to personally represent aft 
M-R attractions. 

In view of Hylton’s entrepreneurship this circumvented the nationalistic 
bugaboo, 

Ellington, after a big click in London and the provinces, has been 
booked further on the Continent. 





Unless an emergency comes up there won't be another meeting of the 
board of directors of the American Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers until the last Thursday in September, Layoff here is allowed 
for under the ASCAP by-laws. Last summer the wrestling with the 
broadcasting contract made the July-September stretch no different than 


any other period of the year for the board members but this season. 


there's nothing in the wind to disturb the society’s usual summer som- 
nolence, 





As writers, both Gene Buck and Raymond Hubbell are established in 
the permanent A classification of the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. Holding this rating now are 24 authors. As 
president of the society Buck draws $15,000 a year, a cut from his pre- 
vious $25,000, while Hubbell as his assistant is on the ASCAP payroll 
for $6,500 a year. Permanent A ranking figures a writer a minimum of 
$3,000 this year. 





Although the payoff isn’t due until Aug. 1, Shapiro, Bernstein has sent 
out a call to the writers on its list to come in this week for their royalty 
cheeks. Accountings involved figure up to July 1. All publishers issue 
their writer statements on the latter date and are, under the uniform 
standard pop authors contract, allowed a month to make payment ac- 
cordingly. 





RCA Victor is mulling over the idea of building up a special library of 
33's for the picture house trade. Platters would be confined to pop and 
operetta music and could be used either as chasers or accompaniment to 





silent trailers by exhibitors not using ‘a house organ or orchestra. 








From now on publishers‘ contact 
men cannot make calls on anybody 
in the NBC program department 
without previous appointment. And 
the appointments are to be arranged 
by mail. Al Short, recently placed 
in charge of the musical end of the 
network’s program department, put 
this system into effect last week. 

In a letter addressed to the vari- 
ous publishing houses Short stated 
that he was opposed to having the 
pluggers running in and out of his 
offices informally and that the pro- 
cedure henceforth was to write and 
make an appointment with him. 

John Royal recently let it be 
known that he had under considera- 
tion a rule barring the publishers’ 
reps entirely from the studios and 
ante-rooms. Publishers retort that 
this would be okay with them if the 
ban applied to everybody and the 
network played no favorites, Under 
this arrangement, they say, their 
men wouldn’t have to be hanging 
around the studios all night and be 
part of the plugger mob that rushes 
the artist as he emerged from the 
broadcast, Other way, aver the 
publishers, would have the perform- 
ers making individual appointments 
to meet the contact men either at 
their offices or at the artists’ homes. 


Hotel Chain’s Rotating 
2-Week Floor Show Idea 


United Hotels, operating the 
Roosevelt in New York and other 
hostelries, is flirting with a rotating 
floor show idea, 

Plan is to start them off at the 
Roosevelt on a two-week change 
basis and ship the show intact 
around the United chain. 

In a very limited sense the Bow- 
man Biltmore chain essayed that 
with the elaborate Miami Biltmore 
floor show, which was brought up 
to the Biltmore in New York early 
in the summer and has been doing 
big biz on a no-couvert basis, 


Radnor Must Furnish 
Details in Harms Suit 


Buffalo, July 17. 

Preliminary motions in an action 
brought by Marvin Radnor, Buffalo 
music composer :.nd_ publisher, 
against Harms, Inc. Famous Music 
Corp., Chappell-Harms, and Vice 
tor Schertzinger on charges of ple 
rating portions of the plaintiff’s mue 
sical compositions were argued in 
Supreme Court here this week. 

Radnor, a nephew of Nate Leip- 
sig, charges that he sued Harms in 
1926 for another alleged infringe- 
ment, which he was persuaded to 
drop on Harms’ promise to publish 
his number, ‘Eyes of Love,’ but that 
Harms failed to do so. Radnor fur- 
ther alleges that in 1929 Harms 
published two popular numbers, 











| ‘Dream Lover’ and ‘My Love Pa- 


rade,’ the latter used in Chevalier’s 
‘Love Parade,’ the music of which 
was credited to Schertzinger, who is 
now a picture director. The plain- 
tiff claims that passages from these 
numbers were taken directly from 
the Radnor compositions, ‘Eyes of 
Love,’ ‘Secret’ and ‘Little Boy Blue.’ 
Injunction is asked, together with 
an accounting and damages. The 
motions upon which decision was 
reserved were made by the defend- 
ants demanding a bill of particulars 
setting forth precisely the passages 
which Radnor claims were stolen. 


COAST MUSIKERS 


Los Angeles, July 17. 

Having borrowed the moon from 
their ‘Moon Song’ for ‘Moonstruck’ 
in another picture, Sam Coslow and 
Arthur Johnston have also lifted 4 
fragment from ‘Learn to Croon’ for 
their current Paramount assign- 
ment, ‘Too. Much H{armony.’ New 
ditty is ‘Boo, Boo, Boo.’ 

Mrs. Rose Rainger, 
Ralph, is visiting her 
time in California. 

Theme melody from ‘Morning 
Glory,’ Radio production, will be 
published by Berlin with lyrics by 
Joe Young. Max Steiner, studio 
music head, composed. 

Vincent Youmans, having com- 
pleted the ditties on ‘Flying Down 
to Rio’ at Radio, ready to return 
to N. Y. 

Leo Robin and Ralph Rainger are 








mother of 
son, First 


supplying three songs for Claudette | 


(Continued on page 75) 
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When Bookers Go Wild 


’ 

Now that the circuits have sloughed their own agreement on vaudeville 
bookings and salaries by many violations which robbed it of any sincerity 
it might once have possessed, it should not be necessary for them to 
return to the old way of doing things. The agreement, while basically 
insecure, did contain some potentially worthy points; there is no reason 
why these cannot be pressed into service for the good of the circuits 
and of vaudeville in general. 





With the circuits and their vaudeville bookers once again on their 
own, they have two paths on which to travel. One is to accept the failure 
of the agreement philosophically as something that just had to be and to 
return to the old method of booking from fright. The other is the more 


sensible way. 





The sensible way is the only way out, yet, strangely enough, it has 
never been tried. It calls only for cOmmon sense and judgment. It asks 
only that the bookers know their own theatres and book them as best 
they can, thinking first of their own theatres instead of the other fel- 
low’s across the street. 





That four-circuit pact was born to fail. It differed not at all from ali 
other such pacts of the past. They all failed, and for precisely the same 
reasons. In their foundation these pacts are all wrong, legally, morally 
and physically. 





The showman can make all sorts of agree- 
ments, pacts and promises. But when the agreement interferes with his 
showmanly instinct, the latter asserts itself. That was the reason for the 
big and small violations of the most recent pest, for the inevitable 
failure of the circuits and bookers to keep their promises. They found 
that the ties cramped their style and handicapped their shows, a set of 
rules as a barrier that blocked off their: showmanly sense. And their 
own shows came first, as always.. As it should be in the show business, 


it’s still the show business. 





The pact was aimed at the $7,000 acts that were not worth $700, At 
the synthetic ‘names’ and headliners created out of the bookers’ own 
imagination, desperation and foolishness, with the bookers tossing away 
money that never returned to the box office, The acts could not be 
blamed for the bookers’ errers, nor for accepting the disproportionate 
salaries. The bookers were chumps and so were the circuits. 





They may be chumps agair, or they can be smart. They can create 
their phoney headliners again when they go into a panic. Or they can 
keep calm and do without a $5,000 name when there isn’t a legitimate 
$5,000 name around. Because the fellow across the street has. created 
an artificial name or has succeeded in landing a legitimate one, there 
ig no reason for a booker to create his own synthetic headliner just for 
the sake of having one on his stage or in the ads. He is not fooling the 
audiences. Nor is he fighting the opposition. He’s just kidding himself. 
Or perhaps he’s not a good booker. Or perhaps those immediately above 
urge him on, to get names, at any price. 





That booker would do better to take the money and buy a good, strong 
show. That is the better method, much better. Nine times out of 10 
the other fellow’s name, feared so much, will prove to be just another 
phoney anyway. And he will at least have a good show; the other fellow, 
thinking of the ‘name’ only, will have nothing. 





Bookers, if really bookers, can and should think for themselves, to 
know when to play and pay for a name, to know how much the name is 
worth, to cut only the names that are not names. They can do that 
alone, but not together. It encourages showmanship, Agreements stifle 
it. 


Doubly Bad Breaks 
For Keller Sisters 





MAX HART CAN'T SEE 
SOURCE OF TALENT 





~~} 





From Auto Crack-Up 


Teddy «nd Nannie Keller (Sisters 
and Lynch) will have to undergo 
s0me more facial fixing as result of 


their auto smashup on the Jersey 
shore two weeks ago which can- 
celled them for Loew’s State on 
B’way at the time, The Keller 
Sisters-Lynch trio is current at the 
State but will have to cut short 
further Loew time while Teddy has 
her left eye re-stitched. Hasty 
faulty surgery threatens to leave a 
permanent scar if the wound isn’t 
reopened and done over again. 

Nannie Keller lost all her teeth 
in the smash-up. Their brother, 
Frank Lynch, who was driving, 
escaped with minimum hurts. The 
truck that hit them is uninsured, so 
it’s a tough break all around, 
particularly with the Lynch car’s in- 
surance also having run out since 
last March, 





Abe I. Feinberg Bkpt. 


Abe I. Feinberg, vaude agent, took 
the bankruptcy way out last week 
with a petition filed with the U. S 
Court in New York. Feinberg set 
down his liabilities as totaling $35,- 


549 and said he had no assets other 
than insurance. 
Me listed Hassard Shert and 


Joseph Santiey as the joint creditors 4 








on a claim of $20,245. 


Max Hart out and about again 
after a relapse of a couple of weeks. 
Legit agent is now voted within a 


half point of okay physical condi- 
tion, 

Hart foresees a lot of legit book- 
ing activity this fail. As a result 
he is worrying about where talent, 
either for musical comedy or the 
visualized comeback of variety 
shows, is coming from. 


Only 1 House Left with 
Vaude in Providence 


Providence, July 17. 
This town’s theatrical map is un- 
dergoing changes once again. Satur- 
day (15) the RKO Albee switched 
to straight pictures from vaudfilm. 





This leaves Providence with only 
one vaude spot, Loew’s State. 
During the winter months this 


town boasted four vaude houses on 
the main stem, not counting several 
other neighborhood stands that 
added vaude each week-end. 


Vaude in Oakland 


San Francisco, July 17. 
Fox-West Coast returns yaude tc 
its Orpheum, Oakland, this week It 
may follow suit at the California, 
Sar Jose, shortly. Eddie Peabody 
is in for two weeks as m.c. of the 


piage band at the Orph. 25-40c. 


CAN'T FIND NEW | 
FACES OR ACTS 


—_———— 


Discouraging Prospect If 
Vaudeville Revival Ar- 
rives by Fall as Expected 
—Agents Grow Conscience 
Stricken Over Same Ma- 
terial 


—_——— 


ANYWAY FOR NEWNESS 





if and when the vaude revival 
materializes in the fall, as every- 
body now accepts very much for 
granted, the big head.. ‘1e of new 
talent is bigger than ever. Agents. 
aver that where 100 next-to-closing 
acts were once more or less avail- 
able there aren’t 40 now. Where the 
others have gone is somewhat of a 
mystery. 

If radio has absorbed them, they’re 
in the category of new faces and 
as such vaude, under the proposed 
Loew budgeting, for example, will 
not be able to play them. It is 
feared furthermore that the legit 
season in the fall will remove the 
most desirable, if Hollywood doesn’t 
get ’em. 

Agents state that they’re almost 
ashamed to keep offering and re- 
peating the same list of acts. It 
becomes a desperate proposition, so 
much so that one agency for exam- 
ple is going about splitting up 
standard acts just to give them 
some semblance of being new. Idea 
is to form new partnerships by 
adding a girl or a new straight to 
a comedy single, or building up a 
team into three or four people. 


New Routines 


The artificial rejuvenation of old 
routines is felt to be necessary 
through the paucity of material. 

It has always been felt by the 
agents that let vaudeville do a 
come-back there will be no want 
for new material. But with the im- 
minent revival of interest in a vari- 
ety route it’s a current problem. 
If they’ve been laying off in the 
sunshine around Hollywood as so 
many have, they’ve either become 
gag men or bit players in pictures 
or grown stagnant. 

The field for nurturing new ma- 
terial isn’t there, and the continu- 
ous repetition of the same acts 
alone furnishes the chief source of 
material. For fear of killing off a 
vaude revival for which everybody 
has been praying for seasons now, 
particularly the agents, the 10 per- 
centers don’t want to risk murder- 
ing it by repeating the same acts 
and actors, 


$12,500 ASKED FOR TAB 
SHOW OF ‘MUSIC AIR’ 


‘Artists and Models,’ ‘Student 
Prince’ and ‘Music in the Air’ tabs 
are being dickered with by Loew’s 
via Lyons & Lyons. ‘Air,’ still cur- 
rent on Broadway, has a legit route 
laid out, but if the $12,500 asking 
price js agreed upon the Fears- 
Blumenthal management will listen 
to the cash instead. Desiree Tabor, 
Tullio Carminati and Walter Slezak 
would go into the vaudfilm houses. 

L. & L. are hoping to spot Shaw 
and Lee, Lita Grey Chaplin and pos- 
sibly Ken Murray into ‘Artists and 
Models’ and similarly the ‘Student 
Prince’ tab would have to be built 
to conform with the price. 








The Missus Contradicts 


Abe Lastfogel returns to. the 
Coast in August to set the William 


Morris office’s next Eddie Cantor 
variety road show. It goes out 
around Christmas, playing the one- 


niters Cantor made last season. 

Lastfogel will go by air. He says 
that last stormy ether trip didn't 
worry him, but Mrs, Lastfogel says 





otherwise, 


TALENT HEADACHE 











5 Acts in Philly 
Garden 25c with 
Beer; Two-a-Night 


Philadelphia, July 17. 

Garden of Fountains, new spot 
in the 69th Street section, opened 
last week with a new policy com- 
bining beer and vaudeville. Low 
admission of 25¢c is a feature. The 
Garden has two vaude_ shows 
nightly, with food being sold in ad- 
dition to beer, 

After the last performance, show 
moves next door to the Pierre, roof 
garden under the same manage- 
ment, where two more programs 
are given. Here patrons can get, 
for $1 cover charge, the two shows 
and: free beer. Dance music fur- 
nished by Milton Kellem’s orches- 
tra. 

Opening show includes Alexander 
and Santos reyue, Nick Lang and 
Jimmy O’Brien, Paula, Paquita and 
Nonita, and Miller, Malvey and 
Reba. 

Both spots are owned by Mc- 
Clatehey, real estate operator, who 
in the same building that houses 
Club Pierre, tried out a stock com- 
pany during the late winter and 
almost clicked with it. 


Harry Burns Sues 
Leo Carrillo for 
$25,000 Over Bit 





Harry Burns’ phone bit which 
created differences between him and 
another dialect cemedian, Leo 
Carrillo, once before, culminated in 
a $25,000 damage suit served on 
the picture-radio m. c. while at the 
Paramount, New York, last week. 
Burns, through Julius Kendler, 
charged unfair trade competition, 
after having warned Carrillo and the 
Paramount theatre a year ago and 
also having served notice on the 
NBC for whom Carrillo is now doing 
a conferencier turn on a commercial. 

Carrillo’s defense is that he bought 
the comedy phone bit from Johnny 
Burns who authored it for Harry 
Burns (no relation). Despite the 
author having sold the same bit 
twice, Harry Burns sets forth pri- 
ority dating back 12 years ago, 





TOM MIX ON TRUCKS 
ON TOUR AS CIRCUS 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Tom Mix opened his world vaude 
tour yesterday (Sun) at the Arling- 
ton, Santa Barbara. San Bernardino, 
Long Beach and Phoenix, Ariz., 
have been dated, with the show 
then going the regular RKO route 
at the Mainstreet, Kansas City. 


With Mix are his wife, Mabel 
Ward, and her sister, Irma, who 
will do a flying act. Don Aggie, 
Dale Tierney, Joe Bowers, Jack 
Knapp and Herman Nolan are in ag 
ropers and riders. 


Three trucks will be in the cara- 
van, which will carry 10 horses, 


Al Siegel’s Sisters 


Doubling up, Al Siegel's new act 
will include two girls this time in- 
stead of the customary one. They’! 
be sisters, Grace and Beatrice Sax- 
on, both singers, 
Act opens for 
Buffalo 


Publix July 21 in 
Max Richards handling 





Comical ‘Blacklisting’ by RKO of 
State-Lake in Chi, and 800 Layoff 
Acts Unable to Hock ‘Good Will 


RKO has blacklisted the indie 
State-Lake, Chicago. Former RKO 
vaudfilmer reopens July 23 as an 
indie with Aaron Jones operating 
and Billy Diamond as vaude booker. 
When Dick Bergen, of RKO’s 
Chicago booking office called in the 
Loop agents+two weeks ago and 
announced the opposish declaration, 
it was thought to be a local matter 
only. Last week the New York 
RKO agents were similarly advised 
not to send acts to the State-Lake. 
The agents at both ends are trying 
to figure out whether RKO is kid- 
ding or serious. 
‘Chicago RKO office under Bergen 
is now booking minutes instead of 
weeks. Diamond, with more time 
in Chicago than RKO, could more 
easily and effectively blacklist RKO. 
What RKO has, east or west, to 
support a blacklisting and make it 
stand with the actors and agents is 
a’ mystery all around. About the 
only thing RKO can threaten to take 
away from an act just now as a 
penalty for playing an indie is that 
three-day and night bus jump to 
New Orleans at cut salary and with 
nothing to follow. 


Didn’t Pass 


That the RKO bookers in a mo- 
ment of forgetfulness imagined that 
these are still the old days is the 
general opinion. Blacklisting and 
blackjacking of actors and others 
were thought to have passed out 
with the Keith-Albee title. 

Only other recent major blacklist- 
ing was Loew’s opposish order 
against the indie Hippodrome, Balti- 
more, but that didn’t last. Loew 
circuit, which knew the evils of 
blacklisting better than anybody, 
having been a victim of it for many 
years, shortly rescinded the Balto 
order. The William Morris agency, 
which quit the Loew office over the 
Balto incident, was invited back 
when the matter ended. 

The RKO Chi blacklisting has an- 
other comedy angle for the agents, 
who point to the circuits’ current 
intense disregard of former opposish 
boundaries. They play acts across 
the street and around the corner 
from each other, with the opposing 
circuit bookers thinking nothing of 
following each other with the same 
headliners and other acts week after 
week, 

The funny part is that in spite of 
the circuits’ brotherly love stunt on 
stage bookings, they’re not inclined 
to be so palsy-walsie with a lowly 
independent. That the B. & K. Chi- 
cago theatre is more opposish to the 
Chicago RKO Palace than the 
State-Lake may be, yet the Palace 
and Chicago are on the best of 
speaking terms. 

There are about 800 idle vaude- 
ville acts today. While depriving 
them of a week’s work by blacklist- 
ing the State-Lake, RKO offers 
these acts nothing to make up for 
the loss. Although any act that 
turns down a State-Lake date will, 
if notifying the RKO bookers, be 
promptly awarded an RKO expres- 
sion of ‘good will.’ In a hock shop 
at current rates RKO’s ‘good will’ 
won’t even get a Sunday in New- 
burgh, 


‘PAGLIACCY CONDENSED; 
STREET SINGER IN LEAD 


Boris Morros will do a shortened 
version of the opera ‘Pagliacci’ as 
the entire stage show at the Para- 
mount, New York, week of July 28. 
Arthur Tracy (‘Street Sfnger’) from 
radio will sing the lead. 

After a femme ether name 
with or against Tracy. 








to sing 





Christie’s Franchise 


Wayne Christie has been granted 
an RKO agency franchise. 

The former Keith and RKO 
booker has been with the Arthur 
Fisher indie booking office for the 





past few months. 
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PRIMO CARNERA 
Freak Act 

20 Mins.; One and Full 
State, N. Y. 

In Loew’s State for $2,500 guar- 
antee and a split with the house 
over $20,000, Primo Carnera should 
walk out at the end of the week 
with enough to keep his sizeable 
dogs in shoe leather for the com- 
ing year. Opening day (Friday) 
business was big, the customers in- 
cluding many women, and it con- 
tinued Saturday. 

Besides being a freak, Carnera is 
now the heavyweight champ of the 
world. That combination sounds 
like an attraction, and from the 
State’s indication the new champ 
is one. He doesn’t do much of an 
act, but he’s plenty to look at, so 
what he does may not matter much. 


But they are making a mistake in 
their handling of Primo. His man- 
agers say they want to get him out 
of the freak class, because he’s now 
the champion. That’s why he’s do- 
ing a ‘elass’ act for vaudeville—at 
least it’s a ‘class’ act for a guy 
like Primo Carnera. 

His managers oughtn’t forget that 
Frimo’s tremendous size and all- 
around freakishness, from the feet 
up, made him an attraction before 
he became champion. On freakish- 
ness alone he outdrew better fight- 
ers, in the ring and on stage dates 
here and there. Now they want him 
to be champ only and freak not at 
all, It won’t work. That ‘class’ 
aet stuff is the reason why they 
wouldn’t think of Primo showing 
the customers any of the strong 
arm tricks that he used to do asa 
side show freak in Italy long before 
he ever took his first left hook on 
the lug. 

For a straight man during the in- 
troduction out in ‘one,’ Primo has 
Eddie Mack. Their material con- 
sists of a series of sappy questions 
written by some genius. The usual 
stuff, his age, his mother and how 
hard Sharkey hit him. Then the ex- 
pected malarkey about being ready 
to defend his title against anybody 
at any time. The audience loved it. 

Stage goes full for a ring setting, 
in which Primo exchanges pokes 
with a couple of sparring partners. 
At the State this section of the turn 
is being saved by Herman Timberg, 
in red tights with a bow in the 
back. It drew howls. 

State management is seeking to 
have pugilistic and other celebs in 
the house nightly. Thursday night’s 
attendees, all taking bows on the 
stage, included Benny Léonard, 
‘Philadelphia Jack’ O’Brien and 
‘Harlem Tommy’ Murphy. Also Mil- 
ton Berle, who did a five-minute 
monolog after walking all the way 
down from the mezzanine. 

At the start of the turn, and just 
to inform everybody what to expect, 
Primo announces that he can’t sing, 
dance or talk much, and that he’s 
no comedian. It surprises nobody. 
A peek at the big boy is almost 
enough for the admish, and there's 
the sparring to square any likeli- 
hood of dissatisfaction. 

Carnera is an attraction now and 
should remain one for a long while. 
If they let him stay freaky he'll 
probably draw the curious’ to 
wherever he fights and works, until 
somebody comes along and hits him 
like he hit Sharkey. Bige. 


STONEWALL TRIO (3) 
Singing 
9 Mins.; One 
Century, Baltimore 

Some three months ago this trio 
made their appearance in public as 
one of the winning acts in the 
amateur talent contest staged by 
Benny Davis and the Loew organi- 
zation here. This week is some- 
thing in the nature of a reward for 
good performance at that time, and 
no doubt, as part of a hunch that 
the local boys may mean money at 


the - box-office. At’ any rate, this 
trio was given plenty of billing, 
alongside of standard vaude head- 
liners, such as Pat Rooney and 
Harriet Hoctor. 

Second on the show here and did 
well. Got a reception and took an 
encore. 

The three boys sing to the ac- 
companiment of guitar, played by 
one of the trio. They sing every 


type of song, hill-billy to pop mu- 
They sing easily but without 


sic 
any particular distinction. They 
just sing. 

Their singing is perhaps best of 
all adapted for radio work. They 
pre so obviously influenced by the 
ether, They use a mike on the 
stage and their vocal calisthenics 
of a sort are all aimed at micro- 
phone pick-up. 

They look okay on the rostrum 
and their pipes will do, but there's 
little room for them in vaude at 
present unless. they first develop an 
ether name or stick close to Balti- 
more 

. 
Welt in Charge 

T.yons & lyons agency is open- 
ing a Chicaso branch office 


Marvin Welt will be in charge. 


Lee SIMS and Ilomay BAILEY 
Songs and Piano 

12 Mins.; Two 

Capitol, N. Y. 

Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey are 
writing something of a chapter in 
the history of post-radio show busi- 
ness with their Capitol theatre en- 
gagement, as headliners, despite the 
anomaly of being but a _ hit-and- 
miss impression on the rostrum. It 
illustrates something about the ra- 
dio as a name-maker in relation to 
the direct value of the radio-made 


act for personal appearances in 
theatres, 
For Sims and his wife, the 


charming Miss Bailey, are basically 
nothing beyond a nice No. 2 paino 
act. He’s an- expert ivory tickler 
and she has a lusty soprano. The 
two combined, according to aver- 
age variety standards, when there 
was some vaudeville time around, 
would rate the deuce position, and 
that only on sporadic bookings. 
They are orthodox rostrum workers, 
almost Chautauqua in their forth- 
right piano-song routine, 

But, thanks to the ether’s cover- 
age, they suddenly have found fame 
thrust upon them. A No. 2 act 
over night has been tea’d and cock- 
tail-partied by Major Edward 
Bowes, managing director of the 
Capitol, preparatory to their stage 
coming-out appearance, And as 
headliners. 

This is not intended to be par- 
ticularly deprecatory to Sims and 
Miss Bailey. They happen to be 
ideally illustrative of an evolution 
which has been an ever-mounting 
source of wonderment to those in 
the show business. 

Because of a fortuitous combina- 
tion of circumstances, Sims and 
Miss Bailey found themselves en- 
joying a prominence in the public 
prints which extended beyond their 
wildest expectations, or those of 
their managerial sponsors. They 
came from Chicago to debut on the 
Chase & Sanborn coffee hour with 
Bert Lahr, right on the heels of 
that program, through a happy 
combination of its time and hour 
and Eddie Cantor, having estab- 
lished itself in the public conscious- 
ness as a landmark on the air 
waves. With Cantor deserting the 
mike for Hollywood and Lahr’s 
initial entry as his successor some- 
thing of a disappointment, the 
reasonably good impression of the 
supporting variety talent in the 
persons of Sims and Bailey was all 
the more accentuated. Thus, prop- 
erly spotted in the top show of the 
air, Sims and Bailey in two months 
have found themselves in over- 
night prominence with unexpected 
fame thrust upon them as head- 
liners of Broadway’s deluxiest de- 
luxer, 

That this ascribed importance to 
them was beyond their reckoning 
will be acknowledged, probably, 
first by Sims and Bailey. For their 
professional entymology has shown 
them to be modest folk. Sims was 
very content around Chicago with 
his well-established piano school, so 
much so that he was loath to leave 
Chi, although some of his disc re- 
cordings and the local Chi broad- 
casting established him among the 
top keyboard manipulators extant. 
Induced by Mort Milman to come 
east for the J. Walter Thompson 
agency and Standard Brands (in- 
cluding an initial date on Vallee- 
Fleischmann Yeast prior to C&S), 
the team soon found their piano- 
logy to popular liking. 

But that it doesn’t rate the to-do, 
with which they have been en- 
dowed, is evidenced all this week at 
the Capitol. The prima donna 
build-up afforded them is not in 
keeping with a songstress who 
warbles ‘Stormy Weather,’ ‘Two 
Tickets to Georgia’ and ‘Farewell to 


Arms,’ while her piano-pounding 
hubby makes the Steinway say 
papa. Great pop stuff on the air, 


okay midriff variety entertainment 
on the stage, but not headline vari- 
ety stage material Abel, 


FERDE GROFE ORCH (20). 
Band Act 
29 Mins.; Full 
Met., Brooklyn 

A band number with large pos- 
sibilities, which are not fully real- 
ized at this stage debut engagement 
because of faulty showmanly judg- 
ment, taking into consideration the 


Metropolitan's situation and clien- 
tele, 

Ferde Grofe is one of America’s 
notable composers in the class 
division. His musicianship gained 
him recognition on the air in the 
last few months when his Philip 
Morris cigaret program advanced 
him. to @ conspicuous spot among 
radio music units. It was due to his 
increasing prestige on the air that 
he was brought to the stage. 

This Brooklyn spot, which at- 
tracts downtown shoppers, could 
have been capitalized for its full 


worth, but it wasn't, apparently be- 
cause Grofe allowed his high class 
music preference to overcome his 
sense of show values 


Turn, closing the show here, 





starts off nicely with a capital pop 








arrangement of ‘42d Street,’ fol- 
lowed by a zippy version of ‘We're 
in the Money,’ two screen themes 
that are on the crest of public 
vogue. Good initial impression is 
enhanced by the introduction of 
Conrad Thibault, romantic baritone 
from the air, doing ‘Old Man River.’ 
With these two items the intro- 
ductory was beautifully planted and 
with anything to follow up for a 
climax the session could have been 
built for a fine effect. It was at this 
point that the leader's judgment 
slipped. With the use in mid-sec- 
tion of his own composition, a tone 
poem intending to picture the life 
of the late Knute Rockne, the pace 
takes a terrific drop. Piece is long 
and heavy. It probably would be no 
great sensation to highbrow music 
fans. Here, before an audience of 
femmes of miscellaneous ages and 
pretty much all both air- and jazz- 
minded, its playing was a complete 
air pocket.. A heavy bit of -com- 
position, however fine its scholarly 
musicianship,” was ‘a dud ‘to the 
matinee crowd and the band there- 
after never quite recovered ‘its 
initial momentum. ‘ 
Audience perked up a little with 
a pop medley by Thibault and got 
something of a kick out of the ex- 
cellent acrobatic dancing -of Miss 
Perry, brought in as a _ specialty 
before the band, but that tone poem 
had broken the spell of a real click. 
Grofe’s stage ‘music is altogéther 
engaging, running to the class juzz 
idea which has made Paul White- 
man, for whom Grofe has made 
numerous arrangements. There are 
five violins in the assembly of about 
a score of instruments, which gives 
an idea of the sort of melody the 
unit dispenses. Most of the num- 
bers are in the restrained style, 
while for a finish he does a hot 
jazz number emphasizing the 
brasses—a first-rate idea for musi- 
cal climax for popular consump- 
tion. . Rush. 





FRANKIE JAXON Orchestra (7) 
Revue 

15 Mins.; Full 

Palace, Chicago 

Jaxon is a colored entertainer for 
whom it is possible to predict ex- 
panding prosperity. He is a show- 
manly entertainer who exploits the 
qualities for which his race is 
known and popular in the enter- 
tainment field, namely speed, pep, 
and infectious personality. His 
small orchestra serves him well as 
background and support but is mu- 
sically negligible. Small instru- 
mentation, two pianos, clarinet, 
trumpets, drums, naturally limits 
the musical possibilities. 

Couple of specialty people, okay, 
were probably added just for the 
Palace. Jaxon has been on WJJD 
and WBBM for the past several 
years and has played dozens of 
nabe and small town houses. He 
has stood up on repeats and so is no 
stranger to stages and no beginner 
at wheedling applause from audi- 
ences. 

Dave and Paul Capp are coach- 
ing and nursing the Jaxon combo 
along with the hope, not too san- 
guine, of easing him into the higher 
arithmetic. Jaxon has a nice man- 
ner with a sense of humor. He is 
positive without being obstreperous 
and his knack for Negro chants, 
like ‘How Am I Doing?’ is a full- 
flowered talent. 

Act got over strongly here. Land. 


vari ROBINSON and MARTIN 


Song, Dance, Piano 
13 Mins.; Two and Four (Special) 
Palace 

Mann, Robinson and Martin, two 
boys and a girl, are a mixed trio of 
steppers. There’s also a male 
pianist who contribs a pianology 
number to introduce the Chinese 
flash dance. 

All are young people, striving for 
class, even unto the musical comedy 
selection of their songs. They dance 
in combos and solo, one of the boys 
clicking with an eccentric and the 
other with a snake-arms (not hips) 
dance. 

All work hard and with an in- 
gratiating will to please, That 
counts for much, Their efforts are 
more than passably .oke,. which, 
fortified by some attempt at. pro- 
duction investiture, rates them bet- 
ter than, ,the average opener on 
combo bills. Abel. 





| Salt Lake Orph Dark 





Salt Lake City, July 17. 
R-K-Orpheum is dark, the first 


time in many .years. Closing is 
viewed _as the result of endless 
legal entanglements and a desire 
on the part of the Alexander 


Pantages to take over the house. 
Pantages and his son, Rodney, 
have been in the city for several 


days. 

Pantages is very anxious to take 
over the Salt Lake property in 
rder to protect his bond and stock 
holdings in the San Francisco cor- 
poration, but has no grounds what- 
soever on which he could assume 
operation of the local house unless 
the $67,500 judgment in favor of 
the Marshall interests against the 
corporation is settled, and a new 
ileal made with the McIntyre com- 





pany. 


Percentage 


Preferred? 7 





Guarantee Plus System May Become More 
General—Jack Benny the Example 





. 


USING NAME ACTS FOR 
BEER GARDEN IN A.C. 


Atlantic City, July 17. 

Ralph Hitz will use name attrac- 
tions, if available, over every week- 
end for the rest of the summer at 
the Ritz Garden (beer garden) ad- 
joining the Ritz hotel. Harry Rich- 
man played it last Saturday and 
Sunday and repeats this coming 
weekend, . Paul Whiteman’s band 
may follow. pe? 

Rest of show with Richman, all 
repeating, includes Morgan and Co- 
lumbus, “Loomis” Sisters,’ Eunice 
Healy. Red Nichols’ orchestra is 
permanent for the weekday dancing 
and plays the show on weekends. _. 
Morris & Winkler office is book- 
ing the shows from New York, 


Stage Show in Akron 


Akron, O., July 17. 
Revival of stage shows, first for 
Loew's in two years, is announced 
for July 21. Gene and Glenn for five 
days, with the regular film program. 
First local stage show since the 
RKO house went dark last May. 


Tab Revives Flesh at 
Long Beach West Coast 


Long Beach, July 17. 

Booking of the 75-minute tab unit 
of ‘Nine o’Clock Revue’ into the 
West Coast here Thursday (13) 
brings back stage shows after a 
year’s absence of live talent in the 
house. Unit, on percentage and 
guarantee, closed today. Tom Mix 
and troupe come in tomorrow (18) 
for two days on a 50-50 split. 

Ted Fiorito opens Thursday for a 
week, then a week of the radio-IF- 
WC Opportunity Revue. After that 
Gene Morgan goes in to m.c. a regu- 
lation band-vaude policy, changing 
weekly. 








Vaude’s Thin Ranks 
Have U Heading East 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Unable to get enough acts around 
Hollywood for its vaudeville shorts, 
Universal intends to send a com- 
pany to New York to film turns. 
Footage would be returned heré for 
cutting, 

Warren Doane, supervisor of U 
shorts, gets his name on the vaude 
series, which are to be called ‘War- 
ren Doane Brevities.’ Each two reel- 
er will have around six acts and an 
m. c. 








“The Zuarantee and percentage 
terms by the successful vaude- 
shows to date is opening up a new 
avenue of show business and creat- 
ing more time with the theatres re- 
lying upon the attractions to prove 
their worth. 

So far the Cantor-Jessel, the 
Pearl-Whiteman-Boswell Sisters, 
and the Jack Benny engagements 
have exceeded managerial expec- 


tations through the percentages. 
Benny, getting a minimum guar- 
antee but, walking away with a 
huge chunk of sugar on the per- 
centage, is proving something 
about the percentage thing. 

Quite a few. vaudeshows are be- 
ing planned for the fall as a re- 
sult. Ted Lewis in one unit: 
Wheeler and Woolsey, Edmund 
Lowe-Lilyan Tashman and others 
are going in for the new idea of 
guarantee against percentage. 

Benny i} negotiating with Darryl 
Zanuck’s 20th Century’ Pictures 
and also for a series of Educational 
comedy shorts, for which reason 
his road tour ends after Detroit, 
The comedian goes to Des Moines, 


St. Paul, Minneapolis and then 
Detroit, latter at the RKO Down- 
town, which is reopening’ with 


Benny's engagement. 

The Fox, Detroit, has booked the 
Benny Davis Gang in that week to 
buck Benny. 


CARNERA’S PERCENTAGE 
DEAL WITH LOEW 


The proposed $1,000-a-day deal for 
Primo Carnera at Loew's State, New 
York, this week didn’t go through 
that way. Instead, the new champ 
is in for $2,500 and a 50-50 split with 
the house over $20,000. The State's 
recent weekly gross average has 
been around $12,000. 

When Primo opens at Spoor's 
Spectaculum at the World's Fair in 
Chicago later this month the $1,000- 
a-day guarantee and percentage 
terms will prevail. 

Harry Lenetska is doing the fight- 
er’s stage biz. 


New Partnerships 





Joe Besser and Sam Christianson 
are a new partnership. They open 
for Loew's on a route Aug. 4 at the 
Gates, Brooklyn, booked via Lyons 
& Lyons. 

Harry Burns is also refurbishing 
his act by adding Doug Leavitt, his 
brother-in-law. Helen Lockwood 
(Mrs. Burns) remains in the turn, 
Also set for a Loew route. 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and ‘Clipper’) 
Plans to give German opera at 
Terrace Garden the coming season 
slapped down. Engineered by Otto 
Goritz, who was out of the Met be- 

cause latter dropped German Ops, 





Industry was in a ferment over 
the report that Mary Pickford wae 
to receive from First National $200,- 
000 cash for the negatives of six 
pictures to be delivered within one 
year. Zukor was reputed to have 
said that if the exhibs who then 
formed the First Nat. could afford 
such prices, he would have to 
charge them more for Artcraft 
product. She had been getting $10,- 
000 a week from Artcraft and 50% 


of the profits. 





Maude Adams turned down $500,- 
000 for a screen version of ‘Peter | 
Pan.’ Said she would never piay it 
in films. 





Burlesque managers held their 
annual outing. Big crowd. Now 
Izzy Herk and H. K. Minsky go out 
to lunch together. 





Someone with Famous Players 
did a little figuring. To make 208 
releases the coming season. About 
88,400,000 feet of positive film, fig- 
uring 85 prints each. Also to make 
208 one and two-reelers. All told, 
approximately 109,200,000 feet of 
positive and 1,976,000 feet of nega- 
tive. bad 





G. M. Anderson (Broncho Billy), 
out of Essanay, talked of forming 
the Golden Co. to make westerns. 
As far as it went, 





Kitty Gorden was dickering for a 
new film contract. Upped her sal- 
ary 250% and wanted to pick her 
plays and players. 


30 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clinper’) 








Exceptionally hot weather knocked 
out. some c2 the New York team of 
ball. players and they had to send 
over to Newark to fill out the nine. 
Only two or three men on reserve 
in the big league, and some small 
teams had only nine players. 





John Meagher won a three-mile 
walk at Lawrence, Mass., morning 
of July 4. Went to another outing 
and won a second walk in the after- 
noon. Netted $55. 





Kyrle Bellew, English matinee 
hero, was soaked 20 shillings for 
busting an English manager who 
had failed to pay him, 





W. H. Stewart's Australian circus 
went off trucks and onto the rails. 





Casino was using its roof garden 
as a post theatre resort. Had not 
yet thought of putting a vaude show 
up there for the summer. Just light 
music and drinks. 





Charles Wyndham, leading Eng- 
lish actor, touring the west, hit an 
air pocket in Salt Lake City. Open- 
ing night’s receipts were around 
$200, with the co. not beating $100 
on any of the remaining nights of 
the week. Heat and poor billing. 





Stuart Robson was chuckling over 
an item in the London ‘Times’ in 
which it was revealed that he was 
W. H. Crane’s son. The two men 
were nearly of an age, but Robson 
made up young and Crane aged his 
face. 





Carlotta, balloon ascensionist, 
made an ascent in a hot-air balloon 
from Ottawa, although pressure of 
the crowd broke the concentrating 
ring and ripped the netting. Bag 
burst when t~ >? miles up, but para- 
chuted and a landing in fir trees 
saved her from injury. She went 
up again four days later. 





Japanese Tommy, vaude actor, 
went to Austin & Stone’s, Boston, 
for one week. A hit and still there 
eight weeks later, with a contract 
for next season at the same place. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Fear that their charges might result in starting an investigation of 
the entire picture industry inspired the quick backdown of the Indepen- 
dent Producers Association recently after accusing the majors of a con- 
spiracy to curb the indies. 

Small producers on the coast had denounced the majors for a ban on 
rental of sets, players and facilities, and were threatening to take the mat- 
ter before Federal investigators. 

At a stormy meeting of the indie producers some conservative members 
saw that a complaint to Washington at that time might be the spark to 
start a probe of all film making. Irate members then back-tracked on 
their charges. 

Situation indicates there is more co-operative feeling between the two 
producing groups than between the two exhibitor classes. 





Ohio censors and Paramount distribution men in that territory are 
both burned at reports that ‘Eagle and the Hawk' and ‘International 
House,’ both Par, were caught in a scissoring spree. What appears to 
excite the cutting brigade is the thought that perhaps Par is trying to 
blame them for any sales or gross difficulties pictures may enjoy. 

Meanwhile, Par is afraid stories of cuts suffered by these pictures may 
result in hurting their sale. Censors got in touch with Par out in Co- 
ljumbus, thinking incorrect dope might have been spread by the branch 
there. In turn, the Columbus exchange wondered if the h. o. perhaps 
was at fault, insisting ‘Eagle’ was not trimmed, nor were the Cellophane 
girls removed from ‘International House.’ 





Switch in one of the leading male parts in a picture on a major lot 
was the aftermath of the male player’s refusal to become awed in the 
presence of the femme star of the piece. It was suggested on his first 
day on the set that he approach the star and announce effusively, ‘I’m 
awfully glad to be working with you.’ Male player disregarded this. 
Next day the press department thought it would be fine if he’d send 
the femme flowers. Again, he held aloof. On the third and fourth days 
the star casually remarked, ‘Don't be nervous, don’t be nervous’, with the 
male player hitting the grids and stating, ‘What is this, a kid?” and 
making a few comments not complimentary, Next day he was off the set 
and another player in the cast. 





Harnessing experienced screen writers with scribes minus picture 
training is causing trouble at Hollywood's major studios. Experienced 


| scribblers in nearly every complaint say they must act as school teachers 


rather than scenarists in order to get work done, 

Example was the bringing to Hollywood of a young but promising 
novelist, whom the studio teamed with a femme writer of many years’ 
training. During the daily sessions, novelist bent himself more to learn- 
ing technique of scenario writing than to getting any ideas on paper. 
Result was the femme contributed the whole story, by working alone 
at night, while the novelist received a course in how to write for films. 





Senator Copeland’s charge in Washington that the government would 
be trampling on state rights in its proposed investigation of unions to 
eliminate grafting, may mean the end of the idea, at least so far as New 
York is concerned. 

A few weeks back announcing a pointed drive to stamp out racketeer- 
ing and other evils in unionism, Washington was girding to look into a 
theatrical local in New York first, the operators. At No. 306, it is now 
believed, they may never hear from the investigating agency that was to 
be set up quickly to look into its affairs and possibly those of other show 
unions in New York and other cities. 





= 
After deducting the $72,000 charge for Wheeler and Woolsey, studio 
overhead and story costs, Radio’s ‘Diplomaniacs’ cost approximately 
$90,000 to produce. Studio figures that it will gross around $500,000. 
Picture is the cheapest yet made by the team, 

Sam Jaffee, who produced the picture, is leaving the studio July 22 to 
~smbark in independent production and make ‘The Mad Dog of Europe’, an 
anti-Hitler film of the sacrifice of Jews and Catholics, 

Jaffee also produced ‘Emergency Call’ for Radio at a cost of $108,000, 
and released as an ‘A’ picture. 





fhe Hays office has complained to United Artists about ads on ‘Sama- 
rang’, asking if UA doesn’t agree that one sample sent in isn’t pretty 
bad. This particular ad was used by the Los Angeles theatre, L. A., a 
William Fox operation, 

It included two cuts, one from the UA press book on the picture, 
another a still, that were considered too hot by the Hays’ ad cops. 

Copy accompanying, though couched in warm phrases, was not objected 
to. 





Some day the Fox organization, in disassociating itself more positively 
from William Fox, its founder, may adopt the animal that goes by that 
name as its trademark. If this is ever to come, it will probably trace 
from some experimentation in that direction by Fox theatres in the 
middle west. 

Out in the dust belt, notably in the Fox-Midwest chain in Kansas, 
managers are using the four-footed fox as emblematic of the circuit. 
Metro has a lion as its insignia, 





So far Warner Baxter is the only player to cash in on balking at being 
loaned to another studio because of that tired feeling. Baxter, after 
many months without a vacation, wanted a rest in Honolulu before start- 
ing his next Fox pic. Instead, studio loaned him ts Metro for ‘Pent- 
house’, with the actor objecting. Metro appeased him by giving him . 
$30,000 bonus for the pic. 

Others who have balked, without getting any dividend, were Myrna 
Loy, Carole Lombard and Clark Gable. 





A story bought by Paramount 12 years ago has been dusted off as 
company’s second for Dorothy Wiecke, the foreign star. It’s ‘Cradle Song,’ 
produced on the stage by Eve LeGallienne in 1921 and purchased that year 
for filming. 

Due to age, Par will say that it has never made ‘Cradle Song’ because 
it couldn't find anyone suitable for the lead, a nun whose heart is hungry 
for motherhood. 





Smoking in any of the New York City buildings where film is stored and 
cigs aren't allowed is now a real danger. Threat of firemen is that from 
now it’s going to be five days or more where the boys or girls can 
smoke to their heart's content. 

A few weeks ago the smoking cops went through the film buildings and 
handed out tickets which resulted in many $20 and $25 fines. 

Even for first offenders the jail threat is in their way. 





Censorship quirks around the world never reached a higher point than 
in Paramount's difficulties with ‘Farewell to Arms.’ Picture has again and 
again been banned in various spots, last being a couple of days ago in 
Poland. 

Reason generally given is respect to Italy and fear of offending that 
country. 3ut Italy itself has okayed the film and no kick coming. 





An exploitation idea of Warner Bros., who shoot wide and handsome 





now and then, often hitting, has worked out with a Juvenile Court Judge 





Inside Stuf—Legi = 


There are several stories as to how and why C, B. Dillingham lost the 
Hippodrome after his notable series of spectacles there between 1916 and 
the spring of 1923. During the winter of '23 the showman told the U. gs, 
Realty Co., owners of the property, that the theatre needed rather costly 
renovations. During the negotiations Dillingham went to Florida. Realty 
officials telegraphed him that he had 24 hours to decide on renewing the 
lease. His answer was: ‘Gone out for a cup of coffee; back in 10 min- 
utes.’ Hipp was then leased to E, F. Albee for RKO and about $800,000 
was spent in doing over the house. 

‘Happy Days,’ -which established the legit gross record at the Hipp, 
opened in August, 1919, and bumped,into the Equity strike, something 
like $70,000 in advance ticket sales being refunded, The show, most suce 
cessful of the series, reopened and played until the middle of May. Christe 
mas to New Year's was the holiday week that went to a record, the tak- 
ings being close to the $100,000 mark. Gross as given out at the time wag 
$102,922.25. Whether that included tax was never stated, 

Not all Dillingham’s Hipp shows were clean-ups, but the showman’'s 
arrangement with the owners gave him the breaks—he received half of 
the profits each season, but did not share in the losses. 

Some of his musicals went heavily in the red, but most of the flops 
were dramas. 





Among the obligations listed in the schedule of C. B. Dillingham’s bank- 
ruptcy is the item of $100,000 supposed to be owed Joseph McCarthy, ag 
royalties on ‘Ripples’, the last musical the producer put on for Fred 
Stone. Show was originally outlined by McCarthy with the score by 
Harry Tierney, but that was not the ‘Ripples’ which flopped at the New 
Amsterdam early in 1930. 

Because of Stone’s accident and long period of recuperation the show 
was set back indefinitely, When Dillingham was ready, McCarthy was 
tied up on the coast: in pictures and William Anthony Maguire after 
delays eventually turned out ‘Ripples’ with the music by Oscar Levant 
and Albert Sirmay and lyrics by Irving Caesar and Graham John. Why 
the Tierney tunes were not used was never explained. McCarthy sued 
Dillingham on the ground that he wrote the original script. The bank- 
ruptcy item is therefore an arbitrary sum, inserted to cover the limit of 
what might have been recovered. 

‘Ripples’ came in at $6.60 top, but dropped the scale after several weeks 
when the gross started to slip. Show played only seven weeks on Broad- 
way but did well on the road. 





Whether William Frawley will continue in legit or go Hollywood was 
unsettled Monday. He is still under contract with the Shuberts to appear 
in ‘Hunky Dory’ which started rchearsals this week. Paramount was 
ready to use him on the coast, but when there was some question about 
his release from the show contract, another player was chosen for the 
new Mae West film which was to have been Frawley’s coast debut. 

The Shuberts were willing to release the comedian upon condition that 
he pay two weeks’ salary, the minimum engagement provided for in his 
standard contract for ‘Dory’. But when the coast engagement was 
gummed through his delay in starting west, the actor played safe by 
holding himself in readiness for the show's rehearsals. Frawley’s con- 
tract having been signed prior to 60 days from the stipulated date of the 
show's opening (Sept. 1) the probationary period does not apply—no 
dismissal during rehearsals. However the payment of two weeks’ salary 
either by the management or the actor would act as a release. 

Frawley may open with ‘Dory’ but it is understood that Par wants the 
comic’s services. Just a matter of what picture he will be spotted in, 





San Francisco is not taking kindly to the booking of Henry Duffy 
attractions into the Curran, at $2.50 top, after the shows have come 
directly from the El Capitan, Hollywood, where they have been selling for 
$1.50 top. 

Duffy established, and has long been the champion, of $1.50 entertain- 
ment on the coast. Until recently, he operated the Alcazar, 'Frisco, at 
that scale. He also had the President in the Bay city, but closed that 
house two years ago. 

Duffy figures that trouping the productions as road shows warrants 
the upped scale, due to the difference in stagehand requirements. Pre- 
viously he operated as a super-stock, building a separate production for 
the San Francisco engagements. First attraction to go into the Curran 
will be ‘20th Century’, now current at the El Capitan. 





The Waldorf, N. Y., has been open 58 consecutive weeks, no other legit 
theatre on Broadway operating for so long a stretch in recent seasons. 
Trick was turned with small cost revivals for which trick ‘courtesy slips’ 
are exchangeable at the box office for tickets with the payment of 50 and 
75 cents per ticket. 

House has had seven attractions since lighting early last summer with 
‘That’s Gratitude’, which played 23 weeks. The other revivals all of 
which had shorter periods, were: ‘The Great Lover’, ‘Whistling in the 
Dark’, ‘The Monster’, ‘Best People’, ‘Another Language’ and the current 
‘Dangerous Corner’ which opened Monday. All were put on by Wee & 
Leventhal. 





The stage research department at New York’s Public Library has 
George Freedley in charge. It is a newly established unit and is known 
as the Theatre Collection. 

Freedley was in Professor Baker’s class at Yale. 
he was with the Theatre Guild as a stage manager. 


For several years 





‘A Woman of Destiny’, slated for try-out at Red Bank, N. J., but post- 
poned indefinitely, was written by Sam Warshawsky, formerly in the 
press department of Radio Pictures. 

Play is based on a novel, “The Heart Compelled’, which ran in a maga- 
zine. Understood the Shuberts had production rights previously. 





in Shreveport, La., who went for stunt of sentencing a couple of boys, 
up on petty theft charges, to see ‘Mayor of Hell’ as part of their proba- 
tion. First instance where stunt, lifted from WB press book, has worked, 





Harry Novak, Paramount manager fer China, has asked the company 
not to send ‘International House’ over there. Too many rickshas in the 
picture, he claims. 

Despite that rickshas on the streets of principal Chinese cities are 43 
common as taxicabs n New York, says Novak, the Chinese censors always 
object to any picture concerning China in which the ricksha is shown. 





Big shots in Radio City are a little put out because Variety said the 
millionth ticket had been sold over there, whereas actually, say the com- 
plainers, it was the four millionth ducat. This number on the stubs was 
reached the last veek of June, with machines on their way now to 
5,000,000. 





Not wishing to take credit on a picture where someone else was anxious 
to get the laurels, Sam Mintz informed Radio officials that it was okay 
if H. W. Hanemann got the billing on ‘Rafter Romance’, because the 
entire Writers’ Guild worked on the story before Mintz’s rewrite was 
accepted and photographed. 





Jack Buchanan, English juve, appeared in the two British and Dominion 
films now over here on a salary and percentage of the net. Probably 
looked upon as a very favorable agreement for Buchanan in England. 











1 
1 
é 
2 
t 
I 
8 
it 
¥v 
Cc 
n 
h 


18 
id 
8. 
ly 
Ly 


i- 
0 


D, 
14 
te 
C= 
7] 


8 
of 


iy] 


io 
is 
-d 
»y 


is 

er 

nt 
ly 
ed 
k- 
of 


ks 
d- 


the 
in, 


ffy 
me 
for 


in- 
hat 


nts 
re- 
for 
ran 


‘git 
ns. 
ips’ 
und 


yith 

of 
the 
‘ent 


has 
own 


ars 


ost- 
the 


Ean 


oys, 
»ba- 
ked, 


any 
the 


pe ag 
yays 
wn. 


the 
om- 


y to 


ious 
ykay 
the 
was 


nion 
ably 











Wit RRR ie. Arbok 


Bienes July 18, 1933 








. Chas. Chas. Dillingham’ S Show Comeback 
All Set—Bway's Class Producer Got 


¥ In Money Jam Helping Gut Friends: 


Charles B. Dillingham is priming 
for a comeback. The producer 
whose musical successes made his- 
tory at the Globe and Hippodrome 
has fully recovered from a. condi- 
tion caused by financial worries into 
which he was unwittingly placed. 
fhe bankruptcy bath which he was 
forced to take recently opens the 
way for him to resume managerial 
activities. Those who have talked 
to Dillingham lately are as confi- 
dent that he will take an active role 
on Broadway again, as is the pro- 
ducer himself. 

Resort to the courts for relief of 
the obligations, came after he fi- 
gured there was no other way out. 
His pride prevented him from tak- 
ing the step two years ago. Only 
a few intimates know how Dilling- 
ham became jammed up after gar- 
nering at least $10,000,000 at the 
Globe in the 20 years he operated 
the theatre. 

Accommodating 


It is stated that it was through 
accommodations to the late A. L. 
Erlanger that Dillingham suddenly 
discovered he was over his head in 
debt. As ‘a pal’ to Erlanger, he 
signed any number of notes on Er- 
langer properties here and out of 
town at a time when things did not 
look so good to the ‘little Napoleon.’ 
But the latter assured Dillingham 
that all such obligations would be 
absorbed in the business, with no 
responsibility resulting. Shortly 
thereafter Erlanger’ suffered a 
stroke and within a year died. Re- 
ported that since then Judge Mit- 
chell L. Erlanger pressed for pay- 
ment on the obligations which even- 
tually forced the bankruptcy action. 
The more than $7,000,000 on the 
Dillingham schedule plainly indi- 
cated he had been involved in the 
Erlanger transactions. 

At one time Dillingham was re- 
garded as the most firmly en- 
trenched showman financially on 
Broadway. He owned the Globe 
theatre outright, having bought it 
from Howard Gould for about $1,- 
300,000. During one 15 months pe- 
riod during the war he is known 
to have made almost that much 
money out of the theatre and its 
attractions (produced by him) and 
it was one of the few houses which 
Was operated on a 52 weeks’ basis. 
Consecutive seasons turned an an- 
nual profit of $200,000 with the 
house alone. 

Waved Aside Fortune 


Even after fortune turned against 
him, Dillingham could have sold the 
Globe and retired with a fortune. 
One picture company in 1929 of- 
fered $2,300,000. At the time he 
had leased the Globe to RKO for 
$6,500 weekly (the bare walls) for 
a two-year period. The Shuberts 
offered him $2,600,000 but he held 
Out for $3,000,000, or approximately 
10% of the rental. Pressed for pay- 
ments on all sides, the depression 
reached him and the property was 
foreclosed by the second mortgagor 
for $225,000. 

Dillingham was unable to raise 
the cash from those whom he aided. 
He has expressed the wish to go 
back into show business and repay 
those who remained his friends. 

Multiple Star Casts 

Dillingham’s flair was the produc- 
tion of musical comedies and while 
most of those attractions were 
spotted in the Globe, there were ex- 
ceptions, such as ‘Sunny,’ a smash 
that played at the New Amsterdam. 
He was the first manager to group 
stars or name players together in 
the same show and Broadway won- 


dered how he could pay off and 
Make money. 
One such attraction was ‘The 


Lady of the Slipper’ which, with a 
Victor Herbert score, started the 
musical series at the Globe. In the 
cast were Montgomery and Stone, 
Fisie Janis, Lydia Lopokova, Charles 


Aldrich and the Six Brown Brothers 
(their =o a try). Then followed 
‘Chin Chi and ‘Jack o’ Lantern,’ 
Which ran two seasons on Broad- 
way. The house and the manager 
built up an enormous patronage, in- 
creased when he imported Gaby 
Deslys for ‘Stop, Look and Listen.’ 
Her salary of $5,000 a week was a 
sensation. 

But Dillingham’s most spectacu- 
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Dawn of New Era 

Candy butcher at the Forty- | 
Fourth Street theatre picked 
the right number the other day 
and won himself $90. 

He immediately began look 
ing over empty theatres with 
the idea ci producing a play. 


SHOWDOWN ON 
RACKET PROBE 











July 17. 
rack- 


Washington, 


Investigation to eradicate 


eteering in the theatre and picture 
industries will be launched by the 
Federal government, Senator Cope- 
land (D), York, 
known. 

Copeland, who is chairman of a 
Senate committee named to probe 
rackets and take steps to wipe out 
this blight on American industry, 
said 68 Federal investigators are in 
New York at present assembling 
information for his committee. 


‘Any racketeering in the theatre 
and motion picture industry will be 
looked into thoroughly,’ Copeland 
said The committee, which is com- 
prised of Copeland and Senators 
Vandenburg (R), Michigan, and 
Murphy (D), of Iowa, expects to 
stage hearings in New York at a 
future date. Whether the amuse- 
ment industry would be taken up 
at these hearings will depend upon 
the volume of evidence gathered by 
the investigators. 

President Roosevelt has placed 
every power and facility of the 
Federal government at the com- 
mittee’s disposal. It will depend 
on the department of justice for 
cooperation. 

‘My committee is now. gathering 
material as to the scope and nature 
of all rackets. These include pri- 


of New made 


marily the largest—beer, food, 
laundry, among others,’ Copeland 
stated. 


‘The committee will cover them 
all, however, large and small. If 
there is racketeering in the theatre 
and in the motion picture indus- 
tries, it cannot escape the commit- 
tee’s investigators.’ 

This action follows the rejection 
by the special session of congress 
of a resolution sponsored by Rep. 
Sirovich (D), of New York, pro- 
posing a searching inquiry into the 
motion picture industry. 


OUSTING OF ‘B’WAY BOY’ 
GROUNDS OF LAW SUIT 


An oddity in damage suits was 
filed against the estate of Joe Le- 
blang, operating the 48th Street 
theatre, last week. Opening Night, 
Inc., the corporate sponsor of a 
quick flop called ‘Broadway Hoy,’ 
which played the house in May last 
year, seeks $30,000 on the grounds 
that the theatre management re- 
fused to permit the show to con- 
tinue a second week and thereby af- 
fected the sale of the picture rights, 
never sold. 

Play was written by Wallace A. 
Manheimer and Isaac Paul and Os- 
tensibly presented by one Barton 











Slezak’s Outside Job 


With Equity Approval 
Nearly Ends ‘Air’ Run 





‘Music in the Air’ will continue or 
Broadway at the 44th Street unt 
Labor Day, but notice of closin; 
would have been posted Saturday 
had an unusual tangle not been 
cleared up. Fact that 163 persons 
are employed between the show ana 
house gave the situation impor 
tance, 

Matter centered around Walter 
Slezak, imported from Germany for 
the show. In May he was engaged 
by Lawrence Langner for a try 
out of ‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ which 


was slated to go on next week (24) 
at Westport, Conn. Show manage- 
ment knew nothing about the 
country contract until the actor ad- 
vised Nick Holde, general manage! 
for A. C. Blumenthal. Slezak made 
the Westport date, believing 
‘Air’ would have closed for the 
son in time. 

Langner appeared to have the 
same idea. Holde protested and 
suggested that the ‘Happiness’ try- 
out be set back until the last week 
in August, when it would be okay 
for Slezak to step out of ‘Air’ tem- 
porarily. Langner is reputed to 
have said he would set the date 
back if recompensed for the attend- 
ant expenses, estimated at $3,000. 
Holde rejected the figure. A com- 
promise was agreed on, 


sea - 





was split three ways—‘Air’ manage- 
ment, Langner and the actor. 
Slezak 


there is a 
Langner had quietly put it up t 
Equity, 


date is a try-out. 


informed of the matter, Equity re 


Westport 


the case was unfair. 
no uncertain terms he stated 


early in September, going to Chi- 
cago thereafter. Slezak has a run 
of the play contract with the show 
next season. He had a similar con- 
tract when the show opened, but 
when it suspended during the mo- 
ratorium a regular two weeks’ no- 
tice agreement applied, since under 
Equity rules he would not be per- 
mitted to enter another show. 


Technical 








nearly a half hour. 


manager rushed out front and fran- 
tically asked the money boy, 
we ring up?’ 

‘Ring up who?’ the angel asked. 


; Davis OK 


According to private advices, Ed- 
gar B. Davis, the oil magnate, wh« 
was injured in a motor car crash 
in Texas last Friday, is not as badly 
hurt as first indicated. 

A telegram dictated by him, re- 
ceived in New York Saturday (15) 
stated he expected to leave the 
Santa Rosa hospital, San Antonio, 
in a few days. 


Bobbie Perkins’ Return 























(Continued on page 71) 


after 


Slater, said to be a fictitious name 
representing the authors. Story was 
about a shoe-string manager put- 
ting on a show in the shoe-string 
manner, 

Booking contract provided that 
the show must gross a certain figure | 
otherwise a week’s notice to vacate} 
would apply. ‘Boy’ drew {980 in 
seven mays. House being respon- 
sibk for advertising ane s ‘ 
hands’ wages W stuck $58! j 

Show had run up a bi ‘ 
hands during rehe 
heimer and .Paul were 
if they paid for back stage anda|} 
their share of the aa Sins thie I 


show could continue 


not made and the show stopped | « 


its initial 


| Miss Perkins 
|} nence in ‘* 


ANY €r n 


week BF 


Bobbie Perkins (Mrs. Herb Har- 
eve! will return to the stage this 
fall after an absence of a couple of 
Ver S 


with musicals 
gained promi- 


and last 


AlWays assoc iated 
first 
Garrick Gaieties,’ 
‘Animal Crackers.’ 


EDNA HIBBAED ILL 
Chicagrt July 

rted here t« 

Daver 


Itdna Hibbard is rep 


e quite ill on a farm neal 

ort, Io. from nerves 
Lester Bryant, her husband, un- | 
erstood to have joined her there 
ist week 


that | 


Langner 
placing the expense at $600, which 


is an alien and under 
Equity’s rules is not permitted to 
take a second engagement unless 
lapse of six months. 


the latter’s Council waiv- 
ing the rule because the Westport 
Holde queried 
Equity as to why he had not been 


Equity stated it also thought ‘Air’ 
would be closed by the time the 
try-out would go on. 
Holde declared to Equity officials 
that he thought their handling of 
Speaking in 
they 


had jeopardized the run of the 
show. 
‘Air’ is due to open in Boston 


Cloak and suiter backing a recent 
musical show was pretty busy open- 
ing night exchanging tickets for 
friends who didn’t like the locations. 
He was in such a tangle with the 
cuffers he held the show up for 


At five minutes to nine the stage 


‘Shall 
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Gov't Legit Code as Means to 
Restore Financial Confidence in 
Theatre; First Parley in Clashes 





Another Shubert 





Latest of the Shubert clan 
to figure in show business is 
J.J.’s son, John (Jack) Shu- 
bert, who has one year more 
at Harvard, law course Al- 
though his studies point to a 
professional career, his incli- 


nations are managerial. 
Youngest Shubert is reported 
expressing opinions in the se- 
lection of players for Joe 
Cook's ‘Hunky Dory’ and other 
shows. That’s the way Tre is 
spending his summer vacation. 


PHILLY OPERA 
A TURN-AWAY 


| 
| 
| 
| 











Philadelphia, July 17. 
Indications that Philly is just as 
hungry for popular-priced opera as 
New York has proven to be by the 


funds were sought for 
it was reported last 
visit to the 


Federal 
show business, 
week, following a 
White House by Crosby Gaige. 
The appeal was not directly con- 
nected with the movement to codify 
the legit field with the idea of elim- 
inating vexatious problems and 
claimed unfair practices. 

Gaige recently put forth a prop- 
osition whereby an _ incorporated 
company would act as a ‘bank for 
the theatre’—in other words supply 
the backing for productions of rec- 
ognized managers. Although the 
plan calls for the public sale of 
stock, Gaige sought support from 
the Reconstruction Finance Cor- 
poration, one of the government's 
lending arms. 

President Roosevelt, who is re- 
garded as being friendly to amuse- 
ments, is said to have replied that 
he did not see how money could 
be loaned for such purposes (R, F. 
Cc. advances must be protected by 
collateral or securities), but that if 
show business arrives at a reason- 
able code, that in itself would at- 





Late Session 


At a long session of Jegit 





experiment at the Hipp, are to be 
found in the response to the first 
of the in Robin 
Hood Dell last week. 

There was a crowd of over 7,000 
for the performance of ‘Aida’ and 
raany were turned away on Monday, 
Tuesday was almost as good. 

In contrast the regular concert 
programs had never more than 2,000 


open-air operas 


) 


plying it did not care to give pub- 

licity to the special permission|®"4 sometimes less, Twenty 

granted at  lLangner’s request. operatic performances are to be 
given in all, two each week. This. 


is the third season and the attend- 
ance last Monday. and Tuesday 
reached a new high for the entire 
time. 


Drama School Attached 
To Professional Show; 
Tickets Are Tuition 


Chicago, July 17, 


A dramatic schocl with the tuition 
in the form of 25 tickets to the dress 
rehearsal is to be tried out in con- 
nection with ‘Hired Husband’ when 
the show moves into the Cort the- 
atre. Horace Sistare is the parent 
of the novel idea. 

As outlined, the ‘school’ will have 
a four-week semester culminating 
with the amateur students giving a 
special mat:ree performance of 
‘Hired Husband.’ Naturally there 
will be no production or scenic ex- 
pense, as it’s a standing set. Rei 
Terry will coach the students and 
Harry Puck will supervise the ama- 
teur version of the fare which is 
meanwhile being presented nightly. 

With each would-be Thespian 
obligated to Gispose of 25 tickets in 
lieu of any tuition for coaching, etc., 
the exp ations for the _ special 
matinee run to around $400. If the 
play itself clicks another semester 
of four weeks with a second group 
of amateurs will follow. 


MORE OPERA IN NY; 
SPURRED ON BY HIPP 

















Broadway showmen are watching 
grand opera at. the Hippodrome 
draw virtual capacity and seem but 





mildly interested in the fact, de- 
spite the grosses exceed anything 
in the legit at present. 


the number of prop- 
the managers of the- 


| According te 
| ositions put to 


accepted | 
« 


show factions which extended 
last evening until past din- 
ner time, the troubles of show 


business were discussed. Sol 
Rosenblatt, appointed by 
Washington to preside, ex- 
plained that his function was 
an advisory one, 

The temporary adminis- 
trator said the law does not 
empower breaking of con- 
tracts, but that for the good 
of all concerned, it might be 


well to make temporary con- 
cessions and then @ecide if 
that was the proper course. 

At press time it was known 
that Equity opposed the man- 
agers’ contention in regard to 
Sunday performances, and. the 
stagehands and musicians re- 
sented allegations that there 
is anything in their contracts 
unfair in practice. 











tract outside capital. 

According to reports, it was in- 
timated that were such a code ac- 
complished, a public statement 
from Washington might be forth- 
coming in favor of the theatre. 

Temporary Administrator 
The managers’ code outlined by 
legit showmen in accordance with 
the National Industrial Recovery 
Act, was presented Monday (17) in 
the Theatre League rooms to a 
gathering representing various 
stage groups. As was expected the 
propositions set forth were sub- 
ject to discussion and it will neces- 
sitate a number of sessions before 
the final code will be submitted to 
Washington. 

Sol Rosenblatt, an attorney in 
Nathan Burkan’s office, was on 
hand as temporary administrator, 
appointed by the NIRA. ‘The ses- 
sion opened with plenty of fire- 
works, That a co-ordinator would 
be present was indicated last week 
when a delegation representing the 
managers visited Gen. Hugh S. 
Johnson at the capitol. There was 
no question at all whether the the- 
atre came within the scope of the 
Recovery Act. 

Urges Promptness 
The theatre committee was re- 
ceived by the head of the Recovery 
Administration, who after a brief 
period excused himself to attend a 
meeting and turned the showmen 
over to an aide, John M. Hancock. 
Latter was formerly of Chicago and 


now associated with the banking 
firm of Lehman Erothers, New 
York. He appeared to be familiar 
with the theatre and recognized its 


problems. 


Primary object of the NIRA is to 





atres since the Hipp started at- 

itracting attention, Bre adway may |increase employment. a point that 
have a flock of grand opera troupes| May change the position of the 

jin action by fall Mecca (Temple) | Dramati Guild, The Authors’ 
}auditorium hie had at least six such | League states it is not actually of 
| offe § the theatre, but it is not clear why 
Most of the budding operatic im-|the Guild, an organization of play- 
presarios are so certain the theatres | wrights the League should 

benefit that the want to be! be similar! regarded howmen 

| teed a profit, tendering the | contend that the drat tists supply 
lentire presentation expense to the | the subject matter for the stage, 
house manarements None of such | upon their product largel depends 

proy iis are known to have been!the success of shows and therefore 


(Continued on page 71) 
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Garland Just Can't Keep ‘10. Worst 
Plays of Year’ Within Right Count 





As a stunt Robert Garland, drama 
critic of the N. Y. ‘World-Telegram,’ 
went on the air over WJZ Friday 
(14) afternoon with the idea of 
naming the 10 worst plays of the 
season just past, having Jack 
Lundell the station's ace announcer 
as interviewer, After some prelimi- 
nary backing and filling a list of 
the hopeless flops was presented. 
In addition Garland mentioned sev- 
eral shows which were hits or made 
money, but which he didn’t like and 
he told why. 

Principal cause of the bad shows, 
he said, was the fact that they were 
selected and presented by shoe- 
stringers ‘who ran out of shoe- 
strings’ — ‘shoo-fly plays, Percy 
Hammond called them,’ Despite 
that, some of the ‘10 worst’ were 
presented by recognized managers. 


List Runs Over 

In addressing the interviewer, the 
critic said: ‘You wouldn't recall the 
10 worst plays last season, not even 
if I mentioned them. I can’t re- 
member them myself...with plays 
which ran for one consecutive per- 
formance, it’s difficult.’ 

After saying that there might 
have been worse plays, plays which 
he did not see or have been ‘merci- 
fully forgotten,’ Garland’s list was: 
‘Domino,’ ‘The Man Who Reclaimed 
His Head,’ ‘Two Strange Women,’ 
‘The Sophisticates,’ ‘Christopher 
Comes Across,’ ‘Hired Husbands,’ 
‘Bidding High,’ ‘Before Morning,’ 
‘Absent Father,’ ‘Her Tin Soldier,’ 
‘Marilyn's Affair,’ ‘The Passionate 
Pilgrim,’ ‘The Dark Hours,’ ‘$25 An 
Hour.’ 

By that time the list numbered 
14 shows, with neither Garland nor 
Lundell attempting to hold it down 
to the limit of 10. 

When asked if there were any 
more, Garland mentioned ‘Conquest,’ 
with comments on its producer and 
ther ‘Black Sheep,’ described as one 
of Elmer Rice’s ‘major indiscre- 











There Must Be A Reason 
If Such Prominent 
People Carry Annuities 


(Arranged alphabetically) 


EARL BENHAM 
JACK DEMPSEY - 
W. C. FIELDS 

WILLIE HOWARD 


—_—e 


VIVIENNE SEGAL 
NEW WAYBURN 
BERT WHEELER 


It will cost no more to own In- 
surance which fits your case per- 
fectly than to buy misfit Insur- 


~~ JOHN J. 


KEMP 


551 Fifth Av., New York City 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-7839 


tions’...‘if you think ['m picking 
on Mr. Rice unduly, you are at 
liberty to substitute “Strange Gods.’ 
The revtewer added the comment 
that among the 10 worst plays 
were several to his own way of 
thinking that were over rated in 
one quarter or another. As an ex- 
ample he named ‘Both Your Houses,’ 
declaring ‘Pulitzer prize or no 
Pulitzer prize, Theatre Guild or no 
Theatre Guild, it could not achieve 
arun.’ Mixing in ‘We, The People’ 
(also by Rice) as one of the worst 
10 plays, at this point, Garland then 
mentioned ‘The Good Earth’ as be- 
ing among the over-rated near suc- 
cesses, 
In the same division came ‘Dinner 
at Eight’, one of the season’s best 
money makers, but named because 
in his opinion it was ‘a sample of 
made-to-order playwrighting’. In the 
same list was ‘Autumn Crocus’, 
‘Alien Corn’ in which Katharine 
Cornell ‘went in for piano smelling’ 
Also ‘Best Sellers’, by which time 
the list had grown beyond the ten 
limit. He though that ‘Nine Pine 
Street’ was spoiled by the epilogue 
and then another flop crept in. ‘For 
Services Rendered’. 

Includes ‘Design’ 
A surprise mention came with 
‘Design For Living’ which grossed 
a half million in its four months 
on Broadway. That play ‘struck 
both Mr. Coward and myself as be- 
ing thin’. 
Describing a dramatic critic he 
said: ‘He is, or at least he should 
be, a theatre-minded fellow, who 
really loves the theatre and can 
write about it with feeling. First 
and foremost he should be read 
rather than be agreed with. Like a 
gigolo, he gets paid for doing what 
he would be glad to do for nothing. 
Still, like 4 gigolo, he is careful not 
to let the boss know that’s how he 
feels about it’. 
Asked to explain how a show 
which lost a lot of money in pro- 
duction but was classed as a success. 
he said that ‘Variery has a quaint 
way of figuring a success, you know. 
It’s a silly method but it’s Variery’s 
own. He was misinformed about 
the number of weeks a show runs 
in the rating of a success or failure 
in VARIETY’s box score, 
Garland suggested to shoe-string- 
ers that the critics not be invited to 
their shows, because ‘Taking Mr. 
Hammond away from his flowers, 
Mr. Burns Mantle away from his 
year-book or Mr. Garland away 
from his highball, is only going to 
irk them beyond endurance’, As for 
his own reviews he said: ‘I don’t 
give a hoot in Harlem whether you 
think I'm right or whether you think 
I'm wrong’, 


MINTURN PRODUCING 


Chicago, July 17. 

Harry Minturn, lessee of the 
Studebaker, will locally produce 
‘Skidding’ domestic comedy to fol- 
low ‘Hired Husband’ which trans- 
fers to the Cort. 

Minturn also toying with idea of 
doing ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin.’ 








Doris Carson Sailing 


a part in the Cole Porter-C. B. 
Cochran musical, ‘Nymph Errant.’ 





She sails late this month for re- 





hearsals. 











Doris Carson goes to London for 








in Favor of Footlights 


Hollywood, July 17. 





‘Charlie Chan,’ is in prospect. 
three of the ‘Chan’ 
the Chinese detective, is understood 


to have had his idea endorsed by 
Mrs. Biggers, widow of the author. 


to the foots, 








treasury from the ‘dollar drive’ 
which passed its half way mark. 
Campaign is being handled by An- 
toinette Perry. 

Last Friday’s cash balance was 
down to the $1,000 mark but the 
added funds will enable the Fund to 
continue distribution of money for 
room rent and necessities for at 
least another month. The commis- 
sary department spotted on the 
stage of the Royale, N. Y., started 
the distribution of canned goods to 
needy applicants. Understood the 
commissary is in further receipt of 
goods donated by the wholesale 
grocers’ association. 

Weekly statement showing total 
receipts and disbursements, not in- 
clusive of the money paid in by 
Miss Perry: 


Previous contributions....... $58,881 
Mrs. Chauncey Olcott........ 25 
Other contributions.......... 34 

ry, A er rrrererT rer oo. 


Gross disbursements......... 57,940 





Balance COCR CCC HETHEHH Hees $1,001 





Armitage Brings Pop 


Los Angeles, July 17. 
Los Angeles will have a season 
of pop-priced concert attractions 
this fall when Merle Armitage will 
present five artists at the Shrine 
Aud. People will be Mischa Elman; 
Teresina, Spanish dancer; 


and Rosa Ponselle, all 


sums. 


$5. Armitage holds an 


Opera association. 





BERNS LEASES ARCH ST. 
Philadelphia, July 17. 


inaugurated this season. 


ment there. 





Buffalo Local Opera 
Buffalo, July 17. 


‘CHARLIE CHAN’ ON STAGE? 


Those Concerned in Screen Series, 


Stage production built around the 
Earl Derr Biggers’ fiction character, 


Hamilton MacFadden, who megged 
screeners for 
Fox, and who proposes to dramatize 


Warner Oland, who created the 
screen role is also eager to take it 


DOLLAR DRIVE PERMITS 
RELIEF TO CARRY ON 


Monday (17) the Stage Relief 
Fund's cash balance was stepped up 
when $5,000 was turned over to the 


Price Talent to Shrine 


John 
Charles Thomas; Walter Gieseking. 
booked 
through Charles Wagner. Armitage 
is not playing percentage with any 
of the people, buying them for flat 


Season tickets will sell for $3-$4- 
all-time 
opera gross record at the same 
house, when three operas each hit 
$23,400 per performance during his 
management of the L. A. Grand 


The famous old Arch Street the- 
atre, 105 years old, has been leased 
to Morris Berns, who will continue 
the policy of Yiddish musical come- 
dies and dramatic shows which he 


House had a very successful sea- 
son last year, with Julius Nathan- 
son playing a very long engage- 
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HELLO, FOOL 


Hollywood, July 11. 

Drama in five scenes by Ethel Clifton. 
Produced at the Spotlight, little theatre by 
Edward Earl Kay. Directed by Ethel Clif- 
ton. Cast: Mack Williams, Dorothy Bauer, 
Rosa Barcella, Sydney Christie, Bert Con- 
way, Norma Leach, Amelia Falleur, Dalton 
Gautreaux, Roy H. Sutherland, Carl Lind, 
Jr., and Marjorie Lane. 





Written only with the commercial 
theatre in mind, this production 
fails to measure up to legit stand- 
ards chiefly because it lacks orig- 
inality, Story is the old one of a 
sick young man who upsets doctors’ 
predictions that he will die in a few 
months by living on. 

Man asks his fiancee to share the 
little time the medicos have told 
him he has left by marrying him in 
name only and accompanying him 
on a long rest trip. Girl refuses 
and the sickly youth attempts to 
commit suicide. 

A femme entertainer, coming to a 
party on the floor below, wanders 
into his penthouse by mistake and 
prevents him from blowing out his 
brains, He likes her looks and in- 
vites her to go to Japan with him, 
figuring to continue his fast way of 
living and bring death hurriedly. 
Two years later, in Japan, he is 
giving her the air preparatory to 
starting on an expedition across 
China, The girl has fallen in love 
with him and doesn’t want to go. 
Man's eyes have been weakened by 
his illness and he suddenly goes 
blind. Girl sticks with him and for 
10 years she acts as his secretary 
while he turns writer, 

When in a conscious-hurting mo- 
ment, he proposes marriage, she 
walks out.on him; not liking the way 
he asked her. He realizes after she 
has gone that he needs her and 
when she returns a year later, 
everything is patched up. 

High spot of the show is the good 
trouping of Mack Williams, as the 
blind man... It is a tough assign- 
ment, but Williams doesn’t miss. 
Dorothy Bauer, as the girl, also 
turns in a nice performance, al- 
though she overacts in some spots. 
Norma Leach, Americanized wife of 
a Japanese doctor, turns in an ex- 
cellent bit of acting which the little 
theatre audience recognized with 
applause. 

Dalton Gautreaux, who looks like 
a Frenchman, plays a Japanese doc- 
tor. His work is oke, but his ap- 
pearance is against him in this part. 
Amélia Falleur also turns in a nice 
bit as a servant. 


PLAYS ABROAD 
DREIMADERLHAUS 


(‘House of Three Girls’) 


Paris, July 5. 

Operetta in three acts in the Viennese 
tongue by Dr. A. Willner and Heinz Reich- 
ert, based on the novel ‘Schwammerl,’ by 
Dr. Rudolph Bartsch. Music by Franz 
Schubert, adapted by Heinrich Berte. Stage 
settings by Gerard Vroom. Orchestra di- 
rector, Sylvia Mossee. Presented by Rich- 
ard Tauber in association with his direc- 
tors, Eorkon and Leonidof, at the Porte 
Saint Martin theatre for a two weeks’ en- 
gagement, extended for a third week. 


Richard Tauber, tenor of the 
Vienna opera, is so well known to 
the French theatregoers through his 
gramophone records and concerts 
that his popularity is not lessened 
here by the fact that he appears in 
a foreign tongue in ‘Dreimaderl- 
haus.’ Besides, this Viennese oper- 
etta is already familiar in Paris as 
‘Chanson d’Amour’ or ‘La Maison 
des Trois Jeunes Filles,’ having sev- 
eral years ago had a most success- 
ful career at the Marigny and later 
at the Apollo in a French version. 

Tauber, in the role of Franz Schu- 
bert, has an opportunity to sing 
many of the composer's best beloved 
lieder, and at every performance 








these numbers are encored two or 
three times. The Austrian tenor 
knows how to put the utmost charm 
igto lyrics and, apart from his ex. 
quisite voice, his diction is an art in 


itself. In a couple of the numbers 
the singer accompanied himself at 
the piano. 


The story is hardly more than a 
sentimental episode in the com. 
poser’s life. Solely preoccupied with 
his music, he is shy and a bit clum- 
sy with women, and is supplanted 
in the heart of Hannerl by one of 
his more dashing young friends 
Tauber plays the love scenes with 
great tenderness and has other mo- 
ments when he reveals himself ag 
an engaging comedian. 

As Hannerl, Mile. Irene Eisinger 
proved herself a capable actress ag 
well as a remarkable coloratura 
singer with a voice of great purity 
and range. The entire company ig 
in every way worthy of its star, 
The three stage sets are most ate 
tractive, and the costumes of Vien- 
na in the 1820’s are exquisite color 
combinations chosen with a view 
toward harmonizing with the back- 
grounds. Had Tauber brought his 
Viennese singers to Paris earlier in 
the season there is no doubt of his 
having been able to enjoy a long 
run here. Production should be 
welcome wherever fine music, beau- 
tiful singing and artistic presenta- 
tion are appreciated. 


ARABELLA 


Dresden, July 1 
Richard Strauss’ latest musical play. 
First performance at the Opera, Dresden, 





Shortly before his 70th birthday 
the great German composer, Rich- 
ard Strauss, had produced a new 
masterpiece. As a lyrical comedy 
of charm and lustre equalled per- 
haps only by ‘Rosenkavalier’ from 
the same hand. ‘Arabella’ is also 
a lyrical comedy, and the libretto is 
from the pen of Hugo von Hof- 
mannsthal, who did not live to see 
this last work staged. When he 
had mailed the last act to the com- 
poser at Garmisch, the latter ac- 
knowledged the receipt by wire, 
which, however, arrived to late. 
The libretto was commenced 
more than 20 years ago, after the 
enormous success of the ‘Rosen- 
kavalier,’ which encouraged the two 
friends to try to repeat its success. 

The theme deals with the lot of 
two sisters and carries it through- 
out three acts, to end in a finish of 
singular beauty. This new opera 
bouffe carries a strength of its own, 
even if the atmosphere of ‘Rosen- 
kavaltier’ frequently fills the scenes. 
There is the enticing atmosphere 
of Vienna in the '60s, the lady in 
boy’s clothes, the tearful ending of 
the first act, and the phantastic, 
homey, careless joyousness of the 
Viennese waltz in the second act. 

The second act is the summit of 
the opera. The comic glorification 
of the Fiaker’s ball creates the op- 
portunity for all Strauss’ incredible 
charm and cleverness—a rhythmic, 


(Continued on page 71) 














MGM STUDIOS 
CULVER CITY, CALIF. 




















For BOOKING 


A Theatre of Distinction 
MECCA 


AUDITORIUM 


SEATS 3,464—A CAPACITY LARGE ENOUGH TO BRING SATISFACTORY 
RETURNS AT CURRENT LOW PRICES 


RENOVATED THROUGHOUT—SCIENTIFIC VENTILATION 
ACOUSTICALLY PERFECT 


LARGE STAGE—MODERN EQUIPMENT 
EFFICIENT AND COURTEOUS STAFF 


CAPACITY OF THEATRE CAN BE REDUCED 
FOR SMALL ATTRACTIONS 


Book Now for Choice Dates 


Available for 


STAGE PRODUCTIONS — CONCERTS — RECITALS — CONVENTIONS — 
MEETINGS—LECTURES—AUTO SHOWS—MOTORBOAT SHOW—FLOWER 
SHOW — BROADCASTING — MOVIES—WRESTLING—AMATEUR BOXING 





For Information Write or Phone 


HARRY D. KLINE 


Managing Director and Booking Representative 
130 West 56th Street, New York Phone Circle 7-0022 


The Buffalo Opera Company an- 
nounces local opera season next fall 
with local singers in leading roles. 

Campella Roma is directing and 
organizing the company. 





Current Road Shows 


For Week July 17 

‘Dinner at Eight,’ Grand O. H., 
Chicago. 

‘Gay Divorce,’ Apollo, Chicago. 

‘Her Majesty the Widow,’ Garrick, 
Chicago. 

‘Hired Husband,’ Studebaker, Chi- 
cago. 

‘Low and Behold,’ Music Box, Los 
Angeles, 

‘Music in the Aijr,’ 
Francisco. 

Sport of Kings,’ Playhouse, Holly- 
wood, Cal. 





Curean, San 


‘Take a Chance,’ Erlanger, Chi-/| 
cago. 

‘Tomorrow Turns Back,’ Selwyn, 
Chicago. 


‘Twentieth Century,’ Fl Capitan, 

















RENTING 
LEASING of 


HIGH-CLASS STAFF 
SPLENDID ORGAN 


COlumbus 5-3047 





Los Angeles. 


ANHATTAN 


THEATRE . 


BROADWAY AT 53d STREET, NEW YORK 


CAPACITY, 1,234—ONE BALCONY 

STAGE OPENING, 39 FT.—DEPTH, 36 FT. 
WALL TO WALL, 98 FT. TO GRID 70 FT. 
14 DRESSING ROOMS—ELEVATOR 

FINE LARGE MODERN SWITCHBOARD 
COUNTERWEIGHT SYSTEM 

ACOUSTICS PERFECT 


ELEVATOR ORCHESTRA PIT 
MODERN AIR-COOLING SYSTEM 
BEAUTIFULLY DECORATED 


HARRY D. KLINE 


Manager and Booking Representative 


MUSICAL COMEDY 
DRAMA—OPERA 
PICTURE EXPLOITATION 


Room 908, 1697 Broadway 
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Pop Grand Opera B’way's Only Edge 


Over Loop in 


———————_—____ 


There are two Broadways this 
summer—New York's and Chicago's 
Loop. They are running neck and 
neck as to the number of shows 
offered. Chicago has six attractions 
current this week; so has Broad- 
way, but the latter has an edge in 
that it also offers grand opera, 
which at pop prices is getting best 
Paeew York offers two musicals, 
two comedies, two revivals and the 
opera. ‘Music in the Air’ is easily 
pest of the first duo and is now 
aimed to stay for the balance of the 
summer, a yenewed ticket deal hav- 
ing been arranged. ‘Shady Lady’ 
means little, holding on this week 
by grace of percentages to the cast. 

‘Biography’ continues instead of 
folding as slated, and has a fair 
chance of sticking. ‘One Sunday 
Afternoon’ is virtually sure to play 
jnto autumn. ‘Dangerous Corner’ 
and ‘John Ferguson’ are the re- 
vivals, geared to operate at small 
money. 

One prediction was that August 
would find Broadway down to a pair 
of shows, but indications now are 
that the present total is around the 
low mark, because additional at- 
tractions are due within a month. 
Next week will see the reopening of 
the Majestic with light opera, first 
attraction being ‘The Bohemian 
Girl.’ . 

The summer rural playhouses list 
a flock of new shows, more than a 
dozen being carded for this week. 
Out of the welter of tryouts some 
worthwhile plays are expected to be 
turned up. From such sources a 
line on the opening period of the 
new season will probably come, be- 
cause the better known managers 
have not announced _ production 
schedules. 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Biography,’ Avon (32d week) (C- 
Engagement extended 
further; Ina Claire replaced by Ruth 
Weston last Saturday; several ca- 
pacity performances for star’s final 
performances; over $8,000 last week. 

‘Music in the Air,’ 44th St. (35th 
week) (M-1,305-$3.30). Run leader 
will go through su er; new ticket 
deal arranged guaranteeing against 
loss; around $12,000, which is top 
except Hipp opera. 

‘One Sunday Afternoon,’ 48th St. 
(22d week) (F'-969-$3.30). Another 
sure sticker; goes on three matinee 
basis again this week; takings okay 
at $6,000 or slightly over. 

‘Shady Lady,’ Shubert (3d week) 
(M-1,395-$3.30). Low cost musical 
seeking a break claimi some im- 
provement; about $5,5 for medi- 
ocrity; cast on percentage. 

Other Attractions 

Grand Opera, Hippodrome; really 
tops field; virtually M€ld pace last 
week at $16,500; may last through 
summer. 

‘Dangerous Corner,’ Waldorf; re- 
vival opened Monday. 

‘John Ferguson,’ Belmont; 
vival; good break in, dailies. 


C. B.’s Comeback 


re- 








(Continued from page 69) 


lar successes were at the New York 
which he leased in 
1916. He produced a spec yearly 
for the next eight years. Until the 
end of the war and into 1923 he 
Presented a series of glittering suc- 
cesses, such as ‘Cheer Up,’ ‘Happy 
and ‘Good 


Hippodrome, 


Days,’ 
Times.’ 

The Hipp productions drew enor- 
Mous grosses and a legit all time 
record was registered with takings 
bettering $99,000 in one week. That 
was with ‘Happy Days’ in 1919. 
Stage innovations and wide pub- 
licity established the house as the 
best known in America. Under- 
water ballets were one achievement, 
followed by ice ballets, for which 
Charlotte was imported. 

Dillingham took over the Hipp 
after the Shuberts let it go, having 
decided it was a white elephant. 
What with the money made there 
and at the Globe, it was believed 
that Dillingham would never go 
broke. His long string of successes 
made his name something to con- 
jure with, which is one reason why 
Broadway is ropting for his come- 
back, 


‘Better Times’ 





‘Century’ at Frisco 


Hollywood, July 17. 

With five boxoffice weeks to its 
credit ‘Twentieth Century’ moves 
cut of El Capitan, Hollywood, July 
22, to open at the Curran, Frisco, 
July 31, 


na 
vic 


Sunday Afternoon’ follows 
Capitan, opening July 31. 


Tanning c ; c her 


at El 
Ay ita 


mor 


Show List Rivalry 


2 KERN MUSICALS DUE 
ON BROADWAY IN FALL 








spectively by Otto Harbach and 
Oscar Hammerstein 2d. Max Gordon 
will be the technical presenter of 
one, but the authors will be finan- 
cially interested with Gordon as 
well as in the other production. 

Hammerstein is now in London 
completing the English libretto of 
Paul Abraham’s German operetta, 
‘Ball Im Savoy.’ Abraham is a refu- 
gee from the vaterland domiciled in 
Paris. ‘Savoy’ goes into the Drury 
Lane, London, and eventually comes 
to Broadway. 

Kern is currently with both his 
collaborating librettists abroad fin- 
ishing up the books. 





Arabella 





(Continued from page 70) 


melodious, harmonical waltz, which 
will set all the world a-dancing and 
whistling and humming. 

Oddly moving is the craftsman- 
ship which animates this perhaps 
greatest creation of the great com- 
poser. When, at the close of the 
first act, Arabella remains alone on 
the stage, and sings the song of the 
strange man who passes by; when 
each small part lives in a music of 
its own; when for each situation 
new musical effects are built up 
with a minute geniality; then one 
realizes that here once more is 
something rare and fine which will 
live. 

The State Opera at Dresden has 
proved once more its qualities of 
worldwide fame. This production, 
which was offered to an audience 
of international rausical culture, 
showed that after all there is but 
one Dresden. 

Clemens Krauss, the conductor, 
interpreted the music from the fund 
of his own intimate friendship with 
Strauss. Viorica Ursuleac carried 
the title role, and though her figure 
is not so girlish, she permitted the 
enchanting flow of her voice, grow- 
ing from act to act, to capture ina 
dream of cozy happiness those who 
listened. 

Alfred Jerger, borrowed from the 
State Opera at Vienna, was the per- 
fect impersonation of the part of 
Mandryka, the Slavonic lover. Mar- 
git Bokor, as Zdenko-Zdenko, is a 
sympathetic singer with the human 
touch. Friedrich Plaschke and the 
rest of the ensemble fitted into a 
harmonic whole. 

The scenery was built up humor- 
ously and picturesquely by Leon- 
hardt Fanto, and Eva Plascke von 
der Osten, a former star of the 
Dresden Opera, together with Josef 
Gielen, shared in the general satis- 
faction. 

Richard Strauss took no less than 
25 curtain calls, and never was an 
audience: more sincerely of one 
mind. 





Miracle in Mountains 


Budapest, July 6. 

‘Miracle in the Mountains,’ Ferenc 
Molnar’s new play, is his first to be 
published in book form before stage 
production. 

Mystic story of the slaying of a 
little child, the illegitimate child of 
the mayor of a small town and of a 
servant girl. Everyone’ suspects 
that the mother has killed the child 
because he was in her way. The 
girl is arrested, but a great lawyer, 
come from no one knows where, 
symbolical of supreme human kind- 
ness, takes charge of her defense. 
In fact, it is therighteous, pompous 
mayor who has accidentally slain 
the child. His guilt is proved when 
he becomes insane, and the lawyer 
proves the innocence of the girl by 
resurrecting the chila from _ its 
grave. 

The style in which Molnar has 
written this play is supremely sim- 
ple and concise. He aimed at a 
purely poetical, almost religious 
expression of a gospel of kindness. 
He can afford the luxury .of ignor- 
ing every occasion to produce stage 
effects and thrills. The killing, the 
confession of the mayor's guilt, the 
trial would have given him many 
chances for dramatic parade. He 
seems to have avoided them on pur- 


pose. 

Even so, ‘Miracle’ is a strong 
drama and supplies good actors 
with excellent parts to play. Most 
of the future success will depend 
on them. In fact, ‘Miracle’ provides 
little more than the bare plot and 
the mystic background—the char- 
acters are merely outlined in dialog | 
that is very sparingly handled. ‘Mir- 








acle’ will make a capital picture— 
. +’ J ” ‘ . + Y 


Jerome Kern will have two shows | 
on Broadway this fall. Books are re- | 








Detour 


——_. 


Newcomer in show business | 
sought to rent a little New | 
York theatre, offering so small | 
a price that it was rejected. | 
He also wanted to use the 
house for two weeks rehearsal 
although stating the show had | 
rehearsed four weeks. He ex- 
plained there had been a lapse 
thereafter because: 

‘The leading lady got a job 
in a tea room.’ 


AMATEUR MUSICAL WITH 
$1,200 NUT DID $2,500 


Los Angeles, July 17. 

Heat hit the burg, dipping legit 
takes to where productions about 
netted nut money, with the excep- 
tion of ‘20th Century,’ which, de- 
spite closing on Mondays for the 
rest of the run, got $6,700. ‘Sport of 
Kings,’ at the Hollywood Playhouse, 
did slightly over $1,400. A _ co- 
operative effort, it paid off the cast 
sufficient to buy groceries and no 
more. 

‘Low and Behold,’ co-operative 
musical, opened at the Music Box 
last Monday (10). First week got 
$2,500. Nut of $1,200 permitted the 
principals to receive little after the 
chorus, musicians and deck hands 
were paid off. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Low and Behold,’ Music Box (1st 
week) (R-965-$1.65). Produced with 
a short-bankroll on a co-op basis, 
piece has little chance of getting 
anywhere. First week’s take of 
$2,500 just about paid expenses. 

‘Sport of Kings,’ Hollywood 
Playhouse (2nd week) (C-1,152- 
$1.10). Take of $1,400, mostly from 
service charge passes. Nothing but 
a headache for the co-opers. 

20th Century,’ El Capitan (4th 
week) (C-1,571-$1.65). In the black 
side at $6,700, despite heat. Mon- 
day nights dark for the remainder 
of the run to give Eugene Leonto- 
vich a rest. 


BALTO OPERA RIVALS 
DO A QUICK FADEOUT 


Baltimore, July 17. 

One week of summer opera was 
all that Baltimore got, though last 
week the hopes were high for a full 
season of operatics, particularly 
with two opera companies working 
locally simultaneously. Both the 
Broadway Comic Opera Company 
at Carlin’s Casino and the Balti- 
more Opera Company at the May- 
fair Gardens have folded. 

Broadway Comic Opera, under the 
direction of George DeFeo, lasted 
only one week with the opening bill, 
‘The Mascot,’ having played to bru- 
tal biz in the Casino of the out- 
doors amusement park. 

Business was much better for the 
two-day grand opera at the Mayfair 
Gardens, the beer garden _ spot. 
Opening ‘Il Trovatore’ drew okay 
business. But the beer garden had 
to drop the idea when they discov- 
ered that the opera was driving 
away their regular dance-hall and 
nite-club customers. 

‘Carmen,’ the second opera on the 
list, was cancelled, and the beer 
garden is back to beer and yaude 
and hot-cha music and set-ups. 
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GOOD FRISCO ADVANCE 
FOR ‘AIR’ AT $2.50 TOP 


San Francisco, July 17. 


Healthy advance sale for ‘Music 
in the Air,’ which opens the dark- 
ened Curran tonight (17) for two 
weeks at $2.50 top. 

Town hasn't had a show in a 


month and locals apparently will go 
for the limited run of the Belasco- 
Curran-Duffy piece, which they 
stuck into the warehouse after two 
weeks in Los Angeles, only to bring 
it out again for Frisco. 

Only change in the cast is Kath- 
ryn Crawford, replacing Ada May. 
‘Twentieth Century’ follows in 
two weeks, coming from El Capitan, 
Hollywood. 





‘Mgrs. Vs. Union Co-Op 


Row in Birmingham 





Birmingham, July 17. 

Ousting of union men from the 
Wilby houses here because of ‘un- 
fair competition’ at Jefferson has 
been postponed another week. 

Union was scheduled to have left 
the Alabama, Ritz, Strand, Galax, 
Trianon, Rielto houses at the close 
of business Friday night (14), but 
as negotiations are under way to 
seek a settlement of the disagree- 
ment another week was granted. 

The Wilby interests object to the 
union men ope:ating the Jefferson 
under the present policy, which is 
a feature, shorts, hour stage play 
and several acts of vaudeville for 
15 cents. The theatre, famous old 
legit house, is operated co-opera- 
tively by union men out of work. 
This is the reason for the argu- 
ment and salaries have nothing to 
do with it. 





| Hamrick Starts Legit 
Season in Portland 


Portland, Ore., July 17. 

John Hamrick’s new legit Play- 
house to open this mortth with Vic- 
tor Herbert’s ‘The Only Girl.’ Com- 
pany the same as played recent 
California dates. Northwest book- 
ings made by Bill McCurdy, now in 
L. A., lining up more shows for the 
new Hamrick rvad show house. 
‘Only Girl’ troupe will go on from 
here to Seattle, then return for an- 
other week. 

McCurdy figures to keep the 
Playhouse booked solid with road 
shows, filled in possibly by legit 
dates locally produced by the Civic 
Theatre. Indications are the burg 
is ripe for such a policy. 





Frances Upton’s Lead 


Frances Upton gets the lead in 
Joe Cook’s ‘Hunky-Dory.’ 
Placed by Lou Irwin. 





Legit Code 





(Continued from page 69) 
they are a vital factor in employ- 
ment within the theatre. 

Authors Aloof 





No Canopy, Sun too Hot 
So Matinee Eliminated 


Chicago, July 17. 


‘Wings of Progress,’ the big pag- 
eant operated by the World’s Fair 
itself, has dropped its matinees and 
does three performances at night 
instead of one in the afternoon and 
two after dark. Chief reason for 


ing both audiences and actors 
groggy. 

Present schedule of shows is 7, 
8:10, 9:20, with attendance good at 
40 cents. Show runs 50 minutes, 


using about 200 actors and ‘supers.’ 





the switch was the fact that there|cause they did not care to have 
is no canopy over the grandstand|jthe Basic Minimum Agreement 
and the hot summer sun was mak-/| scrutinized by a co-ordinator. It 


event would have a representative 


contracts 
musicians for the 


A spokesman for the authors, 
however, stated it was understood 
that the Recovery Act in aiming to 
put people back to work would con- 
sider codes which set maximum 
working hours and minimum wages. 
It was denied there were any 
ulterior motives in the dramatists 
aloofness. Managers had indicated 
the Guild rejected the code idea be- 


was indicated that the Guild in any 


present at the public hearing on the 
theatre code. 

While the code is in preparation, 
with the stagehands and 
coming season are 
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at Loop Matinees 


Chicago, July 17. 


Thanks to the continued cool 
weather quite as much as the tour- 
ists, the loop legits did very nicely 
last week. However, after a sellout 


first night, notices that read like the 
press agent wrote them, ‘Take a 
Chance’ did not get going with the 
bang-up pace everything else sug- 
gested. Show says they can’t op- 
erate under $3.30 top, and Chicago 
thinks $3.30 top isn’t the language 


they understand in Cook county. 
Current week will give a clearer 
picture of the future for an attrac- 
tion than ought, on merit, other fac- 
tors being normal, to have a run. 

Cort is dark for a week. Pauline 
Frederick's ‘Her Majesty the 
Widow’ transferred to the Garrick. 
A week hence another move will 
bring ‘Hired Husband’ from the 
Studebaker into the Cort. ‘Hus- 
band’ is building within the scope 
of its strictly cut-rate market, and 
hopes to hurdle the summer. Prob- 
ably the first time the loop has seen 
anything of the sort in a decade is 
the fashion show being staged at 
Wednesday and Saturday matinees 
during intermission at this show. 
Women go for it big, from report. 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Dinner at Eight,’ Grand (D-1,207; 
$2.20) (5th week). Kaufman-Ferber 
piece very strong. Bettered previous 
week’s $13,000, which is very sporty 
for summer in this burg. 


‘Gay Divorce,’ Apollo (M-1,500; 
$2,75) (3d week). Holding up well; 
big sag night ‘Take a Chance’ 
opened, but thereafter snapped back. 
Figured around $13,000. Sticking 
chances favorable. 


‘Her Majesty the Widow,’ Cort 
(C-1,100; $2.20) (4th week). Moved 
into Ralph Kettering’s Garrick Sun- 
day. Last week at Cort estimated 
under $3,000. 


‘Hired Husband,’ Studebaker (F- 
1,250; $2.20) (4th week). Around 
€2,500. Cheap to operate. Goes to 
Cort July 23. 

‘Take a Chance,’ Erlanger (M-1,- 
318; $3.30) (2d week). Only the 
price is against this one. Marvelous 
renga Olsen and Johnson local 
avs. 





national debt to many a Chicagoan. 
First week quoted at $20,000. 
‘Tomorrow Turns Back,’ Selwyn 
(D-1,086; $1.10) (3d week). Slashed 
prices to $1 because house not al- 
lowed to issue cut rates. Cheap 
scale reported to have helped some, 
but whether attraction can survive 
problematic. Around $3,000. 


Hipp Opera’s Outdoor 
Date Goes Raincheck 


Pop scaled grand opera organiza- 
tion holding forth at the Hippo- 
drome to the best business on 
Broadway, was forced to postpone 
its first out of doors date Sunday 
(16) at the Newark stadium be- 
cause of the morning downpour and 
murky afternoon, Day was a total 
loss to the beach resorts. 

Newark enclosure has a capacity 
of 24,500, the highest priced seats 
being on the field for the operatic 
presentation. Date is now set for 
next Sunday (23). Opera is in- 











definite at the Hipp, arrangement 
calling for a week to week, in case 
attendance drops abruptly. 





‘Husband’ for a ‘Widow’ 
Is Chi Cort Exchange 


Chicago, July 17. 
‘Hired Husband’ moves into the 
Cort July 23, having given notice to 
the Studebaker. Cut-rate attraction 
figures a better chance for sticking 
at the cheaper house and minus 
compulsery orchestra. Has been do- 
ing around $2,500 at Studebaker. 
Pauline Frederick show, ‘Her 
Majesty, the Widow,’ meanwhile is 
leaving the Cort for the Garrick in 
a deal made by Ralph Kettering 
with Morris Herbert of the company 
from the Pacific coast. ‘Widow’ has 
been going poorly, with the star said 
not to be taking any salary last 
couple of weeks. 


97 PLAYS IN REP 








being considered. The contracts ex- 
pire Sept. 1. Some revisions are 
Future Plays anticipated, the changes probably 
ee mostly applying to working condi- 
tions, Which are a subject of criti- 
‘Carrots and Peas,’ musical by | ¢jem by managers 
Mitchell Hodges, Fred Ford and The committee which visited NIRA 
Will Irwin, will be put into rehearsal | quarters last week was made up of | 
in August for a Philadelphia tryout. | pr. Henry Moskowitz, executive | 
‘The O’Flynn,’ with music by Jas.!secretary of the Theatre League 
Honeer, will be given production by | birocs ; -_ He: 
‘guun, also of the munagers body 


Philadelphia, July 17. 
Th Hedgerow theatre in Rose 
Vall idds ti $7th play to its 
repert« tonight (Monday). The 
play i Love and Geography,’ by 
Bjornstjerne LBjornson, 
Tran ed into English by Ed- 


for 


But that $3.30 looks like the, 


$0 Top Song Take a lnc’ 
Fashion Show 
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Cable Address: 


*VARIETY'S’ LONDON OFFICE, 8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 
VARIETY, LONDON; Telephone Temple Bar 5041-5042 
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FOREIGN SHOW 
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*‘VARIETY’S PARIS Representative, Hotel des Saints 
65 rue des Saints Peres, Cable Address: VYARINEWS, PARIS 
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London Importing 





London, July 8. 

Charles Clore, lessee of the Prince 
of Wales’ theatre, a comparative 
newcomer to show business, has en- 
gaged Josephine Baker to play 
London. Several people tried, with 
Jimmy Bryson, late Universal head 
here, at one time claiming he had 
the colored star hooked up. 

Clore has leased the Prince Ed- 
ward theatre, a beautiful new 
house, slightly off location, which 
has experienced tough luck since it 
was built. Arrangement is for the- 
atre owners to get 20% of the in- 
‘take, with Baker, who brings 20 
people with her, including band, 
given 40%, with $6,400 guarantee. 
Andre Randall will play opposite 
Baker. With cast numbering around 
50, the overhead looks pretty hefty. 
Guarantee is for a month. 

Show will be practically the same 
as currently at Casino de Paris, 


and is due to open Oct. 2. 


Calloway for London 


Jack Hylton and Irving Mills 
have practically cinched a deal with 
the Palladium management to bring 
Cab Calloway and band over here 
for a special stage show, to include 
the original Cotton Club revue. 

Show due to open middle of Sep- 
tember at the Palladium, and will 
stay eight weeks. This means the 
postponement of another ‘Crazy’ 
season, which was scheduled about 
same time. 


Woolf Out of Danger 


Charles M. Woolf, deputy chair- 
man and joint managing director of 
Gaumont-British, was taken seri- 
ously ill, suffering from a_ burst 
tumor. His condition was so bad 
he had to undergo blood transfu- 
sion, but he is now reported to be 
out of danger. 
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Boswells London Hit 

The long-heralded Boswell Sis- 
ters made their London debut suc- 
cessfully at the Palladium July 3, 

doubling at the Cafe de Paris. 
At the Cafe de Paris they did 35 
Uminutes to fine reception. The cafe 
was sold out, despite the manage- 
ment adding $1 to the price of the 
supper. The girls are there for a 
fortnight and after the first per- 
formance Martinus Poulsen ap- 

proached them for a hold over. 





Heir to Sunny Jarmann 

Word has been received in Lon- 
don that a son was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Francis Francis in Swit- 
zerland. The mother was formerly 
Sunny Jarmann, of musical comedy. 
She appeared in London at the Pal- 
ace in 1929. 





Stein’s Circus Picture 

Paul Stein, German film director, 
having just finished a picture for 
British International starring Bebe 
Daniels, is now casting Lady 
Eleanor Smith’s ‘The Red Wagon’ 
for B. I. P. Likelihood Lupe Velez 
will be engaged to star. Intended 
as a sort of ‘Cavalcade’ of the cir- 
cus, making it will necessitate the 
cast spending months in circuses 
all over England. It is planned as 
an elaborate production calling for 
an expenditure of about $300,000. 

This will be the last Stein will 
direct under B. I. P., as he is the 
head of the newly formed Guild- 
hall Films, Ltd., with a capital of 
$50,000. Company was originally 
formed to make a picturization of 
‘Dubarry’ starring Anny Ahlers, 
and with the tragic death of the 
star, the services of Gitta Alpar, 
who created the role on the Conti- 
nent, were sought. Negotiations 
fell through, as Alpar demanded ex- 
travagant terms. The Dubarry idea 
has not been given up, and it is 
likely Stein will look to America 
for his leading woman. 











Ambrose Out of Mayfair 

Harry Roy and his band have 
been engaged by Sir Francis Towle 
for the Mayfair hotel opening Aug. 
1. Roy replaces Bert Ambrose, who 
has been at the Mayfair for six 
years. 

The Roy band comes from the 
Cafe Anglais, terminating the en- 
gagement there, due to Martinus 
Poulsen wanting the leader to cut 
the aggregation from 14 to seven 
during the summer, and Roy con- 
tending it would injure his broad- 
casting reputation. The Cafe An- 
glais’ new band will be Billy Ger- 
hardi from the Empress Rooms. 


South Africa 


By Harry Hansen 


I End a 





Capetown, June 20. 

Aron Polliack, founder and head 
of H. Polliack and Co., Ltd., music 
firm of Capetown and Johannes- 
burg, died June 12, aged 73. 

Came from Russia about 1900, 
opening a music shop in Capetown. 
Eventually with his sons, Herman 
and John, the business was extend- 

_ed by opening a head establish- 
ment in Johannesburg. The firm is 
South African agents for Columbia 
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Show at $6,400 a Week Guarantee 
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gramaphones and records. Widow, 
three sons and two daughters sur- 
vive. 





George Galloti, a member of the 
‘Desert Song’ company, playing in 
Capetown, married Nina Maratos, 
non-professional, of Capetown, June 
12 


“~* 





J. C. Williamson, Ltd., Gilbert 
and Sullivan Operatic Company 
opened June 12 at the Theatre 
Royal, Durban, Natal, with ‘The 
Mikado.’ 


Closing Night Clubs 

With the reports that the South 
African Parliament will shortly in- 
troduce a bill to close down night 
clubs, managers of these resorts in 
Johannesburg are up in arms. Con- 
tend that the clubs have large 
memberships (one has 2,000), in- 
cluding many of the leading resi- 
dents. To close down the clubs 
would mean the dismissal of hun- 
dreds of employees. As regards 
gambling, that will be carried on 
anywhere, they argee, whether Par- 
liament closes the clubs or not. 








‘Desert Song’ 
Backed by an excellent vocal 
chorus, well-balanced voices, and 
fine singing by the leading char- 
acters, this musical play is doing 
good business at the Opera House, 


Capetown. The producer is Philip 
L. Levard. In the cast are: George 
Lane, comedian; Franklyn Tilton, 


Leonard Bur-hell, Harry Hambleton 
and Lola Waring. Albert Keats han- 
dled the orchestra. Attraction closed 
June 17, in spite of the show doing 
well. The outfit did not go on to 
Durban, Port Elizabeth and other 
towns as expected. The principals 
return to England. Sudden decision 
was a surprise and rumors say it 
had something to do with the South 
African performing rights. 


National of Budapest 
Under Reform Regime 








Budapest, July 3. 
State-subsidized National Theatre 
had its worst season ever, under the 
management of Laszlo Markus, for- 
merly director and stage manager 
of the Opera House. 

Markus declared at the outset 
that he did not consider himself 
responsible for the failures of this 
season, which had been prepared by 
his predecessor. He would show 
what he can do during the forth- 
coming season. But when the Min- 
istry of Finance refused to pay for 
last season’s deficit and decreed that 
its amount should be deducted from 
the theatre’s subsidy for the com- 
ing season, Markus declared he 
couldn’t take the responsibility and 
resigned. 

Minister of Education has now 
appointed Ceza Voinovich to man- 
age the theatre. Voinovich, aesthete 
and literary highbrow, has written 
several historical plays. He is a 
man of literary taste and discrim- 
ination, but whether he is the man 
destined to set the National on its 
feet again remains to be seen. Most 
people doubt it. 

Voinovich’s title is not that of 
director or manager, but he has been 
appointed ‘government commissary,’ 
which title probably gives him 
power to dismiss a number of ac- 
tors whose salary weighs heavily 
upon the budget. National Theatre 
actors are entitled to pensions. That 
is one of the reasons of financial 
difficulties. 


Last Brussels Vaude 
Theatre Gives It Up 


Brussels, July 6. 

Palais d’'Ete, Brussels’ only music- 
hall, has gone dark. Management 
announces reopening for September 
but this is questioned. Within a 
stone’s throw of Palais are more 
than 20 cinemas with most modern 
of all, Eldorado, 3,000 seats, opening 
recently. 

Palais’ top was 26 cent for 3-hour 
program with house rarely more 
than half full while film places give 
two-hours entertainment at 43 
cents top and do excellent business. 


13 HOUSES IN 
PARIS CLOSED 


Paris, July 8. 
As is customary in Paris, after 
the Grande Semaine, the week which 
marks the height of the racing, 
social and special attraction events, 
the summer has set in with a ven- 
geance, and one by one, the thea- 
tres are closing. 
The Monte Carlo Ballet and the 
Ballet of 1933 have both departed 
for London limited engagements and 
Balieff will take his ‘Chauve Souris’ 
company on tour in South America. 
‘Plays which have folded in the 
past few days are: SBernstein’s 
‘Bonheur’ which will reopen in Sept., 
‘Trois-et-Une, the Denys-Amiel 
comedy at the Saint-Georges, which 
ran for 290 performances, ‘Marius,’ 
a revival at the Theatre de Paris, 
‘La Femme en Blanc,’ Marcel Ach- 
ard’s success with Gaby Morlay and 
Pierre Fresnay at the Michel, sched- 
uled to return in the fall, ‘La Fille a 
Levy’ at the Sarah Bernhardt, 
‘Knock’ at the Champs-Elysees 
Comedy, ‘Yvette et Ses Enfants’ at 
the Champs Elysees Studio. Fran- 
cis de Croisset’s ‘Le Vol Nuptial’ at 
the Michodiere, and several others. 
In all, 18 of the established theatres 
have closed for the summer. 
Among the attractions keeping 
open throughout the hot spell are: 
‘L’Auberge du Cheval Blanc,’ the 
French adaptation of Hans Muller’ 
operetta, still going strong though 
im its 10th month of popularity; 
Franz Lehar’s ‘Le Pays du Sourire,’ 
another outstanding long-run at the 
Gaite-Lyrique, the Grand Guignol 
one-act thrillers—house returns ’o 
this policy after trying out a couple 
of full length comedies—‘La Demois- 
elle de Mamers’ at the Palais- Royal, 
‘Oh, Papa,’ operetta by Andre Barde 
and Maurice Yvain which has just 
celebrated its 200th performance at 
the Nouveautes, ‘Lundi 8 Heures,’ 
(Dinner at Eight’) at the Ambas- 
sadeurs, and Paul Gavault’s ‘Le 
Paradis Perdu’ at the Athenee. As 
usual, the Folies-Bergere and Casino 
de Paris revues will continue. 

Of the new productions for July, 
‘Peyches et Cie,’ a comedy of Bor- 
deaux types by Gaston Rullier, looks 
promising, having received a favor- 
able send-off by press and public at 
its recent opening at the Renais- 
sance. Petrolini, the Italian actor, 
has extended his brief engagement 
in repertory from two to three weeks 
and has been widely acclaimed. 
Richard Tauber and his Viennese 
company in ‘Dreimaderlhaus’ have 
likewise prolonged their run at the 
Porte-Saint-Martin for a_ third 
week, 

Only important opening scheduled 
for next few days is ‘La Dame du 
Wagon Lit’ (‘The Lady of the Sleep- 
ing Car’) at the Varietes, a comedy 








by Claude Gevel. 





German Ban on Stage-Screen Combo 








Proposal Designed to Level Off All Enter- 
tainment Types 





Berlin, July 6. 

Newest thing is a proposed law 
to do away with stage shows in film 
houses. Not made official yet, but 
protests from all sides and con- 
sternation among vaude actors over 
here because on the face of it sev- 
eral thousand vaudeville actors 
would be thrown out of employ- 
ment. 6 


Government's proposal to do away 
with the stage entertainment in con- 
junction with pictures is in line with 


the policy of eliminating too much 
competition in theatres which stifles 
the smaller houses. Double features 
were banned as a first move in this 





direction and exhibitors were at the 
same time ordered to keep uniform 
entrance fees, with cutting pro- 
hibited. 

Idea now is that vaudeville and 
pictures can each stand on its own 
and must not be allowed to over- 
lap because a theatre on vaudfilm 
policy is too much competition for 
a straight picture house that may 
not have the capacity to cope with 
such a thing. 

Possible that some of the actors 
thus put out of work will find work in 
straight vaudeville, but still figured 
that a goodly number of acts will 





have to find other means of liveli- 


Outstanding Programs 


(Continued from page 61) 
Merle Alcock, soprano, 9-9:30 p.m., WMCA-WPCH. 





Merle Johnston’s Saxophone Quartet and Pauline Alpe i : 
8 p.m., WOR. pert, pianist, 7:45< 


Friday (July 21) 


Harold Stern’s orchestra, 8:45-9 p.m., WOR (Crystal Corp.), 





Olive Kline, soprano; Sol Shapiro, conducting, 9-9:30 p.m., WMCA., 





Commonwealth Opera Co., Gabriel Sineoni, conducting, fr 
Washington Stadium, 10-11 p.m., WMCA. ’ g, from George 


Saturday (July 22) 


WOR Little Symphony orchestra, Philip James condu 
Atel, harpist, 8-9 p.m., WOR. “ are Sree Chee 
andler Goldthwaite, organ recital, with John B : 
11 pam, wom e, arney, baritone, 10:30- 
il re . . . . 
wer with Sylvia Miller, Madeline Hardy, Elmo Russ, 9:15-9:30, 





Sunday (July 23) 


ae Aaronson orchestra from Riis Park, Long Island, 7-7.30 p.m., 
Woodbury revue, with Roxanne and her orche i 
Jack Arthur, 7.30-8 p.m., WOR. RRP OR See mean 


Red Lacquer and Jade, George Shackl Bas 
paguaion ose oak ek: 9 ackley, directing, il Ruysdael, 


Margaret Anglin Presents, with Chandler Gol ome 
p.m., WOR. ’ Goldthwaite, organist, 6:3u-7 


Choir Invisible, Vera Osborne, Annette Simpson, Veronica Wiggins, 


John Qhine, David Croswell, G O'Bri ing; 
Shackley, directing, 8:30-9 p.m., wok aaron Aaen Meetings ware 
Modern American Composers, Lambros Callimahos, flutist; Vivian 


Fine, pianist, 8-8:30, WEVD. 


Monday (July 24) 


‘Back Stage’ with Boris Morros from P. 
chestra and soloists, 8.30-9 p.m., WOR. POR ae ar ee ee 
Alfred Wallenstein’s Sinfonetta, Veronica Wiggins, soloist, 10:30-11 


P.m., WOR, 
CHICAGO 
(July 19 to 25) 


(All Time CDST) 
Wednesday (July 19) 


Quinn Ryan at the Fair, 6:45-7 p.m., WGN. Dod - - 

ae Fe A sgpesen od & Ryan agency). a ee 
ahn's orchestra with Fritz Clark, 7-7:17 p.m., WBBM. Also Fri. 

and Mon, (Dr. Bobo’s Laxative) (Gunther-Bradford agency). 

Palace Theatre Varieties with RKO vaude acts, 8:45-9 p.m., WMAQ, 

(Staged by John Joseph and NBC production staff). 

Francis X. Bushman, film gossip, 10-10:15 a.m. WGN. Also every 

other week day. 











Thursday (July 20) 


Happiness House, with Jean Paul King, Pe Davis, WBBM, 10 
a.m. (Household Finance) (Charles Daniel Fry p a - Mey ” a 


Friday (July 21) 


Ben Bernie orchestra, WENR-NBC, 11-11:30 a.m. Pabstette Cheese. 
Supplementary to night program for same company’s malt, (Premier 
Pabst Sales Co.) (Matteson-Fogarty-Jordon agency), 


Sunday (July 23) 


Chicago A Capella Choir with Nobl ; i ae. 
(sustaining), oble Cain, WENR-NBC, 3:30-4 p.m, 








Monday (July 24) 


Singing Lady (Irene Wicker), daily except Sat.-Sun., WGN-NBC, 4:30 
4:45 p.m, (Kellogg’s Corn Flakes) (N. W. Ayer agency). 


LOS ANGELES 


(July 21 to 28) 


(All Time PST) 

Al Pearce and His Gang, KFI, 2-2:30 p.m., variety program every after« 
noon excepting Sunday. Sustaining. 

‘In Laws,’ KFAC, 6:45-7 p.m., comedy serial every evening but Sune 
days. (Auburn-Cord). 

‘Hon. Archie and Frank Watanabe, KNX, comedy serial, 7-7:15 p.m., 
every evening but Sundays. (Marion R. Gray Co.) 

‘Globe Headlines, KHJ, newspaper serial, 8-8:15 p.m. Tues., Wed., 
Thurs. and Fri. (Globe Mills) (Dan B. Miller), 


. Saturday (July 22) 


Hollywood Bowl Concert, KFI, 8:15-10 p.m. Sustaining, 
KNX Varieties, KNX, 8-9 p.m. Revue with Jack Carter. 
Amateur Night, KMTR, 9-10 p.m. Sustaining, 


Sunday (July 23) 


English Coronets; KFWB serial dramatization of English history, 9- 
9:30 p.m. (Barker Bros.) (Ray Alden agency). 

Franco Hi-Jinks, KFWB, 8-9 p.m., variety program with Johnny Mur- 
ray, Vivian Knight, Nelson and Knight. (Franco Bakery). 


Monday (July 24) 


Blue Monday Jamboree, KHJ (from KFRC, San Francisco), 8-10 p.m. 
(Shell Oil Co.). 

‘Makers of History,’ KFI, dramatization, 8 to 8:30 p.m. (Puritas Water) 
(McCarthy Co.). 





Sustaining. 


uM 





Tuesday (July 25) 


Lone Indian, KFWB, 7:30-7:45. Robert Callahan narrator of Indian 
stories, with Indians as singing background. (Walkers.) 


Wednesday (July 26) 


Grocers’ Basket of Fun, KNX, 8-9 p.m. Variety show with Jack Carter. 
(Independent Retail Grocers of So. Cal.). 


Thursday (July 27) 


Drums of France, KFWB, 8-8:30 p.m. Dramatization of French his- 
tory.)(O’Keefe and Merrit) (Emil Brischacher and Assoc.). 


Friday (July 28) 


KHJ, 8:30-9 p.m. Semi-classical 














Tapestries of Life, orchestration. 





hood, 


(Forest Lawn). 
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Unemployed Benefits 


That group of former and pres- 
ent newspaper scribes which got to- 
gether about a month ago to raise 
geome funds for the aid of their 
brethren in need, has decided to 
keep the undertaking going per- 
manently. The movement has been 
incorporated as Unemployed of the 
Press, and will continue to do what 
it can to alleviate conditions among 
{indigent ex-newspapermen. 

Group arrangeé a Gala Day Rac- 
ing at Belmont Park, which netted 
gomething like $2,000. Money is be- 
ing used to feed, clothe or return to 
their homes such former news 
scribes who are badly in need of 
this aid. 

Honorary president of Unem- 
ployed of the Press is Irvin S. Cobb. 
Chairman of the board is Harry J. 
Prudden, with other active workers 
Julian Mason, Alvin I. Von Bent- 
huysen, Hal Lanigan, Robert S&. 
Ament and Edgar S. Sisson. 

Ament, former ‘World’ man, who 
recently turned magazine publisher, 
has donated free desk space in his 
offices for the use of Unemployed 
of the Press. Sisson, noted news- 
paperman and former city editor of 
the Chicago ‘American,’ among 
other sheets, is temporarily direct- 
ing activities of the organization, 
also without recompense. 

It is Sisson’s idea, and one upon 
which he is working just now, that 
the ideal relief measure is for the 
various papers about town to take 
care of their own editorial men 
whose services were dispensed with 
through no fault of their own. Sis- 
son would like to see working hoyfrs 
and pay so adjusted on the various 
dailies that the men can be brought 
back into the fold. 

Sisson is reported to have 
broached the idea to Julian S. Ma- 
son, the ‘Post’ editor, who is said 
to have promised to take it up with 
the heads of the other dailies in 
town. Should the plan be adopted 
it will minimize the work of Unem- 
p-oyed of the Press, and perhaps 
obviate the need of the organization 
entirely. This is what is strongly 
hoped for. 

Besides its relief work, Unem- 
ployed of the Press is seeking to 
procure jobs for unemployed but 
worthy newspapermen, these with- 
out any fee or obligation. There has 
been some success thus far, particu- 
larly of temporary replacements 
during the vacation periods. 





Explaining Abba Dabba 


*VaRIETY’S’ use of language has al- 
Ways worried British newspapers 
some but never so much as with the 
word ‘abba dabba.’ “The Era,’ Brit- 
ish show trade paper, especially, 
upset on the meaning of the word 
asked Dave Bader, in London for 
Universal, to explain it. 

Dave's explanation follows: 


‘Abba Dabba’—The Truth 


You asked me to translate ‘abba 
d@abba,’ which,.as you know, goes 
back to ancient Greece, in all her 
glory. 

There is a story told of a famous 
philosopher, who, whenever he 
wanted to amaze the bewildered 
throng that crowded around him 
each day to hear some of his bril- 
liant sayings, would use the words 
‘abba dabba’ whenever someone 
confused him with a question. Said 
crowd were so impressed by this 
unusual, pleasant-sounding word 
that they took it for granted that 
said philosopher was speaking a 
language they did not understand, 
and, like many persons going mad 
on opera they do not understand, 
they made ‘abba dabba’ a household 
word, The elite, who themselves 
did not know what it meant, took it 
up and confused their less in- 
telligent friends, who were com- 
pletely dazzled by this strange, 
lovely word. 

I trust this explains the origin 
and history of this ‘crazy-month 
word,’ and I am sure you now un- 
derstand what ‘abba dabba’ means, 
and if you wish to dazzle any of 
your friends over the week-end 
Simply say.—Yours, ‘abba dabba- 
Deringly,’ 

DAVID BADER. 

(Mr. Bader is probably confusing 
an American slang term with the 
origin of the mystical word ‘Abra- 
Cadabra,.’—Editor, ‘The Era.’) 





Her Confessions 

What shapes up in script form as 
one of the most sensational books in 
the cycle of Hollywood inside stories 
is Betty Compson’s ‘Hollywood and 
I’ Miss Compson’s yarn, told in the 
first person, covers her 18 years in 
Pictures with ultra-frank style. She 
doesn’t hesitate to mention right 
names, 

; Actress deals with the men in her 
life, listing them as Horace Davey, 
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an early Universal director; George 


.eane The Final Cut 


Tucker, Walter M 
why « a orosco, - r » 
James Cruze, Hugh ever ant Action of the Woolworth stores in 


taking on fiction ‘remainders,’ the 
term for $2 novels disposed of at cut 
rates, for sale at 25c per volume, ! 
has fomented a price-cutting war | 
on remainders. Liggett drug stores, | 
pioneers in the remainder thing, has 
cut its price of fiction to 17 cents. 
More than likely now that the 
United Cigar stores, which also 
handle book remainders, will meet 
the Liggett price cut, or cut even 
deeper. 

Remainders handled by these huge 
outlets are unused books of fiction, 
in their original wrappers, some of 
them published at the usual $2 price 
as little as a year ago. 

Retail booksellers, who have re- 
ported business as getting tough 
and tougher the past few seasons, 
are regarding the price-cutting war 
on the remainders with apprehen- 
sion. 


Grant Withers. As the wife of 
Cruze, and mistress of their Flint- 
ridge estate, she became one of the 
most liberal and popular hostesses 
in film society, with parties that 
lasted for days almost continuously 
in progress. . 

From her inside track on film 
events, Miss Compson gives her own 
versions of the Roscoe Arbuckle, 
Wallace Reid and William Desmond 
Taylor cases. 

Edward Churchill, press agent 
and writer, ghosted for Miss Comp- 
son. 

Sears Publishing Co. and Grossett 
& Dunlap are dickering to publish 
the book. 





Trying to Collect 


Attempts are being made to col- 
lect three-year-old judgments, won 
in libel suits against Fred G. Bon- 
fils, the late publisher of the Denver 
‘Post.’ Judgments were obtained in 
Kansas City in 1930 by Florence 
Gaston an. Frank C. Seested of the 
Kansas City ‘Star’ for $32,500 and 
$125,000 against Bonfils and the 
Kansas City ‘Post,’ which he and his 
late partner, Harry H. Tammen, 
formerly operated. 

Before the judgments were col- 
lected the Kansas City ‘Post’ was 
sold. According to papers filed in 
federal court in Denver it is alleged 
that $1,250,000 revenue from the sale 
was vrongfully removed by Bonfils 
and others. 

After the death of Bonfils a mo- 
tion was filed in federal court to 
have executors of the Bonfils estate 
made defendants in the suit. The 
executors have asked th» court to 
deny this, and the court took it un- 
der advisement. 


+. 


For the Record 


Just to straighten things out, J. 
BE. Flynn writes that Tower maga- 
zine has not copied ‘Red Book’ in 
using full length novels in its mag. 
It used full lengths back in 1929, 
but it was probably Lippincotts 
who back in 1880 used the first full 
length novel; incidentally Oscar 
Wilde’s ‘Dorian Gray’ was the first 
so published. 

He adds that the Tower co. did 
not print and issue a supplement 
with the novel. Pressure of adver- 
tising made it necessary often to 
cut to novelette length to prevent 
too great a bulk. A study of for- 
eign mags brought the _ solution. 
‘Die Dame’ used two grades of 
paper to give compactness and so 
Tower also uses a thinner paper, 
which contrast probably accounts 
for the mistaken belief that it was 
an afterthought. 





German Writers’ Out or In 

According to Viking Press, which 
publishes over here in translation 
the work of most of the leading 
German scribblers, those against 
whom the ban is up in Germany, 
now have elsewhere to turn to for 
the original publication of their 
books. 

Querido, the Dutch publishing 
house located in Amsterdam, has 
established a German-language de- 
partment under the direction of one, 
Landshoff. This Landshoff, formerly 
a German publisher, had to quit his 
land along with a number of scrib- 
blers. Landshoff has already en- 
gaged Querido Arnold Zweig, Lion 
Feuchtwanger and Joseph Roth, to 
name the best known of the Ger- 
man literary expatriates. 





Fun or Else 


Another pamphlet publishing 
house, called the Humor and Satire 
Publishing Co. Invited many of the 
left-wing scribblers to contribute to 
what will be, as the name of the 
organization indicates, a series of 
pamphlets in a humorous and 
satirical vein. 

Initial publication of the new con- 
cern will be ‘In Gold We Trust,’ by 
Larry Harr. It’s illustrated by 
Gropper. 








Catholic Mag Clash 


Difference of opinion between the 
publishers of ‘Truth,’ the Catholic 
mag, and the International Catholic 
Truth Society, of which it has been 
the official organ, has caused a 
severance of relations between the 
two. 

‘Truth’ will continue without any 
ties, while the society will publish 
its own mag, to be called ‘Light.’ 
The Rev. Dr. Edward Lodge Curran, 
head of the International Catholic 
Truth Society, will edit ‘Light.’ 





Circus Blog 


Bert J. Shipman, old-time circus 
manager, has written a story of his 
circus experience. It will be pub- 
lished in September in Los Angeles, 
as ‘Hey, Rube.’ 

Shipman, now manager of the 
Masonic Temple in Hollywood, 
trouped with the Frank Bostock 
circus, Lemen Brothers, Sells and 
Downs, Gollmar Brothers, John 
Robinson, Cole Brothers, Hagen- 
beck-Wallace, Circle D Ranch, 
Sells-Floto, Coop and Lent, Howe’s 
London Shows, Van Amberg Cir- 
cus and other tent outfits. He han- 
dled the front door for the Barnum 
and Bailey show on its ill-fated 
European tour. At various other 
times he has owned tricks of his 
own. His circus experience carries 
him through 50 years. 





, Mann’s Own 


Joseph Mann has left Bernarr 
Macfadden’s organization to publish 
on his own. Mann’s current plans 
are for a couple of sexy fiction pulp 
mags, ‘New York Nights’ and an- 
other, the title for which has not 
been selected as yet, and which will 
appear late in August carrying an 
October dateline. 

Operating as the Bow-Man Pub- 
lishing Corp., Mann, who also used 
to edit ‘Prize Story Magazine’ at 
one time, is his own editor. 





Landed in London 


After American publishers were 
afraid to take a mystery story that 
had the Prince of Wales as one of 
its characters, fearing international 
harm and killing of sales in Eng- 
land, the yarn was accepted by 
Denis Archer of London. He was 
the first British publisher the au- 
thor submitted the story to. 

Smith first offered his mystery 
story to a half dozen American 
pubs. Its locale is chiefly Long Is- 





C-F’s $ Reprints 

Covici-Friede is going in for dol- 
lar reprints with a bright lineup of 
sex classics. Most of them derive 
from the writings of Aretino and 
Catullus, a couple of oldtimers who 
have been ranked with—or as rank 
as—Rabelais and Boccaccio. Some 
of the original editions of their 
works, brought out when the book 
biz was extremely bright, used to 
sell for as high as $18 a volume. 

The dollar reprints will have even 
flashier covers than the originals. 


years back. 





Mrs. Hersey’s Job 
Mrs. Merle W. Hersey has re- 
| joined the Merwil Publishing Co. 
She will edit the revived ‘Police 
Gazette,’ among other duties. te- 








managing editor, as she is of the 
Cabots and Lowells clan. 
Pratt’s Majorca Jam 

A V. P. dispatch published in the 
N. Y¥. Eve. Sun Monday (17) night 
dwelt upon the anti-foreign senti- 
ment in Majorca, reputed artists 
colony, having been intensified by a 
threat on the person of Theodore 
Pratt, American author. Pratt is 
currently residing at Palma on the 
island of Majorca and has been 
working on some articles dealing 
with Majorean life and morals. One 
of these is in the current ‘American 
Mercury.’ 
Pratt hails from New York and 
for a time was an editorial con- 
tributor to ‘Variety’ on little the- 
atres. 
The now famous artists’ colony of 
Majorca has been in the public 
prints quite a little in connection 
with the jam which five Americans 
now find themselves through as- 
saulting a civil guard. The lynch- 
ing threat on Pratt’s person had 
nothing to do with that particular 
imbroglio, his personal situation be- 
ing oceasioned strictly through his 
literary activities. 





Liquor Trade Paper 


Edward Milter, publisher of 
‘Gotham Life,’ the hotel giveaway, 
making plans to get out a new trade 
paper in association with Louis L. 
Cron. The publication will be called 
‘Beer and Wine Retailer.’ 

Will be the first trade paper to 
cover the wine angle, anyhow. 





Sullivan in Boston 


Edward Dean Sullivan, Chicago 
newspaperman and author, has 
joined the editorial staff of the Bos- 
ton ‘American’ and ‘Stinday Adver- 
tiser.’ 

Sullivan is to serve as ‘idea man.’ 
He was formerly on Hearst papers 
in the west, 





Society Ed Weds 

Katherine Maroney, society editor 
of the ‘Rocky Mountain News,’ Den- 
ver, was married Saturday (15) to 
Frank Freeman, civil engineer. Anne 
New, society editor of the Denver 
‘Morning Post’ during its existence, 
succeeds her. 





Chatter 
Howard Hall, whose ‘Cinema Di- 


gest’ folded a month ago, has 
started a new trade pamphlet, 
‘Cinema Hall Marks.’ It unveiled 


July 10. John C. Moffit continues 
as a contributor. 

Dick Watts, ‘Herald-Tribune’ pic- 
ture critic, just back from a month’s 
visit to Russia, and liked it. 

That Greta Garbo piece in the 
current ‘Red Book’ ghosted by Jack 
Campbell. 

Whit Burnett, editor of 
off to a home visit in Utah. 
Rita Weiman is quietly working 
on a novel while taking it easy in 
Westport. It'll be her first, all her 
past work being concentrated on 
plays and short stories. 

S. Fowler Wright, the English 
scribbler, here, and will go to Holly- 
wood, as what scribbler doesn’t? 

Maxwell Bodenheim, stranded by 
the Liveright collapse, hooked up 
with Macaulay. 

Mazo de la Roche back in her na- 
tive Canada after five years in Eng- 
land. 

When Richard Aldington’s ‘All 
Men Are Enemies’ is published here 
it will have those passages which 


‘Story,’ 





land, visited by the Prince a few} 


had to be cut out of the English 
edition. 

It was George S. Kaufman who 
suggested to Samuel Goldwyn that 
he take George S. Oppenheimer on 
his writing staff. Now Goldwyn 
wants Oppenheimer to stay on the 
coast for a time, with the result 
that Oppenheimer has resigned from 
Viking Press, of which he was an 
official since it started. 

Phoebe Atwood Taylor has 
changed publishers, and has brought 
her new book to Norton. It used to 
be Bobbs, Merrill. 

Bennett Cerf, having taken some 
of the Liveright scribblers, now has 
Saxe Commins, the former Liveright 
editorial man, too. 











Editor Passes ports that Mrs. Hersey is getting 
James H. Nolan, 44, newspaper) out a new mag on her own, to be 


Marie Belloc Lowndes comes over 
in October for another visit. 
Horace Liveright on the air with | 


a series of literary reminiscences |} 





man, died July 11 in the Pasadena, called ‘Gun Law,’ are unfounded. 
Calif., hospital following an inter-}‘Gun Law’ is to be published by | 
nal hemorrhage. Deceased was edi-| Fred Lee. 
tor-manager of the Santa Monica, | jee 
Calif., ‘Labor Journal.’ There are no Lauding an Ultra 
Known survivors. | Mrs. Francis Lee Higginson, Jr., 
—, |Back Bay society woman, hit over | 
Tantalizing 'the radio and famous in and around 
Customary two-week vacations for | Boston, Sunday (16) became identi- 
employees of the Los Angeles | fied with the Boston ‘Sunday Adver- 
‘Times’ are out this summer. Mem- | tiser’ as woman's page editor. Her 
bers of the staff grit their teeth | articles, because of her prominence, 
every time the daily publishes one|are expected to be a circulation 
‘vacation joys’ editorial booster. Hiring her on is regarded 


o* those 
jas quite a coup for Jack Malloy, 








cartoons. 


as an advance build-up for their | 





singer to take a vacash. } 






Film Code 


(Continued from page 7) 


pictures delivered where bookings 
are not definite. 
Shoitts by Themselves 


Short subjects not to be a con- 
dition of sale for feature rentals or 
vice versa. Delinquency in dating 
shorts shall not justify the with- 
holding of features or the reverse. 
Preferential treatment to chains 
shall be construed as unfair. 


Threats of theatre competition by 
distributor, by building or other- 
wise, to gain increased rentals shall 
be prohibited. 

No distributor employee shall use 
his position to prevent free and 
competitive buying of product by a 
competitor theatre. 

Exhibitor with selective contracts, 
providing for the rejection of a cer- 
tain percentage of a distributor's 
output shall express such desire 
within 21 days following the dating 
of such not desired pictures, other- 
wise the picture shall be deemed 
to have been booked. 

Distributors may. not oversell to 
a theatre which evidently intends to 
keep films from other theatres, nor 
may an exhibitor contract for more 
pictures than he properly can expect 
to use. 

Combinations to allocate product 
with a view to keeping down rentals 
shall not be entered into by theatres. 
It shall be unfair practice to dis- 
close rental prices with the object of 
enabling another exhibitor to obtain 
lower rentals. 


No Evasion 


Transfer of ownership or posses- 
sion of a theatre to escape uncome- 
pleted contracts is forbidden. 

Distributors shall refuse to permit 
the exhibition of their product at 
unreasonably low prices in theatres 
in competition with others charging 
a reasonable sum. 

In contracts for groups of 10 or 
more pictures, the exhibitor shall 
have the right to cancel up to 15% 
without payment therefore. 

Substitution of play, star or direc- 
tor forbidden, and made mandatory 
on the distributor to give theatres 
reasonably early notice of such 
changes or substitutions. 

No score charges, present con- 
tracts excepted. 

Non-theatrical accounts are un- 
fair competition and not to be sup- 
plied by the distributor or theatre. 

In a broad sense the Hays code to 
be followed in advertising and ex- 
ploitation with eight points specific- 
ally mentioned including nudity, 
profanity and other vio'ations of 
good taste. 

No picture on subsequent run to 
be advertised by that house until 
it has cleared the prior run, except 
where so stipulated in the zoning 
agreement locally made. 


No Cheating 


No rebates, etc. to reduce the ad- 
vertised admission prices. No pro- 
hibition against advancing or re- 
ducing scale within reason. 

No double featuring in towns 
where a majority of the exhibitors 
are opposed to such practise. Fea- 
tures are designated as of. 3,000 feet 
or more in length. 

No bicycling, nor shall previews 
be given without permission in 
writing from the distributor. 

Duping, in same or smaller size, 
or use of print for television, broad- 
casting or any other purpose than 
that of exhibition in the theatre for 
which the film is contracted. 

Late return or holding over withe 
out permission forbidden. 











not revealed by =< 

ANY investigation 

The story of a banker who 
ruthlessly pursued power 
and money—and, more than 
that, the delicate story of 
his three richest posses- 
sions, Patricia, Cora and 





forthcoming publication. 

Hilary D. C. Pepler, the English 
publisher, here for a spell, sails for 
|home soon. Back in the fall. 

At 75 A. E. Housman has had a| 
new book published, ‘The Name and | gg 
| Nature of Poetry.’ 

Max Miller, who covered the 
waterfront, now doing an account | 
of his boyhood, if 

Dwight [Tiske’s ‘Without Music’ | 
has gone into a second edition, | 
which has encouraged the talking | 
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Fast 


On the recommendation of a com- 
mittee appointed to investigate his 
administration, Frank W. Darling 
was ousted as director of Playland, 
Westchester County, N. Y., amuse- 
ment park. Report submitted by 
the committee stated that Darling 
had in five years collected $142,000 
in salaries and commissions and 
that he had ‘outlived his useful- 
ness.’ 








Eleanor Holm, Olympic swimmer 
and screen player, announced that 
she and Arthur Jarrett, radio 
warbler, have set five weeks hence 
as the wedding date. 





Judgment for $690 against Gilda 
Gray was taken by the American 
Historical Society, Inc., in the N. Y. 
Supreme Court for a compendium 
of American biograph which in- 
cluded a monograph on the dancer's 
life. 





Valerie Elizabeth Huff, dancer, is 
asking $250,000 from Charles Red- 
field Vose, New York broker, charg- 
ing he induced her to go through a 
phoney marriage and live with him 
while he was still married to some- 
one else. 





Samuel Barrymore Colt mixed his 
car with another in New Rochelle, 
N. Y., and came through with a 
shaking up. 





Mary Anderson DeNavarre was 
bequeathed for life the entire in- 
come from the estate of her hus- 
band, Antonio Fernando DeNavarre, 
whose American will was filed with 
the N. Y. Surrogate’s court. Value 
of the estate was formally described 
as ‘more than $5,000.’ 





Mrs. Phyllis Livingston Potter, 
social  registerite, told Justice 
Strong in the N. Y. Supreme Court 
she wouldn't decide about marrying 
Fred Astaire until she was sure the 
marriage wouldn’t interfere with 
the care of her four-year-old son 
by the previous marriage. Five 
(days later pair were married. 





Wages of the hourly rated and 
piece-work employees in the RCA- 
Victor Company take a 10% boost, 
Increase 
overs 80% of those on the payroll. 





Morton Downey, returning from 
abroad, predicted that former 
Mayor James J. Walker will soon 
be back to stage a comeback in 
New York politics. 





Body of an unidentified man was 
found on the fire escape of the RKO 
Richmond Hill theatre, Queens, by 
an usher making his ventilator- 
closing rounds. 





Ethel Barrymore Colt under an 
ap. op. in St. Louis Saturday. Is 
doing nicely. 





Quincy, Mass., solves the nude 
bathing problem. Double fences so 
knotholes will not coincide. 





Doug Fairbanks, Jr., out of the 
hospital and on the Berengaria to 
visit his father in London. 





Irene Rich’s daughter, Frances, to 
Paris to study sculpture. 





Mrs. James Barton gets that div- 
orce from the comedian. Awarded 
$75 weekly alimony. 





Movement on foot to make the 
summer home of Elisabeth Marbury 
at Mt. Vernon, Me., a_ perpetual 
memorial to her. 





Equity goes on record as favor- 
ing the recovery act and expresses 
willingness to make concessions to 
meet code demands, 





Peggy Lawton Rich suing her 
playboy pal, John L. De Ruyter for 
$250,000 breach of promise. 





Musicians’ union refuses to cut 
below $50 for concerts by unem- 
ployed players. Had asked $30 for 
Westchester concerts but upped to 
$50 when the sponsors of the idea 
took the story to the newspapers. 





Otto E. Goebel, Jerome D. Kline, 
James Cassidy, Bernard J. Flynn, 
Franklin Johnson, Jerome D. Pat- 
terson and John Elder headed for 
Lewisberg, Pa., federal prison Sat. 
They were convicted of mail fraud 











‘Bernie & Baker 


WILL REDUCE YOU 
Here’s How! Just Milk, 


on beautiful Sunny Ridge Farm, lo- 
cated in Westchester County, Harri- 
son, New York. An exclusive place for 
women who want to reduce health- 
fully. Our method rids the system 
of all acids and impurities and brings 
you down to normal weight. Phone 
Rye 1236 or SChuyler 4-4272, 


BERNIE & BAKER MILK 
FARM 


Farm, Harrison, New York 


Sunny Ridge 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 


credit for these news itens; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 
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in the promotion of the Diversified 
K’"}Jm Corp. Goebel gets five years, 
Kline and Cassidy four years each 
and the others two years. 





Issuance of letters of administra- 
tion to the widow. Addie M+Prail 
Arbuckle, in the N. Y. Surrogate’s 
Court reveals that Roscoe (Fatty) 
Art vckle left an estate of no more 
than $2,000. Wife was named as 
sole beneficiary. 

Producers of ‘Broadway Boy’ in 
April, 1932, bring suit against the 
estate of Joe Leblang for $20,000 
in the N. Y. Supreme Court. Com- 
plaint states that after leasing the 
48th Street theatre the show was 
ousted by the estate before the pro- 
ducers had a chance to dispose of 
the film rights. 





Alleged mother-in-law interfer- 
ence led Supreme Court Justice 
Schmuck in ew York to deny 
Dorothy Swankamp’s plea for $50 
a week alimony from Ray Swan- 
kamp, camera man for Grantland 
Rice sports pictures. The judge 
did award $15 weekly for the sup- 
port of her child. 





U. S. Brewers Association re- 
ported to the New York City beer 
board that the suds sold in June 
had a stiffer kick than the April 
brand. During June it averaged 
2.95% alcohol as compared to the 
2.83 weight of April. City should 
get the full 32 soon, the brewers 
opined, 





Anonymous donor lifts a $5,140 
income tax lien held by the govern- 
ment against Betty Compton, wife 
of ex-Mayor Jimmy Walker. Sum 
represented income for the years 
1928, 1929 and 1930 plus penalties, 





For an alleged unauthorized use 
of her photo in front of the Eltinge, 
42d street burlesquery, Joann Castle 
has brought a suit for $50,000 in the 
N. Y. Supreme Court, naming Edjo- 
mac Amusement Co. as the defend- 
ant. Miss Castle stated in her com- 
plaint that A. H. Woods had consid- 
ered giving her a part in a forth- 
coming play until he passed the 
Eltinge and saw the picture on dis- 
play. She has appeared in screen 
shorts and legit. 





Rojo Amusement Co. takes over 
the picture house at 1515-1519 Sec- 
ond ave., Manhattan, on a long term 
lease. House which has changed 
names often has recently been dark. 





Pat Powers announces his inten- 
tion to marry Mrs. Pearl S. Lapey, 
non-professional of New York and 
Westport, Conn. Marriage will take 
place the latter part of this week 
at the home of Mrs. Lopey’s sister, 
Mrs. Harold Burns, formerly of 
musical comedy, in Stamford, Conn. 





Judgment of $39,333 is directed 
against Jesse L. Lasky in behalf of 
the Scott Investment Co. by Justice 
Schmuck in the N. Y. Supreme 
Court. Action arose from a con- 
tract in which Lasky, it is alleged, 
promised to pay by June 30 or have 
judgment filed against him, 





Theatre Guild announces 14 plays 
from which to select next season’s 
six. First (Aug. 21) is likely to be 
‘School for Husbands.’ 





Milton Abern rehearsing ‘Bohe- 
mian Girl’ for N. Y. season, opening 
July 27. 

Caterina Jarboe, Negro op. artist, 
to sing title role in ‘Aida’ at the 
Hipp Saturday (22). 








Mrs. Kendall Glaenzer, socialite, 
to marry Lewis Miiestone when she 
gets her divorce. 





Fort Lee, N. J., once a cinematic 
stronghold, offers a home to Mary 
Pickford and offers to toss in a stu- 
dio, too, if she'll work there. 


Coast 


June Pursell, radio and stage ac- 
tress, returned to Los Angeles after 
spending more than a year in New 
York. - 











Mary Pickford filed a request in 
the L. A. Probate court for author- 
ity to dispose of the $227,038 trust 
fund created by the will of her 
mother for the late Jack Pickford. 
Upon the death of her brother one- 
half of fund was transferred to Miss 
Pickford and in her petition she 
asks that the remaining half of the 
fund be added to one created for 
her sister, Lottie Pickford. 





Don Meany, of radio, announced 
in Los Angeles that he and Dor- 
othy (Dot) Brown, also of the ether, 














intend to wed in about seven weeka 
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‘This will be former’s 9th matri- 
monial venture. 





Ivan Johnson, former manager of 
the Radio News Service of America, 
released on bail pending his hear- 
ing in L. A. Superior court on 
charges of issuing worthless checks, 
totaling $125. 





‘Queenie,’ picture chimpanzee, 
electrocuted by a high tension wire 
after she broke away from her 
quarters in the California Zoologi- 
cal Gardens, L. A., and climbed a 
light pole, 


Frieda Mierse, actress, arrived in 
Los Angeles~ aboard the Santa 
Paula from New York to vacash 
with her relatives. 








Trial in L. A. Superior court of 
Tom Mix, actor, against his former 
wife, Victoria Forde Mix de Olaza- 
bel, transferred to the San Francis- 
co jurisdiction because the defcnd- 
ant resides in that city. Mix al- 
leges in his complaint that. half of 
his 1930 income tax returns includ- 
yi his former wife’s earnings and 
seeks to recover $194,071, 





Lawrence Tibbett has purchased 
a home in Redwood City, Calif. 


Charles R. Kennedy, agent, 
booked in Los Angeles on suspicion 
of grand theft. 








Widow of E. Gale Patterson, as- 
sistant editor of the Los Angeles 
‘Illustrated Daily News,’ who was 
slain last spring, awarded $5,000 
under the Workman's Compensation 
act. 





James Baynham, auditorium man- 
ager of Long Beach, Calif., de- 
posed in political move. 





Charles Cornwall granted divorce 
from Elizabeth Cornwall, musician. 
Incompatibility, 





Will of Ernest Torrence, leaving 
a $10,000 estate to his widow, ad- 
mitted to probate here, _ 





Harold J. Duffy held for man- 
slaughter as a result of an accident 
while in Irene Rich's car in which 
he is asserted to have killed one 
man and injured another. 





Jessie E. Gibson Barber, actress, 
filed suit for divorce in Los Angeles 
against Rex R. Barber, claiming he 
wouldn’t let her appear in pic- 
tures, 





Jack Warner, Charlie Murray and 
Kenneth Thomson placed on the 
board of governors of the Masquers, 
in Hollywood. 
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Trial of T. W. Armentrout and 
E. W. Apperson, business agent and 
assistant business agent, respective- 
ly, of the Los Angeles projectionist 
union, indicted recently in connec- 
tion with theatre stench bombings, 
postponed until Aug. 11. 





Studio secret service and guard 
corps to protect picture people from 
kidnapping and racketeering con- 
sidered in Hollywood. Joseph Reilly, 
Fox chief of Police, interested. 





Dorothy Lee denies engagement 
to Bert Wheeler. 





Loss or theft of a $4,000 diamond 
pin, owned by his wife, reported to 
Los Angeles police by Charles A. 
Buckley, attorney and vice-presi- 
dent of Fox West Coast Theatres. 





Fred Horowitz, local attorney, ap- 
pointed special assistant attorney 
general to fight appeal of Duncan 
Renaldo, actor, convicted of making 
false statements in obtaining a 
passport to South America, 





Sid Grauman’s prolog for ‘Gold 
Diggers’ will be filmed in color un- 
der title ‘Hollywood as Ain't.’ 





Announcement made in Los An- 
geleles that Judith Allen, actress, is 
the wife of Gus Sonneberg, former 
wrestling champion, 





Dorothy Lee, actress, announces 
she and Marshall Duffield, former 
U. S. C. footballer, will be married 
as soon as the latter finishes law 
school. 





Kate Rockwell, known as ‘Klon- 
dike Kate,’ dance hall girl in the 
Alaskan gold rush days, who as- 
sertedly gave Alexander Pantages 
his start in the theatrical world, 
has announced in Seattle her inten- 
tions to marry John Matson, Alaska 
miner, 





Daniel J. O’Brien, father of 
George O’Brien, actor, and former 
San Francisco chief of police, 





drafted by Governor Rolph to head 
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Variety takes no 
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the new California Horse Race 


commission, 





Gertrude Wood and Francis X. 
Bushman, Jr., at Santa Barbara. 
Second marriage for Bushman, 


Midwest 


Jack Kennedy, 25, proprietor of a 
night club, was shot and killed on 
a Toledo,-Ohio, street. 











Irene Sanders, a dancer, died in 
Hammond, Indiana, from_ septic 
poisoning. During a storm electric 
lights went out in a pageant in 
which she was appearing. She 
stumbled over a stake inflicting a 
wound which became infected, 





Rufus Dawes ordered a 25-year- 
old hymn ‘Hail, Chicago’ recorded 
by Brunswick. Record will be used 
on the World’s Fair public address 
system. Whenever the P. A. sys- 
tem runs out of announcements 
they'll give the grounds a load of 
‘Hail, Chicago.’ 





Man about 36 suffering from am- 
nesia was picked up at World's 
Fair. At police station he could 
only mumble something about 
Lydia who, he thought, was a dan- 
cer at the Hollywood studio. He 
said he had been wandering around 
the expo for three days. 





Racket came to light in Chicago 
when a dozen Atlanta, Georgia, 
girls were stranded at the Lexing- 
ton hotel. Girls said they had each 
paid one Col. Winfield Jones $100 
on the promise of a job at the 
World’s Fair and that ‘Rev. L. A. 
Lewis’ had escorted them to Chi- 
cago, but thereafter disappeared, 





A. P. quoted Fort Worth, Texas, 
‘Star-Telegram’ in report Jack 
Dempsey would marry Hannah Wil- 
liams, blue singer. 





Irene Castle was back in print 
again about another dog, her favor- 
ite phobia. She took to court the 
case of a lad who couldn’t pay 175 
cents to rescue his mutt from the 
Chicago pound. Pound gives hos- 
pitals dogs for vivisection purposes. 





Thieves tried to steal the world’s 
smallest Bible, on exhibition in the 
Hall of Religion at the World's Fair. 
They were foiled. 


Ebony Club, L. A. 


(Continued from page. 64) 


faking. However, they manage to 
get some swell music out of their 
combination. Dancer, himself, with 
an unassuming personality, mingles 
with the guests, never steps out of 
character. The usual table enter- 
tainment is handled by the various 
principals following the floor shows. 
Spot has been catching on with 
the Hollywood mob. Though 15 
miles from the picture city, it is 
getting a capacity play Thursday 
and Saturday nights, which are big 
nights with the natives of Central 
avenue, L. A.’s Harlem. Call. 


RAINBOW GARDENS 


(Cleveland) 


Cleveland, July 14. 

Since taken over by Henry Kraus 
and Bill Parent, one of its Chicago’s 
backers and booker of floor show, 
Rainbow Gardens now rates as the 
town’s best drawing and largest 
beer garden-night club. 

Spot with a 1,200 capacity is steal- 
ing all the trade from rival niteries 
with its no-cover-no-minimum 
charge policy, but chiselers are al- 
ready taking advantage of low 
prices by dancing all night and only 
ordering one 15c beer and a two-bit 
ham sandwich. Promoters contend 
they’re out to build up clientele for 
fall, when hiked prices will freeze 
out the grifters. 

Rainbow Gardens is also the only 
place now putting on elaborate floor 
shows with out-of-town talent, 
which is another thing making rival 
niteries jealous. First revue had 
Nat Nazarro, Jr., as master of cere- 
monies, besides staging his slithery 
acrobatic dance that was a sensa- 
tion compared to any other act seen 
here this summer. Nazarro does 
neat m. c. job, which is saying a 
lot, as local nitery muggers are in 
the habit of giving ’em just sour 
looks. 

Rest of show clicks along with 
Bernice Stone’s splits the hit of 
Four Marvels’ dance act; Inez Gam- 
ble, rhumba shaker; Irwin Lewis, 
tenor singer, above average; Mau- 
rice and Edith Carvanas, flashy 
ballroom dancers, who pad out act 
too long by calling for volunteer 
steppers. Ralph Webster’s band has 
a fresh style of tricky fast-slow 
syncopation that’s pulling in older 
crowds as well as youngsters. 

It’s a spacious, brightly decorated 
and cool spot, and if Kraus and 








Parent can keep up the standard of 
shows without letting no-minimum 
policy cheapen the place, it should 
be one of the town’s best niteries in 
the fall. Pullen. 


CLUB CASINO 


Akron, O., July 12 

Club Casino, Summit Beach Park 
ace of Akron night clubs, born with 
the return of legalized beer more 
than two months ago, is clicking 
under the management of Jack Dow, 
Spot has been pulling them in since 
the opening several weeks ago, 
While primarily a beer place, it ig 
operated much like the big city 
night clubs, as to decorations, ap- 
pointments and equipment. Capacity 
is about 400. 

Band stage, at one end, is elevated 
and floor show offerings are pre- 
sented in the center of the floor. 
There is a 40-foot bar before the 
main club is reached. Bill Minehart 
of Massillon, -long identified with 
such amusement p!aces, is the angel. 

Spot gets a fairly good play dur- 
ing the week, but Saturday and 
Sundays are the biggest nights. 
Saturday is a grind from as early 
as 9 a. m. until daylight Sunday 
morning. There is no cover charge 
or minimum charge; bottled beers 
20c, draught brew a dime and legal 
wines 15c. 

A six-year-old local lass, Lillian 
Strock, is getting all the applause 
on the floor show. She works on a 
trapeze that is plenty high. Warren 
Reiger works smoothly as m. ce, 
Mildred Kelly possesses a pleasant 
voice on the husky side of the reg- 
ister. Bradley and Kelly dispense 
songs, dance and patter. The Syl- 
vanians appear to be adding to their 
popularity, particularly with their 
slow dance rhythms. They are non- 
union, but no one seems to care. 

McConnell, 








Saranac Lake 


(Continued from page 67) 


Voss, Dorothy Wilson, Toni Temple, 
Lillian Zeigler. 





Charlie Barrett, 
302 Broadway. 

Marion Greene, Alavista Lodge. 

Margaret Groves, 9% Church 
street. 
Dave (D. D. H.) Hall, 76% Bloom- 
ingdale avenue. 
Lee LaMar, 
enue, 

Vernon Lawrence, 60 Lake Flower 
avenue. 

Fred Moore, 8% Forrest Hill av- 
enue. 

Andrew Molony, 
street. 
- Mannie Lowy, 23 Franklin street. 

Joe Reilly, Teddy Lorraine, H. lL. 
Pech, Harrison J. Carter, Francis 
Dugan, Freddy Stockman, Sun- 
mount, N. Y. 


Harry Barrett, 


10 Forrest Hill av- 


50 Woodruff 





Left Since June 1 

Leonard Cowley, 

John Dempsey. 

Frisco DeVere. 

Millie Jasper. 

Jeanne LaFaun. 

Madge Keating. 

Mrs. Sydney Piermont. 

Walter Magnolia. 

Write to those you know in Sar- 
anac. 
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Theres ALWAYS A 
BETTER SHOW cé RKO! 


AKO PALACE 5 


Constance Bennett 


in “Bed of Roses” 
On Stage—TOM HOWARD 


RKO 86th ST.cefkve 
Wed. to Fri., July 19 to 21 
Ann Carver’s Profession 


and 
‘TRICK FOR TRICK’ 


RAG Gist ST. war 


Wed. to Fri., July 19 to 21 
“ANN CARVER’S 
PROFESSION” 











LOEW S$ wwaveas*s. 
IN 


PALS... 


PRIMO CARNERA 
HE eae WATERFRONT” 
Friday—‘‘Reunion in Vienna’ 
























3 ares 
—On Screen— 


“MIDNIGHT MARY,’’ with Loretta 
Young—Extra, ‘A.B.C.'s of inflation 
BWAY In Person—Sims & Bailey, Fred 








Keating, Borrah Minnevitch, Spi- 
a tainy & Capitol Orchestra 
LJ 

5st 






Friday, in Person, Miss Ethel 
B 


0 


in ‘‘Twelve- 
Pound Look”’ 
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Tm Telling You’ 


By Jack 





AND SO TO WRITE....BUT 
WHAT ABOUT? 
Wanted....A Ghost 
This is the first time I long to 
be haunted, I mean haunted by 
what they call a ghost writer. And 
to show you.the mood I’m in I am 
not particular as to what kind of a 
ghost as long as he can put words 
on a white sheet. Arthur Brisbane 
would do but I guess he’s busy 
writing, too. Funny about Bris- 
bane, he raves about the value of 
air transportation on every train 


he rides. 
Advice 

When we ask some of our elders, 
but not superiors, in the writing 
racket what to pound out they 
simply answer, ‘Write about the 
different things that happened to 
you last week.’ Can’t think back 
to last Monday so let’s see just 
what did happen to Monday. No 
good. 

Here we are Tuesday and still 
got a night club. No good again. 
Let’s quit. 

Strolling 

We feel a little run down from 
signing tabs and to the Doctor 
who is reading a play, a great help 
in an emergency appendix case 
probably. Doc wrote it during an 
operation, too. 

Speaking of tabs, have made a 
new rule in our place. People in 
street clothes are allowed to sign 
with pencil, but evening dress must 
use pens. Pass Dave’s Blue Room 
and go in and have a slot ma- 
chine on toast with a jack pot 
roast. 

At Loew’s State we see the sign, 
‘Hell Below’ Primo Carnera. In 
looking at the giant cardboard 
statue of the Champ, wonder how 
silly it would sound if he should 
ever say, ‘I've got a splinter in my 
little finger.’ 


Bon Voyage Party 


Thursday invited to a bon voyage 
party given to Dr. Ruskin who 
sailed for Europe to lecture on 
sinus trouble, as if they haven't 
enough over there. Given on the 
A. J. Powers roof, ‘had to hear the 
various speeches. 


Quite Subtle 


One of the doctors at the party 
said Roosevelt was heard to re- 
mark: 

Tll either be the 
ident or the last.’ 


Ostermania 


Nowadays a man is judged by 
the lady he keeps....I wish Sammy 
Cantor would send back my brown 
suede shoes....I only said he could 
have the white ones.,..Can you 
imagine any manager going back 
to Carnera and telling him he’d 
have to cut his act or else?.... 
The reviewer on this paper who 
said I looked in the lens once to 
see if the camera was really there 
was absolutely right....It was a 
rented camera....and the modern 
Mother doesn’t sing ‘Rock-a-bye 
Baby’ any more when the kid 
awakens you at six a.m. with those 
yells....at least my wife doesn’t 
++..She sings, ‘Stormy Weather’ 
e+s-ARE YOU READING? 


best Pres- 





Story Credits 





(Continued from page 55) 


tion, Names of those against 
charges brought are withheld until 
findings are reached. 

At the meeting the board was 
asked to add two additional clauses 
for the better protection of writers 
at the independent studios. At the 
gathering Thursday (13) there were 
present 30 independent writers who 
asserted the present code does not 
five sufficient protection to this 
class of scenarists. They desire 
Clauses with teeth to halt sharp 
practice now in use of hiring various 
writers to work on stories to fit a 
predetermined title with the proviso 
that they will be paid for work only 
if the yarn is used. In this way, it 
is charged, the studios acquire many 
valuable suggestions for little or no 
cost. 

They also seek a provision which 
shall prohibit its members from 
working on speculative assignment 
for indies without contract. They 


require that some system shall be 
worked out whereby a member will 
paid for his writing, whether the 
ipt be used or not. 


be 


SCI 
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Milwaukee Experiences 
‘Gemuetlichkeit’ Again 


Milwaukee, July 17. 

Festivities that rival the gay car- 
nivals of New Orleans are the rule 
in Milwaukee this week (16-22) 
with the Elks in national conven- 
tion combining with the city’s own 
Homecoming Week. 

It is years since this kind of a 
celebration has been uncorked in 
this city of breweries. 

So far as the homecoming is con- 
cerned, it is a celebration of the re- 
turn of better times to the city, the 
better times that began with the 
return of beer and which are now 
evident in the renewed industry of 
factories and business in general. 
The return of that old spirit of 
‘gemuetlichkeit’ for which Milwau- 
kee was famous before prohibition. 

Plenty of entertainment of every 
kind, funny faces on the loop light 
poles, grotesque plaster figures, 18 
to 25 feet high, looking for all the 
world as if they had just stepped 
out of a Xmas pantomime. ‘Hello 
Bill’ greets one from every point. 

Milwaukeeans will seem lost 
without conventions after the sum- 
mer rush of visitors is over. Al- 
ways a popular place for gather- 
ings, the city has this year played 
host to more visitors than ever be- 
fore owing to the proximity of the 
World’s Fair. The W. Cc. T. U. 
brought thousands for its meeting 
and the past week found the young 
people of the Christian Endeavor 
movement—about 5,000—in posses- 
sion of the town. 











Aetors and Press 





(Continued from page 3) 


man, who has always been the big- 
gest male interest in pictures to the 
fans. Though not the most popular 
actor on the screen, he appeals to 
the newspapers and fan mags be- 
cause of their inability to reach 
him. Colman has always shied from 
publicity which gives everything he 
does reader interest. Eddie Cantor 
is Goldwyn’'s only other space grab- 
ber. 

Warners finds it doesn't have to 
use much effort in placing stories on 
James Cagney. He’s its ace space 
hound. Edward G, Robinson is next 
with Joe E. Brown, Douglas Fair- 
banks, Jr., and Ruth Chatterton fol- 
lowing. In the case of the other 
players, studio has to waylay the 
writers and give them an idea for a 
yarn on the particular player. 


Hard Climb 


No periodical or paper is clamor- 
ing for stories on Radio personalities. 
In most cases, studio publicity de- 
partment has to develop a yarn and 
turn the idea over to a magazine 
writer. Constance Bennett, Ann Har- 
ding, Richard Dix, Katharine Hep- 
burn and Joel McCrea are the-easi- 
est to sell. Universal is without any 
personalities that can walk into a 
press story without a hard climb. 
Same goes for Columbia, 

Fox list, while long, is weak on 
selling names. Will Rogers due to 
his syndicated articles, always in- 
terests news hounds. But, Rogers, 
with an eye to business, keeps most 
of his good copy for his own articles 
and has the publicity department run- 
ning ragged trying to write stories 
around him that will appeal to the 
papers and at the same time get the 
Rogers’ okay for release. Janet Gay- 
nor, George O’Brien, Spencer Tracy, 
James Dunn, Sally Eilers and War- 
ner Baxter are the easy placers. 
Others on the Fox list are all sell- 
ing jobs. 

Fan mags and newspapers go for 
stories on femme stars two to one 
over those of males, despite that the 
majority of people buying fan mags 
and reading featured newspaper ar- 
ticles on picture personalities are 
women. 

It’s near impossible to get a fea- 
ture story on a director or writer. In 
the directorial field, only Ernst Lu- 
bitsch and Josef Von Sternberg get 
any breaks in print. Of studio writ- 
ers, only ones rea hing print are 
novelists and they make the papers 
only when engaged to write for pic- 
tures and later when they are 
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CARNERA EXCITED 


Mikes Real Bout of Sparring 
Match on State’s Stage 








Quite a little 
Loew's State, New York, Saturday 
night when Primo Carnera, head- 
liner, forgot himself in the en- 
thusiasm of a staged set-to with 
his ‘favorite’ eparring partner, 
Harold Mays, and banged up the 
latter quite a bit. 

Several femmes in the audience 
became excited when seeing Mays 
Starting to bleed after the im- 
promtu melee with the champ. 

At the beginning of the act Car- 
nera heralds Mays as his ‘favor- 
ite’ builder-upper before any scrap. 


VAN’S RIGHT LAMP GOES 
OUT, AND SO DOES VAN 


By JACK PULASKI 
Billy Petrolle, the Fargo Express, 
technically won the right to fight 
Jimmy McLarnin for the welter- 
weight ‘championship at the Polo 
Grounds last Wednesday (12) when 
his match with Bep Van Klaveren. 


of Holland, was stopped at the end 
of the fourth round. 

The Dutchman’s right eyelid be- 
tween the brow and lashes was 
badly slashed, said referee Billy 
Kavanaugh, ex-mitman, and the 
doctor verified that, putting the 
damper on Tim Mara’s second out- 
door show. The promoter did 
plenty of squawking about the rul- 
ing. 

So did Van Kaveren, who rushed 
across the ring and begged Pe- 
trolle to continue the fight. Billy 
was quite willing and advanced 
with his old Navajo blanket still 
around the shoulders. Then a cop 
climbed through the ropes and 
ended the fireworks. 

Bep’s lamp didn’t look that badly 
hurt and some fight writers told 
Kavanaugh he was all wet, or 
something. Just a bad break for the 
fans because the match was some- 
thing to see and the card provided 
plenty of action. The Dutchman 
entered the ring with a patch over 
the bad peeper. Petrolle at once 
decided he’d discover if it was a 
phoney. In the second round he 
found out, the claret flowing freely. 
End of the round the doc climbed 
up and took a look but said noth- 
ing. Billy didn’t pick on the bum 
eye especially but it leaked easily. 
There were fighters a lot worse in- 
jured heretofore without officials 
interfering. However, the ref ought 
to know his business. 

Van’s Good Showing 

Van Klaveren gave a good ac- 
count of himself, coming in with a 
crouch and throwing fast punches. 
He had no trouble hiting Petrolle; 
but there is pep to Bep’s stuff. Pe- 
trolle penetrated the chin defense 
with some success, but his. best 
socks were to the body and once 
or twice the Dutchman winced. 
Whether he can take some of those 
snappy rights that are the specialty 
of the Express, the fans never 
found out. The Fargo fellow was 
favorite, seven to five. 

Next outdoor match will see Ben 
Jeby in defense of his middle- 
weight title against Lou Bruillard, 
the hard hitting left hander who 
laced Mickey Walker in Boston two 
weeks ago. It’s the same Lou who 
smacked McLarnin around but has 
outgrown the welter division, 
weighing about 160 pounds. Jeby- 
Bruillard match is Aug. 2 at the 
Yankee Stadium, Petrolle and Van 
Klavaren have been rematched to 
meet about the middle of the month. 


Dance Hall Slump 


Milwaukee, July 17. 

Milwaukee county dance hall op- 
erators are complaining to the 
county clerk who issues new licenses 
to them every July 1. Their wail is 
that the return of beer has put a 
very large crimp in their profits. 

While 48 county dance palaces 
were licensed last year only 22 op- 
erators have taken out permits so 
far for the new term which began 
July 1. Natives no longer drive to 
the outskirts to dance when they 
can get beer in four or five places 
per city block. 


UNFAIR COMPETITION 


Arthur Murray, dance school 
maestro, recently hired three press 
agents at the same time and had 
them running into each other. 

Learning what had happened, they 
all walked and one, Lillian Fox, has 
filed suit for $200 under her con- 


commotion at 

















Looks Like Kansas Going Wet 








Beer Brings Boom to 
Bow and Bellows Boys 


St. Paul, July 17. 
Legal beer is bringing the ac- 


cordion boys and old-time fiddlers 
into their own once more. De- 
mand for these two forms of en- 
tertainment cannot be supplied, 
with 250 accordionists abetted by 
100 fiddlers working in the beer 
halls nightly. 

Joe Fiorito, local accordion mae- 
stro, whose school was a bust, due 
to lack of demand, found 32 pupils 
clamoring for admittance when he 
opened the doors recently. Some 50 
to 75 calls for these two types of 
music, either alone or in combo go 
unanswered nightly. 

Average pay is $5, with boys in the 
best spots drawing twice that with 
request numbers while circling the 
tables, 








Coast Musikers 





(Continued from page 64) 


Colbert to warble in Paramount's 
‘Torch Singer.’ 

Kalmar and Ruby have written 
‘Keep on Doin’ What You're Doin’,’ 
‘Pop Goes the Weasel,’ and ‘The 
King Can Do No Wrong,’ for the 
Marx Bros. ‘Duck Soup’ at Par. 

Roland Hayes visiting in Santa 
Barbara. 

Harry Ruby pays off debts by 
sending certified checks, with in- 
terest, special delivery. 

Murray Spivak of the Radio mu- 
sic dept. is a rabid collector of old 
copies of the National Geographic 
mag. 

Musicians’ union of L. A. has 
barred its members from playing 
auditions for Metropolitan studio. 

Burton Lane and Harold Adam- 
son got that assignment to ditty 
‘Dancing Lady’ at Metro. 

Emedio Iacobucci presented with 
a life membership in the musicians’ 
local of L. A. on his 60th birthday. 

Silvio Savant Fox and Para- 
mount trumpeter, poppa of a son 
born a month ago. 

When anyone mentions Gilbert 
and Sullivan, Wolfie Gilbert thinks 
he’s being talked about, 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ eatery operated 
by Cliff Odhams and Fred Dempsey, 
becoming the tunesters’ midnight 
rendezvous, / 

Someone gave Phil Cohen, at- 
torney for ASCAP here, a bum 
steer regarding the non-payment 
of music tax by a San Bernardino 
dance hall and he sued Joe Tomatoe 
instead of Joe Amato, 

Sam Coslow calls his Lake Sher- 
wood shack ‘Crooner’s Crest.’ 

Leo Flanders back in town from 
batoning Fanchon & Marco's 
‘Desert Song.’ 

Arthur Freed the latest to be bit- 
ten by the photography bug. 





Tryout Spots 





(Continued from page 1) 


managers are wary of such ratings. 
That a play looks good in the 
country does not prove it is a sure 


was the interest attracted by ‘Cry- 
salis’ last summer at Westport. It 
attracted so much attention from 
summer residents around Westport, 
Conn., mostly of the professional 
class, that the show was repeated 
up there and played to virtual cap- 
acity. Yet it promptly flopped on 
Broadway, 

Spread of the summer show 
shop idea has attracted attention 
of the scouts for talent and material. 
Some are assigned to cover the new 
plays anywhere from Jersey and 
New York to the Yankee hideouts. 
That early scrutiny may work out 
to the benefit of the try-out show- 
men, what with the inclination of 
the picture people to make film 
rights bids, to apply if and when 
the show reaches Broadway, with a 
sliding scale applied to the price, 
dependent on the length of engage- 
ment, 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Orville Nelson, son, 
July 9, Los Angeles. Father is as- 
sistant manager of the Hollywood 
‘Shopping News’, 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Goldsmith, 
daughter, July 11, Hollywood. 
Father is head of Goldsmith Pro- 
ductions. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry D. Squires, 
son, July 15 in Philadelphia. 
Father is Broadway music publish- 
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thing for Broadway. Case in point} 


Want Their Likker Out There 


By Roy Chartier 


Kansas is still dry but it’s only 
from lack of rain. No. 1 as a pro- 
hib stamping ground in the minds 
of the world, it’s a revelation to 
an Easterner venturing into the 
dust belt to find really how wet the 
state is. Equally as surprising are 
the bets Kansans are willing to 
place that their native common- 
wealth will slide into the repeal 
column. 

A judge, other officials, a local 
banker and numerous business men 
were among those recently talking 
to a VAarRrEeTY reporter who dared 


go out as far as the hot winds 
country without assurance of some- 
thing more cooling that iced tea, 
The first surprise, in a middle sized 
town of the state, was to find 4% 
beer as easy to obtain as cigs, 
something the same Kansas ta- 
booed for many years. 
Second stunner proved to be not 
only the wet-mindedness of the en- 
tire populace but the attitude of 
prominent locals. It’s against the 
archaic Kansas laws to even sell 
near-beer or anything resembling 
or tasting like beer, yet stores, 
restaurants or fountains which 
vend 4% as they do Coca Cola 
without thinking anything of it, 
are seemingly unmolested. 
Regardless of the law, attitude 
locally from mayors and chiefs of 
police down appear to be guided 
more by resentment than anything 
else.- This accounts, in part, even 


the governor to put the beer ques- 
tion to a vote. Actually, many 
Kansans are a little sore. All over, 
in stores and along the highways, 


sas dry, help Missouri and Colo- 
rado,’ ete. 

Not only do the natives want 
their beer or something stronger, 
if possible, but they believe the 
state should benefit by the tax and 
retailers by the sale. This thought 
forms the background of sentiment 
which locally it is declared will find 
Kansas eventually going for repeal. 

One of the most surprising 
things about 4% is that it sells out 
in arid Kansas over a fountain at 
no more than paid for it in New 
York. Can be taken home, ff 
wanted, with a deposit on the bot- 
tle. Suds are shipped in from as 
far east as Milwaukee with orig- 
inal labels, case cartoons and all 
without trouble. 

As one locally important Kansag 
summed up the situation: 

‘I was down in Wichita the other 
day and asked someone where I 
could get a drink. Stranger pointed 
to a place nearby, saying that 
that’s the only place in town you 
can’t get it.’ 


MARRIAGES 


Helen Ruth Diehl, non-pro, and 
Orren Mossman, film stunt man, 
filed intention to marry in Pasadena, 
Calif, 

Mrs. Caroline Loew to Max Mine 
zesheimer in New York July 12, 
Bride is the widow of Marcus Loew, 


Mrs. Phyllis Livingston Potter to 
Fred Astaire in New York July 12, 
Bride is of the N. Y. social register, 

Mary Jacklyn Borax to Michael 
Cudahy, Beverly Hills, Cal., July 15, 
Bride is a screen player and dancer. 


Marguerite Churchill to George 
O’Brien, Santa Barbara, Cal., July 
15. Both screen players. 

Mrs. Charles Walton and George 
F. Chandter filed notice of intention 
to wed in Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
Chandler is the father of Chick 
Chandler, actor. 

Gladys Glad remarried to Mark 
Hellinger in New York July 1L 
Bride is from musical comedy, 
groom is N. Y. ‘Daily News’ cole 





Jean Hart to Ranald A. Fairbairn, 
July 14, Orange, Calif. Former is 
daughter of the co-publisher of the 
Orange ‘Daily News.’ 

Nina Wilcox Putnam, author, to 
Christian Eliot, at Las Vegas, 
July 15. 





Orville Mohler, former VU. S. C. 
footballer and Pacific Coast Le ague 
baseball player, whg has appeared 
in pictures, and Bernadine Olson, 4 
have filed intentions to marry in 
Los Angeles. 


for campaigns designed to forcing ~— 


are signs which read: ‘Keep Kan-"~ 
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Broadway 
Jesse Crawford back from British 
dates 


Leon ‘Roadshow’ 
mend again, 

Benny Steins 
Hopatcong. 

Lou Lusty tells 
story heard to date 

Thomas Meighan in 
after a London stay 

George White-RKO 
deal reported gone bust 

Ray Goetz may be Max Gordon's 
transatlantic companion 

Bob Faber has taken a summer 
place at Belle Harbor, L. I. 

Victor wants Dave Rubinoff to do 


Victor on the 
honeymooning at 
Nazi 


the best 


New York 


production 


recording on straight royalty. 
Mare Heiman took his first air 
flight last week—from Washington. 


Thomas Lynch, headwaiter at the 
Tavern, died suddenly last Satur- 
day. 

Belle Baker is set for three weeks 
starting at the Palladium, London, 
in early August. 

Mike Onerata, formerly treasurer 
at the Ambassador theatre, now a 
funeral director. 

The Lasker leigs have taken a 
summer place at Woodmere, L. L, 
for the summer. 

Solly Ward up and around, hav- 
ing given pneumonia a tossing after 
a month's grapple. 

Eddie Judge victim 
at 48rd and Sixth avenue. 
bandits grossed $65. 

Lee Blumberg back 
real and Toronto trips on 
digers’ pre-releases. 

Preem Carnera’s shoes free freak 
exhibit in store window next to 
Loew's State entrance. 

Karl Freund and Stanley Berg- 
erman left for the coast Sunday 
(15) to report back to Universal. 

Jean Gale (Mrs. Matty Rosen) 
sunning at A. C. for a month, 
whence she goes west for pictures. 

‘Dr."Norman Taube’s idea of va- 
cation is attending the Mayo clinic 
at Rochester, Mnn., for three weeks. 

Peekaboo latches up on. speaks 
again since the surprise prohib 
sloughing of the class Biarritz club. 

. Large beer garden and lunch room 
will probably be spotted on site of 
Ezlmont hotel, which was razed a 
year or so ago. 

Harry Benson, treasurer of the 
48th Street, had appendix removed 
last week at_the Flushing hospital. 
Condition reported as good. 

Lou Goldberg’s second book, 
“Bank President,’ has just been re- 
leased with publisher, Macauley, 
holding back his first ‘Great I Am’ 
until last of August. 

Leo Morris-a will start to fly 
back to the coast end of this week. 
Leo is making a squawk to the air- 
ways for transporation charge, ac- 
cording to his poundage. 

Mack Millar, Broadway nitery 
p.a., has been appointed secretary 
to the Mayor’s Sports Committee. 
He'll continue publicizing the Rivi- 
era and Hollywood spots on the 
side. ‘ 

J. Francis Dooley (and, Corinne 
Sales), now land owners at Baldwin, 
L. L, calls for and delivers Patricia 
Rivka Dooley at the Jewish Sun- 
day school where the youngster at- 
tends. 

Mr¢. BL. Sidney, mother of Sylvia 
Sidney, left New York by plane 
Friday morning (14) after learning 
her daughter was to be operated on 
‘that date for an ear infection in Los 
Angeles. 

Ruth 


of a stickup 
Two 


after Mont- 
‘Gold- 


Morris almost went native 
in Hollywood, Ditto the Abe Last- 
fogels (Frances Arms), but Ruth 
has it almost.as bad as brother Bill 


who confesses himself nerts on 
California. 

Mildred ‘Peaches’ Strange, the 
Irving Place’s best stripper, was 


told to take a vacation after a long 
season’s grind. She's ‘vacationing’ 
in Times Square—doing the peel at 
the Central. 

Monroe Goldstein anticipating ar- 
rival of his 15-year-old daughter 
from Switzerland, where she has 
been schooling for three years, the 
theatrical attorney not seeing her 
all that time. Divorced Mrs. Gold- 
stein resides in south of France. 

Add another knight to the road— 
J. J. McCarthy. Taking instruc- 

ion, Jeft wound up his first lesson 
Yy driving his new car home. Her- 
alding his approach with a blast of 
dual horns, Jeff rolled up the drive- 
way, stopped exactly where he 
announced, ‘Sadie, we are here!” 
But there was no joy in Mudville; 
the mighty Sadie had gone out. 

The girl and doormen at the Pal- 
ace must be haunted weekly by 
whatever is the current week's 
audible ballyhoo stunt. Last week 
the theme song from ‘Melody 
Cruise,’ the then current feature, 
was repeated on a disk over and 
over, and both house attaches must 


take it for 12 hours daily. Week 
before the ringside noises of the 
Carnera-Sharkey fight films were 
used for the lobby come-on 
By Dave Trepp 

Bob Moore and Ernie Ludwig 
now in auto accessory biz. 

Gordon Craddock second in na- 


tional ‘U’ newsreel contest 

Film row executives at or back 
from national sales conferences 

J. G. von Herberg back from 
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N. Y. and optimistic, seeing fall 
show revival 

Dog-racing opened at Playland 
track with 200 racers. George V. 
Lewis is manager. Nine races 
nightly. 

Silver Lake horse-racing failed to 
click. Pari-mutuel betting ditto. 


Track is closed. British Columbia 
horse-racing also in slump 

Thelma Le Grande, singer, and 
Dolita De Soto, Spanish hotcha 
stepper, featuring Cuban rhumba, 
at Rose Room, Butler hotel. 
Walter Fenney, who manages 
Roxy in Tacoma, got out to the bay 


one forenoon and landed his 2%- 
pound salmon trout all within an 
hour. 


Film row dope: Guy Navarre re- 
places Iz Schlang, mer. U.A. ex- 
change, latter to S. L. after five 
years here; Royce Brown advanced 
to Paramount exc.; Keith Beckwith, 
Columbia ex-megr., replacing Eddie 
Walton, who goes to Minneapolis for 
Monogram ex.; Ed Kennedy to S. F. 


Lily Damita here on vacation. 
The Arts Theatre Club: bankrupt. 


Myron, Pearl Trio having Labor 
Permit trouble. 


Gina Malo to do another picture 
for British Lion. 


Howard Newmiller here for holi- 
day after 14 years. 

John West, father of Buster, run- 
ning eatery in Paris. 

Trocadero, picture theatre, to 
have another ‘Crazy’ week, 

Murray Leslie (Leslie and Cohen) 
suffers nervous breakdown. 
Paramount running daily changes 
of pictures at Astoria, Brixton. 
Ben Lyon spectator at Wimble- 
don, unrecognized by tennis fans, 
Harry Crull declaring his inde- 
pendence by taking a day off July 4. 
Dorothy Blanchard, wife of Oscar 
Hammerstein, declines British film 
offer. 

Ida Lupino, Stanley’s daughter, 
bound for Hollywood with a con- 
tract. 

Gracie. Fields touring in her 
motor caravan around the English 
coast. 

Bud Flanagan out of the Hippo- 
drome show with appendicitis, Billy 
Caryll replacing. 


Americans here vote Walter 
Hackett’s latest, ‘Road House,’ 
cinch for Broadway. 

Paul Harold Silverstone, two- 


year-old son of Arthur Silverstone, 
to make picture debut. 

Delysia off to the Pyrenees at the 
conclusion of ‘Mother of Pearl’ 
July 8. Show ran seven months. 
Morris Goodman, of Mascot Pic- 
tures, over here with a Victor Mc- 
Laglen picture, ‘Laughing at Life.’ 
Bettina Hall at Drury Lane look- 
ing over the part her sister is to 
play in new musical, ‘Ball in Savoy.’ 
Herb Williams being taken 
around by Tex McLeod, and initi- 
ated into the English tea-drinking 
habit. 

J. W. Jackson out of Leicester 
Square theatre as producer after a 
year, and replaced by Clarence Rob- 
inson. 

After four years with Universal, 
Irving Applebaum here on_short- 
term contract with British Interna- 
tional. 

Ganjou brothers and Juanita 
Richards off to Paris to play at the 
Ambassadeurs restaurant for three 
weeks. 

A C. Blumenthals'- registered 
under a different name at Claridge’s 
hotel and then resumed his own 
moniker. 

Jesse Jacobson, American, oper- 
ating the old Vaudeville Club, fined 
$40 for allowing betting on the 
premises. 

Mario Naldi, formerly Howell, 
Harger and Naldi, now doing act 
with English boy and girl as the 
Naldi Trio. 

Lew Leslie talking things over 
with Charles Cochran about ‘Rhap- 
sody in Black,’ which Cochran will 
definitely produce. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Walker, 
Gloria Vanderbilt and A. C. Blu- 
menthal at the fashionable Qua- 
glino’s extension night. 

E. E. Lyons building three new 

picture houses, and conducting 
business from a nursing home, get- 
ting over appendicitis op. 
Emlyn Williams contracted with 
Gaumont-British ¢o® collaborate on 
scenario and play leading roles. 
First will be ‘Friday 13th.’ 

Douglas Murray, brought over by 
John Maxwell to stage shows at 
the Regal, assisting Paul Stein, 
British International director. 

Prince Arthur of Connaught com- 
plimenting Mary Ellis, Arthur Mar- 
gsetson and Horace Hodges on their 
performances in ‘Music in the Air.’ 

Toni, recent addition to Kafka, 
Stanley and Mae act, out of hos- 
pital, recovered from accident at 
Blackpool. Team carrying on minus 
Toni. 
American 
sirous of making English 
are Henry King, John Ford, 
Pollard, Malcolm St. John, 


directors de- 
pictures 
Henry 
James 


picture 





Tingling and Louis King 





Paris 


By Beulah Livingstone 


Brigette Helm, vacationing at the 
Midi, is studying singing. 

A. C. Blumenthal notifying friends 
here to expect him shortly. 


Mme. Collete is writing the dia- 
log for a new scenario by Vicki 
Baum, 

Dorothy Ireland has departed for 
Hollywood, taking with her several 
scenarios. 

Roland Toutain, injured in 
auto accident at Neuilly, in 
American hospital. 

Fashion's latest whim is jewelry 
made of wicker work, with cane 
split very fine and twisted into tiny 
flowers. 

A new cabaret called Theatre de 
Dix France (The 10 fr. Theatre) 
i8 soon to be opened by Marcel Nan- 
cey and Andre Waller. 

Heinrich Fraenkel, Variety's Ger- 
man correspondent, has joined the 
exodus to Paris and is writing 
short stories in English. 

Florence. Walton and Piere Co- 
lombier honeymooning as the guests 
of Viola Rodgers at the latter's 
chateau, Coin-sur-Juine, at Lardy. 


Mile. Mariane Ivanoff, who car- 
ried off the first prize for dancers 
at the Conservatoire this year, has 
been engaged for the ballet at the 
Opera. 

Dinah has closed her Montmartre 
sabaret and realized her ambition 
for a place on the Champs-Elysees. 
She is doing well at the ‘Potaux- 
Roses.’ 

Doug Fairbanks and Tom Ger- 
aghty flew over from London to at- 
tend a charity gala at the Ambas- 
sadeurs restaurant and flew back 
next day. 

Marcel Achard has completed his 
three-act comedy, ‘Petrus,’ which 
will open the Comedie des Champs 
Elysees next season with Louis 
Jouvet in lead. 

As Jack Buchanin’s third film 
for British Dominions, ‘That’s a 
Good Girl,’ is laid in the south of 
France, scenes are being shot on 
the Cote d’Azur. 

G. W. Pabst, having completed 
the supervision of ‘Cette Nuit-la’ 
(‘That Very Evening’) at the Pathe 
studios for Via-Film, has gone to 
Vienna for two weeks. 

Jennie Dolly recuperating on the 
Riviera and reported out of danger, 
will have a plastic operation for her 
face injuries suffered in a recent 
motor smash-up as soon as she is 
strong enough. 

Although banned in Germany, the 
original version of ‘Berlin Alexan- 
derplatz’ with Heinrich George is 
being shown here under the French 
title of ‘Sur Pave de Berlin’ at 
the Bonaparte. 

Negotiations are under way be- 
tween Jean de Letraz and Max 
Reinhardt for a _ production in 
Vienna next season of the French 
playwright’s new drama, ‘Laurence 
ou la Conquete du Passe.’ 

Gladys Moon Jones, publicity ex- 
pert, intended giving herself a two 
months’ vacation, but landed the ex- 
ploitation for Anne Morgan’s Bler- 
ancourt chateau-museum as_ soon 
as she stepped off the boat. 

Gitta Alpar, Hungarian film star 
and light opera singer, was heard 
here for the first time in person at 
an Ambassadeurs charity fete. Al- 
par will remain in Paris for the 
opening of her film, ‘Czarda.’ 

Two French screen stars, Carmen 
Boni and Gaston Dupray, will 
have a fling at the legitimate for 
the summer in ‘La Dame du Wagon- 
lit’ (‘The Lady of the Sleeping 
Car’), by Claude Gevel, opening at 
the Varieties next week. 


~ Montreal 


Rip Doucet orch on CHLP. 

Jack Marsh taken for a roll. 

Joe Carr m.c.-ing at Krausmann’s. 

Krank Hallinan dead in Ottawa 

Arthur Larente breaking 90 at 
Senneville. 


an 
the 





Joe Cattarinich makes hit with 
new machine. 
Cold storage icicles in Palace 


lobby help illude fans. 

Armand Lavergne on 9-day New 
York cruise next week. 

Jack Donahue putting over big 
floor show at Villa Maurice. 

Billy Bissett orch from Signiory 
Club on eastern Canada air. 

Eddie English trying out vaude 
at the Verdun in modest way. 

George Whittaker tops all news- 
paper boys at N. H. L. tournament. 

Emile Lauzon stages open-air 
boxing bouts with cars parked free. 


Good Companions’ tied up with 
Empress Britain at 20 Ontario 
houses. 

Howard Knevels, formerly of 
Loew's, and Toronto, new manager 


Capitol. 
Twilight racing here Monday and 
Tuesday (10 and 11) substantial 





success and will be repeated. 


Villa Maurice cabaret show girls 


roller skate down main street to 
boost George Rotsky'’s ‘Gold Dig- 
gers.’ 


Tourists with children barred at 
all main stem theatres under law 
causes bitter comment, but theatre 
men helpless. 

Capitol ties up with ‘Herald’ and 
tobacco company on cash prizes for 
best collegiate cars in connection 
with ‘College Humor.’ 

His Majesty’s Quebec province 
only legit house, goes into receiver- 
ship. ‘Moonshine and Honeysuckle’ 
scenery seized. Action to be heard 
September. 

Big rail traffic into city current 
week-end. Visit of Balbo flying 
Armada brings in heavy tourist biz. 


Theatres suffered afternoons, but 
were packed nites, 
Biggest tourist traffie in four 


years reported over week-end with 
prospects of pick-up for balance of 
summer following a poor early sea- 
son gives theatres hopes. 


Budapest 


By E. P. Jacobi 








Imre Kalman here with family. 


Bolvary dated for tonsil opera- 
tion. 
Paul Kohner here, looking over 


possibilities for Universal, 

Alfred Savoir writing book for 
new Paul Abraham operetta, 

Lizzy Balla, diminutive new mu- 
sical comedy star, contracted for a 
picture. 


Istvan Szekely’ directed Sari 
Fedak's picture, ‘Aunt Iza,’ almost 
completed. 


open Fovarosi 
Abraham's 


Max Marton to 
Operette theatre with 


‘Ball at the Savoy.’ 
Joe Pasternak starting produc- 
tion of ‘Girl Who Dares’ with 


Francy Gaal at Hunnia studios, 


Hans Bartsch due on the lookout 
for plays. Rumors of an impending 
divorce from Irene Palasty flatly 
denied. 


Open-air restaurants and night 
clubs all in the red on account of 
unprecedented cold and rainy 
weather. Beaches and resorts ditto. 

Molnar’s new novel which he 
wrote at Cannes during the winter, 
to be published shortly. ‘Musician 
Angels’ is the title, plot laid in 
Venice. 


Toronto 


Fred. (Imperial) Trebileock back 
trom Hollywood, 

Lorna McLean into Junior League 
theatrical supervision, 

Geoffrey Waddington assembling 
a new tango orchestra. 

Shiela Terry was Kay Clark some 
years ago in Dickson Kenwin stock 
here. 

The local Frank Hay is a brother 
of Billy Hay, the Amos ‘n’ Andy 
announcer. 

Yvonne McKague doing the illus- 
trations for Blodwin Davies’ 
Niagara tome. 

Rex Battle keeps it quiet, but he 
and Queen Alexandra played piano 
duets together. 

Mona Coxwell, the Samuel French 
Canuck stand-in, organizing the 
Merrie England Players. 

Dick Howard does a prodigal son 
return to FP-Can and takes over 
the Capitol at Hamilton. 

N. L. Nathanson and J. J. Fitz- 
gibbon leave for the west to outline 
policies in key spots to the Coast. 

Suspension of Imperial pass list 
and hard-to-get o.k. of Mgr. Jack 
Arthur has the news scribes fum- 
ins. 

The piano-pounding Aube Tzerko, 
whose right tag i; Kotzer, bets on 
the nag whose name is most ear- 
taking. 

The Hon. C. W. Bell, who is a 
king’s counsel and member of par- 


liament, is the Charlie Bell who 
authored ‘Parlor, Bedroom = and 
Bath.’ 

And Jimmie Cowan, one of the 


town’s better gagsters, says the only 
thing in four figures up here that 
hasn't taken a cut is the Thousand 
Islands. 

Although the Writers’ 
moved into new quarters directly 
above the Women’s Press Club, 
their rule still holds—no femme 
guest admitted. 

Salute to courage! That top- 
hatted, frock-coated downtown 
wanderer is Frederick Mallison, the 
youngest member of Manchester’s 
Cotton Exchange. 

Mrs. Reid Fleming, the former 
Mildred Wood, who took the plunge 
at Beverly Hills, California, has 
charged the hubby with cruelty and 
will melt the matrimonial manacles 


Club has 


at Las Vegas, Nevada. 
With Gord Sinclair, the globe- 
trotting reporter, sending back 


word from the South Seas that he 
has no connection with Gordon Sin- 
clair Pictures, George Brownridge 
claims that Gordon Sinclair Pix 
were organized by Brownridge, un- 





der whose contract Gordon reputed- 


Berlin 


By F. M. M. 





Harry Piel is preparing three new 
films which he will direct and play 
lead, 

Anny Ondra is filming at Munich, 
Her next engagement will be with 
Max Schmeling. 

Ernst Krenek has composed a 
new opera which has been accepted 
by the Vienna State Opera. 

Thea von Harbou, divorced wife 
of Fritz Lang, is the busiest screen 
writer in Germany at present. 

Hertha Thiele and Rudolf Forster 
have recovered from their illness, 
Both will take up work again thig 
month, 

The last prominent non-Aryan 
Berlin actress is about to go. Grete 
Mosheim is starting on a foreign 
tour of several months. 

D. L. 8S. film, ‘The Red Air-Fight. 
er,’ will commemorate the famous 
war ace, von Richthofen. The sur- 
viving members of his squdron are 
acting in the film. 

Fritz Kortner is going to the 
States in the fall. He will appear 
in two of his best roles, Shylock in 
‘The Merchant of Venice’ and the 
Czar in ‘The Patriot.’ 

Elizabeth Rethberg, star of the 
New York Opera, sang for her first 
return appearance at the Berlin 
State Opera, taking the part of Elsa 
in ‘Lohengrin.’ Klieiber directed the 
orchestra. The star had a terrific 
reception. 

During the whole of the week 
June 23 to July 1 not a single film 
first night occurred in this capital. 
This is a first pointer to the break 
in production caused by the uncer- 
tainty of producers owing to the 
now course in German politics. 

Sven Max Rheinhardt can no 
longer teach acting in Germany. 
After August, all school managers, 
even those of film and stage schools 
must prove their qualification as 
racially German by birth and mar- 
riage certificates of their parents. 

The first Nazi film, ‘S. A. Mann 
Brandt,’ could not be shown at a 
Frankfurt main theatre recently. 
The artist who had painted the out- 
door advertising proved to be a 
Jew, as was also the cofowner of 
the theatre. So the local Nazi chiefs 
stopped the show. 


Prague 


By Edward T. Heyn 





In Frain, South Bohemia, an open 
air theatre has been built before an 


old castle. e 
Don Bliss, American commercial 


attache, on a _ vacation trip to 
Switzerland. 
Erich von Wymethal of Philadel- 
phia will be a member of the Aus- 
sig North Bohemia city theatre 
next season. : 
Marie Kreschova-Skrivanova, 


once most popular of Czech sou- 
brettes, aged 52 years, committed 
suicide by hanging owing to finan- 
cial troubles. f 
‘Radio Journal,’ the broadcasting 
organ of Czechoslovakia, in which 
the Czechoslovak government holds 


51% interest, reported a profit of 
582,000 crowns. 
French films, chief features of 


Prague picture theatres this week, 
among them ‘Naked Woman’ at Lu- 
cerna and Kotva theatre and ‘The 
Hero of the Arena,’ French-Spanish 
film in Fenix Bio. 

Fee von Reichlin, young soubrette 
and dancer of Prague, has been en- 
gaged for the next season in 
Munich. Before beginning her new 
work Miss von Reichlin will ape 
pear with Richard Tauber in Lon- 
don and Paris. 


By Bob Brown 


WAPI has installed a_ velocitv 
mike. 
Bill Coury has been transferred 


to the Trianon. : 

Vaudeville lasted at the Ritz just 
about two winks. 

Coleman Sachs is filling in at the 
Thomas Jefferson. 

Rollin K. Stonebrook 
from Asbury’ Park. 

Yes or no for prohibition 
(18) as state votes. 

R. Burt Orndorff is back after an 
illness of three weeks. 

Pearl McKinney has been appear- 
ing at Highland Casino. 

The Redmont hotel is remodeling 
to keep in step with other hotels. 

Martel Brett has turned to scrue- 
tinizing stamps and hoarding them. 

Nelson Hampton and Dick Ken- 
nedy spending their vacations 11 
Florida. 
Joe Giattina and band have been 


came here 


today 


granted an extension at the Casino 
at Pensacola. 

Archie Williams and band have 
gone to the New Cloudland hotel at 
Cloudland, Ga., for three months 

Just let some smoke come out of 
the somestacks around this tow? 
and never again will the folks com- 
plain. 


Southea st 
mile. 
pest 


Railroad fares in the 
down to one and two cents 4 
Pullmans three cents without 
charges. 

Bill Young attended a family re 
union at Vernon, Ala., the other 
week and the town’s population was 





ly is 


greatly increased for a day 
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Milton Berger visiting here. 

Dells expects to keep running un- 
til Nov. 1. . 

Charley Althoff taking family to 
Bass Lake, Indiana. 

George Bren, father of Hollywood 
agent, visiting the expo. = 

Bruce Godshaw managing Riviera 
ballroom, Lake Geneva, Wis. 

Ted Mack stepped from Brown 
hotel, Denver, to Waukesha Beach. 

Harry Puck's producing corpora- 
tion is called Ruby Attractions after 

wife. 
arty Bloom back from road tour 
selling portable amplifiers for or- 

ras. 
— Herrmann in Atlantic City 
with Shriners, will go from there to 

, a. 
eae Ade and Meredith Nichol- 
gon came to town for Indiana day 

ir. 
9 ee sane Jr., will be assisted 
by Jack Hunt in managing the 
State-Lake. 

Dan Burke, veteran of 17 years 

at Luna Park, is guessing weight on 

dway. 
the reddle ‘Williams at Streets of 
Paris only colored orchestra at 

Torld’s Fair. 

Woynile in town the Lions Club In- 
ternational made the MGM pussy, 
Leo, a member. 

Around the corner from B&K’s 
Chicago is the Publix Profit-Shar- 
ing Penny Cafeteria. 

Jack Morrison of Skyride pro- 
moted to work with E. W. Owings 
on special events at expo. 

Abe Reynor, formerly maitre 
d@’hotel for Granada cafe, now man- 
aging ‘Old Mexico’ at expo. 

Jack Robbins spent Sunday at 
the World’s Fair, had Joey Ray for 
a train partner to the coast. 

Jan Garber threw a swimming 
party for the press and friends at 
the Lake Shore Athletic club. 

All the daily papers had reporters 
out Saturday (15) riding around in 
taxicabs clocking the new meters. 

Archie Herzoff threw a party at 
his home for the benefit of the old 
and new gang of Balaban & Katz 
exploiteers. 

Buddy Rogers will make a per- 
sonal appearance Wed. (19) when 
his picture, ‘Best of Enmies,’ opens 
at McVickers. 

Bill Hollander went to Toledo to 
set a publicity campaign for Para- 
mount there now under the John 
Balaban’s wing. 

Helen Reynolds (Reynolds and 
Donegan) broke in her new act, 
Seven Aerial Wonder Girls, at Con- 
gress over week-end. 

Girl hostess at B&K Chicago asks 
departing patrons, ‘Did you enjoy 
the show?’ Not reported what she 
says to those who say ‘No.’ 

Cafe de Paree, now loop nite spot, 
anxious to become an actor’s hang- 
out. Earl Bronson, m.c., inviting 
his performer pals to drop in. 

Peggy Worth’s oft-postponed 
show, ‘Peggy Behave,’ is now a 
Possibility for the Blackstone, with 
Edgar Mason and Lillian Dushell in 
support. 

Charles De Shein, from legit, imi- 
tates Ben Bernie over the Pabst 
Blue Ribbon public address system 
and many yokels mistake him for 
the maestro, 

Rei Terry with ‘Hired Husband’ 
at the Studebaker is Marie O’Sulli- 
van whose father, P. J. Sullivan, 
was superintendent of the Boston 
Store for 39 years. 

James Blaine, now with ‘Hired 
Husband,’ mentioned for the lead in 
a contemplated fall revival of an 
old Chauncey Olcott singing drama, 
‘Isle o’ My Dreams.’ 

O. M. and Helen Samuels having 
seen all the shows, including the 
World’s Fair, continued their all- 
summer trip with Minneapolis the 
next stop. They'll hit Manhattan 
in August. 

Hotel Crillon latest to jump into 
nite life swim with so-called South- 
ern Breakfast Club using Roger 
Grey, Gladys DeFoe, Buddy Lake, 
Maurice & Caranas and Freddie 
Hankel’s orch. 

Joe Parsons thinks the requests 
for old-time songs he’s getting is 
significant of the psychology of re- 
turning good times. During the de- 
pression his fans wanted hotcha 
stuff over the air. 

Cafe manager heard Roy Smeck 
Play the nkelele. ‘Ask $750,’ Smeck 
told his agent, ‘he told me my play- 
ing drove him crazy.’ A wire came 
back from agent, ‘Your playing only 
drove him crazy $500 worth.’ 

‘Take a Chance’ got notices that 
sounded like lyric poetry in praise 
of spring. First show to ask $3.30 
in months gave personal triumphs 
opening night to Olsen and John- 
#0n, Ethel Merman, Jack Whiting, 
Barbara Newberry and Doris Gro- 
day. Charles Hertzman and Rich- 
ard Berger handling company. 


Mexico, D. F. 


Foreigners’ summer school at the 
National University in session. 

California, Arizona and Louisiana 
absorbed 1,300 metric tons of Mexi- 
can beer during May, government 
reports. 

Completion works on the National 
theatre here are well advanced. 








Theatre has been under construc- 
tion nearly 30 years. 


Government 

















intends to have it completed and 
inaugurated next September. 

More breaks for pedestrians. New 

civic safety regulations oblige traf- 
fic cops to frequently halt streams 
of autos to allow passage of folk 
afoot. 
d Ciudad Juarez beer interests urg- 
ing federal government to abolish 
national tax on their sales and es- 
tablishments in event that Texas 
votes pro suds July 26. 

National University, founded in 
1553, and oldest American seat of 
learning, is conducting a contest 
which is expected to bring forth 
the Great Mexican Ballet. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway. 











Mrs. William Morris at Camp In- 
termissioning. 

Maurice Cohen sent back to bed 
with a bit of a fever. 

Jack Nicoll back to bed due to a 
setback. Not serious. 

Dan Astella, who weathered two 
hospital operations, still in bed. 

Are you writing to those that you 
know in Saranac Lake or elsewhere 
who are sick? 

Thanking Mrs. A. Heimlich for 
book for the library and also the 
kind thoughts, 

John Louden left for the French 
hospital for a look over stomach 
trouble complications. 

Archie Goulet, formerly Provost 
and Goulet, now up for one meal 
after two months of bedding. 

The passing of Gordon Wrighter, 
known as ‘Doc Rawhide,’ will be 
mourned by many an old timer. 

Eddie Voss off his exercise rou- 
tine on account of a bad ticket. 
Booked for a season mess of bed. 

George Neville, who saw about 
two years of N.V.A. San. here, is 
now a successful farmer in Florida. 

Victor Monroe of I.A.T.S.E. hold- 
ing up on the okay side. He is bed 
sided by his frau for a two-week 
run, % 

Lillian Morgan, after two weeks 
of the big town, returned to Sara- 
nac. She is downtowning for the 
rest. 

Dr. Edzar Mayer, the medico-in- 
chief of the sanatorium, is antici- 
pating a vacash in California and 
Cuba. 

Betty Huntington, who left here 
for a try of airing at Liberty, N. Y., 
sez she anticipates a return to 
Saranac, 

Nellie Qually, Australian singer 
and dancer, who is strictly in bed, 


struggling with a set-back. And 
successfully. 
Dr. George Stiver, ex-house 


medico here, and popular now, doc- 
toring at the Belmont hospital, 
Worcester, Mass. 

Joseph Vaughey, Denver pub- 
licity man, is leaving for Chicago 
and New York, his first out-of-the- 
cure trip in five years. 

‘Saranac Mirror,’ a newsy sheet, 
made it’s first appearance. Oscar 
Daily, well-known first-nighter, is 
at the helm. It’s a weekly. 

Tom Leniham, Tucson airer, feel- 
ing so good, he’s shooting gags that 
are spotted in Jimmy Starr’s Holly- 
wood column. Tom is an ex-the- 
atre critic. 

Ben Shaffer the comeback kid of 
the san. Only three weeks ago Ben 
was abed with a set-back. Now 
he’s motoring downtown feeling 
pretty good. 

Pontiac, local theatre, giving 
away trip to the Century of Prog- 
ress. It’s a give-away hook-up 
with the local merchants. Natives 
going for it. 

H. C. Ricketson sold to the Ring- 
ling Bros., Barnum & Bailey shows 
three polar bears that he had here 
for some time as a flash for an in- 
door golf course. 

Edith Cohen and Lillian Zeigler 
motored to Stony Wald sanatorium 
to visit Martha Growald, an ex- 
N.V.A. guest patient, who is doing 
very well curing there. 

Charles Sparks, manager of the 
Downey Bros. circus, Saranaced it 
for one day and held open house for 
every showfolk curer. Everything 
was open, even the cook house. 

Mrs. Sydney Piermont, who did 
the ozone thing up to an absolute 
come-back, spending a short vacash 
here accompanied by her husband, 
Sydney Piermont, Loew booker, and 
Patty Moore. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Henry Ooster- 
kamp, Cincinnati, Ohio—the George 
Harmon, who is curing here, was 
formerly of the vaudeville act of 
Joy Bros. and Gloom, and is not the 
George Harmon of circus fame. 

Fred Buck, who is strictly bed- 
ding it, received a surprise visit 
from Duke Rothrock, former bass 
and tuba player of Warings Penn- 
sylvania, who is now connected 
with the Faun Club orchestra here. 
Both wind jammers are natives of 
Tyrone, Pa. : 

Holiday visitors to Al Jocker, his 


wife and son; to William Canton, 
his sister; to Mike McMamee, his 
son and dauchter; to Tommy Vicks, 
his brother and wife; to Eddie Voss, 
Jack Lewis; to George Harmon 
Jack Hirsch. to Natalie Feldman 
her father and mother. 





Jersey Shore 


By Wes Nolte 





The beer war is on. 

Kiviette around on week-ends. 

Outboard motor water polo is the 
latest. 

Joseph Gaites visits Bessie Clay- 
ton at West End. 

May Leslie has opened dance stu- 
dios at Rumson and Deal. 

Nick, the Greek, drops in and 
gives the local boys some action. 

Tom Burley says WCAP will join 
Ed Wynn's chain if it goes through. 

A Mardi Gras will replace the 
baby parade at Asbury Park this 
year. 

Lou Irwin is practically commut- 
ing between Broadway and Ross- 
Fenton. 

There’s a new colored nite club 
in Asbury Park tagged the ‘Stormy 
Weather.’ 

‘Uncle’ Pete and Louise, of radio 
(WAAM), a Unity (Ocean Grove), 
club booking. 

Edna Johnson, ‘Scrappy’ Lam- 
bert’s ex, driving around the shore 
in a new Minerva. 

Johnny Creutz borrows Eddy 
Duchin’s car and drives to Long 
Branch to hit a pole. 

Corinne Hunting, Tony’s wife, 
nursing a sprained leg, the result 
of a fall in Red Bank, 

The government, says Abe John- 
son, Vivian Johnson’s father, owes 
‘em 11 grand income tax. 

Irving Strouse wouldn't take that 
cut at Ross-Fenton, so now he’s 
p.a.’ing the Deal Players (stock). 

A Xmas party will be held at the 
Colony Club next week. A tree, 
Santa Claus and all the trimmings. 

Kolia Nagen and his Gypsy Trio 
set for Friday night supper dances 
at Vivian Johnson’s, Monmouth 
Beach. 

The Kingsley Arms Roof, Asbury 
Park, formerly a casino, goes night 
club next week with Oscar Shim- 
merman managing. 

The late Julian Mitchell’s West 
End estate may be turned into a 
health farm this fall, according to 
Bessie Mitchell (Clayton). 

Some new spots now open. Mea- 
down View Inn, Belford; Shark 
River Hills Club, Shark River; 
Wanamassa Gardens, Wanamassa; 
Leonardo Grill, Leonardo; Le Deau- 
ville Inn, Belmar; Dic’s Roof, Bel- 
mar and Wilsons,’ Long Branch. 


Long Island 


By Joe Wagner 








Auto racing at Deer Park. 

Mineola Fair dated for Sept. 19. 

Slot machine arrests plentiful in 
Queens, 

The midnight Italian pics at 
Loew’s Plaza in Corona draw. 

Boulevard theatre opened with 
Lenore Ulric in ‘East of the Sun’ 


(24). 

Lucille Shearwood is doing the 
dramatic news and reviews for the 
L. I. Star.’ 

Glen Cove will try shows with 
unemployed actors with Arch Tap- 
pen in charge. 

Alex LaWander, g.m. for Robert- 
son Brothers Circus, used to be a 
minister. He preached a sermon 
Sunday in a Long Island City 
church, 





San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 





Ken Dailey off for Malibu Lake 
and a rest. 

Jan .Rubini’s frau, Adele Crane, 
off for a trip. 

Earl Sapiro and 
Williams, divorcing. 

Hank Goldenburg back on the job 
after a brief illness. 

Mike McDonnell is feeding the cat 
while the wife’s away. 

Val Valente has taken his band 
down to Capitola for the summer. 

Estelle Loveland, NBC hostess, 
leaves Aug. 8 for a round-world 
trip. 

Duke Meyer away from his ‘Call- 
Bulletin’ radio ed’s job, Bob Hall 
subbing. 

Cy Trobbe has landed the or- 
chestra contract for the United 
Fruit boats. 

Fox, too, is after Jean Kelly, who 
turned down Metro, preferring to 
stick to her jigging. 

Though they call him a fighter, 
Slapsie Maxie Rosenbloom still has 
ambitions to be an actor. 

The Milton Samuels and the Sam 
Loughners (Louire Landis) have 
gone and bought themselves homes. 

Tom Van Osten back to Sacra- 
mento for the theatre interests now 
that State legislature has re-con- 
vened. 

Al Ackerman is pappy. Mrs. 
Ackerman is Herman Wobber’s sis- 
ter, and babe was born on Wobber’s 
birthday. 

Bert Catley finally broke 100 and 
was so unnerved that he dropped 
his clubs in front of an auto and 
smashed ’ern. 

A singing contract for 


wife, Dorothy 


Standard 


Charlie Leonard gives up hotel life 
and goes domestic in an apartment 
with a stove and everything. 

Up for ‘Gold Diggers’ opening at 
the Par: Joe E. Brown, Warren 
William, Bette Davis, Lyle Talbot, 
Patricia Ellis and Glenda Farrell. 

Jimmy Hatlo, ‘Call-Bull’ cartoon- 
ist, back via the canal from N. Y., 
where it’s reported he landed some- 
thing other than his present Hearst 
syndicate stuff, 


Stroudsburg 


By John J. Bartholomew 








Mario Cappelli concerting here- 

abouts. 

Malarsky’s Marionettes doing the 

resort circuit. 

Billy Stein and his band at Hi- 

awatha Lakes. 
David Warfield 

Pocono Manor. 
MacDonough’s Collegians playing 

at the Villa Caliente. 

Extremely cold July almost ruined 

holiday resort business. 

Johnny Weir’s Dixie Knights fea- 

tured at Penn Hills Tavern. 

Rudy Carol and his WCBA dance 

band playing at Lake Mineola. 

Penn. State College ‘Big Ten’ 

dance band summering at Cleo’s 

ballroom. 

National ping-pong champion, 

James Jacobson, competing § at 

Karamac Kamp. 

Federal permit granted to local 

brewery now owned by the Neu- 

stadt] Brewery Corp. 

Book Manufacturers Institute of 

America holding a ‘code’ conference 

at Buck Hill Falls Inn. 

Queena Mario of Met. Opera flew 

from Buck Hill to west coast for 

concert at Santa Barbara and Hol- 

lywood Bowl. 


summering§ at 





Providence 


By A. Alfred Marcello 





Garrett Byrnes is a papa now. 

Billy McDermott in double har- 
ness again. 

It’s like old times again for Ed- 
ward L. Reed. 

Ken Whitmer is the new orches- 
tra leader at Loew’s State. 

Tommy Meehan getting a brief 
respite from dinner speaking. 

Fred Lovett is back again at his 
old Olneyville stand, the Olympia. 

There are four dark theatres in 
town—Carlton, Fay’s, Metropolitan, 
and the Modern. 

Charles L. Schofield, director, will 
spend the summer at Buttonwoods 
with Mrs. Schofield (Nora Parkin- 
son ingenue). 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 








Bert Hensen from Albany back at 
RKO Palace. Al Gregg out as press 
agent. 

With J. J. Franklin gone, Nat 
Holt’s now supervising local RKO 
houses again. 

Bill McDermott, ‘Peedee’ drama 
crick, shooting special yarns back 
from Moscow. 

Butch Limbach treking to New 
York with hopes of peddling his il- 
lustrated shocker. 

Paul Hughes of Penthouse Players 
and Juanita Hornbrook back from 
eastern honeymoon, 

Bill Parent and Howard Kraus 
backing new Rainbow Gardens, 
town’s ace beer spot. 

Phil Selznick, owner of Club Ma- 
drid, p.a.ing for Thistledown race- 
track during summer. 

Gus Peck, local artist with itching 
feet, joined Ringling-Barnum cir- 
cus to find inspiration. 

Staff of indie Hippodrome given 
$5-per-week raise by Charles Doty. 
First salary hike on rialto. 

Mrs. A. H. Woods in town visit- 
ing the junior Ralph Ketterings, 
who are awaiting the stork. 

Knox Strachan, ex - manager 
Keith’s 105th, doing publicity for 
indie Hipp. Elmer Weiner’s out. 

Eleanor Wittenberg, local dancer 
and Rae Samuels protege, rehears- 
ing for fall vaude revue of her own. 

Dave Lederman postponing new 
burlesque circuit scheme for Ca- 
nadian fishing trip with Bert Klein. 

Miriam Ann Cramer, local actress, 
married to William Georges June 30 
following elopement to Girard, Pa. 

Walter Wilson quitting Hanna 
stock as stage director to hie back 
to Gotham. George Fox taking over 
job. 





Musicians’ Jocal dickering with 
circuit managers for return of 
vaude. New contracts come up 
Aug. 1 

Gertrude Haworth, sister-in-law 
of Wally Ford of pictures, deserts 
rialto for gossip-writing job in 
Hollywood. 





Nee ee — ~ ——$—$—<———————————— 
: Hollywood 
Eddie Hatrick lost his cane. 
Bobby Clark an omnivorous 
reader. 
Pete Ermatinger's raising rabbits 
Oil has been handed to Helen Mus- {4nd chickens ene 
selman, who can still appear on| Karen Morley admits she is price 
other NBC programs, ing basinettes 
With the wife and baby back, Pete Smith bought himself a 12- 


cylinder Lincoln. 

Film mob getting its sun tan on 
the fishingebarges. 

Al Rockett anxious to get rid of 
one of his beach houses. 

W. P. Anderson, former Hearst 
exec, selling desert land. 

Can't be caught at home without 
a case of beer these days. 

Joe Simmons in this week for 
confabs on indie product. 

George Walsh gets first pic part 
in a year in ‘The Bowery.’ 

J. Farrell MacDonald built a 
home on his Oregon ranch. 
Norman Foster Honolulu-bound 
for five weeks’ solo vacation. 

Al Jolson introducing himself on 
the Warner lot as ‘Mr. Ruby Keeler.’ 
Sdward Earl Kay the only legit 
producer in captivity speaking Chi- 
nese. 

Joe Toplitzky had his first air ex- 
perience in flying home from New 
York. 

Howard Hughes wants a new 
yacht big enuff to berth his air- 
plane, 

Hollywood apartment managers 
making it hard on the dog and cat 
fanciers. 

When Johnny Weissmuller drives 
his car Lupe Velez is right behind 
in her sedan. 

Clyde Elliott back from the South 
Seas, where he was making ‘Man 
Eater’ for Fox. 

Lester Arnold, juve actor, will be 
out of pictures for two months with 
a broken ankle. 

E. B. Shiddell here regarding ex- 
pansion of Hollywood plant of Col 
phonograph plant. 

Trem Carr wouldn’t trust a plane 
on his trip to Chicago for the 
Monogram conclave. 

Otis Wiles deserts the local news- 
paper field to pound out features for 
the Metro publicity dept. 

The Wilhelm Dieterless threw a 
party at the Chinese’ theatre, 
Oriental, not Grauman’s. 

George Sidney, son of Louis K, 
Sidney of Loew’s theatre depart- 
ment, here to land in pictures. 

Ben Goetz forsaking New York, 
except for necessary biz trips, to 
settle in Hollywood permanently. 

Carmel Myers makes her legit 
bow today (Tues.) at the Pasadena 
playhouse in ‘A Lion in Her Lap.’ 

Dorothy Burgess’ back sprained 
during a fight scene in ‘Four Wise 
Girls’ at Universal. Condition im- 
proving. 

Besides operating the Criterion, 
T. L. Tally runs a mountain ranch 
resort and a radio and photograph 
business. 

Suit filed in Superior court by 
American Baptist Publication So- 
ciety vs. Isaac Horwitz to foreclose 
a mortgage. 

George Barbier lays claim to being 
the longest-married actor in Holly- 
wood. He and Carrie have stuck 
for 34 years. 

Joseph Jefferson O’Neil back on 
the L. A. ‘Examiner’ editorial staff 
after a period in Columbia’s pub- 
licity department. 

Roy Hunt gets in Saturday (22) 
by plane from Rio de Janeiro with 
atmospheric background for Radio’s 
‘Flying Down to Rio.’ 

Former DeMille bungalow on the 
Metro lot was too arty for the 
readers, so it is being rebuilt and 
toned down in appearance. 

Charles Burkett, manager of 
Princeton football team in 1922, 
brought here by Warners as techni- 
cal adviser on ‘Football Coach.’ 

Struck by the wind-wing of an 
auto, Buddy Mason, film stunt man, 
sent to the Hollywood Receiving 
hospital with a dislocated shoulder 
and concussions, 

Six or eight press agents who 
formerly worked for Arthur Wenzel 
held a reunion at a downtown hotel 
this week. Meeting was a secret 
affair so that Wenzel wouldn't find 
out. 

Wm. R. Hearst insisted that a 
special pass be given Louella Par- 


(Continued on page 78) 





Denver 





Barnes circus here July 20, 21, 22, 

R. J. Morrison in new Packard 
sedan. 

Elmer Sedin checking things over 
at the RKO exchange. 

J. R. Keitz spending a week in 
N. M. selling Monogram. 

Tony Hartford goes back to work 
—Universal sends him to Seattle. 

Jerry Zigmond, Denver manager, 
and Mrs. Zigmond, parents of 
daughter, Gerre Sue. 

Berta Sparks, of RKO exchange, 
and Arthur M. Bennett, chemist, 


marry. Will live here. 

John Greve, Oak Creek, Colo., and 
J. K. Powell, Palisades, exhibs., on 
film row filling date books. 

Don Darragh, on road in north- 
west with Spanish Fiesta idea, re- 
ports business up with stage show. 

‘Be Mine night’ ran 13 days at 
Hiawatha neighborhood house, 
Probably longest run ever in Dene- 
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the Penn, will be the Pittsburgh 
Civic Opera’s choral director next 
season, 
Howard Addelsberger, former O B 
treasurer at the Stanley, has 
dropped from 208 to 169 pounds in 
a few months. 
The Mike Cullens are vacationing 
: : i antic City. $o are Harr : ‘ 
(Continued from page 77) ing up his rentals, and ill health . a = sonar EDWARD DILLON nected with the. Morgan Lithograph 
rer o ac “s. € hos € vr . . “ ". ; nant z 
gons, Hearst chatterer, to get her ed ea Bertin Dr Otto | Kenfield just got back, Edward Dillon, 53, actor-director, stipe tnt Saisie adieaece ee are 
> tT jc ic rivie , . ~ ve 
car on the Metro lot. This is privi Schoenwald, who started as a vo- died at his Hollywood home July 11 ehieiiée-ta Chatiee QaR lover s 
lege that most executives there do ‘alist in musical tab and operettas vd » from a heart attack. As an actor, . e ad- 
not enjoy. : , and was with Walter Catlett, Ho- Nl po he appeared with Mary Pickford in vertising. Mr. Lynch brought the 
George Thomas piloted Warren) bart Cavanaugh and others in the By Bill Kiley her early pictures, and also with film, ‘Dante's Inferno, one of the 
William, Bette Davis, Glenda foe old Bothwell Browne tabs, will Douglas Fairbanks and Jack Pick-| {rst multiple-reel motion pictures 
rell, Lyle Talbot, Patricia Ellis, Ann carry on the business. Ken Collins must buy  those| ford. shown in America, to this country 


Dvorak and Leslie Fenton through 
the opening of ‘Gold Diggers’ at 
’Frisco’s Paramount 

Announcement of the birth of a 
daughter to Blanche and John 
Sheehan was in the form of a 
‘VarigTY’ ad presenting ‘a produc- 
tion from an original idea by Jack 
Sheehan, continuity by Blanche 
Sheehan, no other credits.’ 

Joseph M. Schenck flew to the 
Chicago convention of United Ar- 
tists Sunday (16). Sam Goldwyn, 
Abe Lehr, Al Lichtman, Hal Horne 
and Edward Finney left by train 
July 14. Next day G. P. Sully and 
Lynn Farnol hopped a plane. 

Harry Ruby, raconteur and sec- 


ond-baseman, has in the past 
month added to his first edition 
collection copies of ‘Moby Dick, 


‘Scarlet Letter,’ ‘Way of All Flesh,’ 
‘Alice in Wonderland,’ ‘Lady or the 
Tiger,’ ‘Emerson’s ‘Essays,’ and 
‘Human Bondage.’ 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





‘Be Mine Tonight’ starting 14th 
weke at World. 

Jack Murray, Publix artist, father 
of six-pound boy. 

Ted Colvin, State doorman, made 
a flying tackle to capture auto thief. 

Walter Eddy new accessory man- 
ager at Universal. 

Gentry Brothers Dog & Pony 
show season’s first tent attraction. 

‘Mystic 13,’ Minneapolis league of 
magicians, planning national or- 
ganization. 

Exchange men and exhibitors to 
hold ‘golf tournament at Detroit 
Lakes, Minn. 

Charlie Perry, long a Publix divi- 
sion manager, back home here with 
plans indefinite. 

Baer-Schmeling fight pictures 
outdrew Sharkey-Carnera more than 
two to one at RKO Orpheum. 

Johnny Green, orchestra conduc- 
tor and composer, back to New 
York after stay at State theatre. 

W. C. Robertson, Star managing 
editor and friend of theatres, ap- 
pointed Minneapolis postmaster. 

Local neighborhood house adver- 
tising Rube Benton, veteran Min- 
neapolis baseball pitcher, in person. 

‘Randy’ Merriman and Charles 
Green, former Minnesota theatre 
staff men, going out with act, play- 
ing county and state fairs. 

With Richard Dix, former Twin 
Cityite, and Winifred Coe (Mrs. 
Dix), ex-Minneapolitan, local folks 
much interested in their marital 
rift. 

Eddie Tunstell, Metropolitan man- 
ager, leaving for New York this 
month to book road shows Jor Twin 
Cities, announces that Katharine 
Cornell and Eva La Gallienne have 
been set. 

Joe Podloff, head booker at Fox 
for two years, has been promoted 
to sales’ staff, with Paul Lundquist, 
his assistant, moving up to his post. 

Bill Shartin of local Universal 
exchange winner in U national 
newsreel sales contest and gets 
cash prize. 

John Alden, Tribune picture critic, 
making survey, found that State 
theatre’s best screen box office bets 
were, in the order named. ‘42d 
Street,’ ‘State Fair,’ ‘She Done Him 
Wrong,’ ‘Silver Dollar’ and ‘Sign 
of the Cross’; RKO Orpheum, ‘Ani- 
mal Kingdom’ and ‘Kid from Spain’; 
Century, ‘Reunion in Vienna,’ ‘Sec- 
ond Hend Wife,’ ‘Working Man,’ 
‘Frisco Jenny,’ ‘Secrets,’ and ‘Hot 
Pepper.’ State, however, had big- 
gest week with Mills Brothers in 
person; the Orpheum, with White's 

‘Scandals’ on stage. 


Oakland 


By Wood Soanes 








Lester Thompson still vacation- 
fing here! 

A new type of sex show went into 
the T. & D., second run downtown 
house, last week when ‘Back to Na- 
ture,’ the Nudist picture started a 
week’s run. ‘ 

Gene. Ebey, son of George, lessee 
of the Fulton here, is planning a 
stock season, trying to line up 
shows enough to run at least for 12 
weeks. The house is dark at pres- 
ent, last attraction being vaude. 

And another change of policy at 
the Premier. The Will Cowan vaude 
folded after a week, the house shut 
as usual, and now it opens anew 
with burlesque, with Jess Mack as 
producer, and Sam Farnum as co- 
comice. 

Dr. R. C. Anderson, local dentist 
and realty operator, who came from 
the old medicine shows and devel- 
oped into a local financier, shot and 
killed himself last week in his 
@owntown offices. An $80,000 de- 
ficiency judgment against him, ty- 








St. Paul 


By Walt Raschick 





Ed Furni is looking for a job. 
Jane Rogers turns ad solicitor. 
It’s five cents for 12 ounces here. 
Fred Strong new city ed of the 
‘News.’ 
Billy Mick moves to the Minne- 
apolis Palace. 
Mike Fadell ballyhooing Minne- 
apolis park concerts. 
Zita McSherry working in Chi- 
cago at state’s exhibit. 
Walt Raschick in Chi with Nor- 
man Ross for summer, 
Golf course biz way off despite 
price cuts for city links. 
Jack Foster hits WCCO with 
band from Mystic Caverns. 
Walter Van Camp’s smiling 
visage again a Loop fixture. 
Tourist biz 20 percent above last 
year among 10,000 lakes despite the 
fair. 
Mid-summer ice carnival and 
skating meet at Muny auditorium, 
Aug. 2. 
‘Gold Diggers’ in for second week 
at the Par, first hold over in many 
moons. 
German Village and Roosevelt 
Gardens this week's additions to 
beer flood. 
Free beer the come-on now at 
many gas stations. 
RCA drew $500 Minnesota check, 
royalty on five 16 mm. sound reels 
being used at fair. 
Publix re-leased Tower when Joe 
Friedman threatened a _e 15-cent 
price scale for the Loop house. 
Governor Olson considering mu- 
sicians’ proposal for a 168-piece 
symphony to play in state parks. 
Abe Harris, editor of a new rag, 
‘Minnesota Conservationist,’ with 
Jack Maloney advertising manager. 


Baltimore 


Dave Keiser tying up the display 
rental service locally. 

Overwork taking some poundage 
from Norman Goldstein. 

Sam Wheeler finally getting ac- 
customed to be seen without his 
mustache. 

Town saw its first parade in 
months when the Singer’s Midgets 
marched and tied up traffic. 

Hon Nickel off to the country for 
a spell, leaving his gas station, Em- 
bassy and Gayety to their own de- 
vices. 

Prosperity may be back but the 
RKO exchange still has the sign 
posted high: ‘Write; don’t tele- 
graph.’ 

Bob Smeltzer and Norman Moray 
started in the film business to- 
gether, and both are still together 
in Warner Bros. 

Rosemary and Frazier establish- 
ing a new run record locally for 
vaude performers, going into their 
seventh week at the Maryfair Gar- 
dens. 











Fort Wayne 


By Robert Baral 





Centlivre brewery reopening. 

New Berghoff Grill opens Aug. 15. 

‘Journal-Gazette’ turns to after- 
noon daily. 

Town wants Charlie Davis back 
at Emboyd. 

Manny Marcus moves here from 
Indianapolis. 

Ralph Fisher 
club shortly. 

Few know that Dorothy Dickson 
was born here. 

Julian Falk off to Minneapolis for 
RKO with Jack Gross. 

Geneva Kruse with 
Browne dancers on tour. 

Billie Haaga, former vaude single, 
says she is through with the road. 

Town without a morning sheet 
now. Frank Roberts advanced to 
managing editor of ‘Journal-Ga- 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


opening Uptown 


Murray 








Paul Whiteman has been booked 
for a one-night stand at the Wil- 
lows, July 26. 

With the closing of the Fulton, 
L. B. Cool, mgr., is pulling out for 
his old home in Akron, O. 

Eddie Klein has dropped his floor 
show at the Mayfair Roof and 
switched to a no-cover policy. 

Jack Pettis has added four men 
to his band at the Urban Room, 
with a World’s Fair date in pros- 
pect. 


Al Goldenberg, local actor-play- 





wright, summering at the West- 
chester Playhouse in Mt. Kisco, 
Mm. =. 

Homer Ochenshirt, ex-pianist at 








cigars in a hardware store. 

Bandmaster Louie Lowe's little 
girl has the whooping cough. 

A. J. Kalberer is getting accus- 
tomed to sunlight once more. 

Ace Berry likes his panama hat 
so well he wears it in his office. 

Jimmie - Hatton, KYW, Chicago, 
crooner, back here on vacation. 

Burley shows forget their slogan, 
‘hottest show in town,’ during the 
summer, 

Dale Young, who used to pull 
theatre organ stops, nows pulls 
them in church, 

Everyone that could get away 
went to Chicago for Indiana Day at 
the World’s Fair. 

Trade wonders how long it will 
be before a picture with kidnapped 
millionaire plot comes along. 

Don Hastings, once a local radio 
announcer, has bought himself a 
radio station in Anderson, Ind. 

Ted Nicholas, after 14 hours a 
day at the Lyric for three months, 
forgot how to play bridge on his 
first night off. 

Apollo looks like it’s hiding be- 
hind front-line ramparts with con- 
struction work on sewage system 
cluttering entrance. 


St. Louis 


Cullen Espy to Chicago to look 
over acts and take a peek at World's 
Fair. 

George Tyson gave swell party 
at his suburban home for news- 
paper and theatre folks. 

George Y. Hanger, ex-local scribe, 
home on vacation from job as War- 
ner Bros. city manager at Oklahoma 
City. 

‘Whoopee’ being revived for Grand 
Central despite only fair success 
for ‘King of Jazz’ at next-door Mis- 
souri. 

Beauty contest winners from 
south and west booked into Ambas- 
sador week of July 21. Twenty-one 
girls, including ‘Miss Missouri,’ se- 
lected by opposition house, Fox. 
Central Theatres’ sign . work 
straightened out after several weeks 
of argument between theatres and 
union. Final setup has C. E. John- 
son, former Missouri man, in charge 
of his own shop, handling all work. 
Decision awaited in Warner Bros. 
suit for 23 neighborhood houses for- 
merly operated by Skourases. War- 
ners purchased houses from Skouras 
and then relinquished them. Re- 
ceivers now operating, with War- 
ners claiming receivership no longer 
necessary. 


Lincoln, Neb. 


By Barney Oldfield 














Local really 
busy. 

Ethelyn Colwell back on her pins 
after an operation. 

Don Larimer joins KFAB staff; 
ditto Cliff Conway. 

Trying wrestling at the Beach, 
but the mob won’t come. 

Liberty theatre opened, 
orated n’ everything (29). 

Sun theatre walled up and made 
into a billboard for the Colonial. 

Harper's Circus, originating here, 
reports good biz in the outcountry. 

Vaude is being handled around 
town in a ‘Button, button’ style. 
First one house and then another. 


Hartford 


By M. H. Hammer 


brokerage houses 


redec- 








Super markets galore spring up. 

. Walter Brown again doing his col- 
umn for the ‘Courant.’ 

Fred Gleason, manager of Capitol, 
motoring to California. 

Peggy O’Brien leaves theatre for 
a job in the grocery business. 

A squeak in the Palace floor 
scared scores of women and the 
squeak is still a mystery. 

Vernica Terosky and Flavia Sloat 
in Allyn box office, get the keenest 
looking outfits for cashiering. 

Hartford wil miss legit that leaves 


Rochester 


By Don Record 








Beer war on with 21-o0z. schuppers 
for a dime. 


Hughie Barrett weds Violet De 
Marsh of Rochester. 
Peggy Hart in air series ‘Way- 


faring Men’ over WABC. 

Harold Raives operating 
in Fairport and Rialto in 
Rochester. 

William (Pete) Monroe of Hornell; 
50 years a concessionaire, announces 
retirement. 

Manager B. E. Carson of the Hotel 


Temple 
East 





Dillon was born in New York, and 
served his acting apprenticeship 
with Otis Skinner. He appeared 
later with Rose Melville in ‘Sis 
Hopkins.’ Durng his stage career, 
he appeared between seasons in 
Biograph pictures. 

Deceased was one of the first 
directors in pictures, having han- 
dled the meg on Edison features in 
which Harry Beaumont was fea- 
tured. 

His former wife, Frances N. Dil- 


lon, is now a fan mag scribe in 
Hollywood. 

Survived by a sister and a broth- 
er, Jack Dillon, 





GERALD AMES 

Gerald Ames, stage and screen 
actor, died in London, England, 
July 4, as the result of a fall in an 
underground subway. He had 
broken his back 16 years ago fall- 
ing from a horse in the making of 
a film, and later was hurt in a 
street accident. 

Deceased’s earliest appearance 
was in Shakespeare with Sir Frank 
Benson, and he later appeared with 


Sir Charles Wyndham and Sir 
George Alexander. He was 52 years 
old. 





WILLIAM ZIMMERMANN 
William Zimmermann, 67, one of 
the oldest stage hands in Milwau- 


kee, died at his home, 1931 West 
Walnut street, that city, after a 
long illness. 

Zimmermann began his stage 


work 51 years ago at the old Nun- 
namacher Opera House, now the 
Pabst theatre, and had been em- 
ployed in nearly all local houses. 
At the time of his retirement a 
year ago he was on the Davidson 
staff. 
A brother survives. 





NORA ELY BARNELL 


Nora Ely Barnell, 51, former ec- 
t.ess and veteran casting director, 
known to Hollywood as ‘Miss Ely,’ 
died July 10 in Los Angeles follow- 
ing a cerebral hemorrhage. 

Deceased started her career w:th 
Thomas Ince as an actress and later 
became assistant director fcr Rob- 
ert Brunton. Of late she has been 
casting director for Harold Lloyd 
and Hal Roach. Her husband and 
two children survive. 





OSCAR J. LYNCH 

Oscar J. Lynch, cf New York, 
widely known in theatrical and pic- 
ture circles in that city, died 
July 5, at the home of a sister in 
Cleveland. 

Mr. Lynch was born in Fremont, 
O., and went to Cleveland as a 
young man. There he was con- 





Pa., to 
Eric 


Cadillac goes to Reading, 
operate three Grenoble hotels. 
MacEwan replaces him here. 


New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 


Nate Rubin in from N. Y. for a 
week. 

Whatever became of Bill Barry’s 
vaude idea? 

Billy Elder looking at cottages 
built for two. 

Lou Tellegen’s company 
a hit over in Guilford. 

Paris Players on their busiest 
season in Stony Creek. 

Walter Lloyd 
local kids after free show. 

Eddie Lush and Joe Bonyar have 
written a ditty for Babe Miller. 

Eddie Murphy of Arthur office off 
for a Fla. trip by sea with family. 

Actors Associated running a 








scoring 


series of summer shows at Wood- 
mont. 

Marchesa Gerini, S. Z. Poli's 
daughter, on visit to magnate's 
summer home. 

Local sheet carries Westport 
Country Playhouse ads, although 
the spot is miles away. 

Elimination of Arthur office 


switchboard has tossed Mae Riley 





into the army of unemployed. 













from Italy. Two risters, both liv. - 
ing in Cleveland, survive. 

Funeral services July 7 from St. 
Anns church in Fremont, O., and 
burial was there. 


ae. eS eS SS 


MICHAEL MCNAMEE 


Michael McNamee, 72, died at the 
N. V. A. sanatorium at Saranac 
Lake, after a continuous illness of 
three years. 

He was a member of Local No, 1, 


tt 2 a 








stands aces with 





LA. T. S. E., and had been under 


Lal ain tit. = 4] 






























the care of the N. V. A, for four 
years. 

A daughter and two sons survive, 
Burial in East Orange, N. J. 





DERBY BROWN 


Derby Brown, 50, oldtime  the- 
atrical manager, died of a _ heart 
attack Saturday night (15) at his 
home in Brookline, Mass. 

Once a_ professional singer, he 
later managed shows for Henry W. 
Savage. Was a member of Lambs 
club. Survived by his wife, and a 
daughter, Joan. 





HARRY S. DALE, SR. 


Harry S. Dale, Sr., 75, who played 
the tenor role of Sir Guy of Gis- 
bourne in ‘Robin Hood’ with the 
Bostonian Opera Co. for hundreds 
of performances all over the coun- 
try, died July 11 at his home in 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Before joining the opera troupe — 
he was with the Bloodgood Mins ° 
strels for several years, 





JOHN M. FEDRIS 


John M. Fedris, 71, who besides ° 
Richard Mansfield managed Chaun- 
cey Olcott, John Drew and Henry 
Miller at various times in their cae 
reers, died July 10 of a complicae- 
tion of ailments in his Englewood, 
N. J., home. 

Fedris was a nephew of Robert ° 
B. Mantell and from the late actor 
received his start as a producer. 





ALFRED M. BENTINGER 


Alfred M. Bentinger, 42, vice 
president and general manager of 
United Artists studios, died at 
Playa del Rey, July 15, Details will 
be found in a news dispatch in the 
picture section. 





CHARLES HENRY HALL 

Charles Henry Hall, 77, former 
opera singer, died July 10 in Los 
Angeles following a brief illness, 
Deceased is survived by his widow 
and two children. 

JACK ‘SLIM’ RILEY 

Jack ‘Slim’ Riley, 38, film cowboy, | 
died July 9, in the Newhall, Calif, 
sanitarium following a _ protracted 
illness. Deceased is survived by his 
widow and parents. 





TOBIAS D. MCLAY 
Tobias D. McLay, 55, business 
agent for the Studio Utilities Em- 
ployees, died July 14, in North Hol- 
lywood, Calif., from a heart ailment. 
ilis widow survives. 





WALTER SPENCER BROWN 

Walter Spencer Brown, 62, drama 
critic for the Hartf+rd, Conn. ‘Cou- 
rant’ for more than 30 years, died 
at his Hartford home July 10. BrownA 
also covered music for the paper. 





Paul Howse, 59, Los Angeles po- 
lice commissioner, who was presi- 
dent of the Breakfast Club, in which 








filmdom is well represented, died 
July 10, following an apoplecti¢ 
stroke. His wife and son survive. 
Father of Al, George and Arthur 
Piantadosi, all three of the latter 
in the music publishing business 
died at his home in Brookly® 
July 10. 
Mother of Edward H. Smith, now 
on WOWO, Fort Wayne, and former- 
died sud- 


ly of WGY, Schenectady, 
denly at Fort Wayne. 
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World's Fair 


OUTDOORS —BURLESQUE 





Concessions 





Chicago, July 17. 
(This list is supplementary to a previous 
report printed some weeks ago in VARIETY. 
Since that time numerous changes have 
eccurred throughout the Century of Prog- 
ress Exposition.) 





Morocco 


A large area enclosed in white- 
washed stucco walls and near 
Streets of Paris and Belgian Vil- 
lage. This was not commented upon 
when first seen in the belief it was 
unfinished. However, a couple of 
weeks later it looked about the 
game, As a sample of the place 
just inside the main gate a ram- 
shackle old trunk, apparently aban- 
doned was unmoved after several 
weeks. It stuck out in the centre 
of the patio like a sore thumb. 

Oriental shops and minor attrac- 
tions occupy the space along the 
walls. There is no roof over the 
center. Sand-readers tell fortunes 
and find more costumers than the 
other places. seem to find. On the 
outside wall facing the street the 
French Line steamship company 
has a pamphlet-distributing office. 


Miss America of 1933 


A good-natured peep show. And 
not such a little peep at that. Miss 
America shows 95%. Enough for 
Iowa at 25c. Doing pretty well 
night caught. About 40 persons 
present for the short performance 
of around five minutes. Interior of 
building is U-shaped to make it 
seem like a long walk up to the rail 
beyond which Miss America un- 
robes. 

Two girls used outside for bally- 
hoo, plus Miss America, the sym- 
posium of all the perfect measure- 
ments, and half a dozen barkers, 
mob-pusher-inners, and excitement 
gencrators, Mechanical music and 
spiels and using two box offices. 

Usual inside stalling for a crowd 
worthy of the little lady who uses 
a negligee with some skill in re- 
vealing nearly all behind a thin 
scrim. But well lighted. Manage- 
ment provided a good-looking gal 
with something to show so the 
chumps don’t feel so chumpy as 
they do when leaving some of the 
other shows. Burlesque strippers 
give about the same exhibition ex- 
cept that ‘Miss America,’ like Eadie, 
acts like a lady. 


A. & P. Carnival 


Free. And—guess it— packed. 
Very attractive open air arrange- 
ment has band shell surrounded by 
fan-shaped hip- parking space. 
Boundaries are arched 12-foot 
hedges, forming a pretty picture. 
Some groceries on display in shop 
windows to each side. Accommo- 
dations for handling standees dur- 
ing performance not good. A patch 
of lawn with small shrubbery might 
well be sacrificed. It interferes 
when crowds get large. 

3ig league entertainment includes 
Harry Horlick’s A&P Gypsies, vet- 
eran radio band, and Tony Sarg’s 
Marionettes. Combining music and 
Jaughs. 

Miniature Trains 


These run from the 12th street 
fates along the edge of Grant Park 
to Monroe street near the loop. 
Worthy of mention for the show- 
manly ballyhoo put on at the 12th 
street end to attract patronage. 
Spieler is a singer and alternates 
tenor solos with invitations to ride 
the narrow guage for 10c. 

Opened two weeks ago over some 
protests at using public land (Grant 
Park) for private profits. 


Couney’s Baby Incubators 


This exhibit is bona fide science. 
Was moved intact from Michael 
Reese hospital. Understood to be 
only one of its kind in Chicago. 
Very nicely handled by expert doc- 
tors and nurses in constant atten- 
dance, Everything looks 100% 
sterilized. Individual babies in 
glass-inclosed incubators, boys in 
blue ribbons, girls in pink. At feed- 
ing and bathing time tots are re- 
moved to large nursery, model of 
neatness, where public watches 
through big windows. 

Patents owned by Dr. J. E. 
Couney. Spieler makes statement 
that 85% of all premature births 
are saved by this method. Attrac- 
tion is getting excellent attendance 
at 25c, and is strong on human in- 
terest appeal. Men as well as 
women find it extraordinarily in- 
teresting. About 12 babies on dis- 
play. 

Greyhound Busses 

_ Making what looks like a fortune. 
Each bus capable of holding 90 per- 
fons and jammed with standees. 
Run down own right of way most 
“ three miles that Fair covers. 
Costs 10¢ every time on and off and 
stations every three blocks. Guides 
not particularly well informed’ for 
answering questions even this late. 


Jantzen Beach 

Looks like a good idea went 
wrong here. Not a natural loca- 
tion but much could have been done 
to create appeal. Little has been. 
Board walk built at beach level but 
too far from water and awkwardly 
arranged. Seems that it would have 
been better to keep all structures on 
land side allowing an uninterrupted 


and there’s a division of opinion on 


Beach isn’t getting across up to 
now with anything like a bang. 
Number of small concessions, shops, 
wheels, archery, bath house. Also 
a. swimming pool named for Baby 
Ruth, candy bar. 

This is the former publicly-oper- 
ated 12th Street Beach. And this 
is the first summer it’s not jammed. 
Of course, that 50c admission to 
the Fair grounds alone bars the hoi 
polloi. Looks like promoters should 
have had more money and spent it 
better. It needed to be made color- 
ful, brilliant, gay with lights and 
activity. Instead it’s pretty much 
an overlooked back lot in 425 acres 
of distractions. 


Hall of States 


Some of the states ought to be 
ashamed .of themselves. Better to 
stay out than come in half-way. 
Five weeks after opening such 
states as Texas, Massachusetts and 
Maine had ‘Not Open’ signs on 
their doors. Others could produce 
nothing more ingenious than some 
commercial photographer’s views 
of Main Street. This is a V-shaped 
building around an open space with 
the Federal building, no glittering 
success, either, on the wide end. 

Politics probably successfully 
wrapped any showmanship in miles 
of red tape. Uncle Sam and his 
children should have put. a _ better 
foot forward. 


Two-Headed Baby 

Lew DuFor is doing very well 
with this set-up. Arthur Brisbane 
in his column helped him along 
with some not-to-be-purchased 
publicity. Brisbane comment is duly 
magnified in the advertising bally- 
hoo out front. ‘Two nurses, one on 
the loudspeaker, one on the alcohol 
bottles within give a medical en- 
vironment to the place. 

At lic plenty want to see what 
it’s all about. 


Greenwich Village 

This is a new guise and name for 
the sidestreets leading from the 
midway east to the lake. The same 
sidestreets whose small concessions 
have been loudly crying that they 
were starving to death. Exposition 
brought in a portion of the outdoor 
art bazaar which in Grant Park 
and elsewhere has been a rather 
ricturesque summer affair for the 
past several years. Naturally, it’s 
not new to Chicagoans but quite in- 
teresting to tourists. Seemed to be 
getting a better diversion of the 
midway stream. 

Notwithstanding those pitch-to- 
win, roll down, prize wheels, and 
similar hole-in-wall attractions 
both here and throughout the ex- 
position are wearing out their at- 
tendants’ pants and patience. Pub- 
lic is walking by with terrible in- 
difference. 

Electric Battery Boats 

One of the numerous boat con- 
cessions on the lagoons are drive- 
yourself motor boats with five miles 
an hour speed. Log-booms form 
a path up one side, back the other. 
A ‘cute’ ride for fellows and girls 
at 25c each. 


Welcome Black 


Perry, Ia., July 17. 
No shortage of cash here for the 
annual Perry rodeo and combination 
athletic and race program, last day 
seeing 7,50. entering the turnstiles, 
results plenty in the black, and an- 
nouncement for a 1934 event in July, 
or probably a little later in the sea- 
son. 
Grandstand facilities failed to care 
for crowds, with the board facing 
necessity for a buiiding program. 





CIRCUSES 


For Currersi’ Week-Week July 17 
Al G. Barnes 

July 17, Casper; 18, Cheyenne; 19, Fort 
Collins; 20-22, Denver. 

Hagenbeck- Wallace 
July 17, Troy; 18, Rome; 19, Oswego; 2¢ 
Niagara Falls; 21, Buffalo; 22, Erie; 24, 
Jamestown. 


“CARNIVALS 


For Current Week, July 17 


Alamo, Colorado Springs. 
Anderson-Srader, Atchison 
Barlow's Big City, Roodhouse. 
Beckman & Gerety, Urbana. 
Cetlin & Wilson, Oak Hill 
Crafts 20 Big, Brentweod 
Empire, Utica 

Galler, Washington. 

Glick, Wm., Rome. 

Gooding, F. E., Portsmoutt 
Great Eastern, Princetor 
Jones, Johnny J., Nanticoke 
Kaus United, Fulton 
Landes, J. L., Emporia 
McFarland, Ed. Arlingtor 
Middleton, Kar Dansville 
Monarch Exp Amityville 
Pearson, C. E Mt. FPulasi 
Rogers & Powell, Stillwel 
Rubin & Cherry, Milwauke 
Sol’s Liberty, Peru 

Sunset Amm Ft. Madison 





lake view on other. 


Anyhow, whatever the reasons 


* West Coast Amm 


West Bros Staunton 
Failon, Ney 


the subject at the expo, Jantzen | 





Fair’s Big Grosser 


Chicago, July 17. | 
Pabst Blue Ribbon Casin 
at the Chi Fair was hooked 
up to an $85,000 monthly 
overhead. The first month it 
will gross $175,000 and there- 
after it is estimated the 
monthly take will be $200,000. 

It’s been the surprise money 
maker of ‘em all, the Pabst 
people merely first figuring on 
it for an industrial bally. 

The top day's takings 
reached $8,800. 


BALTO STOCK ON TWICE 
DAILY AT SCALE CUT 


Baltimore, July 17. 

Hon Nickel last week closed his 
burley Gayety for the rest of the 
summer season. On reopening late 
in August he plans to reinstate the 
old policy of two-a-day. 

Last season Nickel tried to help 
the folding biz by switching from 
twice-daily to a four-a-day grind 
with pictures. It didn’t help. The 
past two weeks Nickel reverted to 
two-a-day with a colored burley, 
Mamie Smith and the ‘4-11-44’ 
show, but business was worse. 

Prices will be lower for two-a- 
day, however, en reopening, from 
10c. to 50c. in the afternoon and 
15e. to 75c. at night. 

Indications at present are that 
Nickel will remain stock during the 
coming season, interchanging lead 
performers with several other stock 
burleys in the east and midwest. 

Nothing definite in view for a 
renewed Herk tie-up. Palace, used 
by Herk last year, is dark and for 
rent or sale. 

















Circus Fans Meet 


Evansville, Ind., July 17. 
The Circus Fans will hold. their 
8th annual national gathering in 
Baraboo, Wis., Aug. 1-3. 
An attendance of over 100 is ex- 
pected. 





BLUEPRINT ERROR 
Chicago, July 17. 

Three to four weeks’ time was lost 
on one of the rides designed for the 
World’s Fair midway because of a 
reported engineering mistake. 
Steel framework and _ airplane 
cars were in place, but work had 
stopped while the error was recti- 
fied. Ride hasn’t opened yet. It 
was late in starting, anyhow. 


EXPO’S BANKING PROBLEM 


Chicago, July 17. 
Century of Progress expo has had 
a bandit scare. As a result admin- 
istration building is surrounded 
with armed policemen and admis- 
sion is denied all save those who 
can convince the sentries that they 

have actual business to transact. 
Various cashiers’ cages scattered 
throughout the grounds have a 
money pick-up by armed truck 
every hour. In consequence admin- 
istration building has $80,000 or 





Standby Towns 





$5,600 for Free Acts on 


Nebraska Fair Midway 


Lincoln, Neb., July 17. 

Free attractions before the 
grandstand at the 1933 Nebraska 
state fair will be furnished this 
year by the Ed Carruthers & Mike 
Barnes agency. Contract calls for 
the expo to pay $5,600 for a 36- 
people revue and some 10 acts in 
addition. 

Change on the midway was an- 
nounced with the letting of yokel- 
row to Castle-Ehrlick & Hirsch’'s 
earney this year. Beckmann & 
Gerety have had this stand for the 
last two years and Rubin & Cherry 
before them. 


Cops Censor Portland 
Strips, But B. 0. Good 


Portland, Ore., July 17. 

Indie Columbia’s new burley reg- 
istering at the b.o. Show is the 
usual mixture of gags and peeling. 
Renee and Dolly White do the 
stripping, with uniformed cop al- 
ways in attendance to see it’s ok 
on public morals score, 

This handicaps the girls consid- 
erably. Chorus lineup is listless 
and most of the comedy mild. Dick 
Frazier works hard with the comic 
end, keeping it cleaner than most 
burley. Eddie Hayward plays 
straight and produces. 

It’s a case of burley that 99.4 per- 
cent pure, but the locals go for it 
and the Columbia's b.o. has no com- 
plaints. 





‘ 
Hagerstown Goes Tough 
Baltimore, July 17. 

Pitchmen. will. steer clear of Ha- 
gerstown, Md., whe~. they learn the 
news of the 150% boost in the li- 
cense fee for peddlers. City Council 
last week raised the clip for a high 
C to a higher $250. 

Also added a tax for each addi- 
tional employee, boosting the extra 
assessment from a two-spot to five. 


‘MASSACRE’ TURNS HOTCHA 
Chicago, July 17. 

Fort Dearborn Massacre, flop con- 
cession, gave up the ghost last week. 
In its place a new Havana Rumba 
show headlining Salinda, hotcha 
dancer, opened under C. C. Pyle’s 
auspices, who took over the prem- 
ises from the “3lack Partridge Spec- 
tacle Co. 

Rumba show will give a 30-minute 
performance for 25c. 





Carnie Man Pinched 


Red Oak, Iowa, July 17. 
Will Roberts, carnival attache, 
was picked up by officers on com- 
plaint of Albert Mulvenna, road 
construction contractor. 
Charges he was fleeced out of 





more on hand most of the time and 
in loose cash. 


$140 by Roberts in a gambling 
racket. 





I. H. Herk is considering splitting 
16 or 
weeks of playing time, with which 
it- opens the season Aug. 15, into 
two or three sections. This is on 
the theory that the same show and 
overhead that applies to a troupe 
in New York can’t be carried profit- 
ably in Worcester, Mass. 

Likelihood is that there wifll be a 
No. 1 route comprising New York, 
Brooklyn, Newark, Providence and 
Boston; a No. 2 composed of Wash- 
ington, Baltimore and Philadelphia 


the Empire wheel’s more 


Wheels Within Wheel, Herk’s Idea: 
Salaries and Cast ‘Graded for Sticks 





the smaller towns the shows would 
be cut to 10 principals and 16 girls. 
Production would be trimmed ac- 
cordingly. 

Herk is also debating restoration 
of the franchise system for pro- 
ducers, as against last year’s policy 
under which the wheel staged its 
own shows. Empire favors the fran- 
chise system for several reasons, 
but the block is an economic angle. 

With the budgets down so low, it 
may be the best policy to put all 
the money into the show itself, 
Herk figures. In the past, with the 





and a third taking in Union City, 
Albany, Worcester, Bridgeport and | 
the balance of the smaller Ne w | 
England time. | 
Actors would receive blanket con- | 
tracts for all or most of the total | 
time, but with the two or three dif- | 
ferent sections of the route indi- 
cated and at different salaries 
Sliding Salaries 
It is figured the New York and 
Philadelphia routes could carry full | 


shows of 12 or 15 principals and 2( 





chorus girls at full salary, while in 


b.r. margin considerably wider, the 
could be 
shaved off the total budget without 
doing much damage to the looks o1 


producers’ own edce 


merit of a show. 
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Ringling Show Passing Up Former 


for New Business 


Canton, O., July 17. 

Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
Cireus has had but five losing 
stands in the two months’ tour un- 
der canvas ending this week, an ex- 
ecutive of the show declares. So far 
this season gross receipts are about 
the same as last season, with indi- 
cations that takings will be better 
as the summer advances. The mid- 
dle west, where the show is booked 
for the next month, is just starting 
to recover from its long industrial 
slump. 

It was pointed out that this year's 
route will deviate somewhat from 
former years, Owing to conditions. 
Many regular towns which have 
failed to give the show profitable 
business in recent years are being 
passed up this season and smaller 
stands, where the show has not 
played for many years, are being 
substituted, with fair results. 

10,000 Pop. Stands 

Within the next two weeks the 
show will play two small commu- 
cities in Michigan, scarcely more 
than 10,000 in population’ each, 
which are expected to give the show 
some business. These are Adrian, 
Mich., about 30 miles north of To- 
ledo, and Ann Arbor, a short dis- 
tance from Detroit. Most of the 
remainder of July will be spent in 
Michigan, the show keeping in close 
proximity of Chicago in readiness 
for an easy jump to the Windy City 
f - the opening there on Aug. 5 for 
nine days. Following Chicago, the 
show heads east again, coming 
back into Ohio around Labor Day, 
to pick up Columbus, Dayton and 
Cincinnati, all dropped a month ago 
after they had been contracted. 

The same situation applies to a 
number of eastern Ohio stands 
which were made the past few days, 
including Canton, last made by the 
Ringling-Barnum show in_ 1930. 
Business was not much better here 
than three years ago. Wheeling, W. 
Va., was the day after the 4th stand, 
with business only fair. Youngs- 
town, an every-year stop, proved 
slightly better than last year, and 
Akron was about the same. 





Sebler, Pollack Get 
Doctoring Jobs at Expo 


Chicago, July 10. 

Calling in of theatre showmen to 
perform emergency service at var- 
ious World’s Fair Concessions con- 
tinues. Newest showmen manning 
the pulmotors are Al Sobler and 
Lew Pollock. Both are of long ex- 
perience as picture house pub- 
licists. 

Sobler is in on ‘Battle of Gettys- 
burg,’ one of the midway big shows, 
while Pollock is stationed at ‘Old 
Mexico.’ Both spots are being 
gingered up with new exteriors and 
ideas. 





LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail to 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 
LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 











Carnetzer William Horth George 


Gillette Jack Jones Allen 
Gonzalez Glenn 
Griffith Pauline Kingston Miss 


Horner SS C Nolte Mr 








DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 W. 72d St.. New York City 
My New Assortment of GREETING 
CARDS Is Now Ready. 21 Beautiful 
CARDS and FOLDERS. Boxed, Post- 
paid, for 


One Dollar 
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Shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP-—1552 BROADWAY 
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